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PREFACE 

TO THE PRESENT EDITION. 



Ik Mr. Poster'B "Life and Correspondence" (Vol. i. 
p. 410) the reader will find an account of the circumstances 
which led to the preparation of most of the Discourses con- 
tained in these volumes. After Mr. Poster's flriftl relin- 
quishment of stated services as a preacher, and his removal 
in 1821 to Stapleton, where he spent the rest of his life, 
several of his Mends and ardent admirers formed a plan, 
which happily fell in with his own views, of a course of 
Lectures to be delivered by him once a fortnight. It 
was anticipated (and correctly, as the event proved) that 
many individuals, of various religious communities, would 
gladly embrace the opportunity of listening to those original 
illustrations of the most momentous truths which a mind of 
so high an order would present, and that on cultivated 
young persons especially a very salutary influence would be 
exerted. "With such an audience Mr. Poster felt at liberty 
to take a wider range of subjects than in addressing an 
ordinary congregation, the majority of whom would require 
the familiar and reiterated presentation of the most obvious 
topics. In writing to a fnend he described this engagement 
as being " much the kind of thing he could have wished;'* 
but added that the labom* of preparing a single discourse 
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IT PBEFAOE TO THE PBESBITT EDITION. 

was scarcelj less tlian that necessary for five or six sermons 
in the ordinary routine of a preacher's life. He had, how- 
eyer, a view to the ultimate publication of the Lectures, for 
in the same letter he says, ''If I shall have competent 
health for the required labour of composition, I may pro- 
bably try to put a selection of these Discourses into the 
shape of a printed volume or more, in the course of time." 
To this intention it is probably owing that these volumes 
stand less in need than most posthumous publications of 
the author's final revision, and that so little has been left 
for editorial superintendence beyond the distribution of the 
sentences into paragraphs. Some notion may be formed of 
what Mr. Poster's severe, not to say fastidious, elaboration 
would have effected from the Lecture (xlii.) " On Access to 
God," which he actually prepared for the press at the re- 
quest of the Committee of the Eeligious Tract Society. 

Li the present edition, the order of time in the arrange- 
ment has been more strictly observed than before, and a few 
Discourses have been added which, though not belonging to 
the series of Lectures, are marked by similar excellencies of 
elevated thought and striking illustration. It is with a 
melancholy satisfaction that the Editor presents them to the 
public, as being in all probability the last that have been 
left in such a state of completeness as a due regard to Mr. 
Poster's memory would exact to justify their appearance. 

J. E. ETLAND. 
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XHE NBir 1RUL 

Eggl£siabt£B yii. 8. 
" Better is the end of a thing than the heginning.** 

Lest this should seem rather a strange sentence to be 
taken as the foundation of a religious discourse, it maj bQ 
proper to say at once, that the intended application of it is 
to the particular season to which the course pf nature and 
the care of divine Providence have brought us, — the begin-, 
fling qf another gear. 

At the same time, this sentence should be true of manj 
things that might be specified ; and it will, if those things 
succeed well. For instance: — (1.) any train, of serious, 
thoughts and exercises in the mind, having a reference to 
practical good, and beginning on one suggestion, one, 
Qonviction, but at last attaining the idtimate effect, or 
result; .... (2.) a course of inquiry concerning any 
important truth ; the beginning is ignorance, doubt, anxiety, 
dread of the labour, misty and dubious twilight, and day- 
break ; but the end, knowledge, certainty, satisfaction ;...., 
(3.) any practic^ undertaking for social good, as the; 
present one ; .... (4.) a Christian profession ; examples pf 
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the contrary are justly accounted among the most mehui« 
choly sights on earth; .... (5.) life itself; in the 
beginning are the charms of infimcy ; but the end may bo 
far better; — (as in the case of a withered, trembling, 
sinking old man, whose soul is ripe for eternity ;) — and it 
should be so, and must be so, or life is an awful calamity ! 
The text expresses the general principle or doctrine, that 
by the condition of our existence here, if things go right, a 
conclusion is better than a beginning. It is in the con- 
dition of our existence in this world, that this principle is 
founded. That condition is, that everything is passing on 
toward something else in order to, and for the sake of, that 
something fiirther on ; so that its chief importance or value 
is in that something to be attained further on. Childhood 
is regarded in relation to manhood; in that view its im- 
portance is estimated. But in the view of true wisdom, 
this more advanced stage itself is considered in reference to 
a final maturity for another state. So in all our progressive 
schemes, measures, exercises, pursuits-^ — ^where is the main 
point of the interest ? In something beyond them. Thus 
what we are, what we have, or effect, or attain, is still 
relative to something further on. And if that ulterior 
object be attained, and be worth all this preceding course 
of things, then, ^' the end is better than the beginning." 
This is the doctrine of the text ; — *^ the end," when it ia the 
accomplishment of the desirable purpose, '' is better than 
the beginning." The fruit is better than the blossom: — 
the reaping is better than the sowing; — ^the enjoyment 
than the reaping: — the second stage of a journey to the 
happy home is better than the first ; — the home itself than 
all : — the victory is better than the march and the battle : ^ 
the reward is better than the course of service : — the ending 
in the highest improvement of means is better than being 
put at first in possession of them. In all this we see it ia 
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conditionally, and not absolutely, that " the end is better 
than the beginning." 

To come now to our intended subject, the new year. We 
have to consider it on the supposition of our living through 
it. And it is most exceedingly desirable that in the noblest 
sense, " the end" should be " better than the beginning." 
We may previously suggest, that, in some respects, inde- 
pendently of our will, the end may be worse than the 
beginning, and, in all probability, will be so with some of 
us. It may be, that before the end of the year, the Sove- 
reign Disposer will have withdrawn or diminished some of 
our means and advantages for turning it to account ; — ^that 
some of our associates and helpers will be taken away ; — 
that our health and vigour will be diminished. As to those 
who are feeling the infirmities of declining life, it may be 
accounted certain that a year will sensibly increase these 
evils. If, notwithstanding anything that shall be thus 
experienced, it shall nevertheless be true at the end of the 
year that " better is the end of a thing than the beginning," 
it will be a delightful thing. 

Now let us consider in a short series of plain particulars, 
what state of the case would authorize us, at the end of the 
year, to pronounce this sentence upon it. 

And, in the first place, it will easily occur as a general 
rule of judgment on the matter, that the sentence may be 
pronounced if, at the end of the year, we shall be able, after 
deliberate conscientious reflection, to affirm that the year 
has been, in the most important respects, better than the 
preceding. It is possible, to a reflective spirit, to recall 
several preceding years (as the countenances of several 
departed acquaintance), to compare and estimate them one 
with another. This has sometimes been one of the serious 
employments of thought of persons sensible of their ap- 
proaching end, — to see how the evil or the good influences 
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hare acted on them; where has been the most cause for 
self-abasement, and where for gratitude. And well may we 
take the rules by which they haye judged, while we review 
and compare, for instance, the last two years of our life. 
We can make some judgment of these last two in com- 
parison, — and what is the sentence ? Is it, — " The latter 
has been more of what in my best moments I have wished ?" 
— " It has not left me where I was before ?" — " Through 
the divine grace I do stand on a somewhat different ground 
towards my Otod and my feUow-mortals ?" — ^** My conscience 
and I are somewhat more at peace ?" — " It is not quite so 
painful a review ?" — " I can deplore that the former was 
not like the latter ?" — " A devout friend, solicitous for my 
welfare, who died in the former year, would have left ma 
with more complacency in the latter ? — I have almost ven- 
tured to hope, that that affectionate saint might, in heaven 
itself, be apprized of my improvement ?" — Let us not shrink 
from so salutwy an exercise of review and comparison. 
Now, if at the end of the year, on repeating such an exer- 
cise, we shall be able to pronounce such a judgment, then, 
*' Better is the end of a thing than the beginning." 

And this leads to another observation. The sentence 
will be true if, during the progress of the year, we shall 
effectually avail ourselves of the lessons suggested by a 
review of the preceding year. "What those lessons are, is 
the concern of each one's conscience in the sight of G^od. 
If there be persons to whom the lessons so derived are little 
more than simply this, '^ Jmt persevere!** — ^how happy! 
But to most of us there will be more accusing and painful 
ones ; the purport of them may be, " Eefobm ! " If the 
solemn reflections which arose at the end of former years, 
have not had their due weight during the last, what an 
emphatic lesson they become now ! — gathering aggravation 
tbrough all the last year! and now at the end of it^ and in 
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the review, are there decided censures g^ the jadgment, 
enforced by strcmg remonstrances of conscience ? Is there 
something which we should dread to think should remain just 
the same for another year P which we should have deemed 
a most happy thing had it been altered by the end of last 
year ? and which has troubled the soul with deep disquie- 
tude? Has an important interest been trifled with? an 
urgent duty still delayed and delayed ? and consequently, a 
state of mind far &om happy as towards Ood : so that the 
close of the past year has left us with admonitions pointed 
and aggravated by reproach ? Who then would not exclaim, 
" Let it not be thus at the end of another year ! " — Now we 
repeat, if these reflections and admonitions shall have their 
proper effect in the ensuing year, — ^** Better" vnll be " the 
end of a thing than the beginning." May a gracious Qod 
grant that it may be so ! that lessons given us at such a cost 
may not be .unavailing ; — ^the cost of so much peace and 
happiness withheld, to tell us how it cannot be enjoyed ! 
the cost of so much time, and means, and knowledge, and 
mercy lost to enforce upon us a sense of the guilt of losing 
them ! — ^Amidst such reflections on the past year, the first 
thing to be desired is, the pardoning mercy of God through 
Christ. But surely not less desirable is it, that every 
admonition, every instructive lesson, enforced upon us by 
reflection on the past year, should go into practical eflect 
during this we have entered on. 

At the dose of this year, should life be protracted so far, 
the text will be applicable, if we can then say, " My lessons 
from reflection on the departed year are much less painful, 
and much more cheering than at the close of the former ;" 
if we can say this without any delusion from insensibility, 
for the painfulness of reflection may lessen from a wrong 
cause; but to say it with an enlightened conscience to 
witness, how delightful! To be then able to recall each 
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particular, and to dwell on it a few moments, — " that wns, 
before, a very painful consideration — now, • . . ." " This, 
again, made me sad, and justly so — now, ....!" " What 
shall I render to God for the mercy of his granting my 
prayer for all-sufficient aid ? I will render to him, by his 
help, a still better year next." 

And let us observe, as the chief test of the true appli- 
cation of the text, that it will be a true sentence, if then we 
shall have good evidence that we are become really more 
devoted to God. We, and our life, are for JJm, or all is 
utterly cast away ! In detachment from Him, think how all 
is reduced to vanity and wretchedness ! The sense of this 
has often inflicted anguish on a reflective spirit sensible of a 
sad deficiency of this devotedness. '^Here am I, with 
faculties, and an infinite longing — ^to be happy. Why am 
I not ? I have an oppressive sense of evU, from which 
there is no escape. I have intense dissatisfaction, in 
myself and all things. Oh ! it would not be so if I * dwelt 
in God, and God in me.* My life, my time, each year, spite 
of all I do and enjoy, seem a gloomy scene of emptiness and 
vanity. It would not be felt so, if it were for God that I 
lived ; if my affections, my activities, my years, my months, 
were devoted to Him," My friends, without this, no year 
id good in its progress or its end. A high degree of this 
would have made our former years end nobly ; would have 
made the last do so. 

It is little more than putting the same thing in more 
general terms to say — the end will be better than the begin- 
ning, if we shall by then have practically learnt to live 
more strictly and earnestly for the greatest purposes of life. 
If we can say of it, — " It has been more redeemed from 
trifling and inferior uses. It has been more employed to 
purposes which always present their claims to me the more 
conspicuously the more seriously and religiously I think-** 
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more to the purposes of which I am the most secure against 
all repentance — ^the purposes which I can the most per- 
fectly feel place me in a right element, — and concerning 
which I can the most confidentlj look to God for both 
approbation and assistance." 

To this may be added, that if we shall have acquired a 
more effectual sense of the worth of time, the sentence, 
^ Better is the end of a thing than the beginning," will be 
true. Being intent on the noblest purposes of life, will 
itself in a great degree^ create this '^ effectual sense." But 
there may require, too, a special thought of time itself — 
a habit of noting it — ^because it is so transient, silent, and 
invisible a thing. There may be a want of faith to " see 
this invisible," and of a sense of its flight. For want of 
this, and the sense too of its vast worth, what quantities 
reflection may tell us we have wastod in past years — in the 
last year I And, at the very times when we were heedlessly 
letting it pass by, throwing" it away, — ^there were, here and 
there, men passionately imploring a day — an hour — a few 
moments — ^more. And at those same seasons some men, 
here and there, were most diligently and earnestly redeem- 
ing and improving the very moments we lost ! — ^the identical 
moments, — for we had the same, and of the same length and 
value. Some of them are, in heaven itself, now enjoying 
• the consequences. Where do ive promise ourselves the 
consequences of those portions of time lost P The reflection 
on our waste and losses, in the past year, from our little 
allotment of this most precious material, should powerfully 
come in, &c. The rule of its value is, the consideration 
of what might be done in it. Think of its separate por- 
tions in this light. How important to have a powerful 
habitual impression of all this ! And if, this year, we shall 
acquire much more of this strong habitual sense, — if we 
become more covetous of time, — ^if we cannot waste it 
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without much greatdi^ pain, — ^if we sb^, therefore^ lobe and 
misspend muieh lesb^-^tlien the text is true. 

It will he again true, i^ with regard to fellow-mortalSi 
we caa conscientiouslj feel that we have been to them more 
what Christians ought — ^than in the preceding year. Th^ 
tnust be, in a measulre, admitted into the judgment on 
the case, at least as evidence. There cannot be a yery 
material improveilient ^ite independenUy of their expe^ 
Tience. It will therefbre be hi^j to be able to call them 
to witness, at the term we are referring to, while a man 
shall say : — 

^'I am become tuore soUoitooB to act toward you ia 
the fear of <jU>d. — ^I am become more consdentiously re- 
gardful of what is due to you, tod s^ a higher importance 
on yoiir welfare. — I have exerted myself more for youir 
good. — On the whole, Uierefore, I stand more acquitted to- 
wards you than I have at the condition of auy form^ 
season.^' 

Another point of Eiuperiority we should hope the end 
may have over the begmning of the year, is that of our 
being in a better state of preparation for aU that is to fol- 
low. Is it not the case, sometimes, that certain things 
presented to our thoughts, as what may take place, excite 
a consciousness that we are not well prepared for them ? 
What then ? — Should we be content carelessly to stand the 
hazard ? Or trust in the vain re^ge of a hope that we 
may neter be so tried P — Stupid self-beguilement ! the fo% 
of (Jhildhood, without its innocence.-— A mortal is to look 
vrith c&rtainty for a number of i;hings which will put his 
best preparation to the trial. Who was ever too well pre- 
pared for sudden emergencies of trial P — too wdl prepared 
for diity, temptation, or affliction P— ^too well prepared for 
the last thing that is to be encountered on earth P Now, 
did we dose the last y^ar quite as competently prepared as 
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-we would desire, for whatever may ensue ? So that i»re 
at the beginning we can say, " Here now are a wisdom, a 
faith, a conscience, a vigilance, a fortitude, to venture boldly 
on." The answer, in most instances at least, would be, 
** No ; I wish I were for better disciplined for the great 
Master's service. — ^I wish that I could say — ^I am quite 
willing to leave, in perfect uncertainty, all events to him, 
being, I hope, by his grace, in a habit of mind fitted to 
meet them, whatever they may be ; but it is not yet so with 
me.** — ^Here, then, is a most important improvement to be 
aimed at during this year. 

Just once more. It will be a great advantage and ad«- 
vancement to end the year with, if we shall then have 
acquired more of a rational and Christian indifference to 
life itself. (But indeed, there is no distinction between 
** rational" and ** Christian," in this case.) An earnest 
dinging to life is rational, except under the favour of 
Christianity, and there it is not. But notwithstanding this 
sovereign and only remedy for the fear of losing life, what 
^an excessive attachment to it remains ! It were well that 
this were less, — and that it lessened with the lessening of 
tlie objed; ; so that each year expended should have reduced 
the passion at least as much as it has diminished the object. 
Has this been so the past year ? " My property in life is 
now less by almost 400 days ; bo much less to cultivate and 
reap from. K they were of value, the value of the remain- 
der is less after they are withdrawn. As to temporal good, 
I have but learnt the more experimentally that that cannot 
make me happy. I have therefore less of a delusive hope 
on this groxmd, as to the future. The spiritual good of so 
much time expended, I regard as transferred to eternity ; 
so much, therefore, thrown into the scale of another life 
against this. And in addition, some of my valued friends 
are transferred thither also ; so that another scene has 
been growing rich by the losses of this. Besides, the re- 
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aiaimng portion will probably be, in a natural sense, of a 
much worse quality. Therefore^ as the effect of all this, 
mj attachment to this life is loosening, and the attraction 
of another is augmenting." 

Now, if it was desirable that we should be able to say 
this at the recent dose of the last year, is it not still more 
desirable we should, at the close of the present P And 
then we shall be able to say, in addition, " lam glad the year 
ie gorier 

Now it must be seen, by a considerate mind, that such 
as these are the conditions on which the sentence will be 
true, " Better is the end of a thing than the beginning." 
And how exceediugly desirable that such might be the case 
with us, if we close this year on earth ! But this will not be 
by the mere passing of the time. It is important to consider 
that this state of things at the end cannot be expected 
unless it is realized in a due degree, in the successive parts. 

Are we beginning the year in such a spirit and plan P If 
there has been a melancholy failure in past years, how has 
it happened P All this cannot be, without our maintaining 
a habitual serious reference to the end of life itself. It 
cannot be, without an earnest religious discipline of our 
souls. It cannot be, without the Divine Power working 
in us, and for us. And what shall impel us to desire and 
seek that blessed influence, if not such considerations as 
the preceding P 

The concluding admonition is, — ^that we maig not in this 
world attain the end of the year. Hence the necessity (as 
noted above) that each small portion of life should dose 
under the same circumstances ('' Better, " &c.) as the 
entire year. 

The sublime of the sentence will be in the case of those 
who, beginning this year on earth, will at the end of it be 
in heaven. 

January Zrd, 1S22. 
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THE SXrPBEMB ATTACHMENT DUB TO BPIBITUAL OBJECTS. 

CoLOBSiANS iii. 2. 

" Set ycmr affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth," 

How momentous a cliarge is it that is imposed in the 
injunction to dispose rightlj of the affection of a human 
soul ! A charge which we cannot at our choice take upon 
us, or decline, since we have the soul, and the charge is 
inseparable. 

Sometimes we may have looked at some afiair of a merely 
worldly nature, with self-gratulation that we were not obliged 
to undertake it. *' It involves so much skill — such continual 
attention — such hazard — such sad consequences in the event 
of failure ! happily the business is not mine.'* It were well 
that in such a case, the thought should occur, '' But there 
may be a business of mine! Where have my affections 
been to-day P Where are they at this hour P Where have 
they been all my life ? Where will they be if I let them 
alone P" 

Affection is the going out of the soul (so to speak) in 
sentiments of interest, complacency, and desire, toward 
objects within its view. Love to self, indeed, is always said 
to be the primary and strongest affection of our nature ; 
and truly. But, then, what is the manner of action of this 
self-love P It is not that the affection stays enclosed, acting 
in and upon our very self. The affection, then, is the going 
out of the soul. 

Now, how happy were it if the case were thus with us ; 
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namely, that the affection of the soul might go out just at 
its own pleasure, and all be right and safe. This is sup- 
posing that a comprehensive, discriminating, and indeed, 
infallible perception, accompanied necessarily all the goings 
out of affection ; and also, that the moral taste (shall we call 
it) of the soul always strictly agreed with its intellectual dis- 
cernment ; in short, that the soul possessed a grand moral 
instinct. The consequence would be, that all things affect- 
ing the soul, in the way of attracting it, would affect it 
right. Nothing would attract it which ought not ; it would 
be in repulsion to all eyil ; and those things which did at- 
tract, and justly might, would do so in the right degrees and 
proportion so far, and no further ; with so much force, and 
no more ; and with an unlimited force that alone which is 
the supreme good. What a glorious condition this ! And 
this must be the state of good men in a future world, else 
there would be temptation, trial, hazard, and the possibility 
of falling. 

But what a dreadful contrast to all this is our present 
state ! As one great circumstance, our nature, composed of 
two kinds of being, places us in relation — strict relation — ^to 
two quite different economies. It is true, the combination 
— ^the union of the two — does, in many respects, make 
them, to a wonderful degree, feel and act as one ; but still, 
it is no such union of the two kinds of being, as to combine 
perfectly into one harmonious interest the relations to the 
two economies. The man is not so one, his combined nature 
does not so act as one, as to reduce the two diverse classes 
of interests to one blended inseparable order, so that each 
movement of the soul, with respect to either, should neces- 
sarily have due respect to both. No — ^no! the relations 
stand distinct, separate, and, in a veiy great degree, foreign 
to each other. Therefore, there is great difficulty and hazard 
AS to the apportioning of the regards to these classes resnec- 
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tively; — ^great difficulty of maintaining such a state and 
exercise of the affections as should comprehend, in due order 
and proportion, both these great classes. 

Another obvious and most important circumstance is, that 
)}j the one part of our nature, our relation to the one class 
of interests is immediate and sensible ; while our other 
grand relation, being to things far less palpable — ^to things 
spiritual, invisible, and as it were remote — ^is to be appre- 
hended only through the medium of serious thought and 
fjEuth. This is a circumstance of formidable omen, even 
under the best supposable condition, of our nature thus 
compounded and situated. Even in that case, there would 
seem to be required a special unremitted divine influence to 
preserve it right. How should there not be a constant 
mighty tendency to a wrong preponderance ! 

But this is not all. Our nature is immeasurably far from 
being in that '^ best supposable state." Our nature is sunk 
into such a state, that it has a most mighty and obstinate 
tendency to give itself wholly to the inferior, temporal class 
of its interests. In one act of its affection, and in the 
next, and in a hundred successively, its preference will go to 
the inferior; and the effect of this tendency, uncounter- 
acted, is to throw the supreme interests, and the soul itself^ 
away. This is a fearful predicament ( One should imagine 
it could not be thought of without terror. One would 
imagine that the terror of it (if any reason or right feeling 
were left in man) would make the doctrine of divine, trans- 
forming, assisting grace, to be welcomed with enthusiasm. 
Except in reliance on this, we should hear with utter 
despair the injunction, " Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth." 

This remains the sovereign duty, the comprehensive 
precept, to us sojourners on earth. Let us attend a few 
moments to the subject and application of this command : — 
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In tlie first place; — ^an indiscreet language may liare 
ioraetimes been used hj pious men and teachers, not 
maintaining exactly a due regard to the limitations on the 
latter part of the precept ; a language to the effect, almost, 
of requiring an absolute entire indifference, or contempt, ta 
all terrestrial things ; insomuch, that the considerate reader, 
or hearer, has been saying within himself, "Now that is 
strictly impossible" or " absurd." According to this, there 
is an essential, insuperable inconsistency between our duty 
and the very condition in which God has placed us. Some- 
times this language of excess has been, we may yenture to 
say, a rather unthinking repetition of a kind of common- 
place; but often it has had a better origin, such as the 
retired, contemplative, devout life of some good men. (The 
language of religion has had a particular advantage in this 
respect, when it has come from enlightened and pious men, 
who have had much to do in the world — for example, Sir 
Matthew Hale.) Or it may have had its origin in short 
occasional seasons of peculiarly elevated feeling ; or in the 
state of feeling produced in good men by affliction, calamity, 
and persecution. 

But it is disserviceable to religion thus to preach, as it 
were, an annihilation of our interests in this world. They 
have claims, and they will make them good in defian<^, 
whether allowed or not. But these claims must be allowed. 
Think in how many ways we are made susceptible of 
pleasure and pain from " the things on the earth ;" and to 
what an amount, in passing fifty, sixty, or seventy years 
upon it. Now we may surely believe that, fallen and guilty 
as we are, our Creator does not will the pleasure denied, or 
the pain endured, more than is inevitable to our mortal 
condition, or disciplinary toward our future life. And 
therefore we may, in regulated measure^ desire the pleasing, 
and be anxious to avoid the painful. 
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But think how much intereat, and attention, and care, are 
necessary to ayoid the ills of this mortal life ! How much 
concern and study must be applied directly to temporal 
things, in order that, on the whole, we may have the most 
benefit of our relations to this terrestrial scene. The 
particulars that might be specified will occur to every one. 
Health is deservedly an object of great interest and care. 
*^ Aflsctian*^ is inevitably and justly "set^* on it — ^and a 
person's near relatives in life — and then, as a matter 
concerning both himself and them, his temporal condition^ 
in the plainest sense of that epithet ; no small interest, that 
is to say, " affection *' is necessarily " set " on competence 
(especially in times when this is very difficult and 
precarious). As we have referred to the " times^** we may 
add, that a man that looks on the conduct of public affairs, 
by which his own, and his family's, and his fellow citizens' 
welfare are deeply affected, will necessarily feel very 
considerable interest in that direction. He must "set** 
some "affection** on what he is convinced would be the 
best, or at least a better, state of things. Again, if he is a 
man of cultivated intellect and taste, then he cannot avoid 
being interested in the beauties and wonders of nature, the 
great works of human intellect and genius, or the 
discoveries of science. Now in such points, it is seen how 
intimate is our relation to this world. And in some pro* 
portion to the intimacy and the number of our relations to 
this world, will it inevitably be that " affection " must be 
"set on things on the earth,** 

But, how striking and how sad it is here to consider, that 
the relations to this present world are the onhf ones 
practically recognized by the far greater number of 
mankind ! Think, if any religious instructor were to exhort 
them to such an utter disregard of their temporal interests as 
they actually indulge respecting their eternal ones, — ^what 
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madness would be charged ! A fortiori^ then, ift not tMirt 
mi awful madness P 

Let us turn to the other view of the subject ; that is, tho 
higher class of our relations. By the nobler part of our 
nature, we are placed in the most solemn relations to 
another economy. And not to haye a deep sense of this 
fact implies that something is enormously wrong. This 
immortal spirit was appointed but for a few years to this 
earth ; but eternally to another state. And it is placed in 
relations comporting with its eternity of existence ;— to 
CK)d, the one infinite Being — ^the one sole perfect and 
independent Essence ; — ^to the Bedeem^, the Lord, and the 
life of the new economy; — ^to an unseen state; — ^to an 
order of exalted, holy, and happy beings in that state ; — ^to a 
pure, exalted, and endless felicity in that state. And do I 
give, in conformity to one law of my nature, a great 
measure of my affection to the things to which I have a 
subordinate temporary relation, and refuse affection towarda 
those to which I have an eternal relation ? How marvellous 
and how lamentable, that the soul ccm consent to stay in the 
dust when invited above the stars; having in its own 
experience the demonstration that this is not its world; 
knowing that even if it were, the possession will soon cease ; 
and having a glorious revelation and a continual loud call 
from above I 

But it is (m the duty as considered not absolutely, but 
comparatively, of setting the affection "oftoctf," that we 
should insist. What should be the comparative state of the 
itfections, as towards the one and the other? And what 
ean the answer be but, plainly and briefly, that there must 
be at the lowest account a decided preponderance in favour 
of spiritual and eternal things P At the lowest state of the 
ease, we repeat, for alas ! tins is but little to say for the 
feeling towards things so contrasted, so immensely different 
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in value ! T]us is the lowest ground on which a man can 
justly deem himself a Christian. Por how is the great 
object of Christ at all accomplished in a man whoBe preference 
is not gained to those things which Christ came to redeem 
men to ? And consider 1 if no more than harely this is 
attained, how often this itself is likely to he put in doubt. 
On all accounts, therefore, how clearly it is a duty and an 
interest to aspire to every attainable degree beyond a mere 
positive preponderance. "We may even assert that this 
aspiration is an indispensable sign or symptom. 

And this may lead to the question, — What may be safely 
taken as indications, or proofs, that there is the required 
preponderance ? Now in most cases of comparison and 
preference, a man has no need to seek or think about the 
evidence of his preference ; it is a matter of prompt and 
unequivocal consciousness. And if in any case in the 
universe, it should be so here ! How happy to have it thus I 
But, even with good men, the case is not always such (far 
&om it !) as to make a reference to tests and proo& unne* 
cessary or useless. There is to be nothing mysterious in 
the matter and operation of these tests ; — ^nothing like the 
TIrim and Thummim ; — ^nothing like the ordeab ; — it is an 
affair of plain, serious, faithful thought. 

For example, let a man take the occasion to examine, 
when he is very strongly interested by some one temporal 
oli^ect or concern, whether he can say, more than all this is 
the interest I feel in " the things that are above." When 
he is greatly pleased with some temporal possession, or 
success, or prospect, and his thoughts suddenly turn to the 
higher objects, is he then decidedly more pleased ? or does 
he feel a deep and earnest solicitude that this temporal good 
may not injure him in his higher interests P If he suffers 
or apprehends something very grievous as to his temporal 
interests, does he* deliberately feel that he would far rather 

VOL. I. o 
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9wffer SO than in his spiritual interests P Or again, in such 
a case, does he feel a strong oyerhalancing consolation from 
"things above ?" Is he more pleased to give the earnest 
application of his mind to the higher objects and interests 
than to any inferior ones ? (As a man digging in the con- 
fidence he should find gold, would labour with more soul and 
spirit than one raising stones or planting trees.) Does he 
feel that, on the whole, he would do more, or sacrifice more, 
for the one than for the other P While greatlj interested 
in a temporal pursuit, does he habituailj charge it upon his 
soul, and actually endeavour, that he do with still greater 
intenseness prosecute a higher object p K he perceives that 
his pursuit of a temporal object is beginning to outrun (if 
we may so speak) his pursuit of the nobler, does he solemnly 
intermit, in order that this may not be the case P " How 
vigorously I am piursuing this — ^But what is that which I am 
leaving behind ? If I leave that behind, U mU stay ! It 
will run no race with a worldly spirit. Let me instantly 
draw in ! " Is he constantly, or very often, impelled to the 
divine throne to implore grace and strength that there may be 
a decided preponderance P the witness for him « above " that 
there is that proof at least of his affections there P K, by the 
advance of life, he is sensible that he is fast going out of the 
" things on the earth," does he rise above all regret at this, 
in the view of the sublimer objects P " Do you compas* 
sionate me because I am growing old — ^because I cannot stay 
long here P You mistake ! Yonder is the scene to which I 
am animated in approaching." "We will only add, — ^in his 
occupation and transactions with the ^' things on the earth," 
has he acquired the habit of imparting even to those con- 
cerns a principle and a reference still bearing toward the 
higher objects P — Such questions as these would be the 
points for placing and keeping the subject in a state of trial 
and proof; would be an admonition, too, of the necessity of 
applying all the force in the higher direction. ' 
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Now how happj to be in such a state of decided prefer- 
ence in the deyotement of the affections! Happy! con- 
sidering that to those higher things we are in a constant, 
permanent relation ; whereas our relation to the terrestrial 
is yarying and transient. (Beflect, how many things on the 
earth we have been in relation to, but are no longer, and 
shall be no more.) Happy ! because a right state of the 
affections toward the superior objects is the sole security for 
our haying the greatest benefit of those on earth. Por that 
which is the best in the inferior is exactly that which may 
contribute to the higher ; and that will neyer be found but 
by him who is intent on the higher. Happy! because 
every step of the progress which we must make in leaving 
the one is an advance toward a blessed and eternal conjunc- 
tion with the other. 

And then, finally (what we adverted to at the beginning), 
that circumstance of transcendent happiness, that in the 
superior state of good men there will be no contrary 
attractions, no diverse and opposed relations to put their 
choice and their souls in difficulty or peril ! 

Jmuarif 28^*, 1822. 
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LECTUEE III. 

TUB SELF-DTSCIPLIinB STHTABLE TO CEETAIIT 
MENTAL STATES. 

Peoteebs xiiii. 19. 
" Be wise, and guide thine heart in the wa/y^ 

I WILL acknowledge not to have been able to fall upon a 
passage of scripture exactly to the point to whicb I should 
hope it may be profitable to direct our attention for a few 
moments. Though, in effect, and in a general way, innu- 
merable passages inculcate the kind of lesson which we are 
wishing to enforce. 

The thing proposed may be stated in very few words. 
In our course through life, our minds are liable to be (they 
actually are in succession and change) placed in certain 
states of feeling, strongly marked, and, for the time, strongly 
prevailing. And this by causes, by influences and circiun- 
stances, independent of our will. We might call them 
moods; by many serious persons they are denominated 
frames. They are produced by fects and events that we 
witness or hear of; — ^by views of the state of the world; — 
by particular subjects of thought, forcibly impressed on our 
minds ; — ^by circumstances in our own immediate condition ; 
— ^by the state of our health ; — by even the seasons of the 
year. And they form a state of feeling, distinguished by a 
stronger character, from the quiet, ordinary tone. Now the . 
lesson we would wish to inculcate is just this; that these 
Slates of feeling, thus involuntarily produced, should be 
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carefully turned to a profitable account; that we should 
avail ourselves of what there is in them specificallj adapted 
to afford improvement. 

It is hardly necessary to make the previous observation, 
that there are many strong feelings to which we are liable 
which we are not to talk of turning to account, they being 
absolutely evil, such as should be resisted, repressed, and 
crushed altogether. For instance, envy, — malice, — ^revenge, 
— a rebellious feeling against God; such as these can be 
turned to no profitable account; they are not like some 
natwral evils which may, as poisons may, be made medi- 
cinal ; not so these moral and spiritual poisons ; at least by 
mem they cannot be turned to beneficial use ; doubtless they 
can by Qt)d, else, infinite power and goodness would not 
have permitted their existence in his creation. 

But the states of feeling to which we refer are such as 
are not essentially and necessarily evil. They may be called 
a kind of natural seasons in the soul ; somewhat parallel to 
the seasons and the climates of the natural world ; only not 
having their regularity and fixed order. They have their 
evils, and may be suffered to become great evils ; but stiH 
are available to good, by a wise and religious care. In 
other terms, they may be described as elements, having in 
them what may be applied to the very best and most advan- 
tageous uses. These varied states of feeling are of the two 
great classes, the pleani/ng^ and the un^leadng ; the latter 
being felt ofbener and more sensibly. 

But we will begin with an illustration of the more 
pleasmg order. Tou can easily represent to yourselves the 
example of a person quite in the sunshine of feeling; 
a person perhaps constitutionally cheerful, — ^in excellent 
health, — ^in the prime of life, — and a great number of cir- 
cumstances around him very much according to his wishes. 
And in addition to all this, there may be, at some particulap 



Digitized 



by Google 



22 THE SELE-DISOIPLINE SUITABLE 

season, some more than ordinary cause to animate the plea- 
surable state of his mind ; — some bright smiles of what we 
call " good fortune," beaming out upon him ; — some import- 
ant matter that was depending, decided in his &your; — 
some new delightful confidence or acquisition, in regard to 
the interests of friendship and affection ; — some gratifying 
circumstance in the affairs of his family. Now you have 
the image before you of the person in this high exhilaration ; 
his soul oyerrunning with delight, his countenance lighted 
up with animation ! 

But, do you gravely consider the case ? How will it be 
with him, what will be the benefit of all this, if he do not 
exercise reflection ? if he do not " guide his heart ?" It is 
far too probable that all this will mightily tend and lead to 
direct evil; — ^to forgetfiilness of God, — ^to unbounded love 
of the world, — ^to banishment of all thought of death and 
hereafter; perhaps to levity, frivolity, and revelling in 
amusement and luxury. 

But at the very best it will be this ; namely, he will just 
indulge himself in the fulness of his satisfaction. He will 
have no use of his delight but to enjoy it, — to devour it. 
And all he will think will be, " To-morrow shall be as this 
day, and much more abundant." 

i^ow, what would you wish to say to him ? " Can you be 
content to have no good but this, of all this animation, and 
glow, and expansion of heart ? Just to give yourself up to 
be delighted, — ^to bound and dance in thoughtless felicity, 
like an animal of the spring, or an insect of the sunshine ? 
You are suffering to consume away, in mere useless sparkle 
and blaze, a precious element of mind, which might, while 
it bums, be applied to some noble purposes." 

Here is the lesson which we are desiring to inculcate ; 
that is, the consideration of the valuable uses to which a 
bright season of the soul should be employed. It should 
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not, hj the w&j, be forgotten, that one point of wisdom in 
such a case, may be, somewhat to repress and sober^such an 
exhilaration of the heart. There might be such an intoxica- 
tion of joyous sentiment as should be fit for nothing but 
wild mirth. But in truth, it will seldom be long before there 
shall be something or other to damp this, eyen without 
seeking it. And the consideration that the fine pleasurable 
season of the spirits may not last long, but is liable to 
become chilled and oyercast, should be a strong admonition 
for losing no time in turning it to the best account. And 
to what account might we suppose a wise man to turn 
it? 

In the first place, — it would surely be a wise application 
of this pleasurable state of feeling, to seek most seriously, 
that some of it may be directed into the chamiel of gra^- 
tude to God. Consider! "Why am I not, at this hour, 
overwhelmed with distress, iostead of these feelings of 
delight? I deserve to be so, and many of my fellow 
mortals are so, who probably deserve it less. Is it not 
because God is exceedingly good to me? To constitute 
this state which I am now enjoying, how many cares and 
gifts of that beneficent Father, — ^how many collective rays 
of mercy from that open heaven! And does my heart 
absorb all, and refiect nothing ? All this that tells me of 
the Supreme Benefactor, does it really but make me, or 
prove me, an Atheist ? In what manner — by what means 
— ^am I expecting ever to be reminded of God — ever to be 
drawn toward him, if his goodness has no such effect ? If my 
heart has absolutely no will to send upward any of its gratify- 
mg emotions, as incense to him, what must be its condition ? 
Is not this a reflection calculated instantly to chill all this 
delight ? If, in these pleasurable emotions, there is nothing 
of a nature that admits of being sent up in grateful devo* 
lion, what estimate should I form of my pleasure, my 
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happiness? Content! delighted! with a happiness which 
by its yery nature estranges me from Gtod V* 

From which we may observe, — that it will be a wise and 
valuable use of any season of unusual gladness, to watch 
narrowly the effect which earthly felicity has upon our 
minds, in order that the happy, the self-complacent man 
may see what kind of nature he has to be acted upon ; — ^a 
sad nature, truly, if he sees the fact to be, {hat the more 
its wishes are gratified the worse it becomes, if left to it- 
self ! Thus should we watch in order to see the practical 
proof of the manner in which earthly delight acts on the 
heart, unless combined with a sanctifying religion. 

There may have been a great deal of unthinking declama- 
tion about the dangers of prosperity, the perverting guile 
of earthly pleasure, and topics of this kind. And how often 
have the gay, the young, the prosperous smiled contemptu- 
ously at such discourse ! But let us admonish them, that 
they have no business to deride declamation who wiU not 
attend to proof; and when that proof is in their own souls, 
at their own most serious cost ! A man that shall in a 
right manner make the kind of observation we are describ- 
ing, vnll certainly — not desire to have distress and pain 
instead of his gladness and gratification — ^but he vnll be 
alarmed into earnestness and prayer that Gbd may never 
let him fancy himself happy, independently of the divine 
sources of felicity. 

But for fear of being tedious, we might pertinently have 
applied the admonition to this lively, delighted state of 
the spirits as owing to certain particular causes or occa- 
sions ; — as for instance, the recovery of health, from great 
suffering and peril, or protracted languishing. This is 
generally a season of extremely pleasurable feeling ; but 
often suffered to be mere pleasure, tending to no use ; — 
the mere joy of having escaped ; — ^the gladness of a prisoner 
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got loose, before lie is sober enough to think what he shall 
do with his liberty. But to what purpose, then, has the 
man been disciplined by suffering, and then rescued by a 
merciful hand ? He should be anxious to "guide his heart" 
to those pmrposes which afiiiction should haye taught him. 
In this animation of feeling he has, in a sense, a double life, 
that which was lost to him daring illness being virtually 
restored to him by this extra animation. 

We might have specified that delighted state of feeling — 
that fine dimate or weather of the soul — ^which some per- 
sons experience from the beautiful seasons and scenes of 
nature. Amidst such feelings the thought should never be 
long absent ; " How can I, as a wise man and a Christian, 
take the best advantage of this awakening of my sensibi- 
lity ?" No man ever seems to have felt more of this influence 
than the poetic and inspired Hebrew ; and no reader of the 
Psalms needs to be informed to what use he directed these 
feelings. 

We shaU not specify any more of the particular modes 
and occasions of these bright and warm states of feeling. 
But considering them generally, we cannot too strongly 
urge the duty which accompanies them. They should be 
regarded as cultivators regard the important weeks of the 
spring ; — as mariners regard the blowing of favourable winds ; 
— as merchants seize a transient and valuable opportunity 
for gain ; — ^as men overlaboured, and almost overmatched in 
warfare, regard a strong reinforcement of fresh combatants. 
The spring and energy of spirit felt in these pleasurable 
seasons of the heart, should be applied to the use of a more 
spirited performance of the Christian duties in general, 
but especially to those which are the most congenial ; such 
as the exercises and services most directly expressive of gra- 
titude to Gk)d ; — ^the study and exertions for promoting the 
happiness of men. 
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It is more tlian time to turn to a darker side of our sub- 
ject. We cannot haye been dreaming that these seasons 
of pleasure are prevailing through the general experience 
of our race ; or with frequency or long duration in the ex- 
perience of almost any one. The Christian admonisher 
to ^^ gtddethe hearty'* will find the occasions but few for ex- 
horting men to turn their joy to a wise account, compared 
with the cases of a far different kind. It were indeed a 
gloomy calculation, if it could be made, what proportion of 
time is passed by mankind coUectiyely in a state of feeling 
decidedly infelicitous, as compared with their experience of 
animated pleasure. But a still far worse view of the case 
is this \ namely, how small a portion of their painful feeling 
turns to any good account. 

We do not mean to take a condition of severe and over- 
whelming distress as the subject of the present admonition. 
(Greatly short of this, there are occasional states of darkened, 
gloomy feeling, continuing for a while, in which sensibility 
becomes pensiveness, and gravity sadness ; in which there 
is a strong tendency, for the time, to serious ideas and 
musings of the more melancholy class. It is as if an ac- 
customed barrier had been thrown down on one side of 
the mind, to admit an invasion of austere thoughts, and 
unwelcome and threatening images. The immediate cause 
may have been some untoward turn of events ; — some pain- 
ful disappointment ; — or the death of relatives or friends I 
— and constitutional tendency or defective health may 
contribute. 

Now, this infelicitous season of the soul — shall it not be 
turned, by wisely " guiding the heart,'* to lasting advantage? 
And how may it be so P In many instances all this possi- 
ble benefit is refrised and lost. It is a bad sign when we 
see a person in this state of feeling just merely anxious and 
endeavouring to escape from it ; when there is a horror of 
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Bditade ; — ^a recourse to any thing that will help to banish 
reflection ; such as change of place ; — making excursions ; — 
contriving visits and parties; — endeavouring to force the 
spirits up to the pitch of lively sociel^ ; — even trying amuse- 
ments, when really little in the mood for amusement. This 
is a wretched and self-defrauding management. 

Certainly, the censure must have some terms of qualifi- 
cation. It is to be acknowledged that, in some cases, a 
gloomy state of the mind is very directly caused by a disor- 
dered or debilitated condition of the body. And when we 
speak, too, of a constitutional melancholy temperament in 
some persons, we are but expressing, probably, some myste- 
rious sympathy of the mind with its corporeal tenement. 
Now, in cases decidedly of this kind, expedients of alleviation 
will, to a certain extent, be very properly sought in movement 
—change of scene — or communication with more cheerful 
spirits. 

But, for the far greater number of persons experiencing 
these occasional graver, darker, seasons of the mind, there is 
no such concession to be made. This state of mind should be 
regarded not as a kind of disorder to be relieved and escaped, 
but as a visitation to be improved. 

One might address such a person thus; — ^Now, it is 
too probable that, during your past life, there has been far 
too little of the voluntary exercise of grave, deep thought, 
of choosing serious and solemn subjects of reflection, and 
with an appropriate temper of feeling; that is to say, 
what a gay spirit would deem a gloomy feeling, and what 
vou may have averted or evaded as such. Now that causes 
independent of your will have placed you, as it were, in the 
very element of such thought and feeling, let not your 
chief aim and eflbrt be to escape from it ! You had not 
seriousness enough to ^o into a solemn temple ; but now 
that a hand not to be resisted has led you into it, is your 



Digitized 



by Google 



28 THE SELF-DISCIPLINE SUITABLE 

sole attention to be fixed on the door ? — ^while the oracles 
of Gbd are inscribed there ! the images of the dead are 
standing there! visions of futurity are disclosed there! 
Now that light thoughts, and brisk spirits, and worldly 
pleasures and hopes, are aloof for a while, do take the op- 
portunity for serious consideration. Eeflect! — are there 
no great and solemn questions hitherto, most unwisely, 
left undecided ? When will you be willing to bring them to 
a decision ? Is it to be when you shall have recovered the 
easy or gay tone of feeling which always averts you from 
such subjects? Have you yet come to a determinate 
judgment on the state of your mind, in reference to its 
greatest interests ? If not, is a season of unusually grave 
feeling, of all times the wrong one for such a purpose? 
Have you yet come to a full consent of the soul to take 
death and eternity into the system of your interests ; into 
an intimate combination with all that you are wishing, 
projecting, and pursuing? K scarcely so,— when is this 
grand point to be effected? Will these solemn objects 
come to your view with more gracious aspects ; will they 
be welcomed nearer to you, when you shaU have again be- 
come more satisfied or delighted with the gratifications of 
this life ? Shall you call them to meet you in the flowery 
garden of pleasure ? — ^in your circles of gaiety ? — among 
your treasures of acquired gain ? Eeflect ! — ^have you yet 
come absolutely to meet Q-od, in your capacity of a sinner 
condemned, — and to be pardoned and saved? And have 
you come really and effectually to a believing and gratefiil 
reception of the offered redemption by Jesus Christ ? If 
there be any thing dubious as to this great matter, are you 
impatient to hasten away into a state of feeling in which 
you may slumber over such a question, and such a doubt ?" 
Or, supposing these great interests not to be in doubt and 
hazard, — ^if there is a/ny duty, or any temptation with respect 
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to wbich the darker season of feeling would aid him to pre- 
pare his mind, is it wise to reject that aid ? 

Now 18 not this a reasonable pleading? It is but re* 
quiring that a man should not be ^dlling to come out from 
a temporary and special state of feeling without having 
availed himself of that advantage which it has specially 
offered him ? 

But very briefly we will apply the admonition to only one 
more particular state of feeling which not seldom visits an 
observer of mankind; namely, an indignant excitement of 
mind against huma/n conduct. It will not be pretended that 
this is one of those feelings that ought to be extinguished as 
absolutely evil. It is what the best men have made no 
scruple of indulging and avowing ; the worthiest teachers, 
protesters, and reformers. But, to make the best advantage 
of it, a man must very wisely " guide his heart." He look» 
abroad and sees an infinity of things as he knows they ought 
not to be ; — every kind of perversity, depravity, and wrong . 
— ^and in many instances iniquity triumphing in power and 
success. And at times the flame of indignation is made to 
bum with violence, by some particular occurring instance of 
great iniquity. Now, he cannot but be sure that, within 
certain limitations, he " does well to be angry." But then 
the admonition, "Take care that you manage this Are to 
answer a good purpose, and that you do not bum yourself" 
"What purpose ? It may enforce on you the necessity of a 
most carefully disciplined judgment. It may surely con- 
tribute to aggravate your permanent impression of the ex- 
treme evil of sin, (let every indignant emotion go thither) ; 
— and, therefore, to "justify" the Almighty in that part of 
his economy which is directed in hostility against it; to 
impress upon you that which is so much to be hated, is no 
less to be dreaded. Therefore beware yourself. The in- 
dignant thoughts and emotions thus going outward, may 
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surely admenish you against leaving all to an indulgent 
judgment within. Amidst these indignant feelings, there 
should bo suggested a warning against a deceptiye manner 
of comparing yourself with others. This state of feeling 
may admonish you of the sovereignty of Grod. You look at 
all this ; you are impotent and cannot put an end to it. 
God sees it all; he is omnipotent, and could end it in a 
moment. There is a reason why he does not. You must 
submit in mystery and humility to his supreme wisdom. 
And, finally, should it not contribute to the desire of a better 
world ? and to a more earnest application to all that which 
may prepare you for it ? " 

Here ^e close these observations. These few exemplifi* 
cations may contribute to show, how those involuntary states 
of feeling, which come upon us for a time, may be turned to 
a valuable use ; that so we may carry out of the world with 
us benefits acquired by the divine aid, from all the mental 
8€aaom through which we shall have passed. 

February 13, 1822. 
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THB EIGHT HODB OP GrVTHTO JlSTD BXCEnmTO BEPROOF. 

Gaultiaks iv. 16. 

"Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the 
truth?'' 

Mbk commonly assign a number of the persons and 
things within their sphere to the classes, respectively, of 
friends and enemies. There are beings that have in them 
an evil spirit toward us, and there are those that have a good 
one. And it is of very great importance that men rightly 
account of what are such, (i. e. Mends and enemies), 
because very much of what men are, and what they do, 
depends on what they account friends and enemies. Many 
things in our notions, tastes, habits, practices, if traced back 
to the came, are what they are, because such and such men 
were regarded by us as friends or as enemies. 

How disastrous, therefore, that perversity of apprehension 
through which enemies have so often been accounted friends, 
and friends enemies ! And especially conspicuous has this 
perversity been in regard to the point suggested in our text, 
namely, whether it should be esteemed the part of a friend 
faithfiilly to tell men the truth ; — ^and whether the suppres- 
sion of truth, and the substitution of its opposite, should 
not be held to mark the character of an enemy. 

Advert, in your thoughts, to the first temptalion in the 
world, — ^the first communicalion to man of opinion and 
advice, after God had finished speaking. The most gross, 
and impious, and pernicious falsehood was pronounced; 
what there was the most absolute evidence must be such. 
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And it was taken for the language of a friend J Por 
what plainer proof can there be that the speaker is regarded 
as a fdend, than that his advice is practically taken, when 
the taking of it involves the most momentous interests ! 

It is but in passing, that we notice how much into the 
dark this fact plunges us, in respect to the question, " What 
really was, in kind and degree, the original rectitude of 
man ?" The bare fact proves, irresistibly, that too much of 
what many systematic divines have inconsiderately written 
can be no better than poetry. 

Again, in exemplification of how men have judged of 
friends, — how did the world become covered with a deluge 
of error, but because those were accounted friends who 
spoke the reverse of truth ? Ask again, where and when 
has it been that flatterers were not admitted and welcomed 
as friends ? "What a prodigious singularity in history were 
it, if there were recorded any nation, or tribe, or city, in 
which these were generally and practically discouraged and 
silenced, and honest truth was the way to fevour ! When- 
ever was it, that honest truth was the obvious expedient of 
self-interest P Self-interest with men is to be promoted by 
giving them the persuasion that we are their friends. Well 
then, has their faithfulness been the way in which men have 
gone about to make their fellow mortals esteem them for 
friends ? How often has the amicable state of feeling been 
broken up by telling the truth, even when done in a proper 
spirit and manner! The great apostle himself^ seems not 
without apprehension of such an effect, sincere as he was, 
and affectionate, and venerable, and even speaking to them 
with the authority of God. And still, and always, is not 
this honest expression of truth one of the most difficult and 
hazardous things a friend has to do ? AU which is but one 
more example to show that, in this world, whatever is the 
best in a thing, is the most difficult to be had, and to be 
kept in that thing. 
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But, now, in a general theoretical judgment, men would 
approve, by implication at least, what is so unwelcome 
when it comes to the practice. 

" What would you wish your friend to he f " 
• Answer. " Whatever else, I would wish him to be sin- 
cere.'* Sincere ! and what then ? What is his sincerity P 
Not a thing simply and silently within himself. 
" What would you wish yowr friend to he /" 
Answer. " That he should take a very genuine interest 
in .my welfare, and be desirous to promote it." Well! and 
is his sole and sovereign rule for consulting and promoting 
your welfare to be, that he should always please you ? If 
he deliberately thinks that' certain things are true, and that 
though the representation of them will not sound quite 
graciously in your ears, it is important to your welfare that 
they should be pressed on your attention, what is he to do ? 
what will he truly seeking to promote your welfare ? 
" What would you wish yowr friend to he /" 
Answer. "A person of a clear, sound, discriminating 
judgment, and a decided preference, in all things, for what 
is right." Well, but he will exercise this judgment on you; 
and would you not wish to have the benefit of it, so exer- 
cised ? And his strong, discerning, conscientious preference 
of what is right, — must he take care never to signify it in 
any way that should convey an admonition or reproach to 
you? 

" What would you wish your friend to hef** 
Answer, " That he should not be a man full of self-com- 
placency, a self-idolater, but observant and severe toward 
his own errors and defects." Indeed ! and is this the man 
that is to be quite insensible to your defects and faults ? is 
he not to apply the same law ? Or, if he does perceive and 
judge, is it his duty to cherish in you that very self-com- 
VOL. I. D 
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plaeencj which 701% ^uire he should not h^^e m \vmf^? 
Is he to be content thivt jfpi^ should he that whi<^ you oould 
not tolerate Tvim to be P We might yet again adc^ 
" Whxt would ytm. wish jfotsr friwd to he f " 
Answei% " I should wish he were a man that would 
include me expicessly in his petitions to the €N)d of aH 
grace, praying that, among other thiugs^ I might be. cor- 
rected, improved, and delivered from those evils which he 
perceives in me, wdd Gh)d far more clearly." 

Well now, are these evils too sacred &r a^y finger but 
tiiat of God to touch ? Are you, with your faults, like the 
holy ark P — if XJz^ah apply a hand, he must be smittexk \ 
May not the friend venture to say thus to you — " I have 
prayed for you against such and such things P" Would you. 
be displeased that he would thus gently and seriously exeite^ 
you, ta make the same requests yourself P Or at least excite 
you to think, whether they are not such as you would do 
well to make, and do well to adopt a corresponding self- 
discipline P We will but suppose one more answer to the 
question, 

" What would you with yowr friend to he /" 
Answer. '' I would wish him to be such that, as the last 
result of my communications with him, a great deal of 
whatever may be defective and wrong in me shall have been 
disciplined away." But by what manner of operation, if he 
is never to hint at such a thing ? Is it to be by some moral 
magic P Or is he to presume no further than to admonish 
by example ? What ! not even if he perceives that that 
admonition does not take effect P How many pointed sug- 
gestions of his mind is he to withhold from putting into 
words, in waiting to see whether they will arise in your own 
thoughts P May he not justly despair of accomplishing 
much beneficial correction, so long as he must not say that 
he intends or wishes to do it p so long, in short, as he feels 
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hiins^ in hasard of becoming, m your regard, an '' Mlemy'*^ 
by telling you the truth ? 

Thus men will profeefl, and perlisps unthialriTig^ beliere, 
that they derive the most essential benefits derirable from a 
true friend ; but if he shall offer to impart them, he becomes 
an "enemy !" But consider, what an invitation, the while, 
thier temper of mind gives to real enemies ; — ^to the flatterer 
— ^to the designing hyporaite;— to every imposition the 
mind can put on itself; — and to the great deceiver of 
souls ; — to a99y thing but salutary Isruth ! 

The great cause of this perversity and repugnance is, that 
it cannot be but that plain iaruth (by whatever voice) must 
say many things that are unpleasing. AH censure is so ; as 
it hurts that most quick, and delicate, and constant of all 
feeliDgs, Belf-love, And censure ! who dares to say in how 
many points the full unmitigated implication of truth to him 
would net be censure ? And who dares to say how many 
of these points might not be struck upon by a clear-sighted 
friend, that should imreservedly express "the truth?" 
Hence the disposition to regard him as an " enemy.'* 

Another thing greatly contributing to this feeling 
toward him is, a want of the real earnest desire to be in 
all things set right ; a kind of hollow truce which is kept 
up with conscience, with great difficulty, easily disturbed, 
and the disturbance painful ; therefore, " do not, do not 
econe to provoke the enemy within 1" 

And then, again, there is pride, reacting against a fellow 
mortal and fellow sinner. The man who expresses correc- 
tive truth, seems, for the time, to assume a certain kind of 
superiority. The admonisher, the reprover, seems to assume 
a capacity partaking of both lawgiver and judge. And 
this appearance will not be perfectly qualified away by any 
disavowal of all such assumption ; nor even by the man's 
declaring that he is sensible he is at the same time censur^ 

n 2 
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ing also Hmself ; and is desirous to take to Mmself the 
admonition he gives. Still the sentiment of pride is, 
" What right has a fellow sinner, with his own defects to 
be corrected, thus to summon and arraign me before him as 
in judgment P" 

Here how obviously is the consideration suggested, of 
the importance of a practical «^Z/-correction, in order to be 
able to admonish and correct others with dignity and effect. 

Another thing against a man's amicable reception in the 
character of a corrective instructor is, not seldom, a real 
difference of judgment on the matters in question. "When 
the "friend" ventures to express some accusatory "truth" 
(truth, as he deems it), the answer may be, " I do not admit 
it to be truth," and, of course, it is possible the respond- 
ent may be right. But if he only tJimJcs so, he is inclined 
to take double offence. The corrector both has taken upon 
him to be a judge and censurer, and has judged and cen- 
sured wrong. The spirit of defensive hostility rises at once 
in the accused, and both are prompted to rush into ^^ a just 
cmd necessary war !*^ In this case, if it were possible for 
them to have friendly and Christian temper enough to 
argue the matter calmly, they might both receive advantage. 
The one, or the other, might be convinced of error, and 
ingenuously acknowledge it, glad to be just so much a 
gainer. Or, more probably, each might come to see reason 
to admit the other's representation in part, so that they 
should nearly coincide. The person reprehended might 
acknowledge the truth and justice to a certain extent, and 
at the same time succeed in showing the other that there 
are circumstances and considerations greatly modifying the 
attributed fault. Is it not mortifying -to think how seldom 
such amicable discussion is permitted by temper and pride 
to take place even among good men ! 

We note only one thing more, as tending to excite in a 
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person hearing unpleasant truth a feeling as toward an 
" enemy," and that is, an unfavourable opinion or surmise, as 
to the motives of the teller of this truth. If it m truth, and 
useful truth, the motives of him that says it — should make no 
material difference. Even from an enemy real instruction 
has an undiminished value* But, as we are constituted, this 
consideration does make a great difference. But the person 
reprehended should reflect, how strongly the nature of the 
case tempts him to think unfavourably of the motives. Let 
him consider how slowly such surmises are entertained by 
him when he receives approbation or applause. Such com- 
placent expressions may have been repeatedly received &om 
the person who now, for once, ventures to utter blame. 
Was he tJien accounted or suspected for an ** enemy p" 
But is all the assurance and evidence of his being a friend 
to be annihilated by a few sentences in a different kind of 
language? 

Here, however, it is to be acknowledged that truth may 
sometimes be spoken in the spirit of an enemy, and for an 
enemy's purpose ; far from any intention to do good, or 
real love of truth. In many an instance it has been spoken 
and urged home, for the very piu^ose of mortifying and 
tormenting. Sometimes it ha^ been spoken in triumphant 
revenge for admonitions and reproofs formerly received ; for 
the purpose of precluding a repetition of such unwelcome 
admonitions, and silencing the monitory voice. It has been 
uttered in the pure delight of being able to fix the reproach 
of something wrong on even the best men. It has been 
deliberately considered and kept back in readiness to be 
uttered when too late to do any good. It has even been 
digested and reserved in the mind to be uttered with 
infernal exultation, to inflict a pang on a person sinking in 
distress or in death. Let no speaker of truth, then, actu- 
ated by evil motives, content or acquit himself by being 
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able to say, *^ It w«i truth, imd nothing but truth, thtt I 



But, setting out of Tiew all such deprayitj m thin* we 
shall do well, to insist on a cireumstanee or two ot {oo- 
priety, in respect to the telling of unpleasant truth. 

For one thing, it is self-endent that those who have to do 
this, should well exercise themselves to understand what 
they speak of. If this be a rule of propriely generally, in 
the utterance of thoughts and judgments, it is eapeeially so 
in respect to those which are to be expressed as reprehen- 
•ions, directly applied to persons and to friends; whepe 
some pain and displeasure may be expected to be caused, 
and opposition provoked. On such occasions how needful a 
knowledge of the subject, wellrconsidered opinion, clear 
representation, pertinent sound argument. 

It hardly needs be said, that a real and evident friendly 
intention is of great avail. It may be added, that there 
should not be the same stress laid on everything, that may 
not be exactly as the corrective instructor thinks it ought. 
Indeed, many minor things may wisely be altogether passed 
over. 

Again, in presenting admonitory or accusatory truth, it 
should be the instructor's aim that the authority may be 
conveyed in the truth itself, and not seem to be assmned by 
him as tlie speaker of it ; that he may be the mere conveyer 
of the force of the subject. You have seen this difference 
exemplified no doubt. One man, a discreet and modest one, 
(and not the less strong for that) shall keep himself && much 
as he can out of the pleading, and press the essential virtue 
and argument of the svhject. Another makes himself 
prominent in it, so that yielding to the argument shall seem 
to be yielding to him. His style, expressly or in effect, is 
this ; " I think my opinion should have some weight in this 
isase.** « These arguments are what have satisfied me.^' 
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** If you liave any teapect for my jndgmerrt," Ac. Ac. So 
thicfc tiie grettb point \(ith liim is not «o much lihat you 
^otdd &0 convi^ed, as that he should hisrd the ^ereAit Of 
ootti'vUiciiig you. 

*Once more, — the tdlet of unplearing truths hhoidd wAtcfc 
to Belect &vourable times and occasions C* mdlia iem^^ord 
fimH^^J; — ^when an inquisitive or docile disposition is moBt 
appSEifent ; — ^when some circumstance eft topic naturally leadti 
without formality or abruptness ; — ^when there tippears to be 
in the Way the least to put him (the person reproved) in the 
attitude dr pride and hostile self-de£snce. 

It is an unhappy fiict, that even among friends, the very 
reverse of this discreet and benevolent poKcy very generally 
prevails. Of all times, it is just in tliat when something has 
made them angry, — ^when the state of amicable feeling is for 
tiie time broken up, that they speak out the most of the 
imgraciouB truth which they have thought at other times. 
Tiey have thought of it, and wished to Bay it, but did not 
know how ; they hare waited for a fevourable occasion, but 
it never seemed to come ; the subject has therefore been 
brooded over in silence, and perhaps created many an 
unamicable and xmamiable mood, which was not explained. 

Till at length 1 So that **the truth," (for we will 

suppose that there is much taith uttered in this explosion,) 
instead of doing any of the good which it might in a certain 
manner of communication, records itself, as it were, in deep 
and lasting mischief What might, by wisdom and benevo- 
lence, have been made to fall as a salutary shower, is 
gradually collected and darkened till it bursts forth in a 
violent and destructive tempest. One great mischief of thuB 
" telling the truth " is, that it can hardly ever afterwards be 
said in a conciliating and persuasive manner. That sub* 
ject is thenceforward to be avoided, or but reserved for 
another storm. 
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How much it is to be wished that all this could be mended; 
among friends especially. One thinks that, among them^ it 
-should be possible that the system of social communication 
might be constituted on such high principles, that it should 
be understood as their mutual wish and claim ^to have the 
advantage of one another's faithful friendly animadversions. 
Or that, at least, more particular friends might expressly 
recognize this as a right and obligation. Think, if this were 
practicable, what a benefit it might be! Consider, how 
many thoughts there are, in their separate minds, concerning 
one another, which would be beneficially corrective, if they 
could come by some intuition into the other's mind 
respectively. How often it has occurred to you ; — " This 
that is in my thoughts when I think oi him — I do wish it 
could be in his — for I am sure it would have some good 
effect ; that is to say if it could be in his mind, without; 
being suggested from mine ; but, as so suggested, I cannot 
be sure it would be at aU efS.caciou8." The fear of what our 
text expresses, still hangs over the mind, and shuts it up 
from the desired communication. And no wonder, when 
this has so often been the experience of the most genuine 
friends, in presenting salutary truth ; so often the experience 
of the worthiest instructors, parents, ministers, philan- 
thropists ; of prophets and apostles, of Moses and Paul ; 
nay, of our divine Lord, and Master, and Eedeemer him- 
self! 

But still, let not the sincere friend suffer himself altogether 
to despond. And that this task and service of telling the 
truth may not be in vain, and worse, we cannot, in conclu- 
sion, too strongly insist on the duty with respect to hearing 
it. Men should be aware, that it is an unfavourable symptom 
of the state of the mind, when there is an excessive and 
irritable delicacy as to hearing things which are the contrary 
of flattery. Is it a wise self-love that would thus draw a 
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protective and inviolable line round everytUng that is cure . 
round all the defects and faults we may have, which are our 
closest and most mischievous enemies P As if a garrison 
should make a point of most sacredly protecting the very 
traitors it knows or suspects it has within, because they 
belong to their town ! 

The right disposition of mind is, that which desires 
earnestly "the tefth!" — "the tetjth!" in whatever 
manner it may come to us. Not that the manner of its 
being conveyed is quite indifferent ; far from it ; but " the 
TBFTH," howsoever it come, has its own intrinsic eternal 
value. And what a fool I am, if I will not take it, and 
apply it to its use, just because the manner of its coming to 
me has not pleased me ! Even from an avowed enemy, as it 
has often been said, we ought to be willing to learn : 
but surely then, when it is from a friend, a Christian 
friend ! 

Becollect the disposition of the psahnist, "Let the 
righteous smite me, it shdll be a kindness ; let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not bre^ my 
head." Let it be remembered, that there have been many 
instances in which a friend, silent when he should have 
spoken, has himself afterwards received the reproof, in 
serious and pathetic terms, for not having done so, from the 
person whom he declined to admonish. 

Pinally, if there be those who are of a temperament so 
painfully and irritably susceptible, that they really can no 
way bring themselves to be willing to hear corrective truth 
from others, how strong is the obligation that they should 
look BO much the more severely to themselves. 

jEhhrtmy 28, 1822, 
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Mi-TTHBW xxri. 41. 

" Watch cmdfray that ye enter not into temptation*^ 

This is one of tlie last sentences uttered bj our Lord 
to his disciples before his death. All he appears to have 
said to them the remainder of that dreadful night, would 
fill but verj few moments. And this circumstance of being 
nearly the last, would seem to give it a peculiar and so- 
lemn emphasis. The last, — ^the end of any prolonged series, 
if at all important, has some peculiar relation to our most 
serious feelings; how it finds them out, moves them into 
exercise, — even men of mirth are somewhat graver ! 

If the last in an important series is considered with 
respect to prospect, it is regarded like coming to the brink 
of a gulf ;-^if with regard to retrospect, it seems ae it were 
to collect, and stand representative o£ the importance of all 
the preceding, as if it had a voice and said, '' Thej all speak 
this once more by me, that speak the last.*' In the case 
of a revered friend and instructor, speaking nearly for the 
last time, it would seem as if his spirit, before it departed, 
went back to re-animate, repeat, re-apply all his preceding 
instructions. It is as if he said, ''My spirit cannot 
come to yours in any new words, any more words; let it 
henceforward be felt as coming to you in those I have 
spoken before." And also the sentences which he 
deliberately chose to utter last, would be felt as being 
instead of, and in some sense having the virtue of, all the 
other valuable things that he cannot now say. 
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But in the instance of our Lord, there were other most 
•olemn and afiSdcting (nrcumstanoes, to give emphasis to his 
last expressionfl to his disciples. They were uttered under 
the pressure c^ a m^ital agony, unparalleled in nature and 
degree in all time ;— in the near anticipation of a corporeid 
anguish, the severest that malignity could devise to inflict; 
and idl this inflicted on perfect goodness, and (as far as men 
were concerned) inflicted hecause of that goodness ; hecause 
he was in perfect antipathy to that moral evil which reigned 
triumphant, and raged at his interference. And all this was 
voluntarily encoomtered, not only hy an original act of 
determination, hut hy an act of determination at each step 
renewed, and at each step in one sense revocahle ; that is to 
eay, if it had heen morally possihle for him to ahandon the 
ohject. He said the case was such, and the whole grand 
design still so depending on his present determination, that 
myriads of angels would instantly have come at his 
requisition. And then with a suhlime, and awful, and 
justly vindictive triumph, he could have left the world to 
destruction! But what had then hecome of the great 
purpose on which he came to redeem itP Now all this 
would afterwards in the minds of his disciples, and should 
in ours, he associated with his last admonitions. To think 
how he watched, and prayed, and suffered, and- cared for his 
disciples and mankind, in the hour in which he said it ! 

The first word of the admonition was pointed at that 
immediate circumstance that they slept; even those three 
whom he had selected to go fturther with him in the 
melancholy garden for the purpose of their watching with 
him, even they fell asleep, once and again, — ^notwithstanding 
the awful character of the crisis. As if through an over- 
ruling appointment to show how completely he was placed, 
hy his nature and his work, out of sympathy and co- 
operation ; — ^to show that hb was a person, and that hU waa 
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a part — exclusive ana alone. How true was it that he " trod 
the wine-press alone !" Often would his disciples, in their 
subsequent career of apostles, reflect how totally inadequate 
they had been in all senses, to be in communication with 
him in that avrful hour ! But we repeat again, that every 
renewed recollection of the admonition to watch and pray in 
defence against temptation, would be enforced by powerful 
and affecting associations. 

"We may be allowed to leave the strict and literal import 
of the term watching in the text for that larger sense in 
which it is so often used for exhortation in the New 
Testament. 

Yet it were not at all impertinent to dwell one moment 
on the admonition in that literal sense in which our Lord 
spoke it. It may surely be taken as a reproof of wasting in 
imnecessary slumber the time which should be employed in 
praying against temptation. It is at their own cost that 
any shall regard this as too trivial a thing for admonition 
and for conscience. Let it be honestly estimated what 
portion is really necessary for refreshment and health. 
And then let the comparison be imagined between a person 
who shall habitually thus consume one hour in the twenty- 
four, more than this necessary measure, and another who 
shall save and employ that one hour each day in praying 
and especially in praying against temptation. And what 
would the sum of the difference be in a whole life ! Think 
how many temptations that have been yielded to, would 
have been escaped or overcome had that lost hour been so 
employed. WiU any one say, that he has quite time enough 
still, for this good use, though one of his hours each day be 
so thrown away ? One answer would be, that it may well 
be doubted whether a person so undervaluing his time will 
actually employ much of it in this best use. The next 
observation would be, that it is a signal novelty, and aa 
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excepted case (no very honourable exception neither), if 
there be a man who has decidedly more than enough time 
for all his duties ; he need not be envied by those to whom 
the Great Master has assigned as much service as they can 
perform by the improvement of all their time. 

But now let us a little while consider the precept in its 
general and comprehensive application. " "Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation." There is enjoined 
here a feeling of apprehension and alarm. It is equivalent 
to saying — " Do not suffer yourself to be at ease." " Be- 
ware of quietly enjoying your life. You are lost if you live 
without fear." But there is an emotion of the heart against 
entertaining this state of feeling. "How grievous is it 
never to be secure ; never to be indulged in the happiness 
of an easy, unheeding confidence !" It suggests the idea of 
a place where a man can hardly go to sleep, lest the plun- 
derer or assassin be watching, or hovering near unseen ; or 
of a place where the people can walk out no whither, with- 
out suspicion of some lurking danger or enemy not far off; 
and are to be constantly looking vigilantly and fearfully 
round ; a place where they cannot asosend an eminence, nor 
wander through a sequestered valley, nor enter a blooming 
grove, nor even a garden of flowers, without having the 
image of the serpent, the wild beast, or a more deadly mis- 
chief in human shape, as vividly present to the imagination 
ais the visible enemy is to the eye; a place where they 
would hesitate to enter in at a gate or a door though a 
friendly countenance (apparently such) were shown there 
to invite them in. It would be said, who could endure to 
live in such a place ? Then, my friends, who can endure to 
live in this world ? for these are but emblems of the condi- 
tion of danger in which the soul sojourns on earth. Such a 
picture represents the danger, but fails in the other respect, 
the apprehensive caution of the sojourners I 
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For as ta moral and spiritiuil dangers the greater number 
seem to Have determined to indulge in a earless and almost 
unlimited confidence. What an amasing aoeount of things, 
if it "were possible to calculate the amount of suspkncm, 
apprehension, vigilance, precaution, and prerentiye expe- 
dient among mankind, and then distinguish that proportion 
of these which has reference to moral and spiritual dangers! 
Would it not be as if the race thought tiiemsehres threat- 
ened on the one side^ bj more than all the plagues of 
!^7pt, and on the other (where their most important 
interests lie) by merely some douds of dust ? As a natural 
consequence, they are overrun, and spoiled, and ruined, by 
what they so little dread and guard against, that is to say, 
by temptations. 

Eor consider, in obedience to what, in agreement and 
conformity to what, but temptation is it, that the far 
greater part of what men are about, is done ? (Afber what 
is done simply for the support of our mortal existence.) 
Look around and see how it is because temptation is acting 
upon men that they are such, and act so! See how it 
despotically commands that man; how it beguiles that 
other ; surprises a third ; mingles with the better influences 
acting on a fourth! What but prevailing temptation should 
make the state of things throughout the moral scene be 
thm^ thus, that is contrary to the divine laws. 

And whence is it that temptation is so generally prevail- 
ing, so mightily prosperous in its operation ? Why does 
not the soul meet it, as water meets fire? The fearful 
cause is that it acts on a nature congenial and accordant to 
what it offers. It is fuel that meets fire ! What says our 
own experience ? Experience at what a cost ! That long 
and most costly lesson has been thrown away upon us, if 
we can any longer with a heedless confidence trust our 
natural disposition in such a world. Tes ! if we can care- 
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lesfllj iarost it, even though the Spirit of Ood have imparted 
tbail) infinite blessing — a principle of v&a^a^^tion^ a p«io 
j^rinciple finmi heaven,, that abhors and fighta against the 
eidl a» dwellii^ within or invading tcom without. Bat, 
indeed, the indispensable evidence of such a divine principle 
will be, an urgent and effectual sraise of the necessity of 
watching and praying i^ainst temptation. 

" ThsAi ye enter not into temptation.'' The words seem 
to say very pointedly : Beware of the beginning ! of the 
beginning ! £:)r it is in fatal connexion with the next ensuing, 
and yet conceals what is behind. And since temptation is 
sure to be early with its beginnings, so too should watching 
and praying ; early in life ; eariy in the day ; early in every 
undertaking ! What haste the man must make that wiU be 
beforehand with temptation! 

" That ye enter not ;" that we do not inattentively admit 
the first actions of temptation upon us. How important 
in this reference is self-observation ! Por want of this, a 
succession of pernicious impressions shall have been made 
before the man is aware. 

" Enter not ;" that is, that we be cautious of venturing 
into any thing which we have reason to believe or suspect 
may soon become temptation. It may be fair and harmless 
at the outset, but how far on ? Can no one be led into sin 
but by rushing at the very first into what is flagrantly 
such ? " Enter not," that is, that we be considerate how 
a thing may become temptation. How may it, by a natiu^ 
progress, affect the passions after a while? What may 
very probably fall in and mingle with it ? This demands 
an exercise of discerning foresight. 

" That ye enter not ;" that is, that we may be quickly 
alarmed at the indications that a thing is becoming tempta- 
tion. " Here a questionable effect is beginning upon me ; 
nay, but it is a bad effect." " Certain principles of truth 
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and duty are beginmng to slacken their hold on me." 
Beware of becoming so partial to a thing that this cireum« 
stance shall appear a trifling matter. You may hare seen 
such examples ; uneasiness has been felt for awhile ; there 
may have been a questioning whether to relinquish the 
object; but the heart grew faster to it. Be cautious of 
pursuing an evident good in a way in which there must be 
temptation. Be specially fearful of that where, if there be 
good to be obtained, the good is to come afterwards, but 
the temptation first. If the temptation coming first shall 
blind my discernment of the good — cool my zeal or destroy 
my relish of it — ^if I should stop with the temptation and 
abandon the good! And be fearfiil of that where the 
temptation is certain and the good only possible, or at best 
only probable. A dangerous problem this, how much good 
possible, is worth how much temptation certain ? Beware 
of being beguiled in this manner, namely, that a positive 
unquestionable good can be alleged ; but in truth it is not 
this that is the real inducement, but that something con- 
nected with that good offers a pleasing temptation which 
can be entertained under the plea of the good. Be pecu- 
liarly suspicious in any case, where all appears pleasing and 
attractive, and there is nothing for mortification and self- 
denial. Let suspicion and alarm be awakened, when we 
find our minds at work to make out any thing to be innocent 
against doubt and uneasy conscience. Be careful that 
when unquestionable duty leads into the way of temptation, 
we stay not longer near the temptation than we are honestly 
about the duty. Beware of the kind of companionship that 
directly leads into temptation. But let no man be beguiled 
to think he is safe against temptation at the times when his 
only companion is himself. The whole tempting world may 
then come to him through the medium of the imagination. 
The great deep of his own evil heart may then be broken 
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up. In this soHtude may oome that tempter that came to 
our Lord in the desert. In truth, unhappily there is no 
situation or employment in which temptation is not to be 
apprehended. 

We only add, what yigilance and prayer are neeessaiy 
against the sudden violent surprises of temptation 1 These 
may come with as little warning almost as the dreadful 
accidents that be£all men's persons. A sudden flash of 
infernal fire kindles the passions, and prostrates the judg- 
ment and conscience. Divine aid can come as suddenly 
as these assaults. But who may confidently rely that it 
shall r 

Kow, think of all this ; and then of a heedless, self-trust- 
ing, and prayerless habit of mind! What must be the 
consequence ? Serious persons amidst their self-reproachful 
reflections may be amazed at the preventing goodness of 
God that still worse has not befallen them. To think how 
many days and weeks they have begun, how many scenes 
and occupations passed through, with little of real earnest 
prayer, little of solicitous conscientious vigilance. How 
grateful should they be to think how many temptations 
they have been merciftdly kept out of the way of^ which 
they probably would not have resisted! But let them 
consider whether the proper testimony of that gratitude 
will be, that henceforward they little care or apply to his 
heavenly protection. They would have cause to dread that, 
even if they should not be at length fully and finally given 
up to evil, they will be suflered to fall into some great 
iniquity, in order to rouse them by the horrors of guilt. 
Think solemnly of the firightful extent of the possibilities of 
falling into sin. And that it is an insult to God to cal- 
culate on escaping without the means he has enjoined. 
"Watch and pray." These must be combined; for watching 
without prayer were but an impious homage to ourselves, 

VOL. T. B 
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Prayer without wafcching were but an impious and also 
absurd homage to Gt)d. 

And let it be observed, finally, what emphatic importance 
there is in the point of being saved from entering into 
temptation ; since when a man is fully in it, and under the 
strength of its influence, there is an end of watching, and 
an indisposition to pray ! 

Mareh lUh, 1822. 
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LECTTJEE VI. 

SPIBIXrAL 7BEED0M PBODUCED BY KNOWLEDGE 
OP THE TBUTH. 

John viii. 22. 
" The truth shall make youjree,*^ 

You all recollect the reception given to this declaration 
of onr Lord, and the reply, " We were never in bondage to 
any man.*' The Jaws did not take his words in the sense 
he meant; — but let the sentence be taken in their own 
sense, an4 a more absurd reaction of pride is not easy to be 
imagined — " "Were never in bondage to any man l" What ! 
had they not the Eoman governor, with a division of the 
imperial guards, in their metropolis? They retained, in- 
deed, a little of the show of a monarchy, — a king by 
sufferance, over a people tributary to a foreign power ; but 
of BO little account was this government of their own, that 
in the arraignment of our Lord, his claim to be " King of 
the Jews," was alleged not as in contravention to the rights 
of Herod but of Caesar. 

But our Lord was speaking of a £u^ different kind of 
bondage and emancipation ; a matter affecting all mankind, 
after all the Csesars are dead, and the Boman empire is 
fallen. And in this far more important view of men's 
condition, it is striking to observe how much pride of free- 
dom there may be amidst the profoundest slavery. This 
is exemplified in multitudes of the citizens of any state 
politically free ; they shall be seen exhibiting a proud con- 
Bciousness of this privilege (each one is lord of himself), 

E 2 
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with the utmost contempt and scorn of the people of those 
nations where all are subject to the will of one or a few. 
'Now very far be it from us to undervalue political liberty — 
a right of human nature, a thing without which no people 
can ever rise high in wisdom, virtue, and happiness. But 
at the same time, contemplate in another light, any such 
free nation existing, jot that ever did exist, — ^how many of 
the people elated with this proud distinction, stand exposed 
to your view as slaves, in a sense they little think of! 
Many in subjection to their appetites ; many to the most 
foolish, many to the most vicious passions. Now to them 
what an inconsiderable good is their political liberty, as 
compared with the evil of this slavery ! and yet, amidst it 
all, there is the self-complacency, the pride, the boastiQg of 
freedom ! 

Take another exemplification* A high-spirited man in 
very independent circumstances, with confidence and self- 
sufficiency conspicuous on his front; in numberless cases 
he can and will do as he pleases; he has the means of 
commanding deference and obsequiousness, defies and 
spurns interference and opposition; and says "I am free!" 
For all this, perhaps, he is but the stronger slave. All the 
while, his whole mind and moral being may be utterly ser- 
vile to some evil passion, some corrupt purpose, some vain 
interest, some tyrannic habit. 

We might specify one more exemplification, namely, the 
pride of free-thinking, carried to the extent of rejecting 
revealed religion. Here, indeed, the man will perhaps say 
that he verifies the text ; the truth has made hjir) free ; he 
has quite impartially and in the soundest exercise of reason, 
satisfied himself that there is no divine revelatioi^ and that 
there wanted none ; that that which claims to be acknow- 
ledged such, and the whole histoi^y concerning it, are a 
most wicked imposition on mapkind; that the recorde4 
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miracles are a fabrication of lies ; that the little good there 
is mixed up in the imposture was well known or attainable 
without it; that the judgment to come, and heaven and 
hell, are idle fictions ; that immortality, and indeed a future 
state at all, are matters of such mere conjecture, and so 
like poetical fancies, as not to be worth seriously taking 
into calculation in the scheme of this short life; and a 
hundred other things his reason has achieved. And upon 
this, he has a proud sense of freedom from vulgar delusion ! 
Now a Christian judges all this to be a most signal prostra- 
tion and slavery of the man's reason ; but let that pass ; 
allow him to say, " I am free ;" yet we might turn upon 
>iiTn and say, " Nay, but are you really free, in your own 
sense? have you never any dread of being left alone to your 
ovTO reflections? have you never any dark and terrifying 
intimations speaking to your soul ? if you happened to be 
reminded of the solemn dying expressions of a parent or 
friend, are you * free ?' If you hear of, or witness, the last 
scene of one of the same dass oi freemen dying with inex- 
pressible horror, are you 'free?' If any illness should 
attack yourself, and suggest the aiarming idea of death, are 
you * free ?* No ; you are in reality not * made free,' even 
in your own sense. But even supposing that you were, it 
would in another sense be but slavery. You would be 
surrendered, as if boimd hand and foot, to all that is most 
pernicious to man. You would be just so much the more 
at the command of every temptation to sin ; just so much 
the more completely a slave to any favourite vice ; — a vice, 
perhaps, most destructive of present welfare. You would 
be just so much more at the mercy and the sport of the 
frivolous and the profligate. And this is your proud free- 
dom!" Thus the most wretched of slaves are beguiled by a 
self-assurance of being free ! 
A grand primary thing that truth has to do in this world 
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is, to expose to men their real situaticm as enslayed. And 
if both for this preliminary work, and for the whole great 
process of breaking up the bondage of the human spirit, 
truth, or " the truth," be the proper agent or instrument, 
what an immense work there is for it to do I Por, are we 
not surrounded by a world of slaves ? applying the term in 
the intellectual, moral, and religious sense. If we asked it 
in the political sense, the question would be its own obvious 
answer; but we are using it in the sense in which it 
expresses a stiU much greater calamity. 

The mass of mankind are enslaved. The cool, sagacious, 
philosophic observer thinks so. — ^The devout Christian ob- 
server thinks so. — The illuminated dying estimator thinks 
so. And all the real friends of our race would unite to 
implore that the truth might come to perform its mighty 
work ; or in other words, that the glorious Agent of himian 
deliverance, the Son of Otod, would come and accomplish 
that work by means of " the truth." 

But why is truth so peculiarly the thing to work the 
deliverance from that tyranny by which the spirits of men 
are held enslaved ? Evidently because a very material part 
of the strength of that which enslaves them consists in 
ignorance and error, to which truth is the opposite. If we 
would form a notion quite comprehensive of what may be 
regarded as placing and keeping men's minds in an enslaved 
state, we should include ignorance and all error through 
which they receive injury, together with all perversion in the 
passions, and all that perverts them. Now against all this 
in its fall breadth, truth, universal truth, is opposed ; and 
the effectual application of truth would counteract and 
reverse it all. But this would be far too wide a sub- 
ject. 

Our Lord was speaking of what dwme truth would do : 
and especially the evangelic part of it. It would make them 
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free in those points wherein their bondage is their greatest 
calamity. 

Preyiously to adverting to a few of those most important 
points, we may observe, that there are some things wherein 
the truth merely, the truth simply admitted in the under- 
standing, goes far towards effecting the emancipation; 
things where the chief strength of the enslavement is in a 
delusion on the judgment. Some such things have happily 
left us, as a nation, in a great measure free. It would not 
be impertinent to specify here (for it was an evil bearing 
mischievously on religion) that faith injudicial astrology, 
which bound and oppressed the minds of many of our ances- 
tors. It interfered fatally with the right notions and feel- 
ings respecting the government of divine providence, yet 
held a strong and gloomy dominion in multitudes of minds, 
in ages not far remote; and not the vulgar only, but 
some of the thinking and learned, and even some that 
professed to revere the true religion. Now this gloomy 
tyranny had nearly its whole strength in the belief of its 
slaves, and therefore could not survive the belief^ that the 
heavenly bodies had a power of good and evil over human 
affairs; and therefore under the operation of increasing 
general knowledge, and of direct science, it has been 
annihilated. 

We may add another example in idolatry, in its grosser 
forms. Let men simply admit into their understandings 
the truth that the objects in surrounding nature, or the 
figures themselves have made of metal, stone, wood, or clay, 
are no gods, and there is an end of the idolatry ! It may 
at the same time be the fact that even this simple intel- 
lectual conviction has seldom been effected but through the 
intervention of the true religion. In the case again of the 
popish superstitions, let the mere truth become apparent to 
men's understanding, let them become convinced in opinion 
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fcfaat such and such practices are erroneous, and thej will so 
far be " made free." (Eecount a few points.) 

It is very true with respect to such things ss have been 
here specified, that it was a matter of very great and tedious 
difficulty to obtain the admission of the truth into men's 
understandings. So implicated and combined had the de- 
hinons become with theit passions, habits, interests, and 
institutions. But still, as soon as the truth really was 
admitted the thing^ was done. It is true enough that these 
forms of tyranny under which men's minds have been 
enslaved, came to attain their dmninion over the under- 
standing through an operation on the passions, interests, or 
fancy, while the reason was dark, feeble, and submissive. 
But they could never have established their dominion with- 
out beguiling the judgment, without possessing themselves 
of the reason of man, such as it was ; and after it was unbe- 
guiled, these things had not in them that which could still 
and, by another power, hold the mind a slave. 

But though men's minds should, through the power of 
truth, enjoy a full freedom from all such modes of slavery 
as these, there are other ways in which it may be most 
deplorably held in chains. What is it but a sad captivity 
if there be something that fixes the soul in alienation from 
God ? And even thus it is, by the corrupt state of our 
nature. The Bible says so, a hundred times over ; but if 
it did not, there is the evident matter of fact. The mind 
naturally does not love God. It does not love to think of 
him ; it turns away from the unwelcome subject ; it does 
not love to p^cdve and acknowledge his presence in aU 
places and times. It does not seek communication with 
him. It does not find nor seek its happiness in pleasing 
him. It revolts from his will and commands. It has not 
the least wi^ to go to a world, where it might have a fuller 
ma^estation oi him, and be more intimately in communion 
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wi^ him. But all this would be the glorious going out, if 
we may so express it, of the soul toward its supreme good ; 
toward its perfection; its noblest exercise, its diyinest 
felicity, the verification of its liberty ! But then there is 
something that malignantly holds it back, and presses and 
degrades it down. And what a dreadful bondage is that ! 
How inexpressibly desirable is something to ''make it free !" 
It is " the truth " that must " make it free." 

But l^re the case is not as in those forms of mental 
bondage we specified before. The truth merely admitted in 
the tinderstanding, however distinctly and decidedly, will 
not suffice. Without it, certainly, nothing can be done, but 
alone it wiU leave the great work unefiected. The truth 
appropriate to the purpose must be that Qod is transcend- 
ently worthy of all love and devotion — ^the infinite perfection 
of all excellences united — and that it is the happiness, as 
well as duty of his rational creatures, to be devoted to him 
in adoration, affection, and willing obedience. Well ! these 
truths may be presented to the understanding with lumi- 
nous evidence ; it may see that the evidence is decisive, and 
that is to admit conviction. But still, the moral part of the 
soul, the affections, the will, may not come into the assent ; 
the moral part is held still tmder a malignant and adverse 
dominion; the soul therefore is not *'made free." And 
here is the grand and urgent occasion for the Spirit of God 
to work, — to transfdse a new and redeeming principle 
through the moral being, and then the man is free 1 The freed 
spirit feels that a hatefrd, direfril enchantment is brokai^ 
and flies to its God. 

Again, the love of sin is a miserable and dreadfril en> 
slavement. Suppose a man bound by some strong coercion 
in a servile connexion with a malignant but specious lord 
who sets him to one occupation and another, with a mockeiy 
of making it delightful at first, but still turning it into 
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painful drudgery : showing hi'm dainties, letting him taste 
and then snatching them away, or mingling something 
bitter and nauseous ; smiling and acting the villain ; over- 
ruling and frustrating him in any design or attempt at 
escape ; subjecting him to still greater grievances the longer 
he remains ; and at length reducing him to utter degrada- 
tion and contempt ! This is but a feint simile for the 
slavery o * sin. It w a wretched bondage. It lets not the 
man have any command of himself. It pleases him, but as 
by way of holding him fast to plague him. And afber it 
pleases him less, through loss of novelty and a less lively 
relish, it seems to retain a still firmer hold of him. How 
much of " the truth" is forced on him by his own wretched 
experience, in vain ! Still " the truth" is the grand mean 
for his rescue. But not the mere dry admission of it in his 
understanding ; for that may be, and his chains be on him 
still. He may, in this sense, " hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness." There must be the agency of the Spirit of God, 
makiQg an irresistible application of the truth, making it go 
through all his moral being ; creating an aversion to the 
very nature of sio, as well as a horror of its consequences ; 
and then what a glorious emancipation ! To behold the 
legion of the former tyrants prostrate, and the chief 
monster (the great besetting sin) as if struck with heaven's 
lightning! 

We might again name the old topic, the predominant 
love of this world. It were endless to dilate on this, re- 
garded in the light of a sad slavery, and why so, but that 
the proofs and modes are endless? But take the plain 
comprehensive idea, an immortal spirit so set upon that which 
can be nothing to it longer than the lapse of a few fleeting 
years, as to disregard and lose the happiness of eternity ! 
In this there is so much truth habitually trifled with, that 
the liberation is a most mighty work for the truth to ac- 
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complish. It is for the Divine Spirit to present and keep 
the two objects mamfest before the mind in their stupendous 
contrast, and at the same time to impart a new principle 
of preference ; without this latter, the mind would only be 
oyerpowered bj that contrast ; its real taste might remain 
the same. 

One other form of bondage, for the truth to deliver from, 
is often spoken of in the New Testament, namelj, that 
which some thoughtful, conscientious, anxious minds suffer, 
in not having come clearly off from the ground of the divine 
law as that of their acceptance with G^d. They attribute 
great importance and value, and some undefined degree of 
efficacy, to both the sacrifice and the righteousness of 
Christ. But still as Qod's government and judgment are 
constituted upon his perfect and eternal law, that con- 
tinually comes in upon them, and presents its menaces and 
its terrors. And well might they be terrified, even to utter 
despair, if this were the ground of their acceptance with 
God. But here comes in the evengelic truth which 
declares us totally removed off this ground for justifi- 
cation and salvation, because on it salvation is plainly and 
absolutely impossible. ''The truth" declares a new and 
extraordinary economy, in which it is appointed that the 
Mediator's merit is all-sufficient and alone. And this is to 
be laid hold of, and relied upon by faith ; thus a glorious 
freedom will be effected. 

Lastly, there is the bondage of the fear of death. This 
bondage needs no illustration. Look at the general feel- 
ings of mankind; let each refiect on his own ! But imagine 
these feelings substantially reversed. Is not that a sublime 
freedom? The Christian truth and He that brought it 
from heaven, came to confer this freedom. Combine in 
thought all these kinds of freedom, and think whether we 
shall be content to live in miserable captivity! Think 
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whether it be possible for our being to be thrown more 
completely away, than by a stupid indifference^ or a pro- 
tracted delay in regard to the attainment of so divine a 
deliverance ! 

Ma/rch 25, 1822. 
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LECTUBE VIL 

CHAEA.CTEETSTIOS OF VAIN THOUGHTS. 

Jeremiah iv. 14. 
^^JSow long shall tTiy vain thoughts lodge ivithin thee?^^ 

Theee are some of our duties which are occasional and 
temporary; there is, in a strict sense, a "time for them," a 
time marked out from other time. Sut there are some 
which are habitual and continual; so that when they are 
thought of, it is always, "now is the time." 

N'ow it is not implied that any duty is unimportant, any 
precept insignificant, when we say that there is a peculiarly 
great importance in those duties which are habitual and 
continual. Tet it would appear that actually less import- 
ance IS attached, in general apprehension, to the continual 
than tQ what may be called the temporary duties. 

In a case of this latter class (the temporary duties) a^ 
great deal of importance may seem to be collected into one 
particular time, and one particular portion of conduct. 
This particular matter of duty may be such, that there is an 
extremely obvious good or evil involved in performing or 
neglecting it; in doing it well or ill; in doing it or the 
reverse. There is the immediate threatening of bad conse- 
quences ; — ^the divine displeasure and a weight of guilt ; — 
perhaps disgrace in society. 

Whereas, in a matter of the other class (the continual 
duties), the duty seems (so to speak) to be thinly diffused 
over a very wide space, and to be of great and special 
importance nowhere. The obligation is not peculiarly 
strong here, nor there, this hour or the next. The guilt of 
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neglecting it at any one time is but as a particle. There- 
fore the accumulation of guilt is insensible and unalarming ; 
each little portion passes and vanishes away, and is too 
slight to leave a legible trace on the conscience; so that 
bhe innumerable small portions are never felt as collected 
into the great sum. 

The kind of evil reproached in our text comes too much 
under this latter description. The habit of vanity in the 
thoughts may prevail in many persons who would be 
appalled at the aspect of one great substantial sin, and are 
not found neglecting the chief obvious, practical duties of 
external life. They may little suspect how much duty they 
are neglecting, or how much guilt they are contracting. 
They go quietly to repose each night, and hardly recollect 
to ask for its pardon. Yet a month, a year, or many years, 
of vain thoughts ! in a being preparing for an eternity of 
seriousness and thought! — it is truly an awful account! 
Yet with many this stands for little in comparison with 
some one or two very wrong external actions. It were, it 
is true, too vague and fanciful a kind of calculation to pre- 
tend to assign the proportion between any given measure of 
sin in external action, and a long succession of vain 
thoughts ; but it is quite certain that we are all liable to 
underrate the guilt of the latter. It may therefore be use- 
ful to give a little serious consideration to this subject. 

But we may first observe, what a mighty amount of 
thinking there is in human spirits that does not come under 
the censure of the text. And do we say this in congratu- 
lation of our race P No ! It is little cause for satisfaction 
that a criminal stands unaccused of one degree of guilt 
because it is a deeper guilt that is imputed. The epithet 
'^ vain" in its strict acceptation, implies something triflinfir 
— ^Hght — ^insignificant — empty. It is therefore not the 
proper description of wicked thoughts. Por example, 
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impious thoughts respecting the diyine Being; — ^thoughts 
formed in the spirit of disapproval, aversion and rebellion ; 
— ^thoughts of maligniiy; — ^thinking, in order to indidge 
malevolent dispositions, rancour, revenge; — thinking how 
to give effect to these dispositions, purposes, devices, 
schemes, expedients; — thoughts intent on wickedness of 
any- kind ; dwelling on it with complacency and preference ; 
pursuing it u\ desire, intention, and project. Such thoughts 
are of too aggravated evil to be called " vain" thoughts. 
They are not trivial, idle actions of the mind, but often 
strong and grave ones ; tending powerfully to an effect. 

And but consider, how much of this order of thinking 
there is in human minds! So that it looks like a quite 
miQor vision of evils when we turn to the view of the mere 
vanities of the mind. But how striking the reflection, that 
it looks so only by comparison with something so much 
worse that there is in human spirits ! . 

Thus, if a good man had been compelled to sojourn awhile 
among the most atrocious of mankind, cruel savages rioting 
in blood and the infliction of tortures (as in Dahomey, 
Mexico, Ashantee) ; or pirates, desperadoes, and murderers, 
and at last escaped into the society of frivolous, vain 
triflers ; by force of comparison this might seem almost like 
innocence and goodness; till he recollected his rules of 
judgment and said, " But this, too, is bad." 

So we see how the case is with the moral state of man ! 
Tou may fix upon an evil, and by the application of rules 
rational and divine, see that it is absolutely a great one. 
But going deeper, you may reduce it to seem as if it were 
but a slight one, by comparison with something else which 
you find in man. Thus vain thoughts, compared with 
vicious polluted thoughts, malignant thoughts, and blas- 
phemous thoughts. Oh, the depth to which the investiga- 
tion and the censure may descend ! 
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We can easily picture to our minds some large neglected 
mansion in a foreign wilderness ; the upper f^artments in 
possession of swarms of disgusting insects ; — ^the lower ones 
the haunt of savage beasts ; — ^but the lowest, the subterra- 
neous ones, the retreat of serpents, and every loathsome 
living form of the most deadly venom. 

With respect to the jurisdiction of the thoughts, it is 
an unfavourable circumstance that the man is committed 
wholly to himself without external restraint <k interference. 
(Putting out of view the divine inspection.) His thoughts 
are his own ; they are within a protecting cover ; for them 
he is not exposed to be censured and made ashamed by the 
inspectors of his outward conduct ; often he toould be so 
ashamed, if such a thing could happen as a sudden mental 
transparency. Under this protection and exemption, it 
is quite certain that if he shall not exercise a careful 
government over his thoughts in the fear of God, they will 
run to vanity, at the least. It is their easiest operation ; it 
is their mere animal play : they hate to carry a weight, ex- 
cept when the passions lay it on. A man may too well 
verify this by a very little reflective attention. 

Observe next, that if the thoughts are left unrestrained 
to commit folly, they wiU commit an immensity of it. In 
this kind of activity, the thioking power is never tired nor 
exhausted. Think of the rapidity of the train ! how sure it 
is that another, and still another, will instantly come! 
Think of the endless evolutipns, the never-ceasing sport, 
the confused multiplicity ! Never stagnant pool was more 
prolific of flies, nor the swarm about it more wild and 
worthless ! But what a wretched running to wast© of the 
thinking principle! " Sbw long shall thy vain thoughis 
lodge within thee?^^ 

"We may describe them a little more particularly, and m 
detail. 
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I. Those thoughts are "vain" from which we do not, and 
cannot, reap any good ; supposing them not of the directly 
noxious kind. K there be any kind of action by which we 
should get some good, it is that of our thinking spirit. 
Well; let a man take a survey over the course of his 
thoughts for a certain time past ; we will say, his thoughts 
in those parts of his time in which his thinking has not 
been intently and necessarily employed on his indispensa- 
ble worldly affairs* Let him by a strong act of mind 
collect the long'>departed train into one view, not by detail 
and enumeration — ^no indeed! but by a comprehensive 
estimate ; and then say " What good ?" " Have they given 
and lefb me anything worth having? what? Have they 
made me any wiser ? wherein P What portion of previous 
ignorance have they cleared away ? In what point is my 
judgment rectified P What good purpose have they fixed 
or forwarded ? — What one thing that was wrong has been 
corrected P or even more clearly seen how to be corrected f 
Is it, can it be, the fact, that all that succession passed me but 
as the lights and shadows of an April day P or as the insects 
that have flown past me in the air P While ten thousand or a 
hundred thousand ideas have passed my mind, might I really 
as well have had none ?" To use an humble phrase, what has 
be got to show for it all P He has kept his mind open to 
entertain all these passing visitants ; they have occupied his 
faculties, and consumed his time. What! have they all 
gone away and paid him nothing P Let him see how many, 
or whether any, of that vast number are now retained by 
him, as valuable additions to the mental store. Whether 
there be any grains of gold-dust deposited by the stream 
that has carried down so many millions of particles of mud ? 
Does he even think there were many of the train that he 
could wish could be brought back and permanently re- 
tained P But what should he think of his thoughts, and of 

VOL. I. » 
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the mind that has suffered itself to be so employed, if the 
case be such that he can be content the myriads of them 
are gone into oblivion ! 

II. Again, those thoughts are likely to be of the "vain" 
character, which cannot associate in any agreement, with 
useful and valuable ones. Does a man perceive in himself 
that if serious useful thoughts happen to be suggested, 
there is a great tribe within and in possession, that know 
nothing of these uncouth intruders, except that they are 
enemies; that can do nothing in conjunction with th^n, 
but, on the contrary, resist and overpower them, and divert 
him away from attending to them? What manner of 
thoughts can these be? It were a good experiment if a 
person in the midst of a heedless course of thoughts would 
suddenly turn to some serious important subject. See 
what sensation is produced among them ! Is it that which 
would be produced by the sudden entrance of a wise and 
venerable man among a company of frothy triflers ? Then 
what kind of thoughts are they ? 

III. Those are "vain thoughts" which it is found ab- 
solutely necessary to drive and keep out in order to attend 
to any serious matter to good purpose^ and, unhappily, 
often as difficult as it is necessary. Have you never ex- 
perienced this necessity and this difficulty ? You have, 
perhaps, detennined and attempted to apply the whole 
mind's attention to some important matter. But you 
found yoiu*self like a man sitting down to study in a room 
filled with a moving, talking, laughing crowd. Is it any 
better to have such a crowd and confusion within the mind 
itself, than outside ? But you resolutely and indignantly 
tried again. But again this mental mob has forced its way 
in ; surrounded you ; baffled you ; mocked you ; distracted 
you! A person in such plight might be told ; " You should 
not so long have suffered * vain thoughts' to * lodge' vnthin 
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you, ibafc they made the mind, as it were, their own propter 
abode !'* 

IV. An obvious description of vain thoughts is, thoughts 
dwelling largely and habitually on trifling things. Many 
persons are in a measure saved from this (no thanks to 
their better will) by the pressure of indispensable business 
in practical life. But so far as the mind is lefb to its ^ee- 
dom, there is a sad propensity to waste itself on trifles ; and 
what an infinity of them to waste itself among ! All the 
frivolous cares about personal display ! all the idle nothings 
of fEbshion and routine ! all the vanities of amusement ! all 
the bubble incidents on the stream of society ! the endless 
dance of atoms through the whole air of the moral world ! 
The mind that will give its thoughts away to these, alas for 
its destiny ! Would that some stem alarming voice might 
often break in upon such thoughts with, " What is all this 
to thee ? hast thou nothing else to think of before thou 
shalt die and appear before Gk)d P 

. V. " Vain" are the thoughts that are habitually dwelling 
on trifling subjects, but still more so, if possible, those that 
trifle vrith important ones. Great things may be thought 
of in a light careless way, with no sense of their im- 
portance ; or merely as matters of curiosity and speculation; 
or merely to throw them into forms of amusing or ludicrous 
fancy. You have seen sometimes on the surface of water, 
when rippled by the breeze — ^you have seen the sun or the 
•stars reflected in a play of shivered, distorted, fantastic 
lights. It is so that some vain minds receive the grandest 
and eve^ most solemn subjects. But let them be warned 
that there is no transition more tremendous, than that from 
being amused vdth the most important objects to the state 
of feeling that insulted importance avenged. 

VI. Another characteristic of vanity in the thoughts is, 
their not remainiog with any continance on a subject^ 

7 2 
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their fickleness. If suffered, they will start from point to 
point, with very many removes within a few moments ; as 
if they were afraid of growing to a subject, and remaining 
fast for ever ; or as if afraid of finding any good in a thing 
to make it worth while to remain a few moments in the 
contemplation of it. It is infinitely beyond all calculation 
or prophecy where the thought shall be five minutes hence, 
unless there be some very favourite topic ; and then from 
the remotest subject it shall in the twinkling of an eye dart 
upon that. With this exception, there is no tenacity of 
an object. In this ungovemed state, any thing can take 
away the thought from any thing. There is nothing so 
great that it might touch upon, that there is any thing too 
little to draw it away. One thought therefore is of no use 
for leading profitably to another. There is no regulated 
connexion and dependence in the train; no rational links; 
no progressive steps; no leading to an ultimate object. 
All this vanity there will be in the thoughts, when th© 
course of them is left quite open and free to casualty ; when 
nothing is avoided, repelled, or selected. 

Vli. But there are vanities of thought of a less fickle 
character. As when the mind has some specially favourite 
trifle ; some cherished idolized toy ; some enchanting par- 
ticle of this world's dust; some little purpose to be effected, 
which has grown interesting only by the habit of thinking 
of it. There is many a mind thus seized upon, and fasci- 
nated by some one trifling object — trifling in all but its 
power of thus possessing itself of a human soul ! That 
captivated soul has gradually magnified it into a thing of 
commanding interest ; and constantly makes its way to it 
in thought, through whatever multitude of other things, 
small or great. Insomuch that at length all things strangely 
seem to lead or point to it. If the man could suddenly 
become a dedx-sighted self-observer, he would be amazed to 
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perceive the almost irresistible tendency of his thoughts 
And wherefore ? Let him soberly make out to himself, 
what mine of wealth, what reservoir of felicity, what principle 
of divinity, there can be enclosed within that trifle I And 
suppose divine wisdom to come in upon him, and he would 
execrate this vanity of his thoughts. And the principle, 
the spell of this captivation, what should he call it but ths 
magnetism of Satan, 

Viii. Partly like this is that vanity of which many have 
to accuse their thoughts, in relation to things perhaps not 
exactly of the frivolous class, and that justly claim a measure 
of thought ; namely, the tendency to return to them con- 
tinually, when it is sensibly evident that the thinking more 
of them can be of no advantage. The thought goes again 
just in the very same track, and the same length ; nor 
expects to do any more. It makes the same enumeration 
of things, the same comparison, the same calculation. A 
person perhaps repeats within himself twenty times over 
what he has said in some particular case, or heard, or done ; 
he measures fifty times over the probable distance of time 
to some wished for future event, when he knows that 
nothing on earth is more useless. 

IX. This will often be accompanied by another mode of 
vain thought, that of allowing the mind to dwell on fancies, 
of how things mi^ht he, or mi^ht ha/ve been ; when the plain 
reality of how they are and miist he, is before us. 

X. Finally, a wide and aggravated charge of vain thought 
falls upon men's notions and schemings of worldly felicity. 
The evil attending and resulting £rom all this might be 
exposed as a distinct additional topic of .illustration; but it 
must in a measure be evident in the mere description of 
these vanities of the thoughts. 

Some suggestions of a corrective discipline, however, we 
did intend to have made. If we may assume that it is a 
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Rubject as acceptable, as it is plainly important, it might be 
a good use of our moments on the next occasion to direct 
our thoughts to that subject. But the great point is, that 
we be desirous, in good earnest, to have so pernicious an 
evil corrected; that our thinking and immortal spirits, 
which should be temples of the Most High, may not be the 
degraded recesses of every vanity with which his Spirit 
cannot dwell. 

AprU Uh, 1822. 
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V 

Jebemiah iy. 14. 
** Mow long iJudl thy vain tkoughts lodge mthin thee /" 

The former discourse on this text was chiefly a represent- 
ation of matter of fact. It was an attempt to describe tbo 
plague of Tain thoughts, a mental grievance bearing really 
no small analogy to one or two of the plagues of Egypt. 
The description was in too many particulars to allow of any 
attempt at recapitulation. With all their varieties, however, 
and compass, and mischief, they stand as but one class of 
the evil thoughts by which the human mind is infested, that 
of the trifling, empty, impertinent, volatile, useless — ^as 
distinguishable from vicious or polluted thoughts, malignant 
thoughts, and thoughts directly impious. 

The evil, the sin and pemiciousness of vain thoughts, 
could not but be manifest in a mere description of them, 
if at all adequately given. Such a description would neces- 
sarily display, as a miserable thing, the waste of the activity 
of the thinking principle. Consider, that we have need of 
a profitable use of all this, and are kept poor by the waste ; 
we cannot afford it. The sun may waste an immense pro- 
portion of his beams — ^the clouds of their showers — but 
these can be spared ; there is an infinite opidence still, for 
all the indispensable purposes of nature. It is not so with 
our thinking faculty. The most saving use of our thinking 
power will but imperfectly suffice for the knowledge, sound 
judgment^ and wisdom which are so very necessary for us. 
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It is wretched, then, that this precious thing, the activity 
of our thinking spirit, should run to utter waste. It is aft 
if the fine element by means of which your city is now 
lighted should be suffered to expire into the air without 
being kindled into light. 

Again, this vanity of the thoughts puts us practically out 
of the relation we are placed in to the highest objects and 
interests. We are placed in a relation to God — Christ — a 
future world — to an infinite interest. Now how is this 
relation to be recognized, to be practically realized to our 
minds ? how can it be, but by thoeught of an appropriate 
kind ? The sensible connexion of the mind with those 
great objects, its contact with them, must be by means of 
there being in it ideas of l^ose objects^ ideas in a degree 
corresponding to their greatness. Certainly, not ideas 
alone, when we are speakiog of a saving and happy con- 
nexion with divine objects, but at all events, ideas. Now 
how are these important and solemn ideas to have any 
occupancy and hold of the mind when it is filled and dissi- 
pated with all the vanities of thought ? they cannot abide 
on the mind, nor come to it in such a state. It is, as when, 
in s(Hne regions, a swarm of locusts fills the air, so as to 
exclude the sun, at once intercepting the light of heaven, 
and devouring what it should shine on. Thus by ill-regu- 
lated thought we are defrauded of what is the supreme 
value of thought. "We amuse ourselves with the flying 
chaff, careless of the precious grain. 

And then, if we advert to the important matters of prac- 
tical duty, it is instantly seen how ill vain thoughts will 
-serve us there. To note but one, the duty of imparting 
instruction, the social promotion of wisdom. What will 
ten thousand of these trifling volatile thoughts come to, i(x 
explaining any subject, disentangling any perplexity, recti- 
:fyiQg any false notion, enforcing any arg;umentj maintaining 
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any truth P It is in vain that the man glances, in recollec- 
tion and ];«search, through all the idle crowd of his ideas 
for anything to ayail him. It were like hringing straws, 
and leaves, and feathers to meet an accompt where silver 
and gold are required. Such a person feels an inability to 
concentrate his thoughts to a purpose of social wisdom, 
when there is a particular occasion to do so, and an extreme 
repugnance to make the attempt. In consequence, the 
communications of social life will contribute little to im- 
provement ; they will be dissipated among trifling topics ; 
they will be shallow and unprofitable on important ones ; 
they will tend to run quite into levity and folly. 

Now if we endeavour to survey in one collective view 
the modes and characters of this evil habit, and its effects, 
we behold something utterly unsuited to the condition of 
the immortal spirit on earth, and fatally at variance with its 
high destiny. It is here under a great and solemn appoint- 
ment, advancing into a life of the same duration as that of 
its Creator. And a prevailing vanity of thought is a 
flagrant inconsistency with the nature and obligations of 
this awful predicament. Here is a destination to the 
magnitude of which the greatest thoughts of the highest 
created being are inadequate — and a prevailing manner of 
thinking but just worthy — hardly worthy — of a creature 
whose utmost scope of interest should be to amuse away a 
few years on earth, and then sink in the dust wholly and 
for ever ! 

Now if we are conscious that this vanity of the thoughts 
is an evil besetting us, shall we not be earnestly desirous 
that it may be counteracted P If we are, we shall be well 
disposed to the consideration of anything that may con- 
tribute to the remedy of so great an evil. Our present 
business is to offer a few suggestions to this purpose. 

But, in the first place, we are to beware of imagining, 
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that for such an evil, there can be any discipline exdusirelj 
specific and peculiar ; any discipline that should treat the 
malady as a circumstance only of the state of the mind, 
separable from its general condition ; as in the healing art 
there are what they call topical complaints, and their appro- 
priate applications. 

It is indeed self-evident that the habitual quality of the 
thoughts will correspond to the general state of the mind. 
Just left to themselves, to arise and act spontaneously, they 
would express the very state of the soul, its inclinations, 
perversions, ignorance, or any better quality there may be 
in it. So that if the involuntary thoughts could but strike 
against a i&irror, a man might see his mental image. 

Therefore no corrective discipline for the thoughts can be 
effectual that does not apply to the substantial, habitual 
state of the mind. K there were a spot of marshy ground, 
which exhaled offensive vapours, it would be ridiculous to 
think of expedients to be used in the air above it, fumiga- 
tions, or any such thing ; the ground itself must be drained 
and reclaimed. And as to the correction of the mental vice 
in question, how evident it is that it is not to be a thing to 
operate solely on the thoughts themselves (rejecting, re- 
pelling, substituting, &c.), but to operate too, and primarily, 
on that in the mind which causes their prevalence. The 
passions and affections are grand sources of thoughts, — 
they, therefore, are to be in a rectified state not tending to 
produce vain thoughts. The subjects most largely occupy- 
ing the mind, most effectually " lodged " in it — the measure 
of valuable knowledge — ^will have a great effect on even the 
involuntary thoughts. It is requisite the mind be in a 
settled state, not essentially tending to vain thoughts ; and 
that there be strong fixed principles adverse to them, so 
that the case shaU be, '* I hate vain thoughts." (Psalm 
exix. 113.) 
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We should here in passing, mark a distinction. The evil 
in question may be seen reversed in a special and partial 
sense. — In some one capacity a man may be in a great 
measure freed or exempted from the trifling, empty, volatile 
class of ideas. For instance, a man of science, vigorously 
disciplined to think, so that few of his ideas absolutely run 
to waste; or a man of learning; or a man of arduous 
worldly enterprise. Now this is great and admirable, re- 
garded simply in an intellectual view; viewed apart from 
moral and religious references. The defect may be that his 
object is fatally limited and exclusive; that he leaves out 
the most important of all duties and interests of an im- 
mortal being, and trifles with them. 

In our exhortation against the vanities of thought, we 
ftre regarding man in his general whole capacity, as related 
to this world and the next. And we want him to acquire 
some measure of such a well-ordered habit of thought as 
directed to all his concerns. In other words, that as a 
Christian, he should be such, in the discipline of his think- 
ing, as some men axe in capacity of worldly schemers, or 
scholars, or philosophers. 

And now, having insisted on it as the primary point, that 
the substantial state of the mind must be cured of vanity, 
in order to the radical correction of vain thoughts, and 
always keeping this in remembrance, can we suggest any 
particular expedients of a discipline against vain thoughts ? 
We must not for a moment fisuicy there are any expedients 
that can avail independently of resolute exertion. There is 
no dexterous device to obviate an evil arising from a habitual 
propensity of the mind ; especially when it is added that a 
habitual propensity will have been in some degree habitually 
indulged. There is no mental waad of enchantment at the 
waving of which the infesting swarm shall suddenly die, 
and the grievance cease. They will but make sport of any 
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single act or signal for scaring them away, that is not part 
of a regular, determined, systematic hostility. But as parts 
and expedients in such a regular persevering discipline, we 
might suggest a few things serviceable to the purpose. 

Por instance, it might be a beneficial thing to have certain 
specified subjects, of serious interest, to turn to when 
thought is beginning to be dissipated into these vanities ; 
certain subjects might be selected and fixed expressly for 
this purpose. This might be something nearer, as it were, 
to serve to the purpose, than the merely being sensible that 
there are many important subjects to which I might turn 
my attention. There is a grand assemblage to select from. 
And, by the way, what a reflection here on the folly and 
guilt of an indulged vanity of thought ! General important 
truth offers many: choose any one. The memory of 
matters of fact. Suppose the recollection of a perilous 
situation and providential interposition. Or the remem- 
brance of a dying scene. There is possibly in the room, 
the picture of a dead frigid. Conscience offers subjects of 
thought ; for example, the record of what a man judges to 
have been his greatest sin ! If turning his mind to meet 
this dark aspect, will not check and suspend the vain 
career, should he not be alarmed at such a power as the 
vanity has over his mind ? Should not even this very alarm 
be strong enough to produce the desired effect ? 

Another very simple and obvious expedient would be, for 
the person to make a sudden charge of guilt on his mind, 
when the vain thoughts are prevailing ; that is, the guilt of 
being so surrendered to them. And let that charge be 
accompanied and enforced by the thought '^ Ood seesT* 
Just as one has seen sometimes the levity of talk 
interrupted by an unexpected flash of lightning and clap of 
thunder. If a man has not left him enough of conscience 
and right will to do so simple a thing as this, what a 
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pernicious effect he may perceive that his vanity of thought 
has had! that it has subdued him, reconciled him to its 
indulgence ! If to do this is of no avail, what should he 
think then p 

Again, vrhen it is in solitude that a man feels this 
plague infesting his mind (and it is then that he is 
especially liable to it), it were well to have recourse to a 
direct act of devotion. "A very unfit material," it may be 
said, " are such thoughts for an offering to the Almighty." 
True, but the sincere petition to be rid of them is a very fit 
offering. And that presence should be peculiarly the situa- 
tion in which their vanity, and their evil should become 
most apparent. Especially if they are made the express 
subject of terms of description and imprecation, addressed 
to Him. How will they appear when we converse with 
God concerning them ? That converse, besides, may infuse 
ideas of a better order, adapted to repel or consume the 
frivolous ones. For we want ideas of a mightier order that 
may be set against the vanities. (As if eagles should drive 
away the lighter tribes of the air.) And where should we 
obtain these mightier ideas, if not in the divine presence ? 

Again, — ^the course of vain thoughts might sometimes be 
interrupted and stopped, by the question, brought to strike 
as it were, suddenly on the mind. What w, just now, my 
most pressing duty? "Why it w"— judgment and con- 
science can often tell in one word — what it is. " But here 
now, I am neglecting it, and for the sake of what ?" 

Sometimes a good temporary resource would be to go 
directly to some practical occupation; some useful manual 
operation; the adjustment of some point in a matter of 
business ; or, if leisure permits, a short visit to some house 
of mourning. The mind may thus, in a degree, and for the 
time, be diverted from vain thoughts; it may baffle and 
evade the worthless train that was beginning its race. 
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And in the last supposed resource (the vi^it) a stronger 
perception might be acquired of the impertinence and folly 
of such mental yanities. Some of them may be recalled, 
to be placed in comparison with what is there seen and 
heard. 

Again, — as a general and habitual expedient of correction, 
it will be of the very highest use and importance, to exer- 
cise and constrain our thinking to go along with the 
thoughts of those who have thought the best. Of course 
this means attentively reading the most valuable books; 
reading so as to take hold of the meaning, connexion, and 
desig^. How forcible the contrary will be felt to be, and 
the reproach, to the idle nothings of thought I We shall bo 
made to perceive to what admirable purpose the thinking 
faculty can be worked, and made to perceive what rubbish, 
and dust, and nuisance is the sort of thinking into which 
an ungovemed idle spirit will tride and rove! (Here 
animadvert on the prevailing li^kt reading of the times.) 
Speaking of such vigorous exercise on a book, we may ask, 
how much without it will you gain from the Bible ? 

"We are naturally led to another suggestion, for the 
reform in question, namely, the importance of thinking to 
a certain purpose, towards a proposed end. It is a chief 
characteristic of vain thoughts, that they are not in pursuit 
and progress toward any assigned object; they aim at 
nothing and come to nothing. A good question to arrest 
them will be, " What does all this tend to ?'* But reflect, 
what a nimiber of things there are which we had need to 
aim at by the course of thought, in those portions of time 
in which the mind is left free to think. Then the rule is, 
Have a marked purpose for the thoughts to be directed 
towards, and let their direction be in a progress, a regulated 
advance by steps, in a connected train. A double advantage 
in this: both that one point will be attained, and the habit 
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of Yidn thoughts will be corrected. Be intent^ in such a 
progress, on the reason, the v)hy and wherefore. 

We haye just said that there are many important things 
which we should aim at, by the course and exercise of 
thought. Now it will tend to check and shame these 
vanities, to reflect seriously and pointedly, in the very midst 
of them, how utterly worthless they are for those desirable 
purposes ; how many things we have to do that these will 
^ot enable us, but the direct contrary. And then the mor- 
tifying reflection, which cannot be too often repeated and 
aggravated, ** What they have done for us !" There have 
been millions of them in my mind — ^and what result ? We 
have reiterated the words " atoms" and " dust," as types 
of their worthlessness ; but atoms and dust will, in length 
of time, form a fruitful soil; lava has been so covered. 
Worse then is the case with these mental vanities. The 
infinity of them never deposits a material of fertility ; and 
they impoverish and blast the ground, besides. 

Beflect also what would have been the present result of 
so many good and pertinent thoughts, instead of so many 
" vain thoughts." Nay, if a tenth, a fiftieth part of the 
number ; if there had been but comparatively a few grains 
of gold deposited by the stream that has carried so many 
particles of mud into the ocean! '^ Gk)od and pertinent 
iJioughts," we said ; we might try sometimes and verify the 
difference between such and the vain ones. For we may 
interrupt those vain ones to consider what would be the 
best thoughts on the very same subject. What would have 
been, on this very matter, the ideas of this or the other 
wise and well-exercised spirit? Sometimes we may, per- 
haps, recollect what they actually have been. It were a 
good expedient to repeat some of the ideas they have so 
expressed ; and then put in words a certain portion of our 
vain thoughts ! But even without such a comparison^ think 
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hov a portion of such thoughts would sound put in wotd 
and spoken aloud ! If one hour's train of them had been 
all spoken aloud, just in the form and order in which they 
were suffered to run ! And if a small companj were each 
to do this, what a community of wisdom it would make ! 

The mention of " company" reminds us that, for the 
discipline of the thoughts, a great deal may depend on the 
company a man keeps. ^* He that walketh with wise men 
shall be wise," Frov. xiii. 20. Society can easily be found, 
in which every vanity of the soul may be indulged and con^ 
firmed ; and the choosing of it by preference is practically 
saying, that all this concern of correction and improvement 
may go to the winds. 

Finally, if it is objected or complained that such a repre- 
sentation of disciplinary duty involves much that seems 
hard and difficult, we have but to answer, ** Yes, it is just 
as hard as to do justice to a rational and immortal spirit, 
that is placed here a little while for its improvement, and 
then must go, where G-od says it is to go." But if it be so 
hard and yet so indispensable, how welcome must be that 
doctrine which promises the help of an almighty Spirit, and 
invites us to pray for it! "What man in the exercise of 
reason, nay, in but the very twilight or moonshine of rea- 
son, will not exult to embrace such a doctrine, if he really 
cares about the progress of his spirit through this short life, 
and its appointment and employments in another world? 

April 22, 1822. 
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Job XV. 4. 
" Thou restrainegt prayer he/ore God.^^ 

This is one of the many censures that Job's firiends 
passed upon him. We must think that this was not a just . 
charge in the instance to which it was applied. But, if it 
had been true, as a fact, it surely would have fixed on Job 
a sentence of guilt. He could not be convicted of the fact 
without being convicted of sin. Por, we do not expect to 
hear it asserted that prayer is no duty. Whatever the 
practice may seem to say, there will seldom be an avowal 
in words, of this opinion. Nevertheless, such an assertion 
has been ventured, and by persons not formally and abso-^ 
lutely avowing rejection and contempt of religion; nay^ 
even pretending perhaps to render the greater honour to 
the divine Majesty, — ^to acknowledge in a more enlightened 
manner his sovereignty, wisdom and goodness. They have 
said, " It were idle and impious to imagine that represen- 
tations made from us should direct the divine wisdom, or 
have any influence on the divine determinations ; therefore 
to petition is at least absurd." 

Now, even though no valid answer could be made to this, 
one would be irresistibly persuaded that persons dweUing 
with complacency on such an argument, cared for the most 
part, very little about the divine mercy. Those that did so 
care, would, in spite of the argument, be continually 
prompted to pray, and would regret to think it should be 
improper, or be in vain. But answers are not wanting. 

VOL. I. a 
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To a believer in revelation, it is answer enougli that 
prayer is most positively enjoined, as a primary duty of 
religion ; a duty strictly in itself, as the proper manner of 
acknowledging the supremacy of God, and our dependence. 
Let it be added, that it has been the universal practice of 
devout men from the earliest time till the present hour ; and 
practised the most by the men incontestably the most pious 
and holy. But, if there were any force in the supposed 
objection, we do not see how these good men could be 
acquitted of gross impiety. 

But independently of these considerations (of the divine 
injunctions, and of the •constant practice of the best men), 
we might take the matter on more general grounds, and 
observe that — prayer cannot be discountenanced on any 
principle which would not repress and condemn all earnest 
religious desires. Consider the exercise of thought and 
affection in a mind deeply concerned about religion. It 
dwells upon the thought of the divine favour, " how 
glorious a felicity to enjoy that ! " But, then, an earnest 
desire arises, "Oh let it be mine!" It dwells upon the 
redeeming work of Christ ; and the desire is, " Let me be 
interested in it, to its whole glorious extent!" Or upon 
the pardon of sin; the purification of a corrupt nature; 
divine guidance, illumination, and protection ; and the 
desire is, "Let these be granted to me!" !N"ow consider 
these desires ; they are indulged under the direct sense of 
the presence and observance of God, and are the more 
fervently indulged, the more impressive is that sense, and 
indulged with a complacency in the thought that he knows 
them. But, would it not be absurd to indulge them, if it 
be absurd to express them ? And worse than absurd, for 
what are they less (according to the objection) than im- 
pulses to control the divine determinations and conduct? 
For these desires will absolutely ascend toward Him. But 
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we all know that these desires are good, nay, tbat they are 
vital and essential to religion, insomuch that the degree in 
which they prevail in the soul, is the degree in which religion 
.prevails there. But if these feelings be the essential spirit 
of religion, it is consistent that they be carried into a direct 
act of religion, namely prayer. 

. Again, it is the grand object to augment these desires. 
Well then, here too is evidence in favour of prayer. For it 
must operate to make them more strong, more vivid, more 
solemn, more prolonged, and more definite as to their 
objects. Forming them into expressions to God will con- 
centrate the soul in them, and upon these objects. Solicit* 
ing to them, by an express act, the immediate attention of the 
Almighty Intelligence, must combine them with the feeling 
regarding Him ; it must partly have the same effect as if we 
were expecting to be soon placed in his presence by death. 

Again, as to the objection that we cannot alter the divine 
determinations, and, that if the things desired are proper to 
be given to us, he will give them, and if not so, he will 
not ; — ^it may well be supposed, that it is according to the 
divine determination that good things shall not be given to 
those that will not petition for them ; that there shall be 
this expression of dependence, and acknowledgment of the 
divine supremacy ; that they (those that will not petition) 
are, by this proof, in no proper state of mind to receive the 
good gifts; that he has made it an indispensable circum- 
stance, a condition, that they shall pray for them, in order 
to obtain. On general grounds of reason this may well be 
supposed to be the case ; but, the moment we turn to reve- 
lation we find that it actually is so. " I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them." And 
doubtless experience and fact would bring a full testimony 
to the same effects Suppose two men to pass through life, 
both acknowledging that all good must come &om God. 

Q 2 
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But the one acts on the sort of philosophic principle thst 
disowns prayer ; the other habitually and fervently petitions 
the Ahnighty, in the name of Jesus Christ. We may 
refer it to any man to judge of the comparatiye account of 
what these two respectiyely will have obtained by the time 
they come to the end of life. We might abo refer it to 
any man, which of the situations he would prefo to be in, 
in looking forward to that period. 

But we need not have enlarged on such a matter as the 
assertion of the propriety of prayer ! (Paley, Price, Ac.) 
It may be presumed we are under the full and irresistible 
oonTiction that men ought to implore the mercies of ** the 
God of heaven ; " that this is an homage absolutely due to 
Him; and that for ourselves it is indispensable, and 
infinitely beneficial. If we could go deep enough in thought, 
it would strike us as an amazing and inexpressibly delight- 
ful circumstance, in the economy of the Almighty Being, 
that there is an assigned ground, and a perfectly accessible 
one, for meeting immediately the Supreme Being; that 
there is a permission and appointed duty, to such creatures 
as we are, to speak directly to him, at any time, on any sub- 
ject. Men speak to one another ; some of them may not 
speak to some others of them ; but the least, the humblest, 
the meanest, may speak to Him that made and commands 
all things! 

Now then for the manner in which men avail themselves 
of this most sublime circumstance in their condition. Let 
us for one moment suppose that we could be quite unin- 
formed of the actual state of our race, in this particular 
respect ; knowing only just the general facts that they are 
rational, accountable, immortal, wholly dependent on the 
Almighty, and every moment experiencing his beneficence ; 
and knowing also that they have the grand privilege we 
have described. What might we expect in conformity to 
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thk their »)ndition P — ^now, what ? Evid^tly, an imiTeraal 
prevalence c^ a devotional spirit; a grateful, habitual 
recourse to their most glorious privilege ! Now then let us, 
bj all means, deny l^e doctrine, and the £Etct, of the radical 
depravity of human nature, when we oome to contemplate 
the actual state and practice of mankind in respect to the 
matter in question ; — ^I repeat, let us boldlj and firmly deny 
it, if we can, in front of the facts of the case ; (the facta 
being as follows:) 

Hundreds of millions are paying homage to insensible 
substances, phantasms, or devOs, Many millions are literally 
mining to themselves an amusement and a sport of shows 
kbA vain ceremonies of a religion jnretended to be in homage 
to the true God. But oome to what is accounted the nuMtt 
privileged, instructed, and Christianized portion of mankind 
(our own nation). There are millions of them that practise 
no worship^ no prayer, ab all, in any manner; they are 
entirdy " without G-od in the world/' Assemble them in 
imagination, and look upon th^m ! To say to but one of 
these, in the full and entire sense, *^ Thou restrainest 
pn^er 1 " is pronouncing upon him an awful charge, is pre- 
dicting [an awful doom. But then consider, that, to pro- 
nounce deliberately but ^oda one short sentence upon each 
one in our land to whom it; is applicable, would take many 
years 1 But then reflect what it is that you would be pro- 
nouncing in eaeh single instance. Think what it includes 
when said of a being standing in such relati(»]s as he does 
to Ood ; and with death, judgment, and eternity before him 
You are pronouncing that, — ^he habitually seoma the Al- 
mighty — ^his soul, and the happmess of eternity ; th^t, — ^he 
deliberately keeps himself detached from all that could saifre 
him from plunging into perdition ! 

Next, if we would cast an all-penetrating look through 
what is performed under a semblance and name of prayer ; 
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the alight formalities of it in private ; the public ceremonial 
performances. Would it not be the mere affectation of 
charity to doubt whether it be the fact, that a yast majority 
of the performers never pray at all ? K it might, by Him 
that knows, be revealed to you in how many instances, a 
vital earnest breathing of soul goes out to Him, would you 
not, in terror and pity, decline such knowledge ? " Let me 
tiot see the proofs against my fellow mortals, of what I 
already too sadly believe." 

But it was not so much our purpose to animadvert on the 
entire absence of real prayer, as to make a few admonitory 
observations on the great defectiveness of it in those who 
do feel its importance, and are not wholly strangers td its 
genuine exercise. And which of us can assume to stand 
clearly out of the reach of such admonition ? " Thou 
restrainest prayer before Gk)d." 

It may well come upon our thoughts to reflect how much 
of this exercise, in its genuine quality, there is or has been 
in the course of our life habitually. How much do we see 
marked and distinguished by this sacred colour? How 
much, as compared with our other exercises of mind and 
speech? There should be some proportion in things. A 
matter of pre-eminent importance should not be reduced to 
occupy some diminutive interstices and comers of the active 
system. A mere worldly-wise man is seen acting on this 
principle of proportion in things. Then, as Christians, how 
is it with us in this important matter ? 

That which is confessedly the most powerful of all our 
means and resources for good should not be left nearly out 
of use, for us to extol the while its great power, and be 
miserable through a dependence on other means. If the 
people on the parched tracts along the Nile had a mighty 
engine for raising the water to irrigate, what would be 
thought of them for toiling with little earthen vess^, from 
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which the element would almost evaporate while they were 
carrying it ? Now look at our means for good. There is 
one pre-eminent; is just that the one that lies nearly 
unemployed? One image of this sort suggests another. 
The poor, superstitious multitudes of India believe that their 
adored river comes from heaven, and they are consistent. 
They pant to go to it ; they have recourse to it with eager 
devotion ; they purify their vessels with it, and themselves ; 
they consider it a precious element in their food ; they are 
happy to be carried to its banks when dying« Now we 
know that our grand resource of prayer is a blessed privi- 
lege granted from heaven, of a peculiarly heavenly quality, 
where is our consistency, if we are indifferent and sparing 
in the use of it P 

" Thou restrainest prayer before God." Is there a very 
frequent, or even a prevailing reluctance to it, so that the 
chief feeling regarding it is but a haunting sense of duty, 
and of guilt in the neglect P This were a serious cause for 
alarm, lest all be wrong within. A consciousness like this, is 
a stronger summons to the very exercise itself than if a host 
of the dead were to arise to command it. That man is 
infatuated if he withholds prayer. "What thing more urgent 
can mortal have to crave than this, — ^that he should not 
have to make out the safety of his state under so fearful 
a sign! 

Is it, in the course of our days, lefb to uncertainties 
whether the exercise shall be attended to or not P Is it 
considered not a positive fixed thing, no more to be dispensed 
with than the daily bread, or the common recurring offices 
of life P Is the case so that a man might be supposed to 
say to himself, " I intend to pray to-day, or this morning, 
or evening ; I hope I shall, but I am not certain, I fTwy 
fail." Ma/y you faQ P It is, then, too probable that you 
mill " Ma/jf you" — P then that may befall you which will 
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teach you what it if to fail of such a duty ! — '^ May you" — ? 
then you may lose the Tory last opportunity that will be 
gwrnted to you ! 

Is there a habit of letting come first to be attended to, 
any inferior thing that may offer itself P A man may judge 
when is the fair and proper time for this exercise. When 
that time is come shall he wait, as if to see whether any 
thing else will occur to put in its claim, so that the claim of 
Gt>d should be admitted but on the condition that nothing 
else shall make a claim? He will not have waited long 
before something mil come in between, and that will bring 
something else, and that again some other thing. This 
great duty is then set aside for an indefinite time, and the 
disposition lessening at every step, and perhaps the conscience 
too ; and when he refiects, what reproach and shame may he 
not often feel to think what he has suffered to set it aside ! 
And the weight of the reproach should fall, not on the fact 
merely of the neglect, but on the disposition of mind which 
could permit it. 

" Thou restrainest prayer before God." " Another time, 
a later hour, will be much more convenient." How many 
prayers this deception has precluded ! " I shall be in a 
better tone of feeling ; my thoughts more composed ; there 
will be less liability to interruption ; such an affair I shidl 
have disposed of, and discharged from my mind. It were 
even irreverent to approach the divine Majesty just as I now 
feel." As if that commanded serious effort, required in 
such approach, were not one of the- best, expedients for 
putting the mind in order. And then what does exp^ience 
say, z& to the actual occurrence and improvement of that 
expected better season ? How soon, commonly, does the 
seasonable hour come, when the first is easily let to slide by 
as unseasonable? Is there a disposition to give a ready 
ailowance to pleas for deferring or cutting very short? 
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'' Thai will be a fair excuse." '' That must be attended to 
immediatelj." "To delay that will be a smous eriL*' 
" That is a matter of practical duty, for which Gt>d will 
excuse the mental." When in the exercise, a person may 
detect himself readily recollecting aud allowing a call away. 
What a test of the habitude of the heart is there in all this ! 

" Thou restrainest prayer before GM." We may specify 
again. In the interval appropriate to this exercise, a man 
may defer it till very near what he knows must be the end 
of the allowed time. He may be under obligatory regula- 
tions requiring him to meet certain business or engagements 
at nearly a precise time. Now, having this known measured 
time before him, does he allow himself to pass away the 
moments that belong to devotion till very near the 
appointed moment, so that there is time for only a few 
hurried sentences ? 

Again, an inconvenient situation for devotional exercise, 
will ofben be one of the real evils of life. But here let the 
question be, Is this circumstance readily seized as a plea to 
conscience for but little practising the solemn exercise? 
The man is almost pleased that there is such a ground of 
excuse, and yet laying the whole blame of the omisnon or 
slightness on this cause. 

This lamentably defective state of mind may be verified 
again in a mode like this, namely; "I did not very long 
since employ some moments in prayer; it will not be 
necessary so very soon again. For awhile I am free firom 
the pressure of duty." As if the chief use of the preceding 
prayer were its cleanng the time forward. 

The having engaged in a social act of religion may be 
assumed as a partial excuse for omitting the private exercise, 
a kind of acquittance; the share of a social exercise is 
reckoned enough for the whole tribute from the individuid. 
As if a social tribute were for the purpose of gaining an 
exemption for each individuaL 
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Sometimes the exercise is made very brief from real 
unqualified want of interest. Or prayer is delayed from the 
sense of recent guilt. No wonder there should be an 
indisposition then. But will mere time wear the guilt 
away ? And what will be the best security against renewed 
sin ? Do not defer praying till more guilt come between ! 
Do not, lest death come between ! 

The charge in the text falls upon the state of feeling 
which forgets to recognize the value of prayer as an impor- 
tant instrument, shall we call it, in the transactions of life. 
There may be an acknowledgment, in a general way, of its 
value, but in practice things are left to ordinary resources. 

The charge falls, too, on the indulgence of cares, anxieties^ 
and griefe, with little recourse to this great expedient. We 
may put the evil charged under the final general description, 
praying but so that there is a consciousness, " This will not 
do alw 1/8,** 

This is more than enough for enumeration and description. 
The few admonitory considerations which we might 'have 
added, to enforce a reform, can be little necessary, when the 
evil is so plainly evident. — ^It is a privation of whatever 
state and happiness it is, that is imported by " communion 
with God." — How much it foregoes the benefits of the 
intercession of Christ ! — It precludes the disposition to 
refer to the Divine Being in social communications. — It 
saps a man's moral and Christian courage. — It raises a 
formidable difficulty in the way of recourse to GK>d on 
urgent occasions and emergencies. 

On the review of such an exposure, we do not adopt any 
formal language of exhortation. Mere exhortation is never 
of any use. Such representations and appeals to painful 
experience are of the essence of exhortation, and here there- 
fore we leave the subject. 

May 2, 1822. 
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THE SPSIHe AND ITS MOAAL AKALOOIXS. 

Psalm civ. 30. 
" l^ou renewest the face of the earth.** 

SoMB time since we were endeavouring to describe 
certain states or moods of feeling, wbicli might be called 
seasons of the mind; and to show in what manner these 
might by a judicious and determined exercise of thought, 
be turned to an advantageous account. 

The seasons of external nature, in the course of the year, 
are a part, and a considerably interesting part, of what 
makes up our condition during our sojourn on this earth ; 
and good men, from the psalmist downward, have not been 
content that the effect of these seasons upon them should 
be confined to the mere external material condition, but have 
been desirous that the vicissitudes of nature should minister 
to the welfare of the mind. 

The spring season especially has been regarded as fertile 
of what might afford salutary instruction in a pleasing 
vehicle. We are now in the very midst of this genial 
season ; and before its flowers and bloom are past, we might 
do well to endeavour to draw from it something not quite 
so transient. 

The vast importance to us, that this season should regu- 
larly and infallibly return in its time, }& obvious the instant 
it is mentioned. Bat it is not so instantly recollected how 
entirely we are at the mercy of the Gk)d of nature for ita 
return. We are in our places here on the surface of the 
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earth, to wait in total dependence for Him to cause the 
seasons to visit our abode, as helpless and impotent as parti- 
cles of dust. If the Power that brings them on, were to 
hold them back, we could only submit, or repine — and 
perish ! His will could strike with an instant paralysis the 
whole moving system of nature. Let there be a suspension 
of his agency and all would stop ; or a change of it, and 
things would take a new and fearful course ! Yet, we are 
apt to think of the certainty of the return of the desired 
season, in some other light than that of the certainty that 
God will cause it to come. With a sort of passive irreli- 
gion we allow a something, conceived as an established 
order of nature, to take the place of the Author and Buler 
of nature, forgetful that all this is nothing but the conti- 
nually acting power and will of GK)d ; and that nothing can 
be more absurd than the notion of G-od's having constituted 
a system to be, one moment, independent of himself. 

Consider next, this beautiful vernal season: — what a 
gloomy and unpromising scene and season it arises out of! 
It is almost like creation from chaos ; like life from a state 
of death. If we might be allowed in a supposition so wide 
from probability, as that a person should not know what 
season is to follow, while contemplating the scene, and feel- 
ing the rigours of winter, how di£icult it would be for him 
to comprehend or believe that the darkness, dreariness, 
bleakness, and cold — ^the bare, desolate, and dead aspect of 
nature, could be so changed. J£ he could th^ in some 
kind of vision, behold such a scene as that now spread over 
the earth — ^he would be disposed to say, " It cannot be;" 
" this is absolutely a new creation, or another world !" 

Might we not take an instruction &om this, to correct 
the judgments we are prone to form of the divine govern- 
ment ? We are placed within one limited scene and period 
of the great succession of the divine dispensations — a dark 
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and gloomy one— a prevalence of eviL We do not see how 
it eo9^ he, that so much that is offensive and grieyous, shoiild 
be introductory to something delightful and glorioHs. 
^ Look, how fixed ! how inveterate ! how absolute ! how un- 
changing! is not l^s a charact^ of perpetuity?" If a 
better, nobler scene to follow is intimated by the spirit of 
prophecy, in figures analogous to the beauties of spring, it 
is regarded with a kind of despondency, as if prophecy were 
but a kind of sacred poetry ; and is beh^d as something to 
aggravate the gloom of the present, rather than to draw the 
mind forward in delightM hope. And so we allow our 
judgments of the divine government, — (of the mighty field 
of it, and of its progressive periods,) — to be formed very 
much upon an exclusive view of the limited, dark portion of 
his dispensations which is immediately present to us ! But 
such judgments should be corrected by the spring blooming 
around us, so soon afber the gloomy desolation of winter. 
The man that we were supposing so ignorant and incredu- 
lous, what would he now think of what he had thought 
thenr 

Agam, how welcome are the early signs, and precursory 
appearances of the spring; the earlier dawn of day; — a 
certain cheerful cast in the light, even though still shining 
over an expanse of desolation, — ^it has the appearance of a 
smile; — a softer breathing of the air, at intervals; — ^the 
bursting of the buds ; the vivacity of the animal tribes ; the 
first flowers of the season; — and by degrees, a delicate 
dubious tint of green. It needs not that a man should be 
a poet, or a sentimental worshipper of nature, to be de- 
lighted with all this. 

May we suggest one analogy to this P The operation of 
the Divine Spirit in renovating the human soul, effecting its 
conversion from the natural state, is sometimes displayed in 
this gentle and gradual manner, especially in youth. In 
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many cases, certainly, it seems violent and sudden (resem- 
bling the transition from winter to spring in the northern 
climates) ; but, in the more gradual instances, whether in 
youth or further on in life, it is most gratifying to perceive 
the first indications, — serious thoughts and emotions — 
growing sensibility of conscience — distaste for vanity and 
folly — deep solicitude for the welfare of the soul — a disposi- 
tion to exercises of piety — a progressively clearer, more 
grateful, and more believing apprehension of the necessity 
and sufficiency of the work and sacrifice of Christ for human 
redemption. To a pious Mend, or parent, this is more 
delightful thau if he could have a vision of Eden, as it 
bloomed on the first day that Adam beheld it. 

But we may carry the analogy into a wider application. 
It is most gratifying to perceive the signs of change on the 
great field of society. How like the early flowers, — the 
more benignant light — ^the incipient verdure, are the new 
desire of knowledge, and the schemes and efforts to impart 
it — ^the rising, zealous, and rapidly enlarging activity to 
promote true religion ; we may add, the development of the 
principles and spirit of liberty. In this moral spring, we 
hope we are advanced a little way beyond the season of the 
earliest flowers. 

The next observation on the spring season is, how re- 
luctantly the worst gives place to the better ! While the 
winter is forced to retire, it is yet very tenacious of its 
reign ; it seems to make many efforts to return ; it seems 
to hate the beauty and fertility that are supplanting it. 
Eor months we are liable to cold, chilling, pestilential blasts, 
and sometimes biting &osts. A portion of the malignant 
power lingers or returns to lurk, as it were, under the most 
cheerful sunshine ; so that the vegetable beauty remains in 
hazard, and the luxury of enjoying the spring is attended 
with danger to persons not in firm health. It is too ob- 
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vious to need pointing out, how much resembling this there 
is in the moral state of things ; — ^in the hopeful adyance 
and improvement of the youthful mind, — ^in the early, and 
indeed the more advanced stages, of the Christian charac- 
ter — ^and in all the commencing improvements of human 
society. 

We may contemplate next, the lavish, boundless diffusion, 
riches, and variety of beauty in the spring. Survey a 
single confined spot, or pass over leagues, or look &om a 
hill ; infinite affluence every where ! and so you know, too, 
that it is over a wide portion of the globe at the same 
time ; it is under your feet ; extends all around you, spread 
out to the horizon. And all this created within a few 
weeks! To every observer the immensity, variety, and 
beauty are obvious. But to the perceptions of the skilful 
naturalist all this is indefinitely multiplied. Befiect, what 
a display is here of the boundless resources of the great 
Author. He flings forth, as it were, an unlimited wealth — 
a deluge of beauty, immeasurably beyond all that is strictly 
necessary ; an immense quantity that man never sees, not 
even in the mass. It is true, that man is not the only 
creature for which the gratification is designed. But it is 
man alone, of the earth's inhabitants, that can take any 
account of it as beauty, or as wisdom, and power, and good- 
ness. Such unlimited profusion may well assure us that 
He who can (shall we say) afford thus to lavish treasures 
so for beyond what is simply necessary, can never fail of 
resources for all that is or ever shall be necessary. 

May we not venture to think that this vast superfluity of 
pleasing objects conferred on this temporary abode of cur 
feeble and sinful existence, may be taken as one of the inti- 
mations of a grand enlargement of faculties in another state ? 
We may assume that in any world to which good men shall 
be assigned, there will be an immense affluence of the won- 
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derful works of the Almighty, and shall there not be such an 
enlargement of capacity and perception that there shall be 
(if we m&j express it so) a less toasU of those admirable 
works P We would be willing to suppose that there may 
be a less proportion of them placed beyond the power of 
attention ; less that should seem to answer no end to the 
devout contemplator. 

We may observe again, on this jffofusion and diversity 
of beauty, — ^what an ample provision it is for those faculties 
in our nature, which are not to be accounted the highest and 
noblest. The mere organs of sense, receive immediately 
their pleasing influences. Through those combined suscep- 
tibilities of our blended constitution of body and mind, 
which we call taste, we have pleasurable perceptions of 
beauty, grace, harmony, grandeur. And the imagination 
has a large share of the enjoyment. All this is most 
evidently an intended adaptation. It is good« therefore, 
that man should have the exercise, the cultivation, and the 
pleasure of these faculties. What the proper regulation 
and limits may be — and how to adjust the proportion and the 
balance between these and higher interests and pleasures — 
is a matter for conscientious judgment. But the general 
fact is most obvious, that the Creator intended the exercise 
and gratification of faculties for which he has made such 
copious provision. 

But it is a serious consideration here, that the value and 
the final object of this exercise and pleasure are lost, if they 
do not tend to and pombine with religion; if a man observes, 
and admires — and enjoys, and is enchanted with the fine 
feeliQg, and all the while forgets the adorable and beneficent 
Author; or feels no veneration or grateful aspiring of 
soul toward Him. Our relation to Him is our supreme 
and most vital interest, and the interest of every other 
relation is meant to be coincident, subordinate, and contri- 
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butory. The disregard of this great law comes under the 
condemnation of ** loving the creature more than the 
Creator who is blessed for ever." Much of this impietj 
there is, among the admirers of the beauties of nature and 
of the spring. It is no mere fictitious character if we ex- 
emplify thus, — a man of cultivated mind, vividly perceptive 
faculties, refined taste and poetic fancy, straying among the 
vernal fields and groves with a fond enchantment, with a 
sentiment for each flower and blooming shrub, and singing 
bird, and gay insect ;---di£^ing his soul in fine sympathy 
with all that smiles around him, but with no recognition of 
Him that creates and animates the scene I All that scene 
is no more than a reflection of a few rays of the divine 
glory. But this admirer looks not toward, the bright 
Beality. He takes this fsdnt reflection as if it were itself 
the essential beauty and glory, and cannot see how it fades 
and perishes when impiety like this^ comes between it and 
heaven. In some instances, as by a judicial retribution, the 
man is permitted to consummate his impiety by making 
nature his GK>d ; — ^fancying some kind of mysterious, 
all-pervading, yet not intelligent spirit, which ejects the 
Divinity and takes his place. 

To return to the consideration of the spring. This 
pleasant season has always been regarded, as obviously 
presenting an image of youthful life. The newness, live- 
liness, fair appearance, exuberance of the vital principle, 
rapid growth — such are the flattering points of likeness. 
But there are also less pleasing circumstances of resem- 
blance, the frailty and susceptibility, so peculiarly liable to 
fatai injury from inauspicious influences, blights, dis-' 
eases. Those who have to watch over infancy, childhoo4^ 
and early youth, can often see, in smitten plants audi 
flowers, the emblems of what they have to fear for their 
charge. There is the circumstance, that the evil in the 
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human dispositibn can grow even faster than the good. As 
in spring, the weeds, the useless and noxious vegetables, 
the offensiye or venomous animals thrive as well as the 
useful and salutary productions; and that too, not onlj 
without attention to assist them, but in spite of efforts to 
repress or extirpate them. There is the circumstance, that 
it is yet to be proved whether the early season will have its 
full value ultimately ; whether fair and hopeful appearances 
and beginnings will not end in a mortifying disappointment. 
How many a rich bloom of the trees comes to nothing ! 
How many a field of com promising in the blade, dis* 
appoints in the harvest ! Under this point of the analogy, 
the vernal human beings are a subject for pensive, for 
^most melancholy contemplation. There is one specially 
instructive point of resemblance. Spring is the season for 
diligent cultivation ; so is youth. What if the spring were 
suffered to go past without any cares and labours of hus- 
bandry! But see how the parallel season of human life is 
in numberless instances, consumed away under a destitution 
of the discipline requisite to form a rational being to 
wisdom, goodness, and happiness; through the criminal 
neglect of those who have the charge and the accountable- 
ness, and the ahnost infiUlibly consequent carelessness of 
the undisciplined creatures themselves. One shall not 
seldom be struck with the disparity between these two 
provinces of cultivation. The garden shall be put in neat 
order, the fruit-tree trimmed and trained; the corn-field 
exhibiting a clean shining breadth of green ; the children 
and youth bearing every mark of mental and moral rude« 
ness. On the contrary, it is delightM to see the spring 
season of life advancing under such a cultivation, of the 
instructor's care, of conscientious self-tuition, and of divine 
influence, as to give good hope of rich ensuing seasons* A 
part of the pleasure, imparted by the beauty of the spring, 
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its, whether we are exactlj aware of it or not, in an anticipa- 
tion of what it is to result in. And though as we have 
said, there is mudi for uncomplacent presentiment in 
beholding the bloom, animation, and unfolding faculties of 
earlj life, yet they who are affectionately interested in the 
sight, are insensibly carried forward in imagination to the 
Tirtues and accomplishments which they are willing to 
foresee in the mature and advanced states. It may be 
added, as one more point in this parallel, that the rapid 
passing away of the peculiar beauty of spring, gives an 
emblem of the transient continuance of the lively and 
joyous period of human life. 

We have seen that they are not all ^easing ideas that 
arise in the contemplation of the vernal season. There is 
one of a profoundly gloomy character, that of the por- 
tentous gen^:uL contarast between the beauty of the naturaly 
and the deformity of the ftwral world. A correspondence 
seems to be required in things which are associated together. 
Survey then the fair scene (such as on this day) and think 
what kind of beings, to correspond to it, the rational inha- 
bitants ought to be; (not a few, a small intermingled 
portion, but the general race.) Would not the conception 
be, — innocence, ingenuousness, all the kind and sweet affec- 
tions, bright refined thought, spontaneous advancement in 
all good, piety to heaven P But now look on the actual 
fact — and that, without going so far off as those fine tracts 
of the earth where man is the most cruel and ferocious of 
the wild beasts that infest them. See in these more 
civilized regions, the coarse debasement — ^the selfishness — 
the ill tempers and malignant passions — the hostile artifices 
— the practices of injustice — ^the obstinacy in evil habits — 
the irreligion, both negative and daringly positive ! Within 
the memory of many of us, how much of the vernal beauty 
©f Europe, every year, has been trodden down under tkp 
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feet, or blasted hj the ravages of hostile armies ! how maiij 
a blooming bower has given out its odours mingled with the 
putrid effluvia of human creatures killed by one another ! 
Such is the correspondence of the inhabitants to the beau« 
tiful scenery of their dwelling-place ! The fair luxury of 
spring serves to bring out, more prominently, the hideous 
features of the moral condition ! 

But even if we could keep out of view this directly moral 
contrast, there are still other circumstances of a gloomy 
colour. Amidst this glowing life of the vernal season, there 
are lahguor, and sickness, and infirm old age, and death ! 
While nature smiles, there are many pale countenances that 
do nai. Sometimes you have met, slowly pacing the green 
meadow or the garden, a figure emaciated by illness, or 
feeble with' age ; and were the more forcibly struck by the 
spectacle as seen amidst a luxuriance of life. Eor a moment 
you have felt as if all the living beauty faded or receded 
from aroimd, in the shook of the contrast. You may have 
gone into a house beset with roses and all the pride of 
spring, to see a person lingering and sinking in the last 
feebleness of mortality. You may have seen a funeral train 
passing through a flowery avenue. And the ground which 
is the depository of the dead, bears, not the less for that, 
its share of the beauty of spring. The great course of 
nature pays no regard to the particular circumstances of 
man, — ^no suspension, no sympathy ! 

We will note but one more grave consideration. To a 
person in the latter stages of life, if destitute of the senti- 
ments and expectations of Beligion, this world of beauty 
must lose its captivations ; it must even take a melancholj 
aspect ; for, what should strike him so directly and forcibly 
as the thought, that he is soon to leave it ? It may even 
appear too probable that this is the last spring season he 
shall behold) while he looks upon it, he may feel an intinu^ 
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tion tbat he is bidding it adieu; his paradise is retiring 
behind him, and what but a dreary immeasurable desert is 
before him ? This will blast the fiur scene while he surveys 
it, however rich its hues and the sunshine that gilds it! 
On the contrary, and by the same rule, this fair display 
of the Creator's works and resources will be gratifying, the 
most and the latest, to the soul animated with the love of 
God, and the confidence of soon entering on a nobler scene. 
** Let me," he may say, " look once more at what my Divine 
Father has diffused even hither as a fisdnt intimation of 
what he has somewhere else. I am pleased with this 
as a distant outskirt, as it were, of the paradise toward 
which I am going." Though we are not informed of the 
exact manner of a happy existence in another state, as- 
suredly, there will be an ample and eternal exercise of the 
faculties on the wondrous works of the Almighty, and 
therefore a mode of perception adapted to apprehend their 
beauty, harmony, and magnificence. It is not for us to 
conjecture whether good spirits corporeally detached from 
this world, are therefore withdrawn from all such illation to 
it, or knowledge of it, as would admit of their retaining 
still some perception of the material beauty and sublimity 
displayed upon it by the Creator. But it may well be 
presumed that i^ one region or other of his dominions, the 
intellectual being will be empowered with a feculty to 
perceive ever^ order of phenomena in which his glory is 
manifested. If we think of an angel traversing this earth, 
though he has not our mode of apprehending this fair 
vision of spring, it were absurd to suppose that therefore 
all this material grace and splendour is to him obliterated, 
blank, and indifferent. We shall not then believe that any 
change which shall elevate the human spirit, will by that 
very fact, destroy, as to its perception, admiration, and 
enjoyment, an/y of the characters on the works of Ood. 
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We hastily close the contemplation bv observing, what 
an inunensity of attainable interest and delight, of one 
class only (besides the sublimer,) there is, that may be lost, 
— and all is lost, if the soul be lost ! 

May 27, 1822. 
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THS DBSTBTTCnON OF BODOM AKD eOMOBSAH. 

&Binsi8 zviii., xiz. 

^ And the Lard cleared to him in the plains of Mamre : 
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day/' ^c. 

We just now read the nineteentli chapter of Genesis, 
eontaimng the narratiye of the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and other cities of the vale of Siddim. 

At our last meeting of this kind we made some reflections 
on the beauty spread over the earth, especially in the season 
of spring. And, as one of those reflections, it was very 
obvious to note the sad contrast between the beauty of 
nature, and the moral quality mingled through the scene. 
There is no need of ancient and foreign illustrations ; but 
a very striking one is that Yale of Siddim. Lot had beheld 
it " as the garden of the Lord " (Gen. liii. 10), and was so 
captivated, that he chose it for his sojourn, even with the 
certainty that " his righteous soul " must be " vexed." 

Think of a region blooming and smiling in all the riches 
of nature; — on every hand something to raise the con* 
templative thought to the glorious Creator ; — something, it 
might be supposed, to refine and harmonize the sentiments ; 
— ^and a copious fertility of supply, to make every tract 
speak the bounty of Providence. 

But amidst all this, what loas iCAir? A hideous 
ibsemblage of beings, " sensual — devilish," — such as might 
almost be conceived to have been thro¥m up from the 
infernal realms, to go down again in an earthquake and 
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tempest of fire! The wickedness was so aggravated and 
extreme, that the region itself was doomed to perish with 
the inhabitants. As if divine justice could not permit to 
remain under the &ce of heaven, the very ground which had 
been polluted by such a race ! Beautiful scenery remained^ 
spread over the world; but one portion was sunk and 
vanished for ever. The natural beauty, and the human 
wickedness were both struck out of the world at one 
tremendous blow. At that one spot it is fisur toward four 
thousand years since nature bloomed and man sinned, — ^for 
the last time ! 

So terrible a judgment and warning, however, has not 
prevented nn from in&cting ever since the fair field of 
nature ; and it is this which spoils the beauty of the scene. 
This thing that spoils it so, is incomparably stronger and 
more intense in its quality of deformity, than the other is in 
its quality of beauty. That there is a luxuriant verdure, — 
that there are flowers — rich fields — ^fruitful trees — pleasing 
sounds, and tastes, and odours — streams — soft gales — 
picturesque landscapes — ^what is all this as set against the 
other fEict, that there are — ^in almost infinite mass, and 
niunber, and variety — ^bad dispositions and passions — ^bad 
principles — ^wicked thoughts — ^vile language — ^impieties and 
crimes of all possible kinds ? We are not forgetting that, 
there are abo better things than these in the moral world ; 
but of these there is enough to form an overwhelming 
contrast to all that which could make the woiid look ''as 
the garden of the Lord." So that on the supposition (if 
we might be allowed such an idea) that all the sin could 
become a visible thing, a thing palpable to the senses, in 
forms and characteristics duly representing its odious and 
dreadful quality, it would blast and overpower in our view 
all the beauty of nature. 

Xt may be that the '' angels of the Lord " so much spoken 



Digitized 



by Google ^ 



SODOM AND QOUOn&AM, 105 

of in this early part of *the Bible, and throughout it — ^may 
have such a power and mode of apprehension, as to behold 
sin in as palpable a manifestation, here on earth, as the face 
and forms of the material world itself; except perhaps sin 
as latent within the soul. But they would hardly need the 
exquisite intuition, and the capacity of angelic faculty, to 
apprehend the character of a scene like that of Sodom and 
G^omorrah. Wicked as all the nations of those lands were 
i^e people of this one tract appear to have surpassed the 
rest in atrocity. " The Lord said, The cry of Sodom and 
Gbmorrah is great, and their sin is very grievous." The 
insults to Heaven had, as it were, come up with a strength, 
and loudness, and outrage, greater than from other parts of 
the earth. It was time for the righteous Gbvemor to 
manifest himself. 

And as the first circumstance, three persons came as on 
a Mendly visit to Abraham. Both at this point of the 
relation, and afterwards, it is impossible not to be struck 
with the calmness and quietness of the proceeding. There 
were no terrible portents — ^no magnificent phenomena — no 
thundering menaces — ^nor formidable preparations — ^nor 
effulgence of Divine Majesty. The patriarch's hospitality 
was accepted. The first thing unusual was a matter of 
complacent interest, — a renewed assurance of posterity to 
Abraham. But to think what this friendly converse was 
the introduction to ! 

It was not for heavenly beings to stay long in direct 
intercourse with mortals. And besides, there was some- 
thing else to be done ! " The men rose up from thence and 
looked toward Sodom" (Gen. xviii. 16), that is, set out 
that way, Abraham accompanying them some way from his 
house. By this time it was signified to him, that there was 
an awful and immediate design against those cities; and 
this led to that memorable intercessory conversation in 
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whica the patriarcli pleaded for Sodom. It was not solel^r 
on Lot's account, for he might have pleaded for hit 
exemption. 

We are left in the dark as to one circumstance here. 
Only ttoo of the persons went on to Sodom, leaving 
Abraham to conyerse with the Almighty. The third dis- 
appears from our view; unless he was a manifestation of 
the divine Being himseli^ and the same that Abraham 
conversed with in that solemn character. This is left 
entirely in uncertainty. But evidently it was with God 
himself that Abraham held the conversation. That 
conversation may suggest some points of instruction. For 
example ; we ought not to be gratified with the sufferings 
and punishments of the wicked. There is sometimes a 
temptation to this ; especially when the wicked are seen in 
great pride, and wealth, and power — arrogating all things 
to themselves, — rioting in the spoils of their fellow mortals, 
— ^trampling with scorn on the weak or the just ; — ^and at 
the same time diffusing moral corruption widely around. 
"We are tempted to look forward with something like 
Complacency to the awaiting vengeance. But this is not 
the spirit of Christ, nor the spirit of Abraham. The very 
best men will exceed all others in benevolent concern for 
the worst. 

Again, — ^Abraham ventures 'an appeal to the divine 
equity. " Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right P " 
Observe, it is impossible to contemplate the divine attri- 
butes without forming some idea of what it is that is ri^hf 
for such a Being. "We must necessarily form our concep- 
tions of what is justice and goodness in the Supreme 
Being, upon the principles which he has declared to us, as 
the essence of those qualities in his creatures. So that our 
judgments of his proceedings will be in analogy to those we 
form of the actions of men. But in doing this, there ia 
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fteed of great caution and reverential humility, for the plain, 
ten thousand times repeated reason, that his proceedings 
have reference to an immense scale ; they are to be " right " 
as in an infinitely extended and multiplied relation of 
things ; in the midst of which our intellect can compass but 
an inexpressibly diminutive point. How limited, then, our 
power of judging of his justice in action. And then, if we 
think of the dxviae justice, as an attribute to be appealed to 
in behalf of man, that is a formidable idea ! Abraham did 
it, and was not rebuked ; but how mani^ times must any 
man, speaking to the Most High, appeal to his mercy, for 
once that he can appeal to his justice / In his praying for 
himself, the case is so ; and if interceding for the community, 
the nation, how little dare he rest his plea on the numbers 
and virtues of good men ! 

Once more, — observe the divine indulgence to the narrow, 
weak apprehensions of good men. Abraham began his 
intercession as if he had been bespeaking the benevolence 
of only some exalted human being, with a kind of pious 
artifice, namely, with a greater number when he knew he 
must descend to a less; and intending it as a device to 
smooth the way, and prevent a sudden, decided, indignant 
negative. God has to pardon in his servants a great deal of 
such feeling as attributes human qualities and dispositions 
to him. 

For the sake of " fifty," or of " ten righteous," the Lord 
Would have spared Sodom. What value, then, he must set 
on the few righteous in the earth ! ** For ten's sake ; " one 
perhaps in a thousand, or possibly in several thousands. 
For such a proportion of holy fear, love, prayer, and prac- 
tical purity, he would have spared Sodom. Such a ten 
would have been barely tolerated in the place — ^would have 
been scorned and wronged. Yet for their sake the wicked 
thousands would for a while longer have enjoyed the light of 
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the sun, and the fertility of the plain. But eyen had there 
been the ten, what a melancholy spectacle I The mass and 
multitude not fit to liye even on earth, and only ten fit to 
be transferred to heayen! What a distribution in the 
assignment to the infernal and to the celestial world ! And 
how deplorable to find the populousness of the earth giving 
a calculation of the comparatiye solitude of heaven ! 

Abraham was come to the last permitted term in the 
gradation of his pleading. Perhaps he felt an intimation 
from the awful Being that he must stop here. But even if 
not, a good man will feel that he must not pray in total 
contravention to the divine justice. He dare not seek 
wholly to avert from exercise one grand attribute of the 
Qt)vemor of the world. " A God all mercy is a GK)d 
unjust ; " under such a Governor the human race would go 
to the very last possibility of wickedness. Abraham wa^ 
to conclude here, and wait the event. And we may observe, 
what a perfect certainty he felt that there could not be ten, 
and the Judge not discern them every one. 

" Abraham returned to his place," and it was now the 
afternoon. The people of Sodom little knew what a con- 
versation they had been the subject of. The vain and wicked 
little know, or think, or care, what fear the devout and right-* 
"n»^u8 may be entertaining for them, or what intercessory 
su3?)j?^*^^^^ they may be making — and if they did know, 
jjj^^^^Jsthem would but scorn such fears- and prayers. 

One riff&S^^^ ^^^ dwelt in Sodom. We never think hia 
conduct wist ^ ^^^^ thither. It had one afliictive con- 
sequence naf ®^^' *^* ®^^® branches of his family were 
involved 'in t^^ destruction. Yet there was an overruling 
Providence in *^® ^^*®®* '^^^^ ^^ ^ ^® ^ Sodom some- 
thinff that wa? ^ ^® saved in the hour of vengeance, to 
mark in a siffnrf^ manner the contrast ; to show how inflallibly 
the righteous QP^®"^^^ distinguishes ;— -and what value he 
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sets on the fidelity that will not conform to the surrounding 
wickedness. He would have there " a pearl of great price," 
to be selected out when the mighty mass should sink into a 
gulf.. 

Lot was sitting in the gate of the city, in the evening ; 
on purpose, it is presumed, to receive any respectable 
stranger, who would else be cast away among wicked bar* 
barians. It is not improbable the evening was serene and 
beautiful. We can imagine the setting sun for the last 
time, throwing a mild and softened radiance on the cities 
and across the plain; and numbers of the people gaily 
sporting in so gentle a light and air ; and no warning by 
ominous signs and elemental disorder. Nature keeps the 
secret of her great Governor. If conscience will not alarm 
the sinners, nothing else shalL But what was there latent 
in that soflb tranquillity? There was there the hovering 
power of divine justice— the spirit of retribution, just 
growing to the intensity to reveal itself in resistless flame. 

Two strangers arrived at the gate, carelessly regarded, 
except by Lot, who " entertained angels unawares." There 
was no indication who they were, or why they came : there 
was nothing in their appearance to intimidate, — ^nothing to 
repress a profligate insolence. Some of the people saw 
them, but knew not what they saw. No mysterious and 
apprehensive sentiment was infused by their coming. All 
was as usual in Sodom, thus far; and even Lot knew of 
nothing that was to follow. 

But the commencement of the tragedy was at hand. The 
first movement was the tumult before Lot's house; — ^the 
assault actuated by the vilest wickedness. Observe, when 
nations or individuals are ready for ruin they generally are 
prompt to provoke it, to do that one thing more, which is 
aU that remains wanting. When the train comes to the 
point, that there is but one more, they are ready for that 
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also. The last sin of a wicked career seems to have in it a 
peculiar awfulness. The dreadful effect of all the pre- 
ceding seemed suspended ; it even seemed as if that effect 
might be averted if the completing sin were not added ; if 
the sinner could have stopped short of tluU ! The former 
sins seemed as it were to wait, to throw all their deadly 
efficacy into the last, to be there converged in destruction. 
The concluding sin comes immediately to the dread con- 
sequence ; it is the one that breaks through into eternity, 
with all the past sins rushing after it! And, again it 
belongs to hardened sin, not to be aware of its own atrocity 
and danger. These men of Sodom, on the last evening of 
their lives, challenged the angels of the Lord to battle! 
" Unawares " they assaulted mighty celestial spirits ; as 
*^ unawares " Lot had entertained them. It is but a just 
judgment on persisting, hardened iniquity, that it should be 
permitted at last to do things of which it is not apprised of 
the aggravation and the peril. 

Lot went out to appease the vicious and furious assailants 
with an offer which he had no right to make (to expose to 
them his daughters) ; it showed indeed how sacred he held 
the rights of hospitality ; but ail duties are consistent and 
compatible. Bather than do one great evil to prevent 
another, a good man must commit the event to all-powerful 
Providence. But the matter was to be decided after another 
manner. " The two men " drew Lot safely into the house, 
and smote the people with blindness. Lot would be 
exceedingly surprised at this ; perhaps now for the first 
time he began to perceive they were something more than 
they appeared. Whether it was a total blindness we can- 
not know ; more likely, perhaps, a bewildered baffling affec- 
tion of their sight. However it did not repress the courage 
and fierceness of wickedness. ^' Small and great " persisted 
in aiming at the door. If " small " mean youth^ it may 
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warrant us to observe, tbat wicked education rery rarely fieuls 
to be successful. 

The house and fiunilj were quite secure ; but the two 
yisitants were not come to take or giye repose. Thej 
declared their commission and purpose ; and that one thing 
only was first to be done ; Lot must go to his sons-in-law 
(and their families), and warn them instantly to quit the 
city. He did so in vain! No wonder the sons-in-law 
should despise his warning ; but their wives, his daughters, 
were of the same mind. They by this time, probably, had 
lost his God ; and therefore he must lose them. It would 
be with a sad adieu that he left the house of each. Ho 
returned to receive the peremptory command to take hit 
own fiEunily and instantly be gone. The angels had calmly 
waited while he had gone to do his part ; now they were to 
do theirs. The morning was beginning to appear. 

" He lingered ;" whether from some degree of unbelief ; 
or from being confrised and stupified with amazement and 
horror. But there was calmness and decision there, though 
he had none. The angels laid hold on the hands of Lot 
and his family, *^ The Lord being merciful unto him." Such 
a situation displays the contrast between the '* immortals" 
and the feeble spirits clothed in flesh ; — on the part of the 
former the serenity, — ^the entireness of determination, — ^the 
fulness of might and will for the most tremendous agency, — 
and yet the indulgent kindness. The angels led them out 
of the devoted city. '^ Escape for thy life ; look not behind 
thee ; flee to the mountain, neither tarry thou in all the 
plain." All this might well be named visible providence. 
It was the protection of the Almighty, and the guardian 
cares of his angels displayed in exercise, — ^in the visible 
personal agency of these powerful spirits. But, though 
there be now no such palpable manifestations, how often 
may there be in a good man's life, interpositions as critical. 



Digitized 



by Google 



112 HHB DSSTBUOTIOir 01> 

and cares no less patient and kind, if the agency were made 
Tisible in anj one of many conjunctureEU And then for his 
Boul there is a series of agency of a still far nobler kind ! 
A greater Spirit is employed there ! 

Lot was departing ; and it is strange he should not have 
been willing to remove as fiar as possible &om such a scene 
as this devoted place was going to be. But he ventured to 
entreat he might make his asylum in Zoar, implying in the 
petition that it might for that purpose be spared. This 
does look like weakness actually becoming presumption, but 
the wonderfully indulgent reply was, " See, I have accepted 
thee in this thing also ;" and with the addition, '^ I cannot 
do any thing till thou be come thither." But the command 
to hasten forward is finally repeated with a most peremptory 
urgency. It was but for his sake, it had been signified, 
that the catastrophe was delayed; and not for his sake 
would it be delayed long. The divine vengeance was sus- 
pended a little while for the piety and the necessity of a 
£Ei.voured mortal; but it was not to be suspended for his 
trifling or unbeliefl The last moments of Sodom were 
measuring out by the steps of the fugitives across the plain. 
During these moments and this flight, the thoughts of Lot 
would work in unspeakable amazement. Only a few short 
hours before, he was sitting at the gate and two men 
approached, who were invited into his house ; — an outrage 
was committed, and then they were angels ! A few minutes 
more, and he was commanded away, with the declaration of 
a direful immediate doom impendmg over all the region. 
The last impression of their visages, their hands, and their 
voices, was still on his senses ; and he was now impelled on 
by the dreadful apprehension of hearing or seeing some . 
tremendous sign of commencing destruction. 

It is quite possible, that in such amazement of spirit he 
might not even be sensible of the fate of his wife, till he 
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found ber wanting at the entrance of Zoar ; especially as he 
did not look back, and she was in the disposition rather to 
fall behind his steps than to advance before or beside him. 
Por we cannot doubt, that it was her mind that looked 
back, as well as her eyes. Though very possibly, the mere 
literal disobedience to the injunction would have been fatal. 
But to lose her so, perhaps much more than midway to the 
place of refuge, was most mournful. What an admonition 
to the relatives of a pious person, to go the whole way with 
him to the eternal refuge ! 

The reduced family entered Zoar and the sun had risen 
on the earth. But the two men who had come to Sodom 
were lefb there to await this destined moment ; to witness, 
in inaction and contemplation how a wicked multitude 
began a day of which they were not to see the evening. 
But could nothing beguile or tempt them away, before the 
moment for action should arrive ! And will nothing be 
done to send them away? One word from their great 
Master, and they would have fled like the shades of the 
night I And shall not one word be sent up to him to 
implore it ? Not one word for this, after the cry of their 
wickedness had so long ascended to heaven? He 
" repented" over Nineveh when it listened to the warning 
voice. But here all was over ! And " the Lord rained fire 
and brimstone ;'* and " an horrible tempest I" 

What was the precise manner of this fearful catastrophe 
is beyond our conjecture. From the consequence, as 
remaining to this hour, it would seem that an earthquake 
either accompanied or followed ; but " the fire from heaven" 
is decidedly indicated as the grand chief agent of the 
destruction. What descent of fire, however, and how such 
an effect on the earth, none can tell. But we repel that 
philosophizing spirit, as it would be called, which insists on 
resolving all the extraordinary phenomena, recorded in the 

TOL. I. I 
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Old Testament into the effect of merely natural causes as 
thej are called. Nothing can be more contemptible than 
such presumption of philosophy ; just as if the order of 
nature had been constituted bj some other and greater 
Being, and entrusted to the Almighty to be administered, 
under an obligation, never to suspend for a moment, the 
fixed laws ! Just as if it could not consist with infinite 
Wisdom to order a system so that in particular cases a 
greater advantage should arise from a momentary deviation 
than from an invariable procedure ! 

The people of Sodom had no time for speculations ; there 
was but just time for terror, and conscience, and despair ! 
The images of that hour of destruction we leave to con* 
templative thought. And only add in conclusion, — ^that our 
Lord says, there is a still greater guilt, and a more awful 
destruction, even than theirs! They will see greater 
criminals than themselves at the last day ; and from lands 
where the fire of heaven did not fall ! The man that lives 
and dies rejecting him had better have been exposed to the 
rain of fire and brimstone, and gone down in the horrid gulf 
of the Vale of Siddim ! 

Juneldth, 1822. 
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TiTTJS ii. 6. 
" Yowng men liJceunse exhort to he sober-minded.** 

It is plain that the exhortation was meant expressly for 
young men, but when we take the precept in the most 
general sense which the word in our version (" sober- 
minded ") allows, — ^it may be presumed that young persons 
of the other sex will consider themselves as quite within the 
scope of such counsel. "We would, therefore, address the 
exhortation to young persons generally. 

But, — "sober-minded!" — methinks this, at the first sound, 
is likely to be one of the least pleasing words in the whole 
language, to many young persons. To them it will seem as 
if such a word could come only from old, time-worn people, 
whose feelings are dried up into a kind of cold, stiffened 
prudence, which they wish to have reputed as wisdom ; per- 
sons who, having suffered the extinction of all vivacity in 
themselves, envy the young for possessing what they have 
lost. 

The word may have suggested ideas of something heavy, 
spiritless, formal, and calculating ; almost mechanical in all 
pursuits and interests ; the image of a person narrow in his 
notions, plodding in his operations, placed wholly out of 
sympathy with every thing partaking of ardour, sensibility, 
adventure, or enthusiasm ; and at the same time taking to 
himself great merit for all this. (Just such a one I have 
before my mind. — ^Mr. K. "Nonsense, your mental energy!") 

I 2 
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Are Buch the ideas that the word " sober-minded " has con- 
veyed to any of the young per9ons present ? What then 
do you think of him that wrote this injunction, namely St. 
Paul P Was he such a sample of human character ? (A 
few brief touches of his description.) We may then be 
perfectly sure that St. Paul's " sober-minded young men " 
were not to be examples of a sapient formality, of a creep- 
ing prudence, of extinguished passions, of a cold aversion to 
animated interests ; — in short, not examples of the negation 
of any thing that is really graceful and excellent in youth. 

We will therefore presume that a few admonitory obser- 
vations on such a topic will not be unacceptable to young 
persons. We should attempt to show, what is the right 
notion of ** sober-mindedness ;" — then apply its principles 
or rules to some of the circumstances of youth ; — ^and last, 
suggest a few considerations for the enforcement of that 
application. 

What is it that may properly be called " sober-minded- 
ness ?" This is to ask, in other words. What is it that we 
are all charging the want of upon our fellow mortals, while 
we are all, on all hands, censuring, reproaching, or ridicul- 
ing them, for folly, absurdity, extravagance, for running 
into all extremes, for being the sport of fancies, tempers, 
and passions? — Is there any justice in these invectives, 
which almost every one is uttering every day ? And what 
is all this the contrary to P we answer, "Sober-mindedness." 
But what is the principle and the cause of the difference ? 
What is it that would reduce men from all this to sober- 
mindedness ? Plainly, the effectual predominance of sound 
reason. That then is the general description of sober- 
mindedness, — ^that there be in habitual exercise a just 
judgment of things, and that this judgment be in real 
effective authority. 

But a little more particularly. There cannot be the 
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required state of mind, unless there be some great master 
principles, decidedly fixed in the very habit of thinking and 
feeling — principles applicable to almost all things in our 
interests and practice— principles so general that many 
special ones will grow out of them for particular application. 
So that, whether in youth, or any other age, the mait shall 
be, so to speak, a determined and prepared being, — ^haa 
certain positive principles combined of judgment and con* 
science, which are to keep him to a certain state and 
character, under all circumstances. 

We need not attempt to specify many of these principles. 
One is, — that in all things and at all events, God is to be 
obeyed. Another, — that there is the essential distinction 
of holiness and sin in all conduct, both within the mind, 
and in external action, and that sin is absolutely a dreadful 
evil. Another, — ^that that cannot be right long in which 
there is no self-denial. Another, — that must not be done 
which must be repented of. Another, — ^the future should 
predominate over the present. 

Such things, we said, must be established firmly and 
operatively in the mind. But then how can this be without 
much and frequent exercise of serious thought ? Do such 
principles grow and establish themselves spontaneously? 
Alas! let any young person look into his own mind and 
see! "Without much of serious thought, therefore, there 
cannot be " sober-mindedness." And therefore, again, there 
cannot be this required state of mind, if principles are 
admitted, or practical determinations adopted, from mere 
impressions of fancy and feeling, perhaps from some casual 
situation into which a person is thrown ; perhaps from the 
pleasing impression made by some new acquaintance, or a 
friend, while no account is taken of the whole comprehen- 
sive view of the matter; nay, perhaps, the judgment actually 
withheld from attempting this. Thus we can imagine a 
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protestant falling into communication with a man like 
Fenelon — charmed with such piety and intelligence — 
carried hj this feeling back into the popish church; — ^no 
comprehensive view taken of the real character and opera- 
tions of that church; — no account taken of its essential 
connexion with secularity and ambition, — of its general 
hostility to true religion, — of the prevailing worthlessness 
of its priesthood,— of its wicked assumptions, maxims, and 
impostures, of its infernal persecutions;^ — and of all this 
being the natural result of its very constitution. 

Again, no principles can suffice for the true " sober- 
mindedness" in young persons or any others, unless as 
consciously held as under the sanction and as having the 
authority of the Supreme Power. Even supposing them 
intrinsically right, what will that — ^merely that — avail, — 
amidst the c6mmotion of the passions, the beguilements of 
immediate interest, the endless besetment of temptations P 
Man is not a being to be governed by principles, detached 
from an over-awing power. Set them in the best array that 
you can in his mind, to fight the evil powers within, and 
from without, — ^but refuse them weapons from the armoury 
of heaven ; — ^let no lightning of the divine eye, no thunder 
of the Divine voice, come in testimony and in aid of their 
operation — ^and how soon they will be overwhelmed and 
trampled down ! (Like the Israelites when deserted of God 
in their battles, the very ark of God surrendered to the 
pagans.) Always, therefore, it is the earnest solicitude and 
endeavour of wise men, that the good principles in their 
minds may be in full communication with the Almighty* 
Without this fortification and power of the principles, there 
cannot be that constancy, and composed firmness, which are 
the essence of sober-mindedness. For the term must imply 
a steady tenor of feeling and proceeding, not fluctuating, 
confused, alternating. And it implies a calm independence - 
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of spirit and conduct, not at the mercy of the winds and 
circmnstances,-^the opinions and wills, — of the surrounding 
world ; which holds one certain plan and aim, right onward 
through all the causes of interference and perrersion. But 
how can this be but bj the vital connection of our goyenung 
principles with the unchangeable Spirit ? We must feel in 
them that His finger is upon us who is ^* the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever." 

Again, there cannot be a high degree of that well-ordered 
state, '' sober-mindedness," without the person's forming a 
sound judgment of his own mind. Because that state 
implies a strong regulation and government, and how can 
that be exercised without much insight into the mind that 
is to be governed? If there be an insensibility to the 
general corruption of the soul, throughout its very nature, 
how little to the purpose will any .scheme of self-govern- 
ment be ! 

And then there are the special and peculiar circumstances 
and tendencies; the particular weaknesses or wrong pro- 
pensities; the liability to some one evil in a strong and 
dangerous degree. "Without an attentive and deep cogni- 
zance of things so important, the person enjoined to maintain 
sober-mindedness will not at all know what he has to do ; 
not know against what he has to maintain it. As if a man 
should undertake to legislate and govern in a countiy, in 
ignorance of the quality of the people ; should take it as an 
easy, straightforward concern, with a community of well 
disposed beings ; not know that they were partly pagans, 
partly Mahomedans, and the Christians not much better I 

We may add a most self-evident thing ; that it is of the 
essence of sober-mindedness to maintain a systematic strong 
restraint on the passions, fancy, tempers, appetites. And 
this was probably the ipost direct object of the apostle's 
exhortation to young men. In these respects, it is the 
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yerj first point of sober-mindedness for youth to be awaro 
how perilous their condition is. They are pleased that they 
are in this animated season ; but it were very strange, if 
they should not sometimes reflect on its circumstances with 
a degree of alarm. It would be a fine position, doubtless, for 
a man to stand on a spot where there was a powerful action 
of all the elements almost close around him ; — the earth he 
stood on blooming with flowers — water thrown in impetuous 
falls and torrents on the one side — some superb Are near 
at hand on the other — ^and the winds whirling as if to 
exasperate them both ; but he would need look carefully to 
his movements, especially if informed that others carelessly 
standing there had been whirled into destruction ; or if he 
saw the fact. 

Let young persons observe what is actually becomi|ig of 
those who surrender themselves to their passions and wild 
propensities. What numbers ! Then, in themselves, ob- 
serve seriously whither these inward traitors and tempters 
really tend ; and then think whether soberness of mind be 
not a pearl of great price, and whether there can be any 
such thing without a systematic self-government, 

" Whither things tendy' we were just now saying ; for it 
is an essential principle of sober-mindedness to judge of 
things viewed in their conseqtienceg. Every thing tends and 
leads to something else, which latter thing is caused, or at 
least aflected, by the preceding. Our whole progressive 
existence is drawn out, so to speak, upon this succession of 
consequences. The consequence foreseen will determine, op 
help to determine, the quality of the thing present. The 
consequences (in the matters of human spirit and conduct) 
can be foreseen. They are both natural, and divinely 
declared. In the view of a thoughtful mind, the series 
stretches away into remote prospect. How far does it 
stretch on ? though all life, to death, to judgment, into 
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eternity! The madness, then, of taking a thing just as 
what it is this hour, day, or even year ! This is a thought- 
less folly, not to be excused even in early youth. If youth 
have been but tolerably instructed in their education, they 
can understand enough to make it their own fault and their 
sin, to be insensible or unbelieving when consequences are 
pointed out to them. 

It is to young persons that all we have been representing 
is to be considered as especially addressed. Now, will the 
inculcation of sober-mindedness, in so many grave particu- 
lars, be deemed by them a hard and austere statement of 
their duty? Then, let them honestly consider which of 
these principles they can do without, and yet be safe and 
happy. Which of them may be safely spared and ne- 
glected? Can they do without a prevalence of sound 
reason in their minds ? Some settled, fixed, master-princi- 
ples to determine judgment, choice, and conduct ? Serious 
consideration, for fixing those principles and applying 
them? A care not to be misled and carried away by 
accidental impressions, occasional feelings and slight, partial 
views of a matter? A sense of the Almighty's sanction 
and authority in the principles that are to govern them ? 
An attentive observation of the condition of their own 
minds ? A habitual restraint on passions and propensities ? 
A consideration of the consequences of things? — These 
constitute soberness of mind. Now which of these can 
they safely do without? Let them consider which they 
would reject, and then consider what will follow. Shall it 
be, the solemn acknowledgment of the divine authority ? or, 
the necessity of established principles, thoughtfully adopted 
and firmly held ? or the necessity of a careful government 
of the passions ? or, the looking forward to consequences ? 
But, in truth, it is idle to talk of sparing or rejecting one. 
For no on© of these can be rejected without rejecting them 
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all. They will be all adopted by those joung persons wno 
are aware what important use tbej haye for them. 

Young persons of any hopefulness wiU of^n have serious 
thought about what is to be the main grand purpose of 
their life. They will be perfectly aware that there is for 
the. object of their existence, something greater, and higher, 
and ampler, than any mere pleasures of the youthful season; 
and then the particular pursuits in life to which they may 
be looking forward. Lnmense interests are exhibited be- 
fore them, as immortal natures. It is for them to consider, 
whether they will be consigned down just merely to this, 
to be gay and joyous creatures for a few years, and busy 
ones the rest ? Or, whether they shall early in life haye a 
greater purpose and concern, rising above the world, and 
extending beyond time. Now here is to be the application 
of those principles we were endeayouring to illustrate ; and 
without them we haye ample and deplorable manifestation 
what the notion and purpose of life in young persons 
will be. 

But again, this sober-mindedness is quite necessary for 
the subordinate schemes and pursuits of life. In the 
want of it, a young person may form schemes ill-adapted 
to his character, his qualifications, and abilities — or his 
circumstances. Por want of it, many haye rushed into 
wild ill-concerted projects, which haye ended disastrously, 
or frustrated the most laudable designs. What important, 
affair in life can that be, what pursuit, what business, that 
does not require, or will not be the better for, sound reason, 
solid principles, consideration of consequences, acknowledg- 
ment of the diyine will ? 

Companionship and friendly connexions are among the 
most fayourite interests of young persons. Sober-minded- 
nesa is eminently important here. Wisdom and goodness 
are probably not so superabundant throughout the youthful 
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tribe, that a young person may think he can be in no dan- 
ger. Let young persons consider, that they put themselyes, 
with respect to very important interests, at the command, 
in no small degree, of their associates. That is to say, they 
yield to the effect of sympathy and conformity. They will 
be rendered more favourably disposed to some things, and 
more averse to others. Now if it should be that what they 
Are rendered more averse to is, seriousness, piety, the 
service of God, seeking the good offered by the Eedeemer ! 
Let young persons confess to conscience, whether they 
never feel this effect. But that is purchasing the pleasure 
at a fearful cost ! And what is to prevent so disastrous a 
commerce but soberness of mind ! This would keep them 
clearly aware that the mere pleasure of iriendly association 
is a trifle as compared with the influence and effect. 

Soberness of mind, again, would be of high value to 
young people, as to the terms on which they shall stand 
with what is called the world. That is the denomination for 
a sort of system of maxims, customs, modes, and fashions. 
And it takes upon itself a high and tyrannic authority, 
if we may judge from the number of submissive slaves. 
Toung people appear early to recognize a kind of con- 
science, and religious reverence toward this authority. 
They miist do as the world does — dare not presume to be 
out of the mode — anxiously study the dictates and watch 
the movements of this " dread sovereign.^* If there were 
but half as much attention and submissive feeling toward 
the Lord of heaven and earth ! But, think of a person, 
young or old, revering this stupid idol, and disregarding 
Him ! Now the quality enjoined by the apostle would set 
a young person above this arrogated authority. He would 
perceive an infinite quantity of vanity, absurdity, and 
something still worse, in this domineering system, and 
assume a dignified independence. Not that such a young 
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person would exhibit himself in a laboured and ostentatious 
singularity. You well know there is a vast distance be- 
tween this, and a sedulous, obsequious, and puntilious 
conformity. The firmly sober-minded young person would, 
in numerous instances and considerable degrees, set at 
nought the prescriptions of the despot ; would act just as 
he thought proper ; and would haye his reason to assign ; 
"I really have something else to do with my time and 
thoughts, than to study and follow your caprices, modes, 
and vanities." So much for the situation of young persons 
in the world ; it is almost too obvious to be added, that for 
what concerns their preparation to go out of it, there is 
the utmost necessity for every thing implied in sober- 
mindedness. 

We conclude with a consideration or two for the en- 
forcement of the exhortation. 

And let it not be forgotten, that youth will soon be 
passed away. Nay there is even the wish, in its possessors, 
for the larger portion of it to haste away ! A most strik- 
ing illustration of the vanity of our state on earth ! "Well ! 
it rapidly runs on to the longed-for age of twenty. But 
then, it retains its impetus of motion, and runs beyond 
that point as fast as it ran thither. And with what magi- 
cal fieetness it passes away, till it loses its quality, and life 
is 1/outh no more ? But in the case of not a few young 
persons, their youth is appointed to be the whole of their 
life. Now supposing that in any particular instance, this 
were certain and known: in that instance, all opinions 
would agree as to the propriety and necessity of sober- 
mindedness : yes, the vainest, the giddiest, unless totally 
ignorant or unbeKeving of hereafter, say, " Yes, certainly 
he or she should be sober-minded." But now judge soberly 
whether the propriety is reversed by the circumstance o£ 
uncertainty; that a young person ma^ only have his youth 



Digitized 



by Google 



our S0BEB-Mrin)El)KE8S. 125 

for the whole of his life. When this may be the case, 
were it not infatuation to live as if it most certainlj would 
not ? But assuming that life will be prolonged into the 
more advanced stages, consider, that then a great change 
of feeling from that of youth, will certainlj take place. 
There will be an altered estimate of many things, and 
altered feeling ; a somewhat changed colour over the scene 
of life. Experience, disappointment, difficulty, will have 
begun their process. Now consider ; is it not a most un- 
gracious thing, that the altered state of feeling in more 
advanced life, should come just wholly as disappointment, 
as mortifying experience, as sober sense forced upon re- 
luctant folly ? Whereas, sober-mindedness in youth might 
have anticipated a great deal; might, through wisdom, 
have made the change much more smooth; might have 
caused it to be much less, and less mortifying, and made it 
less reproachftd in reflection on the sanguine delusion of 
early life. And be it observed here, that it is a bad sign 
in youth to be utterly heedless of the dictates of the ex- 
perience of persons more advanced in life. It is, indeed, 
quite impossible for youth to enter fully into the spirit of 
such experience. But to despise it, to fancy it proceeds 
entirely from disappointment, mortified feeling, morose- 
ness, or the mere coldness of age, augurs ill. And so these 
young persons themselves will think, when they, in their 
turn, come to inculcate the lessons of their more aged 
experience. 

We would enforce one more consideration ; namely, that 
things will have their consequences. K there be a vain, 
giddy, thougjitless, ill-improved youth, the effects of it will 
infallibly come in after life. If there be a neglected under* 
standing, a conscience feebly and rudely constituted, good 
principles but slightly fixed or even i^prehended, a habitual 
levity of spirit, a chase of firivolities, a surrender to the 
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passions; the natural consequences of these will follow. 
And what will they be, when a man is adyanced into the 
field of important and difficult duties ? when he shall find 
himself be required to be a counsellor of youth ? when he 
shall be put upon strong trials of both his judgment and 
conscience ? when he shall haye to sustain afflictions ? when 
adyancing age shall force him to see that he shall ere long 
haye to leaye life itself behind ? Sometimes, happily, eyen 
in the adyanced life of such a person, the power of religion, 
the conyerting Spirit of Christ comes on him, and in a par- 
tial measure suspends and reyerses these natural conse« 
quences of his unhappy youth. But then his bitterest regret 
is, that it was through such a youth that he adyanced 
jnto life. 

We add but one consideration more, which we could wish 
to press on young minds with peculiar force. They loye 
cheerfulness, spiritedness, yiyacity ; and they are right. But 
then! on the supposition of life being prolonged, would 
they be content to expend away the greatest portion of this 
animation in the beginning of life ? "Would they drink out 
the precious wine of life in the morning, and leaye but the 
dregs for the eyening of life's day ? If there be any possible 
way of throwing a large portion of this yital element, this 
animation, into the latter, the latest part of life, were 
not that the highest wisdom? Will there be young per- 
sons ready to answer gaily and carelessly to this, " Neyer 
fear ! doubtless there will be spirit and animation enough 
for the whole length of life, how much soeyer we riot now." 
We answer them, " Look whether the fact be so. You 
know many persons far adyanced in age. As to some of 
them, you happen to know, that in their youth, they were 
gay and yiyacious in a high degree; their spirits blazed 
away in mirth and amusement ; they expended their yiyacity 
without limit or care. * Neyer fear,' they said. They haye 
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passed tbrougli many stages since ; but, very naturally, have 
never applied themselves in earnest to their highest con-» 
cems ; they have done their best to keep up their spirits as 
a substitute for that. But how do you behold them now ? 
It is true there are instances of great natural animal spirits, 
where a considerable measure remains even in a late period 
of an ill-improved life. When it is merely this, however, 
you feel little complacency in seeing it ; when you are a 
little reflective, you revolt from sympathy. But how often 
you see in the old persons who spent so gay a youth, an 
extinction of all the fire I Sometimes they try to brighten 
up for a moment ; but they betray an exhaustion and deser- 
tion. They are sensible that life is nearly gone by. But 
its close they cannot bear to think of, no more than when 
they were young ; but have no longer the youthful means of 
driving away the thought. They are sometimes pensively 
gloomy; often peevishly and morosely so. Oh! had they 
but in early life consecrated the animation of their spirits, 
by giving a larger share of it to God, to reserve it for them ! 
Had they often tempered and repressed the vivacity of 
their hearts by solemn thoughts of hereafter, by a vigorous 
application to wisdom! they might have been fired with 
spirit and animation now, which not the approach of death 
could chill or quench ! nay, would have burnt the brighter 
in that formidable atmosphere! Look at this delightful 
animation in the end of life! Happily there are such 
examples. Some signal instance wiihin these walls may occwr 
to your thoughts,* Very advanced life, as full of spirit, and 
animated sentiment, and ardour, and indefatigable activity, 

* Persons to whom an explanation of this allusion may be necessary, 
will find in the following extract, a few touches, that seemed wanting to 
finish a likeness drawn by a master-hand,* of one whose claims on the veno- 

• Hall's Works, Vol. i. p. 369, 
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as ever that person's youth oould have been, and beugioii 
the life of it all! 

But to attain this in age, we repeat, the spirit must be 

ration, gratitude, and love of his nearest connexions, no words can adequate! j 
express, and no length of time obliterate fh>m their memories. 

" Db. Rtlakd was a man highly and honourably distinguished, during a 
long period of time, within a sphere which, though it may be denominated 
local or provindal, was of considerable compass. He was employed in a 
diversity of concerns in the religious department, was of great activity, and 
maintained a very extensive acquaintance and correspondence. He was 
uniformly, during more than half a century, conspicuous in the most 
genuine zeal to serve the cause of religion ; a zeal remarkably clear of 
every thing like egotism and display ; and so ftee from the acrid taint of 
bigotry, that he commanded the respect, and a still kinder feeling, of 
persons of all sects and denominations. His benevolence, in whatever 
mode he could exert it, was promptly and most unostentatiously mani- 
fested on all occasions.' His indefatigable assiduity in the improvement of 
his time, was such as often made some of his friends ashamed, by the 
comparison they were fbrced to make between him and themselves. In 
his manner of preaching, there was a strong and marked peculiarity. In 
the construction of his sermons, the scheme was cast, not so much in an 
order to carry the topic through in an agreeable course of illustration, of 
uniform tenor and bearing, as in a form to throw the force into prominent 
points, exhibiting strongly the specialities of the subject; sometimes 
enforcing it by striking contrasts or parallels, sometimes by remarkable 
facts from scripture history, or the natural world, sometimes by unexpected 
applications ; but all these pertinent to the topic or the text, and free from 
anjrthing of petty artifice or affectation; always with the most perfect 
simplicity of feeling and purpose; for no preaching could bear more 
palpable evidence than his, of serious, direct, simple intentness on the 
subject, and desire to make it useful to the hearera These striking 
prominences of his illustration, he would often enforce with a vividness of 
ideas and expression, and with an energy of feeling and manner, which was 
animated sometimes into the utmost vehemence. Some disadvantages of 
voice, or little uncouthness of manner, were nearly lost to the perception of 
those who habitually or frequently heard him, ia the perfect demonstration 
which they invariably felt of his genuine and earnest piety and zeal. He 
excelled very many deservedly esteemed preachers, in variety of topics 
and ideas. To the end of his life he was a great reader, and very far fit>m 
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tempered and consecrated in youth. And that wise and 
happy youth may answer the thoughtless, volatile, gay ones, 
when they ask, " Why do you thus restrain and repress 

being confined to one order of subjects ; taking little less interest in works 
descriptive of the different regions and inhabitants of the world, and in 
works on natural history, than in Jewish antiquities, and the other parts of 
knowledge directly related to theologj. And he would often tnely avail 
himself of these resources for diversifying and illustnting the subjecti of 
his sermons ; an advantage and a practice which we have often been sony 
to see ministeiB decline, when the well-judged use of their various reading 
afibrds so obvious a resource for avoiding the monotony in sermons so often 
complamed of by the hearers. 

^ Dr. Ryland's early and long addiction to what is called the American 
school of theology, and to Jonathan Edwards as its great master, imparted 
a character to his doctrinal views, which was perceptible to the last. But 
we have understood, and deem it a remarkable and honourable fiiet^ that, 
as he advanced into old age, he became less tenacious of any extra 
peculiarity of system, displayed a more free and varied action of mind, and 
was more practical and impresdve. It may be added, that his language, 
formed indeed in the theological mould of phraseology, and making no 
pretension to elegance or polish, was perspicuous and precise in the 
expression of his thoughts. 

'' All our readers, no doubt, will recollect the eloquent delineation and 
eulogy exhibited in Mr. Hall's funeral sermon for Dr. Ryland. Very just 
in the main, it has been thought liable to correction in one particular. 
The description of Dr. Byland's passive meekness, his want of all power of 
re-addon and contest, is such as to give almost the impression, that he was 
helplessly and without remedy at the mercy of any who could be hard- 
hearted enough to assail or trample on him. It is true, that he had a 
painful sendtiveness to opposition, and an extreme horror of harsh, 
unsparing conflict; and would, before a bold opponent, shrink and be 
subdued into silence. But, for this weakness, he was by no means 
destitute of a compensation, — a compensation in his own competence, 
independently of that forbearance which the knowledge of his amiable 
character, and of this weakness in it, obtained for him from aU persons of 
kind and considerate temper. He had, for one thing, great tenacity both 
of opinion and purpose. And for another, he had a great power of per- 
suanon in communicatmg, in a quiet, amicable, and somewhat confidential 
manner, with individuals ; so that he could do much to disarm, one by 
VOL. I. K 
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your lively spirit with grave thoughts and hard exercises ? " 
he may answer, " Because I hope to have vivacity at a period 
of life (if I reach it) when I fear you will be oppressed with 
gloom." 

June 27th, 1822. 

one, a number of persons who might otherwise have been disposed to join 
in opposition to him. He had, also, a yerj great fiicilitj in writing, and 
could by letters give efibct to opinions and arguments, with persons with 
whom he might not have had spirit and nenre enough to maintain them in 
stout personal encounter. In consequence, he not seldom earned his 
point, when it might have seemed that he could not do otherwise than 
surrender it. And this proceeding was not to be d^iominated artful, in 
any culpable sense ; for no man could be more upright in his intentions, or 
more rincere in the aiguments and pleadings by which he endeavoured to 
g^ve them effect." — Vide Mr. Foster's ^Contributions, Biographical^ 
Literary, and Philosophical to the Eclectic Review,*' Vol I, pp. 519—521. 
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lalsb obouitds of supebiobitt ik holiness. 

Isaiah Ixy. 5. 

Which sayy Stand by thyself^ come not near to me : 
for lam holier than thou, 

Wb are all perfectly well acquamted with the principle, 
that self-love is the first law of nature, — ^acquainted with it 
as a maxim ; but abo as a matter of experimental feeling ; 
no one ever waited to be taught it as a point of mond 
truth. 

It would be a task requiring verj great labour and dis- 
crimination to determine the just extent of this principle ; 
to determine, that is to say, how iar, and on what conditions, 
consistently with eternal rectitude, the one human being 
may prefer himself, and his own interests, to every and all 
of his fellow creatures and their interests. In some manner 
and degree he inevitably must do so. His own being is his 
only being, and therefore all the interest of existence must 
centre there. In the midst of an universe of beings, it is 
still himself i^t is the most interesting object to himself. 

But then ther^ immediately meets him the solemn law, 
from the Author of his being, the Perfection and the Judge 
of all righteousness, — " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself." This cannot be intended in the absolutely and 
rigorously literal sense ; but it must be dictated in a mean- 
ing which presses severely, all round, on the sphere of 
exclusive self-love ; so severely, as to compress and crush 
that affection into a grievous narrowness of space ; unless 

e2 
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it; can escape into liberty and action some other way, — ^in 
some modified quality. There is a way in which it can 
expand and indulge itself without violating the solemn law 
imposed, namely, that self-love, or self-interest, should be 
exalted to such a temper, that its gratification, its gratifica- 
tion of fto^Z^— should actually very much consist in promot- 
ing the welfare of others. This is benevolence, or charity ; 
and perfect benevolence would so combine, as almost to 
identify, the interest a man would feel concerning his own 
good, with that which he would feel concerning the good of 
others. And thus self-love, though vitally centering in self, 
would be continually going out in beneficent exercise on 
the happiness of others. Yes, as sdf-love, — ^maintaining 
still that nature, it would be going out in this exercise. 
Self-love and social becoming thus in a very great degree 
the same, the great law would be fulfilled without repressing 
and crushing self-love in order to fulfil it. This is a com- 
bining, uniting spirit, which makes it tMf happiness that 
they should be happy. But, look on mankind, and see 
whether the self-interest, the self-love, is not general^ a 
dissociating and hostile principle, which is intent on my 
good as dissevered from theirs, and often in contrast to 
theirs, and at the expense of it. 

We come, by our text, to observe, that the hostile qui^ity 
of self-love is eminently conspicuous in men's selfestimeftian, 
as on comparison with other men. The very pleasure of 
self-estimation consists generally, in what ? not in the sense 
of being conformed to a certain rule and standard, but of 
being (in assumption) superior to certain other p^'sons, 
invidiously brought into contrast ; insomuch, that, could it 
be that they should suddenly rise to an equality or superi- 
ority, it would cause a feeling- of mortification as to myee^, 
and bitterness against them. Think how often men are 
pleased the most wit^ the faults of those with whom tkey 
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compare tbemselTes. Those are the delectable points which 
the eager glance fixes upon 1 Those are the flowers where 
the honey is found ! and what pleasure to detect new ones 
during the comparison ! and what a disposition to detract 
from the undeniable better properties in them, — ^that our 
own may appear the brighter ! "What jealousy, mortification, 
and even hatred, when evident superiority, in worthiness op 
abilities, may happen to come into comparison! In alL 
manner of departments and professions you see the preva- 
lence of this hostile, malevolent self-estimation. 

Even in the advantage of personal appearance, with what 
internal exultation the acknowledged or self-reputed beauty 
looks on objects less favoured by the casualty of nature ; 
(does not, however, say in the words of the text, " Come not 
necfr me " — ^rather, " come," for the sake of contrast ! Even 
in such a thing as the raiment and adorning of the body. 
In every accomplishment, attainment, talent, art, profession. 
In property, and all that is denominated the favours of 
fortune. On the strength of such things what millions of 
proud emotions there are every day in the hearts of human 
<ireatures ! This is the kind sympathetic fraternity of our 
depraved race! And in the greatest number of the 
instances, the point of complacency is, that the good which 
I possess (or think I do), my fellow mortals do not ; (those 
of them that I am comparing myself with). I feel not, 
perhaps, a pleasure that simply and abstractedly they do not 
possess the good in question ; but a pleasure that they are 
put helow me in not possessing it ; so that it would be a 
grievance to me that they should possess it, since they then 
would not be below me ; the gratification of my pride being 
a thing far dearer to me than thei/r happiness. So intensely 
base in principle is this pride ! 

But, it may also be mistaken and self-deluded in its pre- 
sumption, as to the^^ of suueriority. In many instances, 
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the man who is elated in this pride of superiority may 
really not possess that which he assumes as his just ground 
for pride. And in the most important case of all, the very 
pride itself is a^ro^that he does not possess the supposed 
good ; that is, in the case of the pride of " holiness," the 
pride of religious virtue, if we may so express it. The 
language and spirit of the text expose a man as a stranger 
to true holiness, whatever may be the comparative state 
between him and the person to whom he thus speaks ; and 
on whatever he may found his arroganjb pretensions. 

But to think, how a man's ruling vice may befool him 
to make an ostentation of himself in a certain character 
which the very ostentation itself is the proof that he does 
not possess! The person addressed in such spirit and 
terms — " I am holier than thou," might have replied, *' That 
might easily be ; I do not wish to make comparisons, but 
this manner of announcing the fact appears to me a bad 
sign. Because, holiness implies much communication with 
Gh>d, and I have always understood that that tended to abase 
and humble a man in his own esteem." He might have 
replied again, — ^^ What, then, is it a cause of pleasure to 
you that I should be less holy than yourself P Is holiness 
something else than goodness? or does goodness exclude 
benevolence ? Would you rather have cause to condemn 
me than approve ? to despise me than love and respect P " 
And again — ^^ * Stand off,' you say ; why, I should have 
thought ^t a holy temper of the soul would rather have 
wished to invite and attract, in order to assimilate; in 
order to exert a benign and purifying influence. That 
was the spirit of the most illustrious saints, and wHl be 
of their Lord, when he shall be revealed on the earth. Is 
it, then, the aim and use of your holiness to make 
a kind of Gt)d of yourself, for me to stand in awe of, 
rather than to draw me with you to adore the true God ? 
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Do you want to divide the honour with the Supreme Holi* 
ness P If you were an angel the case would not be bo. Io 
not holiness a resemblance, as far as it exists, to God ? But 
he does not say to me, ' Stand at a distance, come not near 
tome/" 

The disposition to arrogate the dignity of holiness, — ^in 
other words, of religious worth and excellence, has never 
become extinct among men, nor the quite consistent dispo- 
sition to turn it to the use of pride. "We may specify a few 
of the many grounds of pretension, on which this assump* 
tion of holiness sustains itself, and takes authority for its 
pride of comparison with other men. 

In some instances, an assumption of superior holiness has 
been made upon the ground of belonging to a certain 
division, or class, of mankind ; a class having its distinction 
in the circumstance of descent and nativity, or, in some 
artificial constitution of society. Thus the ancient Jews, — 
in virtue merely of being Jews. Imagine the worst Jew 
comparing himself with Aristides, Phocion, or Socrates. 
The Brahmins, in virtue of a pretended pre-eminently holy 
descent; and emanation from the head of their creating 
god. In popish countries, the numerous ecclesiastical class. 
Something of this even in protestant England, within a 
period not altogether gone beyond remembrance. (Eemark- 
able conversation related by an old friend.) In these 
instances there has been an assumption of holiness inde- 
pendently of individual personal character. Now, think of 
such things as are here recounted ! What an infamy to per- 
verted human reason, that any thing which might leave the 
individual evidently had^ in heart and li&, could yet be 
taken as conttitutimg him the reverse of bad, that is, holy I 
An absurdity parallel to transubstantiation. Happily, among 
lis, such a pernicious delusion is, in a good measure, done 
away. Perhaps, however, not entirely. We dare not assert 
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that no one takes any credit to himself for example, on the 
circumttanoe of belonging to a consecrated profession ; or, 
on the circumstance of descent from an eminently pioos 
ancestry; or of relationship, or friendly connexion, with 
persons and fisunilies of distinguished excellence. But, as to 
the benefit of this kindred or connexion with the '' excellent 
of the earth," let it be remembered that even " Noah, Daniel, 
and Job," could not ** haye saved sons or daughters." In 
fact, the absence of personal holiness is eyen still more £Bital 
in such a case. It were a worthy ground of pride — " I am 
connected or related to persons whose excellence, which I 
value myself upon, is my condemnation !" 

Again, in many periods and places men have reputed 
themselves " holy " on the ground of a punctilious observ- 
ance of religious forms and ceremonies whether of divine 
appointment, or human invention. This took the place of 
the true religious sanctity among the Jews. It is a grand 
characteristic of paganism. It actually stands instead of 
religion and morality among the far greater part of the 
people under the dominion of the Bomish church. Super- 
stitions and ceremonial observances have their strong hold 
on human being in this very delusion, that they will do 
instead of real piety and morality. A remainder of this 
sanctioned delusion has continued too apparent among our 
own people. And there has been a great deficieixcy of 
decided exertion to explode it. The ignorant people have 
been allowed, and in many instances expressly warranted, 
to repose an undue confidence in some rites and external 
observances. An intrinsic and, as it were^ magical virtue 
in them has been allowed and warranted by many who 
should have regarded such a delusion with horror, and been 
zealous to teach them better. But to come to a less super- 
stitious form of the eviL It is to be feared there are some 
among us who venture a delusive assumption on the ground 
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of a regular attention to the external servicea of religion ; 
they habitually attend on public worship ; are generally 
seen in the more occasional services of a religious nature ; 
and even maintain some regular forms of religion in the 
family. On the strength of this, they deem themselres 
placed at an immeasurable distance from the plainly care- 
less and irreligious part of the community. They know- 
that men ought to have religion, and they deem this to be 
sufficiently such. They are therefore on the right side of 
the essential distinction between godly and ungodly. But 
we haye cause to know that all this may be, — ^and yet no 
yital transforming prevalence of religion in the heart ; no 
communion vrith the Father of spirits, and of lights ; no 
penitential, self-abased, affectionate a^lication of the soul 
to its Eedeemer ; no tendency to go forth in ccmtemplation 
of the grand objects of faith. Yet such persons may often 
indulge in a self-complacent comparison of themselves with 
other classes of human character. When they are begin- 
ning to do so, let them turn to the serious consideration 
whether this be a state* of mind adapted to harmonize with 
what we are taught to conceive of the spirit and employ- 
ments of saints in heaven. And, while so little prepared to 
be associated with that higher order, they may withhold 
their contempt from a class they see below them. 

Another ground of such assumption and pride as the text 
expresses, is, general rectitude of practical conduct, separate 
from the true religious principle of moral excellence. We 
need not particularize, in the description of such a conduct. 
Let it be that whidi shall pass with honour through society, 
and, on the whole, be able to challenge and defy censure ; 
and such a man may behold with proud contempt the paltry 
sinners around him. This, now, is the honourable exterior, 
the practical man ; and certainly, in some views, he is a 
valuable member of society. But, are we to look no deeper? 
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Will Ood look no deeper ? All this wMe, there may be no 
genuine piety* No real loye, and little fear, of Grod ; little 
of deeply-principled sensibility of conscience. The man, 
perhaps, idolizes himself, and is determined that his idol 
shall have respectable attributes. A flagrant blemish would 
damp his worship. He scorns to do a base, unjust, dis- 
honourable thing, because it is unworthy of him— beneath 
his dignity. He is resolyed, perhaps, to command the 
respect of mankind ; perhaps has resolution enough to act 
on the sound wisdom that yirtue is the best policy. He 
has acquired a character for worth, — and is resolyed to 
maintain it. Amidst all this, there is no humiliation before 
his Soyereign Judge ; — ^no affecting and afflictiye conscious- 
ness of the peryendties of his heart ; — ^no faithful inyesti- 
gation of his motiyes and principles ; — ^no perception of the 
numberless practical defects in eyen his actions ; — ^no pro- 
found conyiction of his need of the diyine mercy — and the 
merits of Christ. And because he has not these, he can 
freely indulge his pride in comparing himself with his 
fellow mortals. But say, is this — is really this, " the holi- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord ? " 

The pride of self-estimation for goodness or holiness, is 
apt to be betrayed by persons, who haye preseryed a cha- 
racter substantially free from reproach, against those who 
haye, in some known instance, fallen into great sin. It 
might haye been a case in which they were encountered by 
sudden, or complicated, or yery extraordinary temptation, 
such as all should pray earnestly to be sayed from. The 
delinquent may haye penitently deplored the transgression 
through many subsequent years. It may haye contributed 
to render him cautious and self-difident eyer since; and 
the subsequent course of conduct may haye been exem- 
plary ; the painful recollection has often seryed to repress 
his temper and restrain his language when he has had to 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF 8UPEBI0BITY IK HOLOrSBS. 189 

reprehend wrong conduct in others. But it has been often 
enough seen, that another person who has been happy 
enough (from whatever cause) not to incur any such 
marked blemish on his character, will assume a tone of 
high superiority against him (especially if proYoked in any 
case of competition), though he may never have had the 
same strength of temptation to combat with ; — ^may never 
think of ascribing his exemption to any higher cause than 
his own good principles; — and may be quite destitute of 
wme valuable qualities the other possesses. The whole life 
of this self-applauder may have been little better than a 
series of negatives. His faulty, penitent brother may have 
done much good. If a man of ordinary rate had boasted 
against Peter, that Tie had never dishonoured himself by any 
crime comparable to denying Christ, — Peter would have 
answered more in sorrow than in anger; but what would 
have been thought of such a boaster, telling Peter, '^ I am 
holier than thou?** 

'\^e may turn our observation to notice a very different 
mode of this proud self-estimation and comparison. A man 
may have had his mind by some means directed to a specu- 
lative knowledge of religious doctrine ; may have been 
drawn into a train of reading, thinking, disputing; may 
have acquired a large command of topics and arguments. 
And we will suppose that it is valuable knowledge that he 
has gained ; that his opinions are right, and his arguments 
for them sound. Now, we have seen too many unhappy 
instances, in evidence that aU this may be, and yet the man 
feel little or nothing of the divine and sanctifying power of 
religious truth. (Warburton, Horsley, &c., 4Sfcc.) Tet, so 
ready is the specuktist and advocate to take to himself all 
the dignity and excellence of his subject and his cause, that 
this man may take up a lofby pretension — if not strictly and 
formally to " holiness," yet to some meritorious relation to 
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truth and religion; something which authorizes him in a 
high contempt, — ^not only of those who know nothing about 
religion, but also of those who feel its genuine influence and 
power, when they are feeble in the speculatiye intelligence 
of it. He accounts himself to be, as it were, in the con- 
fidence of religion, and that he must be invested with 
something of its yenerable character, when he can so 
authentically declare its mind. 

Observe, again, there is such a thing as a factitious eeal 
in the active service of religion ; and that forms a ground of 
high pretension. You may have seen examples. Men in 
restless activity ; full of scheme, and expedient, and experi- 
ment, and ostentatious enterprise ; to promote, apparently, 
the work of God, the Christian cause; seeming ready to 
compass sea and land for the purpose. But an attentive 
observer could easily descry, that the cause of God was a 
very secondary concern with them, even at the best interpre- 
tation. Their grand object (whether they were conscious 
of it or not), was their own notoriety; and the cause of 
religion happened to be that which would most effectually 
serve this purpose. "Come see my zeal for the Lord of 
hosts." The successes and progress, real or pretended, of a 
good cause, were recounted and proclaimed by them in no 
other form of story, than that of their own exploits for it. 
Yet even such men could allow themselves in the arrogance 
and pride expressed in our text. 

One more particular might be specified. There are a 
number of persons among professing Christians whose 
minds are almost ever dwelling on certain high points of 
doctrine, sought chiefly in the book of God's eternal de- 
crees. And it is on these doctrines that they found, in 
some manner, an absolute assurance of their being in Christ, 
in the divine favour, children of God, and therefore as sure 
of heaven as if they were there. Now God forbid that, with 
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the New Testament before us, and a multitude of pious 
examples, we shoiild deny, or for an instant doubt, that 
there is a firm and rational assurance of salration attainable 
in this life ; or that any one of us should hot earnestly seek 
to attain it. But how attained? whereon founded? Do 
the scriptures and reason authorize any other principle or 
process than thig, namely: that a man do most carefiilly 
ascertain what it is, that, according to the divine word, 
eonstitutes a Christian; and then, make a most faithful 
inyestigation into the state of his soul and his life, to ascer- 
tain whether that which constitutes a Christian be actually 
there *, and, if it he, to take the assurance, — ^and bless Gk)d 
for the evidence ; and bless him for having wrought in them 
this preternatural character. But the persons we speak of 
refuse to have the matter placed on this ground. Not 
wholly indeed, perhaps, for they will somewhat equivocate ; 
but in substance they re&se it; and will maintain their 
assurance independently of it. And they describe it nearly 
as if it had come to them by a distinct, positive, and formal 
revelation £x>m heaven ; setting aside all need of any such 
rule of evidence as we have spoken o£ We are not igno- 
rant, that men of eminent piety and holiness have often 
received a kind of blissful illapses and irradiations into 
their souls, bearing to them (we may call it) a mystical 
testimony, to confirm, and animate into triumph, the as- 
surance founded on evidence. And, questionless, elevated 
and humbled piety, in communion with GK>d, will often 
receive such rays from his countenance. But these devout 
spirits have been careful not to substitute such confirma- 
tory impressions for the tangible basis of evidence on which 
the question rested. They recurred to this in their re- 
peated self-examinations and self-judgments ; and earnestly 
insisted on it in their religious instructions. And as to 
the practical influence of this their happy assurance ; it 
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has both served to rectify, still more highly, their conscience 
and moral principles, and to repress any disposition to a 
self-righteous arrogance toward persons less favoured in 
point of religious confidence. Whereas, some such persons 
as we are referring to, betray that their assurance, which 
takes its stand on so lofby a position, independent of a 
faithful estimate of the heart and life, has an unsanctifying 
effect ; it slackens and narrows the force and compass of 
the jurisdiction of conscience ; and, especially, cherishes in 
them the spirit of our text. They can look with pride, not 
with pious gratitude, from a high and privileged condition, 
on those who are suffering doubts and solicitude respecting 
their state toward God and a future would. 

We may name, lastly, as one of the things made a ground 
of pretension and pride, — ^the experience of elated, ardent, 
enthusiastic feelings, in some semblance of connexion with 
religion, — ^but not really of its genuine inspiration. It is a 
noble advantage for religion, and for its living subject, 
when it lights upon a mind of great excitability, and vigo- 
rous passions, provided there also be a solid strength of 
reason. And even though there be not strong reason, in 
this mind of strong passions, when it is a genuine, and 
therefore a sanctifying, influence of religion that acts upon 
it, the effects may be most happy, sometimes most ad- 
mirable. So salutary, so true to its heavenly origin, is the 
influence of real piety, that it does in a measure supply the 
place and the want of strong reason. It puts the feelings 
which it actuates in coincidence with correct reason, — even 
without the standard being distinctly recognized. The 
passions may, so to speak, be trusted with it, when they 
could not with any other guardian or tutelar genius ; even 
more safely than with that same reason itself alone. (As 
if a band of agents were put under the direction of an angel 
instead of a philosopher). But, unhappily, there are many 
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instances in which the passions are excited to ardour and 
vehemence, in some sort of relation to the truth of religion, 
but not under its genuine operation. The passions were, 
BO to speak, waiting in readiness for some stimulus, for any 
stimulus, for any match to set them on fire. The grand 
ideas and images of religion have in them something na- 
turally adapted to produce great excitement. Those ideas 
have, perhaps, also been presented to the mind under Tery 
particular circumstances and associations, fitted to strike 
and inflame. And so, there has been caused a natural, a 
sort of rudely poetical excitement of the fancy and passions, 
in connexion with religious ideia, but not under, the real 
sanctifying influence of religion. The want of this holy 
principle has been betrayed, by an utter dereliction, and 
rout, and expulsion of sound notions, the while ; — ^by, per- 
haps, a most grotesque mixture of low and ludicrous 
fancies; — ^by a promptitude of these inflamed passions to 
turn suddenly to some mischief; — ^and in the result, by the 
predominance of the spirit of our text; that is, a proud 
contempt in self-comparison with persons of a slow, and 
grave, and thoughtful, and humble temperament in religion. 
The proper rebuke to such deluded minds, whenever they 
may be cool enough to listen to it, is, — " Tou may be sure 
tJiat is not a truly pious ardour, which does not result in 
humility towards God, — ^in charity towards your brethrftn, 
and in a fitness and disposition to prosecute the steady 
labours and duties of Christian life ; in other words, which 
does not make you the better practical Christian." 

"We close here. It was intended to enforce a few of the 
general considerations corrective of the delusion and the 
vice described. But they could be only such as will sug- 
gest themselves to every thoughtful mind. Por example ; a 
consideration of the holiness of G-od, and the depth and 
Dreadth of his law ; — the necessity of a deep knowledge of 
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the heart, and its corruption ;— of the grand purpoae and 
end of religion ; — ^the speciaL and peculiar adaptation of the 
plan of redemption bj Jesus Christ to abase men in tiieir 
own view; — of the manner in which true ^^ holiness" has 
evinced and displayed itself in the most eminent human 
examples of it ; and, finally, the effect which the last judg- 
ment will havoy reflectively, on all men's preyious estimates 
of themselves, and compansiHis with one another. 

September 11, 1822. 
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LECTUEB XIY. 

FALLACIES OPEBATHfG AGAINST BABinCSTKSBS IN BELIGION. 

Eeyslation iii. 5. 

" J would thou toert cold or hot*' 

These words, you are aware, occur in the austere and 
warning address to the church at Laodicea. The sentence 
which comes after is equally well remembered. *^ Because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
thee out of mj mouth ;" which may suggest this observa- 
tion, — that the Supreme Teacher did not, in the sacred 
scriptures, subject himself to consult any niceties of literary 
refinement. The Bible shows numerous instances of meta- 
phors and illustrations, of a character very homely, un- 
polished, and sometimes even repulsive. If we should say, 
(which is true), that in part this was a mere conformity to 
the manner of the ages and places in which the divine 
oracles were uttered, — it would still not the less be true, — 
that it was not for the Divine Dictator of truth and law to 
recognize the claim of any artificial order of human feelings 
and modes ; or any rules but that of plain truth. And this 
because God was to speak to man in his own absolute cha- 
racter of Creator and Sovereign Dictator ; — and to man in 
man's permanent substantial character of creature and sub- 
ject, with an understanding and a conscience to be spoken 
to ; — and this was a relation superior to all artificial rules of 
men's communications with one another. Gfod, therefore, 
would speak to man directly as a creature standing before 
HiH, and not as if he were regarding man as a creature 

VOL. I. L 
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placed in refined society, and to be addressed in a language 
modified according to its rules; and as if he were con- 
siderate of the creature's dignity and taste. Some of the 
more trivial of the infidel tribe have attempted, on this 
account, to detract from the venerableness and sanctity of 
the Bible, talking about its dealing in coarse language and 
images. As well might the vain spirits in the prophets' 
times have affected to be shocked that Elijah wovld not put 
on a court dress when he had to appear in the name of the 
Almighty before kings, and queens, and princes; or that 
John the Baptist came in so coarse a garb to preach repent- 
ance, and announce the kingdom of Gt)d. Yet after all 
this, it is a perfectly obvious fact, that the scriptures do 
abound with every kind of beauty and sublimity in senti- 
ments, images, and language. As in the case of Elijah, 
there was his rough mantle, but also the chariot and horses 
of fire. But then it is most remarkably characteristic of the 
sacred writings, that these beauties seem to come with no 
manner of design to please the taste and fancy ; they appear 
as most simply spontaneous from the subject. 

But to revert to our text : " I would thou werfc cold or 
hot." This is a condenmation of carelessness and indifference. 
The terms should not exactly imply an entire absence of 
every feeling excited by the religion of which they had 
taken the name. But then would it have been better than 
having so little, to have had absolutely none? In two 
respects it would, l^ere would have been less of the means 
of self-deception. ( '^ Thou sayest I am rich and increased 
in goods, and have need of nothing.") And all semblance 
and pretension to Christianity being abjured, there would 
have been less injury done to it in the opinions and feelings 
of the irreligious world. 

But without wishing to adjust any special question, we 
may take the expression simply as a most impressive and 
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menacmg condemnation of insensibility, and indifference, 
and neglect respecting the one most important matter in 
existence, and as coming directly from our merciful Lord 
and Eedeemer. The subject, therefore, on which we would 
inyite you to think a few moments, is the most common, and 
plain, and beaten of all subjects almost that we can speak 
or hear of; that is, the absolute neceetUy qfhekig uteabvest 
dbotit our highest interests. 

Considerations to enforce this great point may be incul- 
cated on those who are quite unconcerned ; but especially on 
those who feel in some, but an inefficient degree, its import- 
ance. Such a topic has great difficulty to lay any hold on 
the mind, almost even to engage the attention. We all 
know the effect of perfect familiarity and endless reiteration. 
But more than so ; — ^this great familiar truth seems to suffer 
in its power of interesting men by the very fulness of its 
evidence, and of the conviction with which it is admitted. 
Witii the greatest number of the moderately instructed and 
sober part of society, this great practical truth has a seti^ 
admission and establishment in the judgment. It is instimtly 
acknowledged, ahnost before the sentence can be finished. 
^ Certainly, certainly ; we know all that ; it is an undeniable 
iarath." It has its place there, without opposition, question, 
or doubt. And is it not a most mom^itous, and mighty, 
and urgent truth ? But by this ready, assenting, unresist- 
ing admission, its power seems to be destroyed. So that it 
is like a giant warrior, with his arms, convejred dead into a 
cemetery, instead of being introduced living into a field of 
battle. Think of this fact ! The evidence and admission so 
full, that the mmd has nothing to do with it a» a question^ 
and therefore feels as if it had little to do with it as an into- 
rest. While its being a ntatter of the mightiest interest, is 
the very thing that is affirmed and acknowledged ! Just as 
if for the irresistible occupancy of the judgment by a 
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solemn truth, the perverse soul would take its roTenge, by 
withdrawing away the affections and passions from all con- 
junction, or eommunieation with it. Like the policy of 
clearing away all the sustenance of life and action from the 
neighbourhood of a position which is impregnably occupied 
by an unwelcome power, to debilitate him by £Eimine. 
Whatever be the explanation, the fact is evident, that the 
actual power of this great principle or truth (namely, the 
-ahiolute necessity of hemy nr XABiirEST about our highest 
interest) seems to be repressed and quelled, in conse- 
quence of the ready and complete ac^owledgment it obtains 
in the mind. It seems to go to sleep there, because it 
holds its place certainly, is not contradicted, and cannot be 
expelled.* If some serious doubts could be raised upon it, 
^hey might make the matter interesting, — ^they might 
turn and fix thought upon it. But there is no question 
about it, and therefore men never think of it. (We might 
compare this listless admission of truth to the kind of 
inanimate aspect of the scene under the frdl meridian sun- 
shine, in summer, as contrasted with the shadows and other 
effects of dawn, evening, &c.) The monition applied is 
frustrated ; the mind giving a dull reply from within, that 
" all that is perfectly true and acknowledged." But should 
not the mind sometimes turn upon itself and say with 
wonder, '' Is it really a fact that I do admit and acknow- 
ledge all this ? " 

Perhaps, another thing that causes this general solemn 
admonition (to be in earnest about our highest interests) to 
come with less force, is the circumstance that it is applicable 
and pertinent to all. It concerns me, not more than all 

* ^ Truths of all othen the most awful and mysterious, and at the same 
time of umvenal interest, aie considered so true as to lose aU the powert of 
truth, and lie bed-ridden in the donx^tory of the soul, side by side with the 
most despised and aploded enonm^^—Coleridgs; Stateman's Meutual, a 
Lay Sermon, fK 225. London, 1889\ 
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these millions. Its absolute importance, as applicable to 
anj one, seems dissipated in the idea how many it is appli- 
cable to. There is some unthinking feeling, as if the 
authority and importance of the one great admonition were 
divided into innumerable diminutiye shares, with but incon- 
siderable force in each, at least in mine. How kindly and 
humbly each is willing npt to account his soul more impor- 
tant than that of any of his fellow mortals ! Yet not so 
benevolent, neither, in another view of the matter ; for in a 
certain indistinct way, he is laying the blame on the rest of 
mankind, if heis indifferent about his own highest interest. 
*^ They are under the same great obligation ; in their 
manner of practically acknowledging it, they are my 
pattern ; they keep me to their level. If their shares of 
the grand concern were more worthily attended to, probably 
mine would also. One has fancied sometimes what might 
have been the effect, in the selected instances, if the case 
had been that the Sovereign Creator had appointed but a 
few men, here and there one, to an immortal existence, or at 
least declared it only with respect to them. One cannot 
help imagining them to feel every hour the impression of 
their sublime and awful predicament ! But why — ^why is it 
less felt a sublime and solemn one, because the best of our 
race are in it too P Does not each, as a perfectly distinct 
one, stand in the whole magnitude of the concern, and the 
responsibility, and the danger, as absolutely as if there were 
no other one ? How is it less to him than if he thus stood 
alone ? Their losing the happy interest of eternity will not 
be, that he shall not have lost it for himself If he shall 
have lost it, he wiU feel that they have not lost it for him. 
He should therefore now feel that upon him is concentrated, 
even individually upon him, the entire importance of this 
chief concern. 

Again ; — ^there is far too little of the serious practice ot 
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bringing as near together in view as thought eon do it, the 
two orders of things which both belong to us— so belong to 
us that thej must both be taken into our practical adjust- 
ment. Our thinking and talking abound with comparisons 
and comparative estimates. We are often placing one kind 
of property, — one condition in life,-— one career of action, — 
one measure of talent, — one model of character rei^c- 
tivelj, in comparison against another. — ^We put one tract 
and climate of the earth, our own frequently, in comparison 
against a remote and very different one ; and with what 
interest this is done when a migration is contemplated as 
probable ! Now tiiere are two classes of things, the subjects 
of an unspeakably more striking comparison ; and with this 
circumstance, thai they and the comparison, immediately, 
and essentially, and profoundly concern us. There is a 
condition good or evil of this Hying but dying form of 
matter, our body ; — ^and the conditk>n of the spirit which 
inhabits, but is to leave it. There is the world we are in, 
the object of our senses ; — and a world to which we are to 
go, the object of our Mth. There is this short life ; — and 
an endless one. There are the pains and delights of mcu!- 
tality ; — and the joys or woes of eternity. Now unless a 
man really will set himself, in serious thou^t, to the com- 
parative estimate of these, and that too as an estimate to 
be made on his own account, how powerless on hdm must be 
the call that tells him he must be ^ or eabitest ! " 

In this particular, of inattention to compariscm and pro- 
portion, an admonition in terms of reproach might be 
directed to some persons of large thought, and science. 
They are gratified in contemplating things in their propor- 
tions to one another — ^in calculations of quantities, magni- 
tudes, distances. They will go in this process into the very 
profound of number ; — ^go to the verge of the solar system, 
and thence to the fixed stars. They will indulge in all 
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the pleasiire and pride of such an intellectual operation, 
and yet, never think of any such thing as an estimate 
between the things respectirelj, of a momentary and an 
eternal existence; — ^while this the most vitally concerns 
them, which all the other ascertainments of proportion do 
not! 

Another thing may be added to this account of causes 
tending to frustrate the injunction to be in earnest about 
our highest concerns; namely, that the mind willingly 
takes a perverse advantage of the obscurity of the objects 
of our fkith, and for the incompetence of our Acuities for 
apprehending them. What is it that we shall pass through 
death to see ? What can be the manner of a sepa- 
rate spirit's active existence? What is the economy of 
the other world? How eim our mode of existence be 
formed and adapted to a widely different state? Only 
glimmering intimations are given through the darkness ; if 
general ideas are given, they are very indefiliite ones; if 
special, they are only similitudes and metaphorical shadows. 
How thick a veil! And what then? A devout spirit 
would not indeed ask for that veil to be prematurely 
undrawn, — ^would not, with an urgency approaching to pro- 
faneness, seek to pierce or rend it. But such a spirit would 
look intently, — ^feel a pious inquisitiveness, — make efforts to 
realize, — ^" enter into that within the veil," — and would 
constantly endeavour to magnify, (as earnestly wishing to 
feel^ the power of the unseen world. But, as the contrary 
of all this, how much is- there of the disposition to tHkQ — 
from the obscurity, the indefiniteness, the impossibility of 
distinctly realizing, — ^a plea for not thinking on the subject^ 
and for not being deeply interested by it. There is a will- 
ingness even to make the veil still more thick, and reduce 
the glimmering to utter darkness, as strengthening the 
excuse. "We do not know how to carry our thoughts 
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&om this scene into that. It is like entering a mysterious 
and yisionaiy wilderness. It is evidently implied to ns, by 
the hct as it stands, that the opening of that scene upon 
us now would confound us in all our business here. Were 
it not best to be content to Inind chiefly our duty here ; and 
when it shall be GK>d's wiU and time, he will show us what 
there is yonder!" Partial truth thus perversely applied, 
tends to cherish and excuse an indisposition to look forward 
in contemplations of hereafber ; and this indisposition, ex- 
cused or protected by this allegation, defeats the force of 
the call, the summons, to be in earnest about our highest 
interests. 

There is another pernicious practical deception, througb 
which the force of this call to earnestness is defeated, and 
the strong necessity which it urges, is evaded ; that is, the 
not recognizing in the parts of life, the grand duty and 
interest which yet is acknowledged to belong to it as a 
whole. " It belongs to this life," a man shall say, " to make 
an earnest and effectual business of the supreme concern." 
How belongs to it ? to what part P to the last year or hours 
of it ? or to a time of sickness P or to any season or stage 
of it in particular ? " No ; the concern is combined with it 
as a whole ; it all belongs to it all." "Well, but then this 
grand interest is to be felt clinging as it were to each part, 
and all the parts. Do you let it be so P Do you feel it so ? 
No; you spend one part, and use another part, as an 
exempt thing ; you do not acknowledge the great interest as 
enforced upon that. Still, "life," you say, "as a whole^ is 
for the grand concern." But what is the whole, if part, and 
part, passes flree of the practical claim ? If every spot you 
are successively upon is as ^ little unclaimed island, where at 
last is the continent for the kingdom of God to be esta- 
blished over P ^d yet, through a fatal fallacy, life is still 
regarded as th^ something altogether^ in which is to be 
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accomplislied the purpose in question I " This daj is not 
much," a man thinks, '* nor this week, — a particle only in so 
ample a thing as aU life ;" and he is not distinctly sensible 
that he is doing all he can, in each separate part, to throw 
the whole of the grand affair on a narrowing breadth,— on 
the last part, — or quite off the whole. And he may not per- 
ceive, neither, that while this delusion, like a mighty evil 
spirit, is still clearing and driving off, space after space, the 
momentous concern, — ^it is thickening and darkening, if we 
may so speak, and becoming charged with awful thunders, 
to fall upon him in his last hour or in eternity I 

"We add for the present, only one more description of 
delusive feeling, tending to frustrate the admonitions to an 
earnest intentness on the great object, — ^namely, a soothing 
self-assurance, founded the man can hardly explain on what, 
that some way or other, a thing which is so essentially 
important, will be effected, must, surely must be effected, 
because it ia so indispensable. Very few, we may presume, 
except those who are dying in despair, reaUy give up them- 
selves for lost. A man says, " I am not mad. I surely — 
surely— shall not lose my soul." As if there must be some- 
thing ih the very order of nature, to prevent anything going 
so far wrong as that. So that the full sense of danger 
presses home on very few ; — on very few, even of those who 
are forced to suspect themselves to be, if taken as just now, 
in a situation obnoxious to danger. They trust that the 
deciding moment is not to find them thus, however^ it is to 
be that this confidence is to be verified. It is, indeed, 
partly in themselves, that they trust for this. They have 
reason and conscience, and a settled conviction of the most 
important truth in the world. '' These cannot fail to answer, 
at length, their proper end. Adequate causes must and will 
have their effects." But these have failed hitherto, and are 
even now inefficacious. How is thatP They cannot tell 
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how or why, but they mil not always fail. There will be 
more thought, perhaps — ^more resolution — and less to cause 
these powers and forces to fail. 

Sometimes particular circumstances in a man's iintory 
are suffered to excite in him a kind of stt/persHtiom hope. 
Perhaps, for instance, in his childhood or since, he was 
saved from peril or death in some very remarkable maimer. 
His friends thought that this must surely be a propitious 
omen ; and he, too, is willing to persuade himself so. Per- 
haps very pious persons have taken a particular interest 
about him; he knows he has been the subject of many 
prayers. I recollect the instance of a man, and not at all 
a weak man, in point of general sense, who was surrendered 
to the vanities of life ; but retaining constantly and fiiUy tl^ 
right conviction as to the absolute necessity of religion, and 
the final consequence of the neglect of it. A kind friend 
said to him, " How long is this to continue ? you know 
perfectly to what end this is going." He answered, that he 
had great hope that a better state of things would come 
some time ; for he had great confidence, that ihe prayers of 
MspioiM departed mofher could not have been in vain ! 

A man may encourage this soothing confidence, that he 
shall not fatally neglect, — ^that he shall yet become in 
earnest, — ^from recollection of moments and occasions when 
he thinks he was so. There may have been times of affect- 
ing, though transient interest. He is willing to persuade 
himself they were genuine emotions, excited by a principle 
imparted from above ; which principle he believes, if really 
imparted, will not be wholly and finally withdrawn, though 
its (^eration may be long intermitted. And on this he rests 
some kind of i confidence; instead of soberly judging, that 
emotions so tifansient, and subsequently useless,^ ootdd be 
no more than ^perficial effects on his passions. 

So many deceptive notions may contribute to a vague 

\ 
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sort of assurance tliat a man will not alway neglect religion, 
though he is doing so now, and is in no serious disposition 
to do otherwise. And, in addition to all, there is that 
unthinking and unscriptural manner of considering, and 
carelessly throwing ourselves upon, the infinite goodness 
of Ghd. 

Thus we have attempted to discriminate and describe 
some of the causes that it is so difficult to impart any in- 
terest, or even draw any steady attention, to a topic so 
plain, and trite, and general, as the necessity of being quite 
in earnest, though about concerns confessedly the most 
momentous. This representation might pertinently be fol- 
lowed, by some admonitory observations and enforcements, 
which may afford a useful employment, we hope, for a 
future hour. 

September 28, 1822. 
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SABNESTTTESS IN BELIGIOIT SKITOBOX]). 

Eeyelatiok iiL 15. 
" Itoould thou toert cold or hot.** 

In a preceding discourse, this short passage was taken 
for the use of enforcing an exhortation even still more 
general and common, though still less particular and specific 
than that which would fairly arise from the import and con* 
nexion of the words. Its most proper application had been 
to insist on the criminality, the peculiarly absurd incon- 
sistency, and the consequences^ of indifference in the pro- 
fessed servants of Christ ; its dishonour to their profession ; 
its offensiveness to their Lord ; its danger to themselves ; — 
a reference to their profession being constantly made. 

But we were content to go on the wide general ground, 
where all men may be met with, the plain, serious admo- 
nition of the absolute necessity of being in earnest about 
their highest concerns. Our time was chiefly employed in 
attempting to distinguish and exemplify a number of things 
which contribute to render inefficacious this constantly re- 
peated general inculcation of so plain a matter ; — ^and not 
only inefficacious, but even dull and uninteresting, inso- 
much that mere attention is with difficulty gained for it, 
except by aid of some special and subsidiary topic. 

But still it would be strange, very strange, if this plain 
consideration, or fact, of the absolute necessity of eabnest • 
NESS Jjs BELiaiON, even in the most general and accustomed 
form in which it can present itself should be reduced to 
take its rank with the things which have been repeated till 
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we mind them no longer ! It wonld be very strange if the 
renewed mention of such a matter should be exactly that 
which may be made with the fullest assurance of not dis- 
turbing the soul into thought or emotion ; so that you may 
mention one thing and another, and you will rouse the 
spirit; — mention this, and it will sleep! Very strange 
again, if the compelled attention to the hct that I am 
indifferent and careless, should be quite unavailing to dis- 
turb and alarm that indifference ! A strong application of 
the terms that charge and reprove indifference will some- 
times force a man to verify his own consciousness that he is 
indifferent, — ^that it is not a vague reproach which may 
perhaps strike there or yonder ; but that here — at home — 
in his own soul, is the very thing which the oracles of 
Heaven pronounce to be so fatal. And yet even this shall 
not break but for a moment, the dull tranquillity ! So that 
neither the things themselves that should excite to earnest- 
ness can avail, — ^nor the solemn charge and consciousness 
that they do not. But what a depth of depravity, that can 
thus receive and swallow up such masses of alarming truth 
and fact, and then be as if all this were nothing ! How sad, 
that for men to be awfully wrong, and to be admonished, 
and to be aware that they are so, should leave them still at 
ease! 

It is not that men are constituted creatures without 
feeling. No; they are warm through their whole being 
with affections and passions ; and an infinite multiplicity of 
objects acting on them. Think of the movements of the 
heart, in the inhabitants of a great city, during a single day, — 
loving, desiring, hoping, hating, fearing, regretting ! What an 
infinity of emotions ! What a stupendous measure of active 
vitality! Now consider, — ^to these souls are presented, 
among the other objects of interest, the things most im- 
portant, desirable, and terrible in the universe ; these things 
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are placed before them, and pressed on them, as evidently 
and as closely and palpably, as reason and revelation can. 
We know what should be the effect of these. We can 
think what it should be on any individual whom the eye 
happeiis to fix upon, known or a stranger. We can look on 
the passing train, or the collected crowd, and think what it 
should be on each, and all. (What a measure therefore 
this would be of a good spirit in such an assemblage!) 
What is the effect on the £ar greater number p There are 
abundant indications to inform you what it is, or rather 
what it is not. And if the case be so, and that in an 
enlightened and Christian commimity, what is Mms I 

'' JFhat is Mait ! ** might be the compassionate senti- 
ment of an angelic beholder, or of a saint in heaven, 
supposing him in view of this object on earth ;---observing 
a rational and immortal being, involved in a relation the 
most perfect, vital, and inseparable with all that is most 
important ; — ^the reality of that relation manifested to him, 
enforced upon him ; — ^and yet, he generally as insensible to 
it almost as a statue of stone is to the objects surrounding 
it ! But might not the compassion become mingled with 
indignaticm when it should be observed how unlike an in- 
sensible figure he is toward other objects with which his 
relation is separable and transient? Nevertheless the 
great interest is still the same ; — ^bears all the importance 
of eternity upon it ; — ^remains as that sky above us, with its 
luminaries, audits solemn and infinite depth, whether we 
look at it or not. And tibie effects must be continually 
renewed for breaking up this wretched and pemidous indif- 
ference, both in others and in ourselves. And the conside- 
rations applicable to this purpose are innumerable, and 
have been all repeated, times without niunber. But we 
may do well to give some moments once more to a few of 
the most obvious of them. 
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A more proper admonition cannot be suggested in the 
first place than, — ^to beware that the indifference of the 
feelings does not infect and pervert the judgment. In 
conjunction with such a state of the heart, it is in great 
danger of losing its firmness and correctness. How much 
mc»e ready the judgment is to take its character from 
the feelings, than they theirs &om it ! TTithout any ap^ 
proaeh to anything like a formal denial of the supreme 
importance of the spiritual and future interests, there may 
be an influence insidiously stealing through the estimates of 
the judgment, so that they shall be modified insensibly — 
less decisiyely marked — ^less positively pronounced. This 
may be by a gradual effect, without special thoughts and 
reasonings. Or, with the occasional intervention of thoughts 
such as this : — '' Surely man is not placed in a scene that 
he beholds, for the purpose chiefly of looking toward one 
that he cannot see. Can it be that I am sent into this 
busy and interesting world that my main business may be 
to think about going out of it. What I am I here to make 
nothing of all this ? Under a reversed economy, have I 
most to do with what is furthest off p — ^And also there is so 
mueh that I must attend to here ; — ^must, in duty, occupy 
my thoughts, cares, and time with, that it were hard there 
should be another great exaction and burden continually 
upon me. I acknowledge the great importance of that other 
concern ; but may I not hope that the merciful Creator will 
take care of that for me P And so the judgment may be 
partly perverted te excuse the indifference. Let us beware 
of this seduction. As far as the judgment falls into con- 
formity with wrong feelings, it is in vain to appeal to 
conscience ; it retires under the protection of the judgment. 
And thus the soul is left deserted to the power of its per- 
verse and irreligious dispositions. 
But kt there be a settled conviction on the mind (not 
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equiTOcated with, though tmhappilj too dormant and inope- 
latiye), that the spiritual and immortal interests reallj do 
demand earnest attention, and then a train of remonstrances 
against indifference and carelessness may be urged on that 
mind. It may be urged on such a man, — ^Will you not, can 
you not resolre to conrerse with your own spirit sometimes? 
You can speak freely, and hear patiently, there. If it be a 
mortifying conyerse, there is none to over-hear it, but Oms ! 
and your self-love will be sure to survive imhurt. You can 
say to yourself, '' It is really thus and thus that I firmly 
believe, — and shall believe, in life, death, and to all eternity. 
But then here in my soul is the most astonishing inconsist- 
ency and contradiction — not a more dreadful one in the 
creation ;—<lreadful, for it is a practical one, in the very 
highest concern of a created being. The consequences of 
its continuance are plain before me, inevitable and terrible. 
And am I quietly to go on thus, thinking as little as I can 
about it P Do I coolly consent that it shall be so, for the 
present at least, and for I know not how long P" 

Let him consider, and say — " There they stand before 
me, not in a deceptive vision, but in absolute reality, the 
most important things that can be in the view of any being 
on this globe, or that has lefb it — the Bedeemer of man 
— Mlvation^—perdition — death— judgment — eternity 1 They 
stand confronting me, that there may be in me something 
corresponding to them. And it is in the presence of GK)d 
that I thus stand with these most awful objects before me ; 
it is by his light that I see them ; it is his authority, in its 
utmost fulness, that insists on their demand of a corre- 
sponding state of my mind ; it is his voice that pronounces 
me lost, if that answerable state be not here. And yet, is 
it the £eK!t, that I am indifferent still P Here is the soul 
that can acknowledge all this, and still not tremble, nor 
care, nor strive, jior pray ! can be at liberty for any pursuit. 
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or gaiety, or amusement !" — One could almost imagine, that 
realizing such a state of things in a man's own soul, might 
produce an amazement enough to suspend for a while even 
the sense of personal interest; that a man might be ab- 
sorbed awhile before he came again to the consciousness of 
being himself the subject; as we should look at some 
strange and dreadful phenomenon in the natural world. 
And, in truth, there is no phenomenon in that world so 
portentous ! 

In such a condition (sensibly so, in a measure) men can 
give their attention and activity to all manner of interests 
and pursuits, — many very trifling ones. But the remon- 
strance should follow them still. Becollect what it is that 
you are warmly pursuing this, to the neglect of, and in pre- 
ference to ! And cannot you rise to the resolution of saying 
deliberately, " Why should this take the precedence, why? 
Is there one moment in which I seriously approve its doing 
so? Will there ever be such a moment? and if there 
should ! — Is not this my preference made on the very prin- 
ciple that creates all the evil and misery in the universe ? 
Is it not a perversity of will inclined to the worse ? Do I 
not know that I am giving this the preference by the 
neglect of an interest infinite millions of times more impor- 
tant ? Am I then an inmiortal-, under some dreadful charm 
and curse, that dooms me to live but for the hour, or the 
day, or the few uncertain days of this my abode in the dust, 
— unable to go forth in a capacious apprehension of the 
great hereafter ? Or when shall the case cease to be thus ?" 
If his mind answer evasively, " Not always will it be thus, 
I hope — ^not long — ^perhaps not to-morrow." Have you 
then (it might be said to him) such easy fEdth ? Do you 
adhere, for the present, to your preference, on a calculation 
of disgiisting yourself at length with what you prefer ? that 
at the next turn, the right preference may be the easier ? 

TOL. I. X 
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But why has the preceding train of your wrong preferences 
done so little to disgust, or satiate, or change you ? 

Or if we shall suppose that there is often a certain degree 
of disgust and recoil ; — ^that a sense of the vanity and insuf- 
ficiency of things is forced on the soul ; — that the heart 
cannot find the living element it longs for, in any of these 
terrestrial things ; so that the active spirit, for a while, 
remits, in disappointment, and is reduced to stand detached 
and retired. Why, this should be well; but what is the 
consequence? Alas! too often, it but reverts awhile in a 
gloomy mood, to recover and look out to see where it may 
try again! There is no look toward heaven, except, per- 
haps, for a moment, in something like an emotion of revenge 
upon the earth ; let another delusive gleam of the world's 
sunshine come, and that emotion passes away ! 

But these seasons of dissatisfaction and recoil, this sick- 
ness of the heart, experienced in the exclusive pursuit of 
inferior interests, might be seized upon by the Christian 
admonisher. He would say, — " Acknowledge that at these 
seasons you are in truth struck and troubled by a power 
from the other world, whether distinctly recognized or not ; 
— ^an obscure and suppressed sympathy with the true cause 
of happiness. There is a certain sense of an infinitely 
greater interest neglected. Consider those who are 
earnestly intent on the higher object, are they subject to 
these seasons of mortifying recoil from them P Have they 
a forced perception of their vanity? Are they almost 
ashamed of them P And again, — does there not come upon 
you sometimes an irresistible conviction that if you had 
long since become animated with the spirit of the religion 
of Christ, it would have been infinitely the best and happiest 
thing that could have befallen you P Has not this convic- 
tion prompted you to exclaim, '"What a course of happy 
feeling and estimable life it would have been, as compared 



Digitized 



by Google 



JLLBmSTHEBS IK BXLIGIOIT SKFOSCSD. 163 

with mj past existence I One little stage of it would have 
been of more worth than all these long yam years have 
been. I shoold have walked with Gbd thus far, and with 
his saints and angels.'" There are at least some who are 
visited with such reflections. But, we saj, — ^What then, 
Kow P Will you make this pagt^ which you are compelled 
to condemn and deplore, the very precedent and pattern for 
what is to come ? Would it not be the very worst effect 
of all, from this misapplied past, if it make you careless of 
the present and fixture P if it chain you to a fatal consist- 
ency P It is enough for you that that past has lost itself! 
When tMs present too shall have become pasty and lost, will 
it appear a good reason, that the preceding periods of life 
were so P This time that is here, and that is coming on, 
lies between, on the one hand, a trifled-away portion of 

your existence, and the most grand and awM portion 

of it on the oth^! Now, think, and choose in the presence 
of €k)d, shall it be conformed to the diaracter of the former 
or of the latter P Consider, wherein would it have been so 
good, so happy a thing, that through preceding life you had 
been in earnest about the one thing needful ? whereiny but 
chiefly in the mann^ in which it would have been carrying 
you forward toward the Great Futurity ! Well ! but you 
are yoiny toward that same Futurity ! it is the one constant 
inevitable action of life; — your progress is not turning 
another way than in the former stages ; it has no reversed 
or circuitous movement ; — ^it is direct, and think how rapid ! 
And every step seems to belong more to that awful futurity 
and its realities, than the preceding ; by the same rule that 
the last step, which is to be into eternity, appears to have a 
transcendent importance, — so in proportion all that are 
approximating it. Now if you allow that, in regard to that 
!Futurity, it would have been so happy, that the progress 
hitherto had been in the earnest spirit of a Christian, what 

K 2 
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do 70U think of the remaining progress from thig point, 
with the realities in prospect, shall we say, rising higher 
and larger, and more majestic above the horizon of jour 
view? Consider too, that whatever the world and time 
could hare given you from the first, they can at all events 
give you much less now, and what is sooner to be taken 
away. 

When, and hy what, shall this sad indifference be broken 
4ip and leave you? "Would you quietly wait for some 
alarming dispensation of Providence to do itP to be admo- 
nished as Pharaoh was, in vain ? Would you wait till some 
heavy affliction P till some disaster in your worldly affairs ? 
tni another dear relative or friend shall die? till a severe 
sickness, with imminent threatenings of death ? Can you 
;be content to wait for such visitations ? and with the per- 
(fect certainty that, if they should come, and should effec- 
tually alarm you out of this indifference, that alarm will be 
mingled with an aggravated remorse, and indeed will very 
much consist of it ? remorse especially to think that " the 
goodness of Q-od" has not " led to repentance ?" 

But have no such visitations come to you already ? What 
was their effect ? Are you to be so much more sensible to 
the impressions of the next ? or do you wish them to be ten- 
fold more severe ? K you can wish so, the interest for which 
you wish so, must be most urgent ! But if it he so urgent, 
why neglected now? Consider, besides, that the next severe 
visitation may be the last of life ;— »may be a fatal disaster ; — 
may be a mortal illness ! Or, would you wait for old age ? 
What ! because it is confessedly a great moral miracle for a 
man careless till old age, to be awakened then ! Or, will a 
man profane a Christian doctrine, and say. The Spirit of Qod 
alone can be efficacious, and he must quietly wait for that ? 
This is saying, in effect, that he will make a trial with 
Omnipotence, and resist as long as he can ! And how can 
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he anticipate any other than a destructive energy firom that 
Spirit upon him, while he is trifling with, and frustrating 
truth — conviction — ^warnings — and emotions of conscience ! 
while he is repelling all these minor operations of that 
Spirit, instead of earnestly praying for the greater! It 
were most wicked thus to pretend a reyerence for the ulti- 
mate powers of the Divine Spirit, and at the same time 
make light of what comes from that Spirit already. 

How dreadfully ohstinate a state is this careless indiffer- 
ence! But nevertheless we can imagine situations under 
the force of which it mtist give way ! Imagine them ! but 
that is not all : — ^we are certain to be in one or other of 
them, sometime ? Happy will it be, if the love of Christ 
shall eflfectually constrain us; — if there be a prevailing 
impression that our aflfections and powers are due to him; 
that we must do something for him, and his great cause, 
while we are on earth. Happy! if an ardent desire of 
heaven ;^ — happy ! even if the thought of the " terrors of the 
Lord," should contribute to persuade us! But though all 
these should fail, and leave us indifferent still, there will be 
in reserve, that which cannot fail, — situations and circum- 
stances of irresistible power ! And ccm a man calmly refer 
himself to these ! Ckrn a man say, '^ I know I must awake 
from this indifference at last — I will indulge it till then ! " 

" Here is a dull, stupified state of soul, but there will 

be blows upon it so mighty as to make it quiver witb the 

intensest feeling V* " I am making light of anticipations; 

— ^well, the realities will come!" "Here I am, easily 

soothing my conscience; — well, it is but that it may rise 

upon me with tremendous strength ! " " Now I am 

lightly dismissing, or evading a solemn and alarming reflec- 
tion; — ^well, it goes away but to come back as if trans- 
formed into an avenging spirit!" "I am dissipating my 

mind upon trifles, — ^be it so, — ^a tempest will arise which 
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will blast them all away!" ''I am now but in order to 

what I 9kall he then; what I shall be then will remind me 
of what I am nowT^ — Such a man can now put in words 
some of the sentiments, the reflections, the emotions, which 
his earnestness may breathe itself in, in the hour of death. 
Let him do it ; and then say whether there be any thing 
possible or conceiyable in this world that he should be so 
anxious for, as that he may not «o be in earnest at that hour. 
This is the i^peal to Mar, a just and salutary appeal ; but 
think, how strange it is, that it should be necessary to lay 
the emphasis here ; when that which the soul is called and 
excited to be in earnest for is an infinite ^ao<^.^— deliyerance 
from all evil — salralaon — eternal blessedness! Here are 
objects of mightiest attraction for the better passions, and , 
yet it is necessary to work by fear ! as if mere escape, and 
impunity, and safety, were all! as if it were no good for 
ourselves, and only to please or pacify a power to which we 
are in subjection! What a manifestation of the fallen 
state of our nature ! 

I^bally, let us beware of the delusive feeling as if indifler- 
ence, however prolonged, had still nothing in it of the 
nature of a decision ; as if it were but remaining in a kind 
of suspension and protracted equipoise. Are we insensible 
that an additional weight is falling all the while on the other 
side, by mere time itself which is going, particle by particle, 
to the wrong; — ^by irreligious habit, which is growing 
stronger and stronger; — and by negation, re^al, all the 
while, of what is claimed by the higher interest? We 
decide against that which we refuse to adopt. So that 
prolonged indifference is decision so far ; and indifference to 
the end wiU hut he decision comjpleted! 

Octoher 3, 1822. 
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NO CONCEALHSKT rOB THE WIGKBD. 

Job xxziy. 22. 

*' There is no darkness nor shadow of death where the workers 
of iniquity may hide themselves^ 

^ The workers of iniquity.^* A general idea of the cha- 
racter so described, is instantly formed in every mind ; the 
thoughts do not stay upon the mere description ; the actual 
substance, the exemplification, is too conspicuous. 

But the text marks a special circumstance in their cha- 
racter, namely, that they are men who wish, or will wish, to 
hide themselves — ^that there is that in their dispositions and 
practice which they wish concealed from all knowledge and 
judgment. They would be delighted, inexpressibly, by the 
assurance of a veil of eternal darkness. 

But why so ? for this is contrary to the social nature of 
man, that loves communication, confidence, and sympathy. 
And, also, is it not strange that a man should wish to be, 
for ever, accounted other than he really is? even while 
he loves himself aa he is. Is it that there is a malignant 
Supreme Power over the creation, with which there is 
to be an everlasting contest between the will to detect 
and the interest to conceal? What a wish it is! that 
Omniscience were extinct — ^that its grand sphere might 
be invaded on all sides — ^narrowed more and more to the 
centre ; that is to siay, that there wdte no Gk)d ! And all 
this because God is just ; for this wish to " hide " is the 
acknowledgment that there is justice over the creation, that 
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there is a righteous and retributiye power inspecting eyeiy- 
wherei with the consciousness that there is something 
obnoxious to justice. But for this consciousness all would 
be ''children of the lighV " He that doth truth cometh to 
the light, that his deeds may he made manifest, that they are 
wrought in Ghd'^ " Men love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds are eviV* If, therefore, we could com- 
pute the sum of all that men would wish it possible to keep 
fipom the light, as being consciously wrong — ^bad — ^we should 
have a mighty and a sad deposition against mankind ! Just 
imagine the whole amount of all that which men would be 
glad if Qt>d could not know ! especially if we take into 
account how partial and imperfect, after all, is Conscience, 
in the greatest number. 

The text chiefly respects the impossibility of concealment 
firom God, and the wish that it were possible. But, to a 
certain extent, it might be truly said abo with regard to 
human inspection and judgment. There is a great deal of 
concealment from even that judicial inspection, and with 
but partial success. It is true, that many seem little to 
care for exposing some of their iniquities (such as those of 
intemperance, profaneness, maliciousness, cruelty) to the 
inspection of their fellow mortals. But still, there is a 
great system of concealment — ^a respectful dread of human 
opinion-^-an apprehension of its practical consequences, an 
immense quantity, therefore, of truth and hct, which it is 
desired and endeayoured to keep from the light. Think 
how much is kept carefully shrouded within the soul! 
Think of all that hypocrisy labours to cover ! How many 
things are endeayoured to be screened from inspection and 
censure by a laboured train and complication of artifices, 
pretences, and falsehoods ! Think of the designs plotting 
among small combinations of the '' workers of iniquity.'* 
Figure to yourselves the retired haunts and dens which 
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there are for the perpetration of crimes, and for devising 
more. 

But we said, that the declaration in the text is applicahle, 
in part, even to this view of the condition of the " workers 
of iniquity;** — ^that it is but imperfectly that they can " hide** 
themselves. For there are innumerable vigilant eyes and 
minds exercising a keen inspection. Men are watching one 
another, in default of inspecting themselves. There is a 
never-sleeping suspicion. The self-interested feelings, and 
the malevolent ones, create sagacity. Disclosure is made 
through untoward accidents and circumstances. The wicked 
often betray one another. Sometimes conscience forces out 
a black secret that has tormented it, especially on the 
approach of death. It may be added that, in these times, 
there is far more than ever before of the means and the 
spirit of discovery ; there is so much more communication 
throughout society. And with regard to persons departed, 
recently or even long since, who " made a figure in the 
world," it has become a practice to search out all the 
obscure memorials of them. 

On the whole, a vast deal becomes known concerning men 
which they wish should not be known. Still, how much 
there must be in dark reserve, known only to Gtod ! And 
here it is a striking reflection, that the workers of iniquity 
are more concerned for concealment from men,, than awed 
by the certainty that they cannot hide themselves from 
GK)d. We might be lost in wonder at such a fact ! Think 
of a man in the approach to a deed of iniquity, — ^the pre- 
caution — ^the exact survey of situation aud circumstances — 
the earnest vigilance — the alarm at slight incidents, sounds, 
and appearances. As if everything were a spy to betray 
him to man. But it little signifies to him that GtOD fills all 
the place. Or, suppose him to have effected his wicked 
intention^ and to be exultiog that he has not been detected : 
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" The hazard is past — ^a sin without detection — clear gain. 
Happy man! you have now none to fear but Q-od!" Or, 
suppose that full detection comes upon him in the guilty 
hour, or speedily after : this is but breaking away a thin 
shade, that he may be exposed to some creatures of his own 
kind ; whereas he was already perfectly exposed to the yiew 
of the Almighty. But there is not a look that scorns him, 
nor a Yoice that execrates him, that does not inflict a more 
grieyous sensation than any thought of Gk)d does. Sut, 
will sinners never, never, be persuaded to reflect, how 
inexpressibly trifling a matter it is whether they can, or 
cannot, veil themselves from the knowledge and condemna- 
tion of men / in comparison with that other circumstance in 
their condition, that they are for ever imder the meridian of 
the light and power of the Almighty ! 

There is no need to dweU on the general consideration of 
the Divine Omniscience. But rather let us note the im- 
possibility of concealment from it in any of the particulajr 
kinds of darkness in which sinners could seek to' hide 
themselves. 

The " darJcness''^ of jprofound dissimulation is hardly to be 
named. It has great success among men. And a pagan 
might think to practise it towards his gods; or a papist 
towards his saints. But, believe that there is an aU-per- 
vading, all-disceming Spirit, and this resource is gone. So 
that it rests upon the mind as a perfect certainty, that not 
one deception can be put upon Gt>d, to all eternity. 

The denomination *^ darkness" might perhaps be applied 
to deep solitude. This is not, indeed, a situation generally 
sought by the ^^ workers of iniquity," Many of the kinds 
of ^^ iniquity" require concert and co-operation. And, 
besides, there is generally a certain consciousness haunting 
the workers of evil which impels them to some kind of 
society for relief ^09» themselves. But there are cases in 
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which the "tDorker of iniquity" may choose to be alone, 
both for design and action. His mind deeply works, and 
ponders, and deyises, in a retired apartment, or on a lonely 
heath, or in a dark wood. And then he proceeds to the 
action, — unconfiding, nnaided, unaccompanied, — ^in deep 
sil^ice, — only one tread of feet, — only one shadow cast. 
This requires great hardihood of spirit in a wicked man ; at 
least, in some kinds of crime. And indeed, wickedness, 
risen to a certain height, may have a kind of courage by its 
own inspiration, and peculiar to itself— a kind of demoniac 
energy — a stem desperation. There might even be a kind 
of pride in being thus alone, a contempt of needing 
assistance or encouragement ! But — alone — does he think 
he is? Is there no intimation then of another there? 
Should not the silence of other voices aid him to 
hear One, that One to which the dead would Hsten if it 
called them? Should not the breeze convey, as it were, 
solemn whispers ? Can he even look on the walk, and not 
see something like what Belshazzar saw — see it with his 
mind's eye ? Even his breathing— the beating of his heart 
— ^the action of his mind, might not these suggest the 
presence of a Being from whom no darkness could hide ? 
Should not the thought strike him, " How brutish I were 
to apprehend nothing here but what I see ?" The thing 
is, not what he sees, but what sees him. " I have with- 
drawn from men, but is there no One to watch me come 
hither, and silently remain observing me ? I meet the glance 
or glare of no visible eyes, but — ! Those feeble spirits 
clothed in flesh are not here ; but that Spirit ! dare I even 
question whether he be here, lest he should give some 
terrible proof of it ? The society is iadeed reduced to two, 
but who are those two ? Por one of them, all created in- 
telligences had, to me, better be substituted." 

Niffht may be named as another mode of " darkness " 
in which the " workers of iniquity seek to hide themselves J* 
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Night is the " accepted time'** to siimers, and the part of 
time in which, probably, the greater portion of wickedness 
(of the deeper kind) is perpetrated. While we are con- 
templating night, how much more dark the shade seems to 
become ; how much like the " shadow of death** by the moral 
blackness of sin thrown into it ! But let sinners reflect ; — 
till God made the sun could he see nothing ? Was it for 
his ovm use that he lighted that great lamp P At its rising 
again in the morning, can he but conjecture what may have 
been done since it set ? Will the record be in each second 
page, blank, or unlettered shade ? Or does he give up the 
night, exempt from his law ? The great majority of the 
multitude around are asleep, but when is his time to 
^^ slumber or sleep?** When the day dawns, shall sinners 
say, "JVbw God is awaking?** And will the works of 
" iniquity ** done in the night, pass away as a part of the 
yanishing shades? ^' Nothing of all this absurdity!'^ the 
" workers of iniquity** will answer with scorn. " Idle fancies 
for the very children of pagans or savages." What, tiien, 
is it come to this, that you will take for your sins, for your 

* ''So thwarted nature's kind design 

Bj daring man, he makes her sacred awe 
(That guard from ill) his shelter, his temptation 
To more than common guilt, and quite inverts 
Celestial art^s intent. The trembling stars 
See crimes gigantic, stalking thro' the gloom 
With front erect, that hide their head by day, 
And making night still darker by their deeds. 

• • • • • 

Preposterous madmen, void of fear or shame. 
Lay their crimes bare to these chaste eyes of heaven ; 
Yet shrink and shudder at a mortal's sight. 
Were moon and stars for villains only made! 
To guide yet screen them, with tenebrious light! 
No ; they were made to feshion the sublime 
Of human hearts, and wiser make the wise." 

YouHO, Night IX. 
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Climes, the very season which seems to belong peculiarly 
to Hiray in which He alone can see ? As if you would go 
into the very recess of a temple to insult the Divinity ! 

K we change the view to a moral or spiritual sense, 
we may give the denomination of " darkness " to a 
deliuwe state of notions respecting religion. Men may 
change the light of religion into darkness, and shroud them- 
selves in it. Not expressly rejecting what God has revealed, 
sinners may nevertheless flatter themselves, in a thoughtless 
way, that the Divine Holiness, the Divine Law, the threat- 
ened retribution, cannot be such absolute things as often 
represented : that to G-od such offences as theirs can be no 
such mighty matter : that his goodness may easily be very 
tolerant, and excuse: that his justice wiU punish but 
lightly : that his power and wisdom will easily set all the 
mischief right again. Thus turning the divine truth into a 
lie, it is made a delusion, a darkness. Or, they may reject 
Eevelation, and then question whether there will be any 
judgment or not. Or, become Atheists, and so leave no God 
to judge and avenge; this is most truly the "shadow of 
death.** In such " darkness** of their own creating, they 
may seek to " hide themselves ; ** — from their own depravity 
exhale a cloud to obscure the sun. But neither will this 
avail them. They ought to be alarmed to reflect whence it 
is that they have raised this protective shade, which is to 
defend sin from fear. This very thing might warn them 
that it is the very light of truth that they are endeavouring 
to shroud themselves from. It is by that unchangeable 
light that the Sovereign Judge is beholding them ; and their 
wilfrd temporary delusion, when it passes away, will have 
l>ut been the cause that that light will glare more intensely 
upon them ; and by it, when it comes on them, they will see 
the true quality of that departing shade. A peculiar 
severity of regret will attend the breaking up of that 
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darkness which is soi^ht in the wilful misapprehension of 
truth. 

Einallj, in the grave, in the state of the dead, in the 
other world, there will be no hiding-place of darkness. A 
most effectual concealment firom men, — men whose inspec- 
tion alone they were solicitous to elude while on this ground 
of watchful inspection — the place of human inspection and 
judgment. And now they are gone off from it, into the 
wide universe. And whither? But what signifies it 
whither P It will not indeed be left to their choice whith^ ; 
but if it were, and they might see, or fly to the remotest orb, 
there would be no resource ! No comer of the universe 
has a veil from its Creator. There is no recess into whidi 
a spirit can slide. The same all-seeing power and all-mighty 
justice are everywhere. Even if they *' tnake their bed in 
hell" he is there ! And if they look forward through time, 
there is in prospect the great day of manifestation, of which 
the transcendent light will be such as to annihilate the dark- 
ness of all past time. It will be not only as *^ the Ught of 
seven days,** but as the light of thousands of years all at 
once. 

But, in conclusion, why loiU the creatures of GK>d seek or 
wish to hide themselves from Him — ^from Him, the Supreme 
Good, the sburce of life and eternal joy ! who beams upon 
them in beneficence and compassion, in invitations and pro- 
mises ; who has given his Bevelation to show the way to 
him ; who has sent his incarnate Son to reconcile them, to 
atone for them, to redeem them, to display the glories of 
heaven to them, as what himself has to give : unless they 
will prefer the spirit and the works of " darkness," and the 
doom of seeking, at last ia vain, for a darkness to hide them 
from the divine justice. 

May the divine mercy grant that this doom may not be 
ours. 

October 20th, 1822. 
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THB USES AITD FBBTEBSI017S OF COKBCISIirGX. 
EOMAKB ii. 14, 15. 

" The gentiles . . . hamng not the law are a law unto them- 
selves : which show the work of the law written in their 
hearts^ their conseience also hearing witness, and their 
thoughts the metmwhile accusing or else excusing one 
another,^*' 

" Hatdtg not the law," that is, without a positive law 
revealed from God: yet there is "a law written in their 
hearts." The apostle therefore asserts, that man is, essen- 
tially, by his very nature, a moral being ; naturally haa some 
sense of right and wrong ; which moral sense operates to 
two effects : opinions, judgments which men form of one 
another ; and judgments, under the name of '* conscience," 
which they are compelled to form of themselves. 

This natural sense of difiference between good and evil is 
made an inseparable companion and supplement to the 
endowment of reagon. If there had not been this principle 
ia the very constitution of man, it is not conceivable how 
any positive dictates fipom the Creator and Governor could 
have sufficed to impart it ; that is, in the form of conscience. 
This natural principle has certain perceptions and powers 
antecedently to the revealed wiU of God. But, the dictates 
of that Supreme Authority having been given, this consciedce 
ought to be indefinitely stronger, truer, and more decisive. 

A most important principle in our nature, is this con- 
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science, whicli places us in a sensible connexion with the 
government of the world. The whole world is under a 
solemn economy of government and judgment. A mighty 
spirit of judgment is in sovereign exercise over all, dis- 
cerning, estimating, approving, or condemning. Now it 
was requisite there should be something in the soul to 
recognize this ; that it should not be as some vague unper- 
ceived element around us ; and something more and deeper 
than the mere simple understanding that such is the fact ; 
a faculty to be impressed, to feel obligation, and awe, and 
solemn apprehension ; something by which the mind shall^ 
be compelled to admit the indwelling of what represents a 
greater power. Conscience is to commimicate with some- 
thing mysteriously great, which is without the soul, and 
above it, and every where. It is the sense, more explicit or 
obscure, of standing in judgment before the Almighty. 
And that which makes a man feel so, is a part of himself; 
so that the struggle against Gk>d becomes a struggle with 
man's own soul. Therefore conscience has been often de- 
nominated " the Q-od in Man." 

This internal judge has not been in the world altogether 
in vain. Let it but be imagined how many men have 
wished they could be rid of it. Let it be imagined with 
how many men it has interfered to disturb and oppose 
them. Now in most of that vast multitude of cases it may 
be presumed that conscience has had some restraining effect. 
It maintained a controversy with them ; arrested them ; 
followed them ; warned them ; threatened them ; rose up in 
them suddenly, at times, to protest or condemn in the name 
of a higher power. Perhaps in no case this could be wholly 
without effect. The infinite multitude of criminals would 
have been stiU more criminal but for this. It has oftem 
struck an irresolution, a timidity, into the sinner, by which 
his intention has been frustrated. Its bitter and vindictive 
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reproaeLes after sin, have preyented so speedy or firequent 
repetitions of the sin. It has prevented the whole man 
from being gratified by sin ; it has been one dissentient 
power among his Acuities, as if^ among a company of gay 
revellers, there should appear one dark and frowning in- 
truder, whom they could neither conciliate nor expeL It 
has been at hand to approve, attest, ap^y, the divine decla- 
rations, commands, reproo&, and warnings, when sinners 
have heard them. It has struck on the soul, and said, 
" Listen to that! — that belongs to iheeP' An ally, there- 
fore, in men's own minds, to co-operate with those who 
have £Edthfully spoken in the name of Gtod. It has served 
as an interpreter of divine judgments with which men have 
been visited ; not allowed them to be taken as mere natural 
incidents and phenomena, but judicial and retributive. In 
many ways, therefore, it has been, if we may presume to 
express it so^ the justifier of GK)d to men's own minds ; the 
justifier, also, of the genuine people of God. It has often 
compelled confessions and disclosures of great importance 
to truth and justice. Very generally, in the last scene of 
life, it has constrained men, even bad and irreligious m^ 
to give explicit solemn testimony to the reality of religion, 
and the gmlt and wretchedness of trifling with it. 

But, better than all this; the force of conscience has 
often been made effectual to urge men to a persevering 
application to divine mercy ; with a grateful accordance t» 
the' method of that mercy, as acting through the mediation 
of Christ. The guilt is too deep for divine justice to 
pardon. — ^There must be some grimd expedient as a mediiun 
of mercy. — ^And here it is. And also, the virtue, and value, 
and glory of conscience have been manifested ia its habitual 
predominance in the spirit and conduct of good men. A 
good conscience has been the source of unspeakable com- 
placency and delight; it has been mighty in trial and 

VOL. I. K 



Digitized 



by Google 



178 THE USES AND PEBVBESIONS 

temptation ; consolatorj under injustice, reproach, and unde- 
served ignominy ; a sublime energy under persecution for 
fidelity to God. 

Thus far we have the more fiskvourable view of the office 
and efficacy of conscience. But there is a darker side of 
the subject ; that is, — the view of its perversions and frus- 
tration. One most disastrous circumstance is instantly 
presented to our thoughts, namely, that, with by far the 
greatest number of men that have lived, conscience has 
been separated from all true knowledge of Gt)d. All hea 
thens, of all ages and countries ; with but little limitation 
the same may be said of the Mahomedans ; and to a very 
great extent it is true of the papists. Now, Gk)d is both 
the essential authority of conscience, and the model for its 
rectitude. What is its condition, then, where the One True 
GK>d is lost from human knowledge ? and instead, — an infi- 
nite tribe of deities, believed or fancied, and worshipped ; 
their characters exemplifying all varieties of iniquity ; their 
wills dictating a confusion of all absurdities and abomina- 
tions, blended, indeed, with some better things, which are 
spoiled and defeated in such combination. Or, (paganism 
being disclaimed) there is an essentially fSalsified notion of 
the Divine Being, and a perverted apprehension of his wilL 
Think what an authority for conscience to acknowledge and 
represent, and to be strong and just in virtue of! What 
will be its allowances, — ^its dictates, its sanctions ? What 
should it do but correspond to its authorities? With a 
firm belief in the true God, but with a wrong apprehension 
of some great principle relative to him, conscience may 
become the abettor, and even prompter, of the most flagrant 
iniquities ; as in the instance of St. Paul, and some of the 
persecutions and exterminations by the papists. " He that 
killeth you shall think he doeth Gtod service." A perpe- 
trator in the St. Bartholomew massacre said, *^ Gtod was 
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obliged to me that day." We need do no more than just^ 
name the immense account of idle superstitions, in rites of 
worship, o^ which conscience has fixed its most peremptory 
injunction. "Whole days would not sufELce to enumerate 
even those within the " Christian world." Conscience has 
often been beguiled to admit trifling ceremonies as an expi- 
ation of great sins, — or of a whole life of iniquity ; when, — 
had it been in its right state, it would have shaken the 
whole soul, as with an earthquake. 

If such notices be little applicable to us, there are, how- 
ever, many that are most seriously so. One important 
admonition is, — ^that conscience may suffer itself to be very 
much conformed to prevailing customs and notions. That 
which has the concurrence of so many to think, and say, 
and practise, is easily allowed to become a standard ; not, it 
is acknowledged, a rigid and perfectly justifying one, but 
one that may excuse. In spreading and becoming attenu- 
ated over the multitude, a censure becomes as nothing. 
Conscience, that ought to be ever looking to the throne and 
law of Q-od, may be degraded to this most irreligious 
homage to man. It has glimpses sometimes, indeed, and 
menacing intimations of a higher authority and law; but 
suffers a williug relapse, a habitual acquiescence. So that 
the superior and eternal order of principles is nearly out of 
sight, (as in some countries they rarely see the sun or the 
stars). When, at moments, conscience does attempt to 
resume a little of the genuine spirit and principles of its 
office, it is solicited to look out on the world (not the most 
wicked part of the world, but what may be esteemed a 
decorous and somewhat respectable part of it), and see 
whether the common notions, estimates, and practices, do 
not warrant in me, that which it is disposed to accuse. Let 
me be tried by my peers ! And the consequence is as if 

N 2 
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conscience grew ashamed, and became silent — ^felt itself 
conyicted of being a Ptmtan ! 

Observe the next consequence, when this false system is 
settled in the mind, as right or nearly so, — it is only from 
thence, only beyond liiat which general custom warrants, 
that conscience has to begin its jurisdiction and operations, 
that is, it will have nothing or little to take account of, 
short of positire vices and crimes. Therefore, it will begin 
with slight censures at a point where very grave ones ought 
to have been pronounced. Supposing the whole of what the 
divine law condemns (and therefore conscience ought), to 
be measured by a scale of one hundred degrees of aggrava- 
tion, — then, the censure beginning at one, will become 
extaremely severe by the time of rising to fifty. — ^But let this 
first fifby be siruck ofi^ as harmless, in accommodation to 
the general notions and customs, — what then ? Why then, 
— conscience will but begin, and in slight terms, its cen- 
sures at the fifty-first degree, and so, at the very top of the 
scale, will pronounce with but just that emphasis which was 
due at the point where it began. (An exemplification of 
the effect of taking common notions and prevailing custom 
as the standard, is given ia Bonaparte's estimate of himself, 
in O'Meara's book.) 

Observe again, conscience is extremely liable to be ac- 
commodated to each man's own interests, passions, and 
tastes. These are the constant favourites of the man's 
heart ; while his conscience is often an unwelcome indweUer 
there. "What will he not do to reconcile it or make it sub- 
mit to them? For them he will not part with, — and U 
perhaps he finds he cannot^ — at least not speedily. Well ; 
— ^he has great advantages against his conscience. The 
favourite interest or inclination he sets in the fairest light ; 
in excuse, he recalls the circumstances that contribute to 
make it ascendant in him ; palliations of what is wrong in 
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it mtiltiplj; it is far less culpable than many things in 
others which they think yery venial. He has this and the 
other good thing to make a great overbalanoe. But also, 
the thing excepted to by his conscienoe is far &om being 
"wholly wrong ; the degree in which it is right is easily mag- 
nified to appear tiie much greater proportion ; thel^ is such 
and such good which it will turn to account. Now it is 
not sia*ange if, by this time, his conscience has come to 
speak in a much more submissive voice. And^ m^ncholy 
as the fact is, there are few things that graiafy a corru|>t 
mind more than to hxve gained a victcny over ccmsdence. 

Again, — conscience may, in a great degree, be turned, 
by effort Mid art, from the scrutiny of internal principles, 
to a judgment on bare external actions. The actions, take!n 
isimply as such, may have ifor less to be condemned thtai the 
internal principles ; perhaps are laudable. Novr conscience, 
by having its dwelling deep within, has a great advantage as 
a judge, in comparison of outward observers. It is seated, 
with its lamp, down in the hidden world, among ihe vital 
s^titiments and movements, at the radical depth of the dis- 
positions, at the very springs of action, among the thoughts, 
motives, intentions, and wishes. The greater the gnevance ! 
— But how to obviate it? Expedients are not wanting. 
Labour to think, that what is practical is of &r grater im- 
portance than what exists merely in feelings and thoughts. 
Say, — ^feelings and thoughts are varying and transient; 
actions are of much more substantial and permanent ac- 
count. Say, these principles within do injury to none ; i^ 
right actions do mnch good. These thoughts a&d move- 
ments within are much involuntary ; tiie outward conduct 
is the result of will and effort. Look so much <m the best 
parts ti£ the right conduct, as to become emboldened to 
inake the inference—*' l^e case is not so wrong within as 
C(mscience had attempted to diarge," f^, *' hj their fruits 
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shall men be known." Thus, in a measure, may conscience 
be beguiled out of its inward watching place, to be content 
to look onlj at the outside. 

Another observation is, — ^that when conscience is 
seriouslj alarmed, — ^it may be quieted by delusive applica- 
tions. There are painful emotions of guilt ; the dreadful 
sound of the maledictions of the divine law; dread of the 
righteous inflictions of the Almighty. Oh, that faithful 
truth, and an invincible power of impression, might come 
on conscience at such a time ! — ^But how often all this is 
rendered in vain! — ^And thus; 'Hhere wiU be time enough 
yet for repentance, reformation, and final escape." Or, 
sometimes, sophistical reasonings to invalidate every 
formidable idea of the divine justice. Sometimes these 
alarms are calmed and frustrated by treacherous presump- 
tions afi to the way of propitiating the Divine Justice ; men 
may reconcile God by repentance (" I have only to be sorry 
and all wiU be set right") ; satisfy his demands by a 
reformed conduct; secure final safety by a careful 
obedience, instead of a humble recourse exclusively to the 
all-sufficient work of the Eedeemer. This last is a deadly 
treachery practised on conscience, — ^for it is quieting its 
alarms exactly by inducing it to abjure that very law which 
is its appointed standard, and of which it is its very office 
to be the representative and sanction. 

We have spoken of alarms of conscience; but another 
melancholy fact respecting conscience is, that it can be 
reduced to a state of habitual insensibility. There are men 
in the full vigour of life and activity, body and soul, in 
whom this sense is in a deep sleep, like death. If this 
appear desirable, it may be attained! — ^By means of, — a 
practice of tampering and equivocating with it; by a 
careful avoidance of all that might alarm it; continual 
neglect of its admonitions; a determined resistance and 
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repression ; and liabits of sin. The result of this will be a 
deep torpor and stupefaction of the conscience, so that the 
whole system that should be under its cognizance is left 
faftallj free ; a thousand things that ought to excite it, pass, 
and it hears not, sees not: the man might go into its 
retired apartment, and look upon it as an enemy dead! 
Think of his advantage and triumph, in looking at other 
men who are troubled by a wakeful, interfering conscience ! 
But does this dead stillness of conscience appear an awful 
situation? Why does it so? — Because we foresee that it 
will awake! and with an intensity of life and power 
proportioned to this long sleep, as if it had been growing 
gigantic during its slumber. It wiU rise up with all that 
superiority of vigour with which the body will rise at the 
resurrection. It will awake I — ^probably in the last hours of 
life. But if not, — it will nevertheless awake! — ^In the 
other world there is something which will certainly awake 
it, — at the last day ! — K a man feels it going to slumber, he 
should just listen to it while it warns him that it wiU 
awake! Its last emotions that disturb him he should 
interpret as such a prediction. And let him consider that 
during its slumber, there will have been the more rapid 
accumulation of what it is to take account of 

"We close with a word or two respecting the right treat- 
ment of conscience. It should be regarded with deep 
respect, — even its least intimations should be attended to — 
not slighted as scrupulous impertinences — ^blown away, &c, 
— ^We should diligently aim at a true judgment of things, 
because our judgment is the rule by which conscience will 
proceed. There must be much reflection, in the proper 
sense of the word, and retirement. "We should recollect 
always that, on the whole, the most judicial conscience is 
less rigid and comprehensive than the divine law; less so 
than the judgment of Q-od. - " If our heart condemn us, 
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. God is greater tlmn our heart.*' Therefore, in consulting 
conscience, we should endearour to realize to oorselres the 
Divine presence. We should seek and implore, that our 
consciences may erer be in the Divine keeping rather than 
our own. 

Finallj, — as we often speak of improvements in the 
Christian life, — ^hnprovements indispensable as evidence 
that any real progress is made, — ^be it remembered, that 
one of them is, an improvement in the discerning 
sensibility, and extent of jurisdiction of conscience. And, 
if this very improvement will have its evils, — ^as involving 
an increase of solicitudes, pains, penitential emotions, so 
much the more desirable will appear that better world* 
where there is no possibility of sin, where the continned 
improvement of spiritual perception wiU be a continually 
augmented exquisiteness of the felicity. 

October 2S, 1S22. 
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LECTUEE XVm. 

THX HISTOBT OF JOKAH.. 

Jonah i. — ^iv. 

'' N'aw ike word of the Lord came to Jonah the eon rfAmit' 
ted, saymg^ Arise, go to Nmeveh, that great citg, and erg 
against it, for their udckedness ie come up before me. B^ 
Jonah roee up to flee unto Tarehish," &c, 

A FABT of the liistory of tHe prophet Jonah has just been 
read. It should, surely, be very possible to raise from this 
narratiTe a few observations tending to instruction, while 
adapted, also, to introduce some variety into the course of 
our religious exercises and subjects. And the rather would 
we do this, from the consideration, that this piece of sacred 
history has been, to irreligious men of wit, and of no wit, a 
favourite resource for malicious jests and pro&ne amuse- 
ment. Nor are we the less disposed to do tins from having 
observed, that some pretended Divines have betrayed some- 
thing very like a feeling of being half-sorry and half-ashamed 
that there is such a history in the Bible; men who are 
anxious to be able to account for every strange thing by a 
natural cause, and terrified at the spectacle of a prodigious 
miracle ; — ^who would say, " Tes, we believe in miracles ; we 
biuld upon them; but there are some things so startling, 
so very far from tbe natural course of things, that we 
almost wish we were not required to believe them." 

Jonah is justly no great favourite with us, though con- 
spicuously a prophet of the Lord. Hardly one prophet's 
name is pronounced with so little respect. We shoidd 
bave been ready to presume, l^t the persons whom the 
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Almighty would have chosen for prophets, should have been 
men of the most eminent piety and excellence. And in 
fact, this does appear to have been the general rule. But 
there are recorded exceptions — such as Balaam, and the 
prophet who deceived the other prophet whom a lion de- 
stroyed, (1 Kings xiii.) Jonah is not an exception in the 
same degree. He was a real saint, with too much of the 
remaining elements of a sinner. In a former part of 
the Old Testament he is spoken of in terms which would 
not have applied to a man who had not somewhat of the 
true spirit in him ; (** according to tlie word oftJie Lord God 
of Israel, which he spake hy the hand of his servant Jonah, 
the son of Amittai, the prophet,^* 2 Kings xiv. 25.) His 
first commission was to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian 
empire, an immense city, and therefore a wicked one. His 
conduct on receiving the commission does appear very 
strange. But for the mention of his having acted as a 
prophet before, we should have concluded that this must be 
the first time, and that he was surprised and amazed, as 
by some alarming and calamitous visitation. But the 
vocation was not new to him ; he felt therefore no affright 
as at a portentous novelty. We might have attributed 
terror of another kind — ^the dread of attacking, singly, a 
great wicked city, like leaping into a gulf of destruction. 
Even in that case, however, was there less to be dreaded 
jfrom disobeying God ? We are reduced at last to accept, 
unwillingly, his own explanation, given in the beginning of 
ch. iv. " I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when 
I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled hefore unto 
Tarshish : for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest 
thee of the evil ;" which seems to amount to this, — ^he felt 
in danger of being disgraced as a prophet, the denunciation 
being to be uttered in positive, not conditional, terms. 
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(How abominably considerations of selfm&j interfere with 
obedience to Qt)d!) He determines to flee to Tarsbish, 
tbat is, Tarsus in Gilicia, a place more than one hundred 
leagues to the north of Joppa, completely across the Medi- 
terranean, where Paul was to be bom, a man of another 
spirit. How 7te would have acted ! 

But then, the purpose of this voyage — " tojlee from the 
presence of the Lord" This betrays a most unworthy con- 
ception of tiie Divine Being, whatever was exactly the 
prophet's notion. Some have asserted that Jonah could 
be little better than a kind of heathen worshipper of the 
true God. ; — ^that his idea of Qt)d was very much that of a 
local deity, in partial conformity to the absolute paganism 
which is believed to have much prevailed in the part of 
Judea where he dwelt. It has even been asserted as pro- 
bable, that, at Joppa, he might formally commit himself to 
the protection of the deity worshipped in that place, and 
in many others in the east — (a god or goddess in the form 
of a great fish — Derceto, — Oannes.) But surely this is 
going a great deal too far, for a man who had previously 
sustained the character of a prophet of the Lord; — con- 
sidering also his subsequent expressions. 

Still it is too probable (for the Jews, except the most 
illuDoinated, were most wretched theologists) that he was 
under the influence of a notion, that Qtod maintained a 
peculiar jurisdiction over Judea, and a less absolute one 
beyond ; though he knew that it must extend with awful 
authority at least to Nineveh. "We are, indeed, forced to 
suppose something of this in explanation. And this heathen 
admixture in his ideas would favour the notion which was 
probably the prevailing one in his mind, namely, that if he 
went but far enough away, God would do without him,— 
would choose on the spot other ways and agents for his 
purposes respecting Nineveh — "There will be no need 
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61 me in. ihe case** — ^'He will not follow me over the 
.«ea." 

He embarked; — ^th what feelings P His oommissioii 
lay upon him as gtiilt ! He longed fer an auspicious gale! 
— ^to cany him to a distance, ns he hoped, f]*om the peculiar 
province of Qt)d'8 dominion 1 so that he might say, " Hap- 
pily here is less— and less — foi the Dime Presence 1" But 
what Provid^ice did he invoke f Would he go unprotected 
over seas, and to strange lands, contented with some 
secondary and dubious providence P In what terms did 
he pray befcHre he went to sleep P Like oth^ men, when 
conscious they are going about something wrong, he could 
not pray. And supposing there were scnne one devest 
Israelite l^ere, that did pray in his hearing, he could not 
say" Amen r 

He slept ; but it is not wise to sleep in guilt. How did 
he deserve to be awaked P He shall, not deep long ; icff 
there is a Power that can awake the tempest ! The God 
Ihat is disobeyed on the land, can make the sea Avenge 
him. And here, again, the very first thing is a pointed, 
direct, infliction on his conscience — for it is a summons to 
pray; ^^ Arise, call upon th^ GodP^ And to think! that 
a prophet of the Lord should be the only one in the com- 
pany that could not, dared not, do this I Observe, th^« 
is no situation more pitiable tiban that of a religious man 
who has disabled himself to take the benefit <:^ his religion. 
His associates had Tarious gods ; but they could all pray 
earnestly to their objects of adoration. He could not ; he, 
who knew the real Lord of the land and the ocean. 

Thste must soon have been manifested some peculiarity 
of circumstances in the storm, indicaluig l^at it was of 
a nature extraordinary and judicial. Superstition, indeed, 
easily fiEincies such a thing ; but here it was not supersti^ 
tion. Conjectures are useless as to t^t circumstances* 
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Observe; Seligion, even in its rudest forms, has always 
been faithful to its general principle thus far, that when, 
the anger of the Divinity has been apprehended^ it has 
been understood to be against sins and crimes ; — and thus 
fiw, 1^0, that the Divinity was believed to know who was 
the criminal. The mariners, therefore, referred it to the 
avenging Power to point out the criminal, by "castinff^ 
loU;'^ this was a (X)mmon ancient practice; a reference 
not to chance, but to a superior intelligence. Gould our 
prophet feel any doubt where the lot would fall ? No ;. hia 
conscience must here have been a^ prophet to him. 

There follows, the account of the questions and expostu- 
lations to him. His answers were perfectly explicit. And 
if there had been, before, any cloud and mist of paganism 
hanging over his ideas of Gtod, the storm seems to have 
dispelled it ; for, he speaks of God in the great and com- 
prehensive terms appropriate to him. The mariners were 
terrified the more. For one thing, their conviction was 
now rendered absolute, that the tempest reaUy was preter- 
natural and vindictive. And also, whatever various gods 
they might acknowledge, they felt that they were now 
abandoned to the power of One, Did not Jonah wish 
himself in Nineveh, even with the wicked inhabitants in an 
angry or scornful tumult around him, rather than sur- 
rounded by these raging billows ? The rage of the people, 
Gtod might have quelled ; the tumult of the waves, it was 
God that excited. And then, contrast the internal con- 
science in the one case, and in the other ! 

The perfect honesty shown by Jonah, made the mariners 
think it best to inquire of himself what they should do to 
him. And his ready explicit answer, and self-devotement, 
no doubt, made them much more reluctant to do what he 
directed them. It would strike them as generous and 
heroic. And they, on their part, displayed much of that 



Digitized 



by Google 



190 THE HISTOEY OF JOKAH. 

courageous generosity which is, at this day, so conspicuous 
in men of their vocation. They could not doubt of what he 
assured them of; but they persisted to labour and struggle: 
they " rowed hardy 

The necessity became imperatiye, at length. And we 
can miagine the prophet telling them that their labour was 
in vain, — ^himself reduced to a fixed cahnness under the 
evident hand of Ood. At the same time, it was not for 
himself to execute the righteous doom. The mariners 
would not execute it, even in the extremity of their peril, 
without first solemnly imploring that they might be ac- 
quitted of guilt in doing it — ^*^ We beseech thee, lay not 'wpon 
U9 innocent hlood,^* It would seem as if some new light 
respecting the true Divinity had broken in upon their minds 
through the strange and tremendous circumstances. They 
address the Almighty, not as Jonah's GK>d in particular. 

They had now to offer their sacrifice, and in such an act 
would for a moment be insensible to the storm. But it 
was a toilling sacrifice like that of Him, of whom Jonah 
was a type. They offered it — and the storm was gone! 
The effect upon them appears to have been, that they be- 
came genuine converts to the worship of the Almighty. 
And it is very reasonable to suppose that a great and useful 
impression might have been made on the people of Joppa. 
This would be confirmed, supposing Jonah, as it is not 
improbable, to be cast back in their neighbourhood. And 
if so, an important incidental use was by Providence made 
of the disobedience of Jonah. 

£ut where was he, while these circumstances were ex- 
citing conversation and wonder? There was to appear, 
very shortly, a prophet of the Lord in Nineveh. "Wlience 
to come P Where was his place of abode, at a point of 
time a few weeks before his arrival ? The conjectures of 
millions would have been in vain. " The man'* (it might 
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Lave been told the Ninevites) "that sis. But Christians 
Divine judgments in your streets not me-s "fco Jonah's suf- 
not in the earth, nor the air, nor the sky, nT t^lie sea-monster 
you will most certainly see and hear him. Ix^ve asserted be 
ment is nearly as strange, as if he were yc aJl to act on a 
to be suddenly formed into a man. It migl 
Almighty had invented a predicament of -jnab I « The helly 
in contempt of the vain and impious philos is it possible to 
insist that all things in the creation shall a.<3 feelings ? A 
invariable regularity, and quiet uniformity.* and eager for 
said, "The course of things which they iWliither has he 
uniform, shall, when I please, start out in\Sis voyage has 
conceivable deviations. An ass shall spealroxild not have 
wicked prophet ; and a fish shall swallo^ra ] This was 
alive a disobedient one. And if they then a^s of mariners 
deny the attested &cts, and even ridicule ^^va incognita 
* sport themselves with their own deceivings ! ' fod had more 
" 2^ow the Lord had prepared a great Jis^e found that 
Jonah^^ (chap. i. 17.) It has been often enould oq^ ^ 
that the species of this fish is altogether unci, but another 
even might have been, at that period of timer suppose an 
which exist not now, as anciently there wtdistinct con- 
animals on the land, of a kind now no more.i ; — taken as 
question came to be considered as having beenps a kind of 
because that is the largest known fish, (son cannot live 
than a hundred feet long.) And the caviUeitfiat he did 
determined that it should be a whale, and no . to the dis- 
good reason, namely, that the whale's throat is tdence over 
very strait, for an animal of such a size, and t impression 
scriptural account involves a physical impossibo a state of 
we must not imagine we honour God by asser 
mathematical contradiction, and then protectimaginable 
surdity by calling it a miracle. One has hear, devotional 
man's uttering so silly a thing as that if Ood hation like 
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courageous generoshsred tHe whale, lie would believe it, for 
in men of their yocony must bear down all objections. The 
assured them of; hing it possible for G-od to have declared 
they " rowed hardli&t the less may contain the greater. The 

The necessity m would there be in asserting that Jonah 
can unagine the p throat of the whale, if the whale's throat 
in vain, — ^himself* inches in diameter when dead) were of the 
evident hand of ; tube of iron or stone. But it has been 
himself to exeou;that it is idle to assert anything as to the 
would not execut of the throat of the living fish, from its 
without first sol< death. (The hoa-constrictor is capable of 
quitted of guilt iifals of great size ; and even men have been 
U8 vrmocent 5Zoo^harks.) The fish, then, might be a whale, 
respecting the trt Jonah ; and nothing, neither, of miracle is 
through the stri far ; the miracle comes afterwards. Jonah 
address the Almon of several days and nights in the stomach 

They had noxister without breathing, and that not in a 
would for a moded animation, but, it appears, in a state to 
was a willing sflect and pray. Here we rest plainly and 
was a type, ^cle, — ^the exertion of a Divine power, which 
The effect uporital economy safe and at ease, under the su&- 
came genuine of its grand functions ; though not more out 
And it is very }ture than that suspension of another law of 
impression mi/ Moses, Elijah, and Jesus, fasted forty days. 
This would bme time worth while to mention, what men of 
improbable, tfisserted, with examples from fact — ^namely, the 
if BO, an imp< a circulation of the blood without any breathe 
of the disobecdence on the lungs at all, from the continued 

But wherem with the heart of a certain blood-vessel, 
citing conver always ceases that communication at the very 
very shortly, ' infancy ; a most extremely rare case they 
to come P f which there have been instances in persons 
time a few 'wsntly could not die by suffocation. Now Jonah 
millions woulected as having this signal peculiariiy. This 
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might serve to quash some scoffs of infidels. But Christians 
do not at all need such a supposition. As to Jonah's suf- 
fering no harm from the digestive power of the sea-monster, 
how should he, if what Hunter and others have asserted be 
true, — that the stomach has no power at aU. to act on a 
living substance ? 

Think now of the prophet in his living tomb I " l^e helly 
ofhell^^ that is, the grave ! Short of death, is it possible to 
conceive so strange a transition of state and feelings ? A 
few hours since he was at Joppa, intending, and eager, for 
Tarshish; where now? and where next? Whither luu he 
fled to, ^^frorn the presence of the Lord?^^ His voyage has 
sped indeed! and in a manner which he would not have 
believed an angel from heaven foretelling to him ! This was 
something that left all wonders and adventures of mariners 
behind ! This was truly to be thrown on a terra incognita^ 
— to discover a place never found before. God had more 
places to send him to than Nineveh; and he found that 
G-od absolutely would choose whither he should go. He 
himself had wilfully prepared for a distant port, but another 
win had prepared " the great Jish.^* We may suppose an 
utter confusion of all thought at first ; — an indistinct con- 
sciousness of something between life and death ; — taken as 
out of the world, — ^yet not into another. Perhaps a kind of 
desperate horror next ; the agony of a man that cannot live, 
nor die. But, by degrees, the amazing fact, that he did 
really live, and continue to live, would bring him to the dis- 
tinct sense of a miraculous and protective Providence over 
him. Every moment would add strength to his impression 
of the Divine Presence ; and he came at length to a state of 
thought, and faith, and hope, capable of prayer. 

(Ch. ii.) Prom how many unthought of, unimaginable 
situations the Sovereign of the world has drawn devotional 
aspirations ! but never, except once, from a situation like 

VOL. I. o 
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this! What is here given as the prophdj's "jpr*^^" is 
douhttess the hirief recollection, afterwards recorded, of the 
kind of thonghts ^ich had Med his mind during his dark 
sojourn ; with the addition of some pious and grateful senti- 
ments caused by the review. This devotional composition 
gives by much the most favourable view of his character. It 
makes us regret thafc he could not be so good a man on the 
surface of the eairth, as- in the depths of the ocean. In 
order to pray in the best manner, he must be unable to see, 
or move, or breathe. The final result, no doubt, of these 
mental exercises, wa», a full consent of his will, that He 
who had sent him hither, should send him anywhere eke he 
pleased, even to Nineveh. And then, the sea-monster had 
to finish hu office by disch^H-ging the prophet on the shore, 
most likely, near Joppa-, — after three days and three nights, 
during which the earth and heaven had been concealed 
from him by such a veil as never was drawn before any 
other eyes ! 

It is to be noted that our Lord declares all this to have 
been a type of Him, (Matt. xii. 40.) We may trace the 
analogy in the being consigned to the deep, and to the 
grave, in order that others might be saved ; — ^the duration of 
time the same in the daa'k retirement ; — ^the coming to light 
and life again, for the reformation of mankind. This cita^- 
tion in the New Testament is an authentication of the 
wonderful history. It may not, perhaps, be impertinent to 
mention a pagan authentication ; — Hercules was fabled to 
have had the same three days in a. fiah. 

We shall just follow Jonah to Ninevah, where we must 
leave him. Surely, his recollections, during the journey, 
would be most vivid. The image of " the great fiah^'* would 
be predominant above those of all the objects that passed 
before his eyes. He came to the great city, described as 
having been more than fifty miles in circuit, and which may 
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be caleukted to luure contained moretiiaa^ half a milHon of 
people. Nineveh was at a great, dutanee horn the scene of 
the wonderful facts^ and we do not kmm wdiethec Jonah 
carried with hiia thither anj witnesser, or «ddMiceay of 
whailt had befallen him; on thateitj's account. 

That he should, would seem a thing oi great inypco'taiaee 
to his suceess^ at least to hia gaining the peopk?st attention;, 
for it does not appear that he showed any ^^d^fnt and 
wvnderi:*' iai Nineveh. Bat eren were xt so, we are stiU in 
the: train of mirade ; a moral miradiB bdn^ rehired to 
accoont £br so nnparalleled. a successi^ Por, what^ eouM! be 
moore inadequate as a eauae, than Hke ^pearanee^ and pro** 
dlaimed deminciatkHi, o£ this nnconieiHating atean^eTy — 
when we consider, that. he. addressed a proud monarch^— a 
corrupt profligate nobility — and hundreds oi thousandft oi 
ignorant, wicked, and idolatrous people P Yet there was a 
speedy, general huimiliation, under the di^idvaaare of a 
€K}d, of whom they could ha^re: known littie oir noduco^ 
before. And whatever del&ciency of eniighiiened nnder- 
standing there might be^ in iMs humiliatixm,. tfaete was- more 
in it thaxL outwaard show, — than' mece sackcloth and adi^a^ 
— for God would not be modted. Bbtw hmg^ this great 
effect might continue, we are not in&»irmed. But for the 
present, it was such thafc ^^God repented Mm" of ike in- 
tended evil ; an expressioi^ accommodated to himian notions 
and language. There was a mighty change in the aspect of 
this vast and proud city ; to many eyes it. would have 
appeared a change for the worse. Suppose there were 
ambassadors there from some of the magnificent monardiies 
of the East,. 1^:^ might tiiink the city miserabfy degraded,^ 
in comparison with it» previous splendid and gay condition, 
— ^the briHiaaaicy of the pala«e aiid court, — ^the array of guards 
and legions, — ^the gay prciiees^ons and amusem^entsy thea- 
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tres, 4&C. But then the Diyine wrath hoyered oyer it ; now 
the Divine clemency shines on it ! . 

To Jonah all this ought to haye been a delightful spec- 
tacle ; but we haye to deplore and hate his most perverse 
temper. Instead of aiding and instructing the people in 
their repentance, he made him a booth outside of the city 
and waited to see its fate ; but strongly apprehending that 
he was now to be exposed for — as he would name it — a 
false prophet. It is very probable, too, (as commentators 
have observed) that there was something of narrow, proud, 
and malevolent patriotism in the case. Just now was the 
right moment, — ^he might thiok, — ^for blotting a proud, 
mighty, hostile, heathen power, from the face of the earth. 
And why should not the Gtod of the Jews do it ? do it in 
fovour of the Jews, who had a claim to be paramount and 
supreme on the earth. We will not attempt to excuse 
him by observing how much of this spirit (and a spirit 
highly extolled) has prevailed among even Christian nations 
toward one another. 

The direction the affair was taking displeased Jonah 
exceedingly — so as to move him to a murmuring and angry 
prayer even for death! yes, for death! — ^but he was not 
well prepared yet to mingle with those spirits among whom 
** there is joy over one sirmer that repenteth,** And how he 
failed, in this point, to be a type of Him that wept at the 
sight of Jerusalem ! It was well for Jonah that his prayer 
for death was not then granted. . He so recoiled from men, 
as to sympathize rather with the dying gourd. Most 
wonderful condescension was displayed in the expostu- 
lations of Q-od with him I WeU may we take the words of 
David, and say, '' JOet us fall into the hands of Gody rather 
than ofmen^ for great are his mercies.*^ The history closes 
upon Jonah in this unhappy temper. We will hope that 
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he retired to practise the lesson taught him by the Nine- 
vites — and to experience the same Divine mercy. 

The general lesson to us, from the whole, ought to be, 
that of the necessity — ^the inexpressibly urgent necessity — 
of a constant discipline of the Divine Spirit, to break down 
all our rebellious dispositions towards God, — ^to constrain 
us, by an almighty force of grace, to an entire submission, 
and a cheerful obedience ; — a cheerful obedience, especially, 
in the promotion of G^od's beneficent purposes. 

Nov. 14M, 1822. 
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THB INCBEASE OP FAITH. 

Tjukk xvii. 5. 

** The Ajpostles said tmto the Lord, Incretue our FaUhJ* 

We are not accustomed to much exactness in the use of 
the term Faith. In its strict acceptation, it means Belief 
on Testimony. But it is often used to express belief on 
any evidence, short of demonstration. And it is often used 
for mere belief — a simple assent of the judgment. But it 
has another and higher sense, in which it is generally used 
in Scripture — namely, such a belief that the proper effect 
of that belief acccompanies or follows it. It is, therefore, 
an influential belief — a persuasive belief— an efficacious 
conviction. Taken in this sense, we easily see that man, 
as a moral agent, can be nothing, scarcely, without it. 
We say, as a moral agent, for there is some portion of the 
action of his nature which may be called merely animal — 
some mechanical, — some instinctive, perhaps, — ^and some 
merely the action of habit. But after this exception, it is 
plain throughout the great system of human action, that 
men act because they believe something, are persuaded of 
something. They apprehend the value, or desirableness of 
certain objects or effects, and believe that certain ways of 
action will attain them; therefore they do those actions. 
This is the manifest state of the matter over the whole field 
of men's temporal interests and pursuits, in all the num- 
berless departments. 
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Now, this is irue Faith^ in exercise on subordinate con- 
cerns ; that is to say, it is perttumve beliefs or efficacious 
eonmcHon. In this subordinate operation then, ^the Son of 
Man'* did ^\find faith on the earth,'' in very great abundance; 
and would, if he were to come now. In this lower sphere 
of its exercise, J^mth has the advants^ of powerful causes 
contributing to ^^i/ncreate" it. Eor example, men feel a 
vOTy lively interest iabout its objects ; therefor^ what they 
do believe :about them, idiey will believe with g^^eat force. 
Their condusiGais are impulses. They are inquisifciv^ and 
diligent to asoerfcain. They are making frequent .practical 
applications and traids. They communicate a .great deal 
with one another on the aubject of their belief and active 
interest. ^ The beliefs of many will be concentrated in the 
belief of eadi one. They beheve in the ^sapaciiy of 
" Legion^* You see the consequence. Men are decidedly 
convinced and assured on a vast variety of matters, and the 
conviction » leffioacious — ^for they proceed accordingly. 

Now the idiought will fiometinnes occur, eould this state 
of mMi's minds but be transferred or extended to the higher 
matters, so that Divine Truth declaring Divine realities 
should be extensively and clearly apprehended, firmly be- 
lieved, and mfluential and efficacious in consistency with 
that belief. But, how easily may we think and talk, what a 
good thing this would be for aU mankind, and at the same 
time forget ourselves. How Httie selfish are we wihen i^ 
order of interests is in question. 

But the disciples were thinking of themsdves, and so 
should we. Consider, our Eaith is our ^iriiual, our 
Christian Powxb. In Idie Scriptures ;it is continually 
exhibited und» this character of power; its deficiency, 
therefore, is our spintoal weakness. It is that by which, 
according as it is great or small, we may tucn all things to 
our highest advantage, or carry on but a profitless com-^ 
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merce ; by which we may " overcome the world" or hardly 
be sure that we are not its slaves ; by which we may do 
much for GTod, or but bring him such a tribute as we should 
be utterly ashamed to think of offering to him. 

Now, it is quite certain that a true judgment will find it 
too little in any man ; and the first great matter is to be 
sensible of the deficiency and the want. Think, ^ moment, 
in what manner men are affected with the sense of want 
under deficiencies of other kinds: for instance, in the case of 
a great prostration of bodily strength, or under a deficiency 
of temporal means, or of any kind of power which we 
earnestly covet. But then, Paith ! — shall a deficiency of 
that glorious power excite no painful sense of want, no 
earnest desires ? 

The deficiency of Faith, and the necessity for its increase, 
may be considered and proved with respect to (1), its ob- 
jects ; (2), its practical results. 

First, as to its objects. Consider, for one thing, the 
compass of our Faith, relatively to the extent and number 
of its proper objects. For the objects of Faith, there is all 
that the Divine Eevelation tells us of, past — ^future — dis- 
tant. Let a man look at the Bible — a man who often 
reads it — and reflect for a little while what he knows there 
is there. It is like ascending to the summit of a lofty hill 
to look round, — how wide, and vast, and various a view ! 
Now, all these things GK>d judged it necessary to speak of 
to men. He perfectly foresaw all, that we should have the 
means of knowing of other things and by other means. 
But not the less for that, he judged it indispensable to 
speak to us himself of all these things which his Eevelation 
contains. And are we prepared to tell him, that he has 
spoken to us of far more things than there was any need, 
propriety, or use ? Are we prepared to mark the parts 
which might more properly have been omitted ? K not,— 
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the scope, the compass of our Faith ought not to be such only 
as if he had told us in his Bevelation a great deal less. 
But then the question is, whether our Eaith, — ^that is to 
say, our influential belief, corresponds in any due measure, 
to this wide and rich extent of the Divine communications ? 
What is our general consciousness in answer to this ques- 
tion ? Have we the ready immediate evidence in our own 
feelings, that our Eaith is extended in an ample compass 
of light, conviction, and power over the field of Eevelation 
to its boundaries P Our general consciousness will soon 
testify to the too narrow scope and extent of our Faith 
relatively to its Objects, 

But it might be a profitable exercise, sometimes, to try it 
in ^or^w^*. Go to any particular parts of GTod's revela- 
tion—one, and another, and say, — " Here is something for 
my faith — ^that is for me to believe, and be in a right 
manner affected by. Has my Faith ever been here ? — ^has 
this really been taken within its compass P It is true, I did 
not discredit or deny this — or this. But, has it ever been 
to me that which the Divine Spirit wrote it here for ? — ^has 
it been to me that instruction — ^impression — ^holy influence, 
for which it was designed ? If not, then my Faith has not 
extended to this — has not included it. And even now, is 
my Faith acting upon it, or it upon my Faith P" 

How often, in such an exercise of trial, shall we find 
cause to repeat, " Increase our Faiths " Widen it, enlarge 
its scope — ^let it comprehend far more of God's communica- 
tions." Let us not say, " There is nothing here for faith, 
in such a sense of the word." Consider in what manner it 
is probable the most devout men may have thought and felt 
at even this part of God's communications. 

Let it not be objected, ^' that this seems to be making 
everything equally important in the Divine Eevelation." 
Certainly not ; there are matters inferior, and matters su- 
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preme. But one tiiuBg is rery certam: — ^that the marc 
effectually Faith is exercked on the nu^emoly im|)ortaAt 
things of X^k>d'B SeiFelatioiL^ the mone will be £»und of what 
ifl instructiTe and beneficial in the iaiarior ones. The t^a- 
tion and ooiBneiXion ef the less with the ffreaJaer wiU be the 
more evidedit askd striking. 

When we Adrert to the ffrcmd matters of the Divine 
Revelation, which are to be the chief ^xbjects of Faith, we 
shall have to deplore its defidenej, sod |ffay " Inereaae awr 
JB^ith.^ How mighiy is the demand made «pon it bj the 
most afwfttlty important realities «nd <doctrines, manifested 
by this divine light ! that is to say, if our Faith is to bear 
a proportion to them. We hardly need to name anwDng 
them the existenoe and glorious attributes of the Almighty, 
though it is Bevelation that has manifested this great dis- 
ject to Faith^ that is to say, the tnie ssid clear idea of 
such a Being. Transcendent idea! One Beonig, who is the 
infinity of all possible excellencies ! If there be an Athdut, 
think what is blotted from his soul ! But we believe — iom 
do we believe? by forgetting ? by disregarding ? 

It is one of the grand things of BeveifltiogQi« tiiat we really 
ore destined to another state of existeooe, xad to live fer 
e^er. Now, with what measure of oompetemoe does our 
Faith meet this its most solemn object ? Let us honestly 
judge by — ^the tendency of ow thoughts to advert to it; — 
its habitual nearness to our minds, as it were impending 
ovier them ; — ^its instant suggestion in our forming of plans 
and projects ; — the depth of feeling aaid interest with which 
we dwell upon itj — th© extreme sense of reality; — ^the 
instant falUing of all other things tmd consideratiaBi to an 
inferior rank ; — ^the ovi^owering force with whieh it is evw 
ready to come in ; — ^the progressive increase of its power as 
we flore going forward ; — ^its becoming mare «tmd more de- 
cidedly a (cauae of pikosun. All this is finth with Tespeot 
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to one of the great objects. If there is far too littie of all 
this, then let us pray, " Increase our Faith,^* 

Another conapicuons point inlDivine iUn^sdationfor Faith, 
is, that the :canclition of man is wretchedly £ftllen, and de- 
pranred, aoed xuiiked. The testimony firom matter of <ylmous 
fact, too, comes in mfch a flood, « torrent, of eyidence. 
!B>row, lor onr Faith, as directed to tfais. !« the pride that 
woold idseny it Ijome down? Do we iiabituaUy recognize 
this sad fact, in thinking of the jaistioe, and mother attributes, 
-of Gtoi.? Is it tiie one thii^ which, incomparably beyond 
aii others, we are anxious to be delivei?ed fix)m ? Does it 
compl^iely reduce us to be willing to be the objects of mere 
«iercy before Godf Does the considcKition of it perfectly 
dispisse us to welcome, with gratitude and joy, ajst method 
w^hich 1^ Divine Mercy may choose and eziiiibit iar 4mT 
deliy^amce P This is Eaiti^ Do we feel Bndi a fidth abso- 
lutely and ooQ^^ntly P If iKxt, what need have we to pray, 
" Increase <mr MdthT' 

iN'ext, there is the grand object of FaiiftL— i^e Saviour of 
Sinners. Kow, as to Him — do we TOceiye with tsimpiticity 
and adoration the multiplied dedaraitaoxiB of tScripture as to 
his Divine nature? — that the Divinity was mysteriously 
combined with the human nsctvKFe in him P Do we maiixtain 
a humble, solemn, and i^atire Teliance on his deal^ an an 
infinibely meritorious sacrifice— a propitiation— en atone- 
ment'? Save we a deep, animfated exercise of l^e afSBction® 
towards him ? Do we entrust our souls wholly to him, with 
a fuU, ^strong addon xs£ our wili? Have we the habitual 
ocKBScioKEsnesB of beiiig adniated by the pnncipde and i^e 
sentiment of being his devoted, faithful disci;^8 and ser- 
vants ? This is living Futh. Who can ^say, he oeed not 
pray, " Increase mvr Wait\ / " 

We may just name the doctrine ^of » Protvidence. Does 
it inspire a humMe confidence ais to our own lot? Does it 
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calm our passions with respect to the strange state of this 
world ? 

A future Judgment. We believe it, with assent. "What 
then ? What influence has it on our conduct P 

Such are the chief objects of Paith, respecting which we 
have to lament and reproach its deficiency. We Lave, in a 
great measure, anticipated what might have been said of its 
deficiency in the practical results. We will just only name 
one or two obvious particulars. 

Faith, deficient with respect to its great objects, will have 
its practical deficiency with respect to — diligent, zealous, 
universal service to God; — ^patience in the prosecution of 
difficult, and, apparently, little successful labours of Chris- 
tian duty ; — steady trust m Gk)d in dark and trying circum- 
stances; — ^the power of resistance against temptation (for 
temptation brings its objects to be placed in competition 
with those which faith has, and it presents them vividly and 
near); — ^the appropriation of the Divine promises ; — the main- 
taining of a decided systematic separation from the world ; 
— constancy and pleasure in religious exercises — (devotion is 
the high health of the soul); — exemption from the oppressive 
fear of death. 

How important, then, is an Increase of Eaith ! 

But how to seek and obtain this P Are we to wait for it, 
with mere indolent wishes P Are we to regard the de- 
ficiency as only so much more for the mercy of GTod to 
forgive ? Are we idly to envy the larger possession of it, 
like some of what we call the fovours of fortune P No. 
Let us apply our minds to contemplate much more, and 
more seriously, the grand objects of Eaith. Let us look and 
reflect most seriously on the greatness of the evils attending 
its narrowness and weakness. Let us contemplate often 
the eminent examples of Faith ; — see what Faith has done, 
especially in times of persecution. Let not the weakness 
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of human nature be pleaded in excuse, when it is seen what 
Faith has accomplished. Let us attentively watch and prove 
whether there be any progress or not; and what are the 
most preventing causes. And then there is the one grand 
expedient, the supreme resource in all things — sprayer to thp 
Great Spirit. 

To enforce all this, let the consideration be often recalled, 
that we are advancing continually and fest towards the point 
where Faith is to leave us. Let it not be a melancholy 
Farewell. 
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LECTUBE XX. 

Elijah's saobipioe. 

1 EIiKGB xviii. 

This piece of sacred history, so wonderM itself, is 
surrounded by wonders, in the preceding and following 
portions ; something like a volcanic tract, where the marks 
of a stupendous agency remain conspicuous on every side. 
The preceding chapter relates the prophet's denunciation to 
Ahab, "There shall not be dew nor rain these years, but 
according to my word." The expression is indeterminate, 
as to the length of time. It imports thus much ; " there 
will be no rain till I shall say that there will, — and that will 
not be for several years." It was, in the event, three years 
and a half. The apostle James says that "Elijah prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain," on the principle that the 
severest chastisement is better than imchecked progressive 
wickedness, and utter ruin. He was then commanded to 
disappear ; and retired into the profoundest solitude, except 
that the ravens found him out, and were made to act like 
ministering spirits to him. They brought him food; his 
countrymen would have administered poison. How they 
were supplied with what they brought to him, it is in vain 
to conjecture. Possibly by depredation on the stores of 
some wealthy idolater; if they were sent to levy such a 
contribution, it would be in vain to attempt to prevent 
them. 

He must have stayed a good while in this solitary retreat, 
— ^for it was " tiU the brook dried up." And it is evident 
that by the time he went to the widow of Zarephath, the 
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land was in & calamitous coniiition, for she had! resigned all 
hope of aay further means of life. (The- miracle of the 
meal and oily and the' restoration of the widow's son.) It 
would^ seem tha/k he remaamed at Zarephath ti^ the end of 
the three jeairs amd six months ; he abode " im ai loft/' we 
are told, (1 Kings iriL 19) a most humblie apartment, we 
may be sure. There were spacious, and sumptuous, and 
magnificent abodes in the land, but hither was sent to dwell 
— ^the person that wa» to go off from the earth, in '^a 
chariot of fire." And here, doubtless^ he receired yisits 
which weU comported with such a destiny. Our imagr* 
nation can easily represent the nature of hia thougJit» and 
exercises, but cannot rise to their devotional exaltation aaad 
solemnity. The utmost efforts to find him out were made 
by the king of IsraeL Was it in pure hatred and revenge, 
— and in order to destroy him ? MucK more probably it 
was as bdifiving that, in some way or other, the continuance 
or removal of the dreadM calamity materially depended on 
EHjaih. Ahab regarded him as having pronounced a 
sentence which no one else could set aside ; as a being who 
had absconded with tiie key of the g»Bat storehouse of 
nature. Buty what should Ahab have tkmght of all his 
prophets^ when they could give him no assistance towards 
discovering Elijah? while neither could they bring down 
one shower,^ — one drop, of rain l 

The state of the land and its inhabitanbs was by this 
time extremely dreadful. "What a picture mdght have been 
exhibited, if the sacred historian, like other histoumns, had 
been disposed to amplify for the purpose ef at striking 
effect 1 Great numbers must" have perished.; the rest were 
in a deplorable state. It is doubtM whether much 
assistance could be obtained from the neighbouring 
regions; for the country of Tyre and Sidon was equally 
afflicted, for Zarephath was there. The cattle were nearly 
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all destroyed, — ^as appears &om Ahab's orders to Obadiah. 
The king himself went out, to survey a part of his desolate, 
miserable realm, and dying population. At every step he 
saw the effects of his abominable idolatries. It was, in 
truth, one vast sacrifice which he had made, and was 
making, to Moloch; a nation of human victims offered, 
with all the brute tribes in addition. For, since they 
perished expressly on account of the false gods, they might 
justly and strictly be accounted as sacrifices; and himself 
was the royal high-priest. But no indication appears of 
repentance or remorse. 

Obadiah would behold the scene with very different 
emotions. He "feared the Lord greatly;" had rescued 
one hundred of the prophets (probably pupils of the 
prophets) from Jezebel's massacre. No doubt, it was just 
for the purpose of such beneficent services to the faithful, 
that a man like this was preserved, by a very special 
providence, safe in such a station. We may be sure he 
was proved to be of high worth and integrity in his office ; 
but he had what would be accounted the most odious of all 
qualities in that QO\xi\r^fidelity to God, 

This man was suddenly encountered by the very last 
person he could expect to see. Elijah had been commanded 
away from his obscure retreat. And he was coming again 
into action in a manner that was worth having remained in 
devout contemplation so long. Obadiah's plea to excuse 
himself is overruled. But, why was not the prophet's 
course directed to meet the king himself, in the first 
instance? No doubt it was that the monarch might be 
compelled to go to meet him, as an homage to the prophetic 
character, and the divine authority. They met; — ^knew 
each other well. — ^Ahab attempted a display of spirit by 
beginning with a reproachful salutation ; but, this was not 
the time. EUjah's maimer and aspect overbore him. The 
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reproach was returned, not in the way of altercation, — ^bnt 
of dignified authority, and with a truth that smote on con- 
science; followed by a command to the king» to call 
together his subjects and his prophets. It does not appear 
that he even explained for what purpose. He was not sent 
to talk to one man alone, even though a king. 

As to the prophet's deportment in this interview, — ^we 
may observe, that his solemn direct commission &on^ the 
Almighty placed him on a ground above the minor relations 
of governor and subject. In ordinary circumstances^ he 
would have been sensible of whatever respect was due to 
the ruler of the people, if any respect was due to a maiv 
who exercised that very office for the most wicked and per- 
nicious purposes ; who promoted, and shared, and surpassed, 
the depravity and impiety of hia people. But here the 
prophet had a high independent capacity to maintain ; he 
was commissioned to speak and act in character of judge 
and dictator. And, we may believe, was far above the 
meanness of any miserable pride in doing so. That which 
he was invested with, in the special capacity of a prophet, 
was in no sense his own. It was not a talent, nor a merit. 
It was an official capacity, of which the dignity, or virtue, 
belonged most simply and entirely to him that conferred it. 
It was something extraneous to the man himself; might be 
conferred, or taken away, in a moment, and at any moment. 
Of all this, the prophets appear to have been kept perfectly 
sensible ; accordingly, it was personal arrogance, when they 
assumed a commanding manner and language. 

Ahab felt it to be something more than a mere command 
of BlijaJi that he should assemble the peoplet at Mount 
Garmel. Therefore he instantly complied, though, doubtless, 
not without internal mortification and refractory feeling. 
" All Israel," it is said, meaning, of course, a good propor- 
tion of them, from all parts, so as to represent the whole, 

VOL. I. p 
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But literally all the avowed priests of idolatry, eight 
hundred and fifty. Their patroness, the queen, would 
concur in ordenng them thither. It was coming to a 
question wheth^ she should msnntam her dominion, with 
reqiect to religion, in the kingdom. The whole aasembling 
multitude (as socm as Mjah was heard of) may be supposed 
to havd surmked that it was to be some grand question eon- 
cMQiog religion* And it would be a mattef of most lively 
itttorest to all, — if they bdieved that the dreadM visitation 
of the iii&iine was implicated with it. 

Could the idolatrous part of the multitude expect rain, 
and bead, from gods that for so long a time could not, or 
would not, give them any ? There is, indeed, no indication 
tiiat they had at all repented of their idolatry, but this 
experience would surely make them less attached to it. 
Hie seven thousand faithful wcmld wish to hope that some- 
thing would be done to shake the honid and cruel 
domination ei £idse religioii. And this might be the wish, 
also, of numbers who had, through fear, yielded to practise 
its rights, — ^with inward shame and self-reproach. But 
Ihink of the eight hundred and fifty priests of idolatry, 
conc^icuously prominent cm the appointed ground, in the 
garbs, and with the ensigns, of their deities, bearing 
evidence of b^g weU fed " at Jezebel's table !" Many of 
them might be real devotees, with heart and soul ; some, 
mere professional officiators, not much thinking or caring 
about the religion itself. Some might be (as in the Bomish 
church) little better than atheists, conscious deceivers of 
the p«o^, but delighting in both thc^ dcmunation and the 
emctonent. On the whole, th^e might be great confidence 
amtmg them that ^y could not have much to apprehend 
from a rencounter with the single, proscribed prophet Elijah.. 
Piresumption is a characteristic attendant on false religion, 
and on a fiEiLnfication of the true, for it inspires a high self- 
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valuation. But thes6 men really bad a grea* deal to sustain 
their presumption. 

The trial, however, was now at haad. " How long halt 
ye between two opinions ? If the JjOtd be God, follow 
him ; but if Baal, foljow him." " And the people answerod 
him not a word;" Was this silence right, on the pftrt of 
the faithful adherents? We think mt; for Elijah's 
address was plainly an appeal to their present convictions, — 
aiftecedently to any proof which he might be about to give. 
(Where was Obadiah m this jtmcture P) Did they thiiA it 
woidd be an ill-timed ostentation, an irreverent disturbance 
of the solemnity of the scene ? — They would plead so aft^- 
wards, no doubt ; would say, " they had been ^te certain 
of ttie result of the prophet's proceedings, — ^and therefore 
it would have been but an affectation of zeal and courage to 
have declared themselves previously." All expressed appro- 
bation of the grand test which he proposed. The proposal 
was too sudden, and too inmiediately to be elecuted, to 
allow those wicked men any time for artful contrivance; 
else, certainly, it would have been attempted, though in 
that case frustrated. 

It was proper that the idolaters should make the ^peri- 
ment first, and most ample time was given them. Some 
delay of their success might even have been of service to 
their cause. Contemplate this immense legion of priests 
calling on Baal, before the waiting, gazing multitude! — 
Behold a sample of that human reason which has itself been 
idolized, — solemnly, perseveringly, Airiously, invoking — ^a 
non-entity-^a vain creation of fimcy — ^and fashioned by that 
£ancy in the most hateful character \ Baal, and Baalim, are 
very indejSmte denominations, being given to a great 
diversity of pagan deities. It is supposed that the chief 
Baal of Palestine was nearly the same as the Jupiter of the 
Greeks and Eomans ; but with a confused participation of 
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the attributes of divers diyimties. In the instance before 
us he seems to have been worshipped without an image. 
This assemblage of priests, most likely, adored a variety of 
gods in this one comprehensive service. The priests of ^' the 
groves" united, though named as a distinct class. '^ They 
called, &om morning till noon ;'* but no answer ; no sign ; 
no flash of electric fire; no demon's invisible torch 
permitted ! For, though there was no Baal there, to hear 
the conjuration, we can easily imagine there were hovering 
there unseen, agents who would soon have lighted the flame, 
if not restrained by superior power. Such aid would not 
have been wanting as that which was permitted for a while 
to the magicians of Egypt. But this time, th<9&e agents 
were to look on, and forbear ! The people abo looked on, — 
vrith intense interest ! There were Israelites waiting to see 
who was their God ! Some of those beguiled sinners would 
wonder at Baal's dday. Some would feel doubt coming on 
their minds, and some would begin to feel scorn. Elijah, 
too, long looked on ; he could give them time. He knew 
he should want little himself. Let all their gods be invoked, 
by all their names and titles ! Let all their incantations be 
expended ! Let their last tribute of idolatrous zeal be fully 
paid! Let. the deluded, miserable populace see how 
tenacious their spiritual tyrants were of their enslaved 
souls! 

It was in silence that the prophet had thus long looked 
on. When he did speak, what would you have him to 
have said F a gentle dissuasion ? — that would have been no 
fit language to the insulters of the Almighty, — and the 
destroyers of the people ! a loud denunciation of vengeance ? 
— that was to be executed, and needed not be spoken. " It 
kcame to pass that Elijah mocked." — (A word or remark on 
sm and ridicule in the service of truth.) We are 
n^ to imagine this as said in a light, bantering tone 
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of pleasantry; as if the prophet would amuse Mmself 
with their unsuccessM impiety; but as an austere and 
bitter rebuke in the form of sarcasm, and it had in it a 
propriety and truth, without which sarcasm and ndicule 
have no point. Some such thing as he, in mockery, sug- 
gests, was to be supposed by them to account for their 
failure. " He is a god," " as you assume, — ^and favo'irable 
to you. There must therefore be some occasional cause of 
this his inattention. Is he not talking, pursuing, in a 
journey, or asle^ep ?'* Now this was quite pertinent, be- 
cause the heathens did suppose such things might happen, 
to prevent the gods hearing them. Le Clerc illustrates 
from Homer — Jupiter had a bed, and sometimes went to 
sleep — Thetis could not obtain a desired boon from Jupiter, 
because he was gone on a journey to Ethiopia, and was not 
to return for twelve days. Baal*s worshippers, we may be 
sure, were not less gross in their notions; and therefore 
such things were justly thrown in their teeth. "Will any 
one say this was too harsh, and almost cruel, when Elijah 
saw the wretched men thus labouring in vain ? "What I 
in the land of Israel ? — among a people perishing under 
the effects of the abominations which these men had pro- 
moted among them ? What ! after these wicked men had 
doubtless abetted Jezebel in killing all the teachers of the 
true religion that could be found P 

After hours of vain invocation, they had recourse to their 
most wild and barbarous rites ; leapt upon the altar — cut 
themselves. Now, this was no newly invented expedient 
of theirs, prompted by despair. These were customary 
rites in the worship of several heathen deities. It was 
like a judicial doom, that those who would worship flalse 
gods, should do it at the cost of plaguing and torturing 
themselves. Miserably exhausted many of these priests 
must have become, but the will was resolute, inflexible, and 
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inyincible ; ^hej went oi^ iSl near the time of the Jewish 
" eyening sacrifice." Stili no Toice, — ^no auspicious sign, — 
no fire. The great assembly that witnessed this long 
process^ had to make their reflections. The great majorUy 
had to r^ect, that these were the personages to whom 
thej had long surrendered their judgments;, their con- 
sciences, and the religbi). of the God of Israel ; that these 
had been their accepted ii^f^rcessors with invisible power. 
They had to consider in what degree themselyes might be 
involyed in the consequences which now would seem to 
impend. It w^s too much to hope that divine justice 
would entirely dissever the ?»tribution. 

Elijah knew his i^pointed moment. Think what a 
mighty tide of feeling would rush toward him when he 
summoned the people to a new ground, and a different 
altar! A ruined altar which he had to rebuild; it was 
left undone tiU then, — that there might be no air of pre- 
vious assumption, (" I will wait to see whether an altar will 
be wanted ;") nor of careful preparation ; the stones had 
remained out of their place, that every one of them might be 
laid under the inspection of so many observers. And then 
the water was poured three times. See how rigorously the 
G|t)vemor of the world would authenticate a miraculous in- 
terposition. This "water" would be a most formidable 
circumstance in the view of the idolatrous priests. It was 
truly a strange preparation for a burnt sacrifice in the 
presence of those to whom not one spark had been afforded 
by heaven, or earth, or hell ; when the active spirit of that 
element seemed as profoundly asleep as Baal himself. No 
sign of it — ^no blue sulphureous element had begun to 
appear round this new altar — ^no meteors to hiss and glare. 
But there was to be a fire, under which the water, and the 
very stones, were in a moment to vanish ? An emblem, — 
may we not consider it ? — or rather a precursory sparkle. 
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and beam, ai^d specimen of that fire to Triueh, one day, the 
gk>be chall be a sacrifice, in contempt of all its oceans I 
But that fire will leave no more controrersies to be decided 
between God and false diyinities. 1%at will be a funeral 
fiame, as to the dominion of the powers of evil, in this 
world ; but it will not be lighted till all is ready tor the 
sacrifice, as Elijah's fire was not. (And nothing is more 
solemn than a short delay in an awfiil crisis.) It did not 
come till he had distinetly invoked Mm, to whose sole 
divinity it was to testify. The whole assembly were clearly 
to understand what Being it was on whom he called for 
the demonstrative sign, which had irradiated the cloud 
before the camp of Israel. The fire, if it came, was to 
second that which had flamed on Sinai, and which had 
descended on Sodom. It was to be a fire of intelligence, 
as well as power. It was to be Elijah's prayer converted 
and returned in flame. The prophet's prayer was, that the 
very tbttth might lighten on the scene, — and consume all 
question, doubt, and subterfuge. The Invisible Presence 
was there ; the thunder-bolt was ready ; and as soon as he 
had ended, " it felL" And neither sacrifice, nor altar, nor 
water, remained! The whole materials of the testimony 
were consumed ; as the book of divine revelation will perish 
in the last fire, that fulfils its predictions. 

The effect was irresistible on the multitude. " When all 
the people saw it they fell on their faces : and they said. 
The Lord, he is the GK)d ; the Lord, he is the Gh)d." As to 
the priests of idolatry, it is in literal obedience to the divine 
law, given to the Israelites, that they were aU put to death. 
(Deuteronomy bdii. 5.) And the heap that was probably 
raised over their dead bodies, ought to have been to the 
people a monument, as conspicuous to thought as Carmel 
was to their view. 

To our thought, too, the whole transaction should be con- 
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spicuooB and xnoniLmental. We tbink — how poweifbl and 
how holy a Being was manifested then. Let ns not forget 
to consider, too, that it was the same being in whose 
presence noe are eveiy moment; and under whose govern- 
ment we shall be for ever. Let us reflect how all idolatry, 
that of which ioe may be guilty, is to be dreaded in such a 
presence. And let us think how the adoration is to be 
performed, — ^and how the mercy is to be propitiated of a 
Gt>d whose justice is a ^ consuming fire.'* 

JVboMititfr 25, 1822. 
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THS WINTEB, AJSTD ITS MOBAL AlTALOeiES. 

PsAiiic Imv. 17. 
" Thou hast made — ^wihtbb.'* 

Iir a former instance in a mucli more pleasant season, we 
attempted to turn tbe season itself to some religious 
account, by means of a few reflections suggested bj its 
peculiar cbaracter. It is our fault, if anj yerj marked part 
of tbe great vicissitudes of tbe natural world in wbicb we 
are sojourning sbaU pass by us witbout yielding instruction, 
— ^instruction of a special kind, as well as that wbicb we 
sbould be reaping from all our time. Tbere is some peculiar 
inscription by " tbe finger of God" on eacb presented view 
of bis works. 

Tbe winter is generally felt an unpleasing and gloomy 
season of tbe year ; tbe more desirable is it to make it 
yield us some special good, by way of compensation. Tbe 
practicability of doing tbis, displays tbe excellence of mind 
above matter, and tbe advantage of religion. Tbe sky is 
gloomy; — tbe ligbt brief and faint ; — ^tbe earth torpid, sterile, 
and deprived of beauty ! tbe whole system of tbe elements 
ungenial, like a general refusal of nature to please us, or 
afford us any thing. Well, but kind, with tbe aid of 
wisdom and religion, may not only flourish within itself, but 
may compel the very winter to afford assistance to its doing 
so. It may raise a richer produce than what tbe agricul- 
turist can in spring and summer. And perhaps the truth 
is, that wisdom and piety might find or make all seasons 
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and scenes nearly eqnal in point of yielding the most 
valuable advantage. There are gratifying examples to this 
purpose. 

Let US consider, for a few moments, what the winter 
season might offer in aid of instructiye reflection. And we 
may revert to the expression of the text, " Thou hast made — 
winter." Gh)d's work and wisdom in it are to be regarded. 
The Almighty Maker has fixed in the order of the world 
that which is the natural cause of the winter: a most 
remarkable adjustment of supreme wisdom and power, 
appearing at first view, something like irregularity and 
disorder, — ^that is, the inclination of the earth's lyxiy. We 
may note the signal benefits of this a^ustm^it to the 
whole earth, (stated by Dr. £eill) as contrasted with what 
the consequences would have been of a positicm which 
would have made the seasons always the same. After this, 
we may observe that the winter illustrates to us the b^e- 
fioent principle of distribution acted on by the Sivine 
Providence. We must have our winter, in order that the 
inhabitants of another part of the world may have their 
summer. Not but that even we, separately considered, are 
the better for this order : but set that out of view, and even 
suppose it were not so, — ^the people of the southern hemi- 
sphere need to have their season of light and warmth, to 
make their allotted ground productive, and ripen its pro- 
duce. The sun and the fine season, leave us, to go to them. 
The winter, therefore, seems to inculcate upon us a great 
lesson of equity and charity, — ^that we should be willing to 
share the benefits of the system with the distant porticma 
of our great wide-spread &mily, — ^willing to part with a 
pleasing possession for a season, for their sakes, even if we 
could retain it. And the lesson might be brought down to 
matters within a narrower circle. 

Again, — the winter should, by the very circumstance of 
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its unproductiyeness, remind us of the care and bounty of 
diyine Providence, in t^t other seasons are granted us 
y/fidck foirnisli supplies £»r this, and for the whole year. 
There is to be a se^spn producing nothii^g, but therefore 
there are seasons produdng more thai^ their shiure. The 
winter may admonish' us, of these odder climates, how 
entirely we are at the mercy of the Sovereign Lord of 
nature,^ — ^how who}ly dependent on the order which he has 
e^tablished. This is l^ss obvious i|i those regions where 
they have no winter, in our sense of the w<Hrd* But h^re^ 
look at the earth (speaking genersklly) ! look s^t the trees ! 
an obdurate negation ; — fOL appearance of having ce^^ed tQ 
be for us ; — ^under a mighty interdict pf Heaven I "We 
might nearly as well go to the graves of the dead, to ask for 
sympathy and aid. The ground seems not willing to yield 
us 2my thing but a grave ; and thfif it is yieldi4g every day 
to number^ to whom it would have yielded nothing elsQ ! 
Striking consideration! that for thu servipe the earth is 
always ready. How many graves for the dying it will s^ka:^ 
duripg these months, in which it will afford no 8usten{Mic9 
to the living ! Would it not be a most solemn manifestii- 
tion, if we could, in the living crowd, discern those to whom 
the earth (the ground) has but one thing more to supply ? 

Observe, again,— the winter has a character of inclemency 
and rigour, — has ideas and feelings associated with it of 
hardship, infelicity, suffering. In this, it should be adapted 
to excite thoughtful and compassionate sentiments respect- 
mg the distress and suffering that are in the world ; the 
distr^sseq attendant in a special manner on the season itself; 
bi^t abo hardships, distresses, oppressive situations, con- 
sidered generally. Such consideration should naturally be 
promoted by the grave character of the season, in which 
nature seems clad in mourning. The fair and cheerful 
aspect of the world is veiled, as if, that our thoughts may 
take another directi(m. 



Digitized 



by Google 



220 THE WIKTBB, 

Another thing worth observing is, that winter discoyers, 
in a somewhat special manner, the dispositions of mankind 
thus; — ^men are in that season reduced more to their own 
resources, — ^are deprived of a delightful scene of varieties, 
liberties, and entertaining circumstances and occupations ; 
— are much more driven home, as it were, to themselves 
and their own means ; — and their dispositions are shown in 
what they vnll now choose to do ; — ^we mean in such part 
of their time as is really at their disposaL How pleasing it 
would be, to see generally a recourse to such expedients for 
spending that time, as should tend to individual and social 
improvement. It is so we trust, in many instances. It is 
generally so in some countries, at least one, that is, Iceland. 
But look at a large portion of our community, occupied in 
vain and dissipating amusements. Some in revels of ex- 
cessive festivity, — ^in convivial assemblies for utter trifling 
and levity — card parties — ^theatres. Winter thus shows 
what persons vnll choose by preference, when the dreary 
state of the natural world throws them ^ upon their own 
means. But what will the vain and thoughtless do, when 
the world, vdth all its Beasana,Jlnally exdudes them P 

" Say, dreamers of gaj dreams I * 
How will jou weather an eternal night 
Where such expedients &il !" — NiaHT Thoughts, II. 

Tet again, as to winter, — ^though it is the darker portion 
of time, it may possibly not be the darker portion of the 
history of mamkind. Some of the most dreadful of their 
courses of crime have generally been considerably suspended 
during that season. We allude especially to their horrid 
slaughters under the name of war. Though indeed the 
unrelenting fury of late wars has made exceptions to this. 

Another thing observable of winter is, — ^how strikingly it 
shows the transitoiy quality of the beauty, variety, magnifi- 
♦ « Say, tiiflers, say," MS. 
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cence, and riclies, which had been spread over the natural 
world. Becall to your imagination what you so lately 
beheld and admired. (Brief description of the scene as in 
spring and summer.) All vanish like a dream ! gone into 
air, into the dust, and into dead masses ! It is amazing to 
think what an infinity of pleasing objects have perished ; 
so soon perished and gone ! Just as yesterday the fair pro- 
fusion was here ; now it is no more to us than the earliest 
beauty of Eden. It is gone, and for ever gone ! never to 
be that beauty again, that is, identically. The change is as 
if some celestial coimtenance had for a while beamed in 
smiles on the earth, but were now averted to some other 
world ; and then the earth had no power to retain the glory 
and beauty ; they disowned and lefb it ; and lefb us on the 
bare ground over which the vision of enchantment had been 
spread. 

May we not here find an instructive emblem of another 
order of things ? Think of the bloom and vigour, and ani- 
mated action and expression of the human person, destroyed 
by sickness or disease ! Think of delightful hopes, shedding 
spring and summer on the heart, suddenly extinguished! 
Think of a state of exuberant prosperity changed by a rapid 
reverse to one of difficulty, calamity, or desolation ! (Job.) 
Examples are occurring in all times. You have seen men 
displaying themselves in splendour and pomp, as if they 
thought themselves mirrors to reflect the sun, — ^putting all 
sorts of men, and things, alid arts, in requisition — assem- 
bling aroimd them the wealthy, the gay, the fashionable, 
and the tribe of self-interested flatterers. They have had a 
brilliant and envied career for a while, but the effect of 
public calamity, or of individual disaster has suddenly come 
upon them, and they have passed from the glare and sun- 
shine of a summer state to a dreary winter of condition, 
almost without an interval ! Or there has been a more mode- 
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rate and modest state ; easy, plenty, and comfort, — but this 
changed to loss, ruin, and indigence, — ^a winter indeed! 
Or there is recollected some instance of a man who has 
seen his fiamilj grown up, or nearly so, and entering on life 
under the most promismg appearances. But several of 
them, within a short space of time, have been smitten by 
death, — another, through ill-judged or unfortunate connec- 
tions has been plunged in mis^ for life; — ^and anoth^ 
perverted irrecladmably to a reprobate course. Alas ! ^ is 
gloomy and oppressive winter with him ! The sight of the 
graves of those who are gone, makes winter, though aH the 
bloom and verdure of spring were smiling round; — or a 
visit to his unfortunate child; — or the very name of 1^ 
depraved one ! The conidderation of the trausitorineiss of 
the beauty and glory of the year, as forced upon us by the 
winter, easily carries our thoughts to these parallel things 
in the condition of hiuiian life. 

There is another thing which the winter may suggest to 
our thoughts, namely, that resemblance to it which there 
may be in the state of the nund, in respect to its best in- 
terests. The dreary season and scene may thus impress a 
salutary admonilson. Indeed the contrary season mig^t do 
it, though it were in the way of contrast. But let not the 
adm(mition by resemblance be lost upon us. Is a man 
afiraid to timi from the gloom and cold without to see what 
there is within? Would he even rather contemplate and 
endure the greater rigours of a still more northern oHmate 
awhile, than to take a sojourn in his own soul F Yes ; there 
are persons who would rather be wherever our adventurers 
in search of the north-west passage may probably now be, 
than ^'make diligent search" into the state of their own 
spirits. And truly the winter in the soul is fer worse than 
any season and aspect of external nature. Suppose a con- 
trary state to be fully prevalent in the soul, how small an 
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efvil, compafatitelj, then^ would be all that is inclement and 
gloomy in the seasons and scenes of natnfe! Suppose 
eommuniom with heaven, — ^animated aflfections, ardent de- 
To1io& to Gt>d ted our Eedeemer, — a strong exercise of 
imploring fcuth, a dwelling with delight among the truths, 
promises, and anticipative visions, which GKkL has revealed, 
like walking and regaling among the trees of paradise, — a 
v%orou8 prosecution of holiness, and the jojs of a good con- 
sdence! Why if such a man were placed in the frozen 
zooe (and eouM live there), he would be happy ! He would 
have a triumph oter the rigours of nature ! There would 
be feeble and obHque rays of the sun, or for a while, none at 
all ; but dnrect beams fifom the throne of heaven ! Or place 
him in our region, and the light of his soul, the ever burn- 
ing lamp, blazing with element from the empyrecd sky, 
would overpower the darkness of our gloomiest season ; the 
vernal spirit within would to him transform the desolate 
aspect ! But let all this be reversed, and what a desolation ! 
With such a state within, the most delicious scene on 
earth would be blasted. Eden itself was so to otir first 
parents when they had sinned! Ohl what aoi intense 
winter men may carry within their own leasts, whatever 
be the season in external nature ! 

We have spoken of resemblance, — ^but observe one striking 
point of diferenee; namely, the natural winter will cer- 
tainly and necessarily, from a regular and absolute cause, 
pass away, aft^ a while \ not so, tiie spiritual winter. It 
is in the established nature of the thing, that the brighter, 
warmer seascm should return, with all its appropriate phe- 
mHnena ; — ^we have only to wait and do nothing, and there 
is nothing we can do. It does not belong to the constitu- 
tion of the human nature that the spiritual warmth and 
animation must come, must have a season. Look at dull 
apprehension, — cold affections, — ^torpid conscience, — ^unac- 
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tuated will — these may continue so, tbrougli the ensuing 
spring and summer, forward to the next winter, and may 
resemble that winter more completelj even than they 
resemble this; analogous to material nature in this one 
point, that the longer the cold continues, the more intense it 
will become. It would be a melancholy kind of observation 
and comparison for a man to make, as the spring com- 
mences and advances, to compare the brightening and 
lengthening days with his spiritual views and intelligence ; 
— ^the evident progress, with his fixed and obdurate same- 
ness; — ^the opening blossoms with his religious emotions, 
desires, aspirations, resolutions ; — ^the prevailing warmth at 
length, and full character of Hfe, with the habitual temper 
of his heart ; — or finally, to observe the precious and ripened 
produce, but the case with himself answering to those 
words, " the harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we — 
/ — ^not saved!" All this may be; in numberless cases it 
toill be. Shall it be so with us ? But how else should it 
be, with the man that carelessly lets it all alone ? What a 
glorious thing on the other hand, if we should escape firom 
our winter of the soul by an equal progress with that by 
which external nature will certainly escape ! 

"We might follow out the analogy to a wider extent, 
applying it to a state of a religious society ; — of the great 
community of a nation, — of the general himian race. It is 
enough just to suggest these applications. How glorious 
when the probable import of that prophecy shall be realized, 
" the desert shall rejoice cmd blossom as the rose /" 

"We will note but one more point of analogy which has 
already occurred to every one's thoughts, namely, the 
resemblance of winter to old age^ The direct resemblances 
are too obvious to need illustration. We shall just only 
name Dne or two. Those in the earlier seasons of life are 
sensible that they look on the aged as in life's winter. But 
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whether they are disposed to entertain a wicked contempt, 
or a benevolent respect, let them never forget that they too 
are to come to that winter, unless prematurely cut off. 
Those who are now aged were so admonished in their earlier 
seasons. The old age of the wise and good resembles the 
winter in one of its most favourable circumstances, that the 
former seasons improved have laid in a valuable store ; and 
they have to bless G-od that disposed and enabled them to 
do so. But the most striking point in the comparison, after 
aU, is one of unlikenesB. Their winter has no spring to 
follow it — in this world. It is to close, not by an insensible 
progression into another season, but by a termination, abso- 
lute, abrupt, and final ; a consideration which should shake 
and rouse the most inveterate insensibility of thoughtless 
old age. But the servants of G-od say, ^^ That is well!" 
They would not make such a gradation into a spring of 
mortal existence, if it could be put in their choice. Their 
winter, they say, is quite the right time for a great transi- 
tion. It was in nature's winter, (or towards that season) 
that their Lord came to the earth ; it was in the winter that 
he died for their redemption ; and the winter of their life is 
the right time for them to die that the redemption may be 
finished. And there is eternal spring before them ! What 
will they not be contemplatiag of beauty and glory while 
those who have yet many years on earth are seeing return, 
ing springs and summers ! 

This may suggest a last observation that the gloomy 
circumstance of winter on our globe, points to the desi- 
rableness of an abode where there shall be nothing like 
winter; or of a mode of existence quite superior to all 
elemental evils. The theory of such a condition of existence 
we cannot distinctly form in our minds ; but so much the 
better; for that would imply such a resemblance to the 
present economy, as one should be reluctant to admit. So 

VOL. I. Q 
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much the better that " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor 
the heart been able to CQnoeire the things that Gt>d hath 
prepared." 

Deemher 19, 1822 
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THE END OF THB YSAB. 
f SALM XC. 9. 

We spend our years as a tale that is told. 

This psaJm being ascribed to Moses, its pensive staram 
maj be deemed to bave a particular reference to tbe 
condition of tbe Israelites in the sojourn in tbe wilderness, 
under tbe doom of consuming away tbeir lives tbere. 
Nevertbeless, tbis pensive strain bas been felt in barmony 
witb tbe sentiments of tbe most tbougbtful persons ever 
since. No part of tbe ancient scriptures is less obsolete 
tban tbis. It is a picture still true to nature. Human 
life, viewed generally, bas not since brigbtened up into a 
scene of joy and triumpb. Tbe brief description of tbe 
state in paradise, is felt to belong to a departed and remote 
economy ; tbat given in tbis psalm is instantly felt to be 
appropriate to tbe present condition of man. Tbis 
representation applies itself and &stens close npon tbe real 
subject. Tbe beautiful and splendid images brongbt from 
tbe beginning of our bistory, or sbaped since by fine 
imagination, stand off into tbe air, from tbe reality ; a fair 
vision, but no more attached to tbe actual substance tban 
tbe beautiful clouds or tbe rainbow, will descend or 
permanently rest on tbe surfsice of tbe ground. 

One circumstance of tbe description is, — ''We spend 
our years as a tale tbat is told." Tbis seems to express 
botb a necessary fact, and a censure. Tbe rapid con- 
sumption of our years, — ^tbeir speedy passing away, is 

«2 
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ineyitable. But thej maj be spent also in a trifling 
manner, to little valuable purpose, which would complete 
the disconsolate reflection on them, by the addition of guilt 
and censure. 

"Wb have been consuming our years ; we have very nearly 
expended another; — think how nearly it is gone fipom us! 
Yonder, as it were behind, is the long lapse of it. As if 
we stood by a stream bearing various things upon it away. 
We can look back to its successive times and incidents, as 
what we were present to. But Omnipotence cannot take 
us back to meet again its commencement, or any portion or 
circumstance of it. We are present, now, to one of its 
latest diminutive portions, which Omnipotence cannot with- 
hold from following the departed. We are occupying it, 
breathing in it, thinking in it, for nearly the last time; 
little more of it is remaining than time enough for bidding 
it a solemn and reflective farewell ! A few hours more, 
and the year can never be of the smallest further use to us, 
except in the way of reflection. And it is a serious thing 
to say that of any valuable thing included in our portion on 
earth ; a thing that antecedently was of great direct value, 
— rvalue for actual use, — ^now of none but for thought. For 
there is a great diflerence between the possible good from a 
valuable thing in possession, or that is to be in possession, 
— ^and the good that afterwards might be gained by merely 
thinking of it when it is gone. Suppose the case of a 
considerable amount of property that was possessed, or in a 
man's power, but is so no longer, — spent, — ^perhaps wasted 
or lost. Now, a man who can think wisely, may derive 
some good from it, even after it is gone. But, how 
diflerent his situation from that of having it in his power, 
and with wisdom to use it well. So in the case of having 
lost by death a highly valuable and useful friend. Apply 
this to our case with respect to the departed year. 
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But let us first stop to observe, — ^that in haying had this 
whole year, we have had more of valuable time, than we 
had any right, at the beginning of it, to assure ourselves of. 
All that we could say at the beginning was — ''Such and 
such things may be effected, for ourselves — for others, — ^for 
God, — IF our lives are prolonged." But we did not know 
that we should have so much riches of time to spend. The 
event has proved that we were to have the whole year, with 
all those possibilities of good. 

!N"ow, to return to what we were observing. We may yet 
gain some good £rom the past year, by wise reflection. But 
there is a vast difference between the measure of any good 
that can now so be gained, — and the measure of that good 
which was possible to be gained during the possessions and 
expenditure of the year. Place yourselves in thought, back 
at the beginning of it, and remember that there you actu- 
ally did stand, — ^that it was no imaginary point of history. 
I%en you might say, " What is possible to me in the whole 
length of this commencing year, if the Divine Will shall 
prolong my life throughout it^ in moderate health ? — what 
is possible in a space of nearly four hundred days ? My 
ordinary worldly business and cares absolutely must fill a 
main share of the time. But even in this (by aid firom 
above,) there ma^ be, perhaps, a purer conscience main- 
tained, and a more habitual sense of the divine presence. 
There mat/ be, in almost four hundred days, a vast number 
of— most serious thoughts — pointed reflections of self- 
examination, and self-judgment, — distinct references to God 
and eternity,-— earnest desires afber an assured and unques- 
tionable interest in Jesus Christ, — petitions deliberately 
conceived and addressed to the Almighty, — efforts at a 
clearer apprehension of divine truth, — efforts to recall and 
te-apply, important admonitions, — efforts for practical self- 
correction, — efforts to make something that we think, or 
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that we can do, useful to fellow-mortals." Compute now 
the sum of all these individual things, — ^if eiSected, what a 
happ7 enrichment of our spirits and our life! What a 
value at the time, and forward through life and into eternity 1 
Now when the year began, all this was possible. The 
ooming year contained all these possibilities ; like a mine in 
which it is certain there is a mass of precious treasure, 
which may be dug for, and will be found, if the labour is 
applied; like a field of great and certain fertility. The 
ciitsumstance that we were not sure' of the whole year, made 
only this difference, that the duty was still the more urgent 
to improve it, j^art hy part, as it might be given to us. And 
why should not all this that was possible, have been 
realized? Beflections on the then past year enforced an 
earnest endeavour, regret, and perhaps remorse came in to 
reinforce it. Time was evidently acquiring an aggravated 
value and importance in our hands by diminution. We had, 
perhaps, known of unhappy instances of that being the last 
year to persons who had failed of making the wisest use of 
their former ones. There were, perhaps, brought to our 
view, the most grave and forcible considerations applicable 
to the case, and corresponding resolutions were most de- 
liberately formed. Then, rp we have failed greatly, why 
have we failed? It were desirable the cause should be 
well understood. 

And here it may be observed, that one of the points, if 
there was a neglect of tJiaty may account for a failure in all 
the rest ; — ^namely, constant earnest petitioning for divine 
influence and assistance. For the instruction suj^lied by 
all our years has been to little purpose, if we are not 
beocmie fully aware of one plain fact, that which was 
expressed in our Lord's sentence—** Without los ye can do 
nothing." In other words, that it is only through the 
medium of G^od that we can effectually attempt any of the 
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most important things, because we have a nature tlmt is 
unadapted to them,— repugnant to them, — ^revolts £rom 
them. BecoUect such things as we were naming as what 
might haye been in the past year. Cknild the impulse of 
these intenlnbns, — these aims, — these attempts, be effective 
bj the mere fefce of the soul itself P Ho, no ; the ease 
would be like that of the man who stretched out his hand 
to a sacred object, " and behold it was withered !" Or, as if 
some implement requiring to be kepb in a high tempera- 
ture for some criticid operation, were held forth to be 
applied, but became frozen in this winter aianosjdieie. But 
it is from the heart that the frost proceeds ! Oh ! that &tal 
source and cause of disability tmd &ilure ! It ia therefcure 
only through an agency, and, shall we say, an element of 
diyinity, pervading and surrounding us, that we can reach 
forth with an effectual effort There&re, again^ if during 
the past year, we &iled in the essential point of imploring 
that Divine Spirit to animate us,*— well might we fail in the 
rest! 

But we win not assume so gloomy a &et as that the case 
has been wholly thus. It is the coneem of each one's eon- 
science ; but we will hope that in more than a few instances, 
some good measure hae been effected of what was the grand 
purpose for which' the departed year was given. And who- 
ever be the persons of whom this is true in the greatest 
degree, they are the happiest that the year has left alivoj — 
extremely happy in this, that they do not need the year that 
is coming on. How happy! as compared with what the 
thoughtless or the worldly may envy the most, l^ere are 
men who have within the past year oome into possession oi 
great wealth. Th^ wfll want anoth» yeaar! Ask them 
whether it be so or not ? ISiere are men who have brought 
a great worldly scheme to a point of signal success ; who 
have come back in safety and triumph from a long and 
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hazardous adventure. There are men who have reached the 
arduous summit of intellectual attainment and honour. 
But show us the man for whom, (u a ChrisHan, the past 
year has done the most ! and then, if he might take all these 
fine things insteady — ^let a sober voice, let anj voice say, 
whether he should ! if he could and did, what should he do 
with them, if within a few months hence he were summoned 
to die P and tJten what should he do without the things he 
would have surrendered in exchange ? 

But however the case has really been with us, we return 
to the observation, that the year has now gone (all but one 
day) beyond our making any advantage of it, except in the 
way of reflection. It is like a seed-time gone, and the tract 
of ground sunk under the sea. It is as a treasure-house 
burnt ; but of which, nevertheless, we may find some little 
of the gold melted into a diflerent form in the ashes. Let 
us then, in parting vdth the year, try to gain from it the last 
and only thing it can give us, — some profit by means of our 
thoughts reaching back to what is gone. Each serious mind 
will have its own kind of reflections. There are just a few 
of a very general nature which we will close by briefly 
suggesting. 

Sentiments of a grateful kind should be among the first 
to arise in every one's meditation on the past year. It 
should be so if the fact be, that in the whole year there has 
not been an hour — a moment, in which we did not owe 
gratitude. What then must be the sum ? There has been 
an exercise in the most perfect sense, tncessant, of a bene- 
ficent Providence, maintained, while an infinity of things 
have been in operation, and among them a legion of evils. 
Think a moment what mi^hi have been. A tremendous 
vision of possible evils arises at the thought ! Think too, 
what can we say that we could claim, by desert, from the 
righteous Governor of the world ! Then think where we 
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are left, in point of obligation, at the close of the year t 
And whether we are fit to enter on another year without 
gratitude ! If we have no right estimate and feeling for the 
past mercies of God, how are we. to receive present and 
future ones with a right feeling ? Por future duty we shall 
want to have motives ; think, if all the force that should be 
motive could be drawn in the form of gratitude, from one 
year's mercies of God, and as it were converged to a point, 
what a potent motive that would be! "We have to look 
back over the year to collect this force. And not to do so, 
is to forego one of the benefits which might be derived from 
it even after it is gone. 

Another consideration is, that our last year has been 
added to an irrevocable account. It has passed into the 
record of heaven, — into the memory of God ! The seal of 
eternity has been put upon it ; so that it stands irreversible 
for ever ; — stands an unalterable portion of our everlasting 
existence. The awful force of this consideration comes 
peculiarly upon the moments and feelings when we could 
wish some parts of it altered. And think with what force 
it would come if it were under a mere economy of divine 
justice. But then, what a glorious appointment of the 
divine merc^ is that which can reverse the effect — ^the actual 
consequence, of the guilty portion of the past year ; — ^reverse 
it as to the appropriate and deserved retribution. But this 
doctrine of mercy must not be abused, and therefore, — 
another thing in our review of the past year should be to 
observe what there has been in it which ought not to be in 
another. Let a careful and even severe account be taken 
of those things ; and then say, whether it be not enough 
that the past year bears on its character such things for 
ever. Let them be strongly marked as what ought not to 
pass the dividing line between this year and the next ; and 
let them be earnestly opposed when: they shall come to do 
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80. "Would tliat an angel, as with a flaming sword, miglit 
stand on the border to repel them ! The Almighty Spirit 
can do this for us. 

Here may arise a further reflection in the form of a que»- 
tion ; — ^what would have been our situation, if the whole of 
the jear had not been given to us? Would less have 
sufficed as to the supreme purpose of life ? Can we go back 
in thought, to points and periods of it and say, — ^there, in its 
earlier months,— or there, at the middle, owr time might have 
closed, and all would have been well ? or, if near the end, 
or yesterday, or to-day, our time had dosed, all had been 
well ? But if there be not ground for a humble confidence 
that all would haye been well, the year closes ill. And can 
there be a mightier admonition for the commencement of 
another year. 

One more consideration may be, that our year has been 
parallel, (shall we say ?) to that of those persons who hare 
made the noblei^ Tise of it. We can represent to oursebea 
the course of the most dcToted servants of God through 
this past year, in various states and modes of ^nployment. 
Now we had just the same hours, days, and months as they. 
Let the comparison be made. Why was the day, the weds, 
the month, of less value in our hands than in theirs? And 
do we stand for ever dissociated from them upon this year ? 
How desirable that ve may be associated with them during 
the next, if Gt>d pndong our life ? 

Another reflection may be, on onr further ezp^ence of 
mortal li&, and the world. We have seen it — ^tiied it — 
judged it, thus much longer. Has the estimate brightened 
upon us by experience? Have we obtained a practical 
reflitation of the sacred oracles that have pronounced 
'^ Vanity " upon it ? Now the results of experience should 
really stand for something in our views of this mortal state, 
— and in the degree of our attachment to it. And besides. 
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what should be the effect of this further knowledge of tho 
nature and quality of this mortal state P There should be 
some effect from the mere circumstance of one year's diminu- 
tion of ova occupancy of this state. Our interest upon it 
is contracted to so much narrower a breadth. At first we 
may be said to have had vital ties to the whole extent of 
this mortal life; — an interest in each portion of it as it 
was coming to be ours. We held to life by each year of 
the whole allotment. But each year withdrawn cut that 
tie, like the cutting in succession of each of the spreading 
roots of a tree. The consumption of this last year has 
cut away another of these holds on life, these ties of con- 
nexion and interest. !N'ow there should in spirit and feeling 
be a degree of detachment in proportion. 

In whatever way we consider the subtraction of one year 
from our whole allotment, it is an important circumstance. 
It reduces to a narrower space the uncertainty of life's con- 
tinuance. At the beginning we might, for anything that 
could be known, live but one or a few years ; — ^yet we miffht 
live fifty, sixty, or seventy years. But now, as to many of 
us, there is no such wide range of life. It brings us nearer 
to see what we are Hkely to be at the end, and after the 
end ! It has increased the religious danger, if there be 
danger. It tells us of too much that now can never be 
done. It has added very greatly to the weight of every 
consideration that ought to impel us to make the utmost of 
what may remain. 

As the last reflection we may suggest, that the year 
departed may admonish us of the strange deceptiveness, the 
stealthiness of the flight of time. There have been a pro- 
digious number of minutes and hours to look forward to, 
and each hour, at the time, did not seem to go so wonder- 
fully fast ; and yet how short a while they now seem to 
have been, in all vanishing away ! It will be so in what is 
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to come. Eacli day will beguile us with this deception, if 
we are not vigilant ; and will leave ns, still to be done, that 
which it should have done. Therefore every period and por- 
tion of it — ^the ensuing year, and each part of it-r-should 
be entered on with emphatically imploring our Gk»d to save 
us from spending it in vain. 

December 80, 1822. 



Digitized 



by'Google 



LECTTJEE XXm. 

THE CONTEMPLATION OF HUMAN LIEB. 

EccLESiASTES viii. 9. 

" / applied my heart v/nto every work that is done v/nder 
the svm,^ 

The writer of these words means, by " applying his 
heart,'* the exercise of his attention and his judgment. He 
observed, thought, and formed opinions on the works of 
men, spread over the earth. K we did not know who says 
it, a kind of question might arise, — the man that could 
speculate so widely, could he have much on his hands of 
practical business? He had the affairs of a kingdom to 
manage. 

There is no reason why a practical man should not be 
also an observant and thinking man. There are numerous 
reasons why he should be so. And if he be such, and that, 
too, under Divine instruction, he may be the wiser man for 
being involved in the active business of the world. 

" Uvery work that is done tmder the stm^ There is one 
Being, and only one, that can observe and judge literally 
" every work." The wise man means — ^works of all kinds, 
that came within his view. He was a general observer, with 
an exercise of his judgment. 

We have taken this passage as an introduction to a few 
observations on a topic of considerable interest. We are 
placed in a very busy world, fiill of " works,'^ transactions, 
events, varieties of human character and action. We wit- 
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ness them — hear of them — ^think of them — talk of them. 
Now, it is a matter of great importance that we should do 
this wisely, so as to turn these things to a profitable 
account. Do it, in one manner or another, we certainly 
shall. "We shall, indeed, all acknowledge the duty, to every 
one, of minding his own business. But very few will be 
disposed to circumscribe that duty so, as to preclude a great 
deal of attention to what the rest of mankind are doing. 
There may be a very few, here and there one, that do 
endeavour to limit the sphere of their attention by a very 
strict and narrow boundary. They have a stress of care and 
employment immediately and constantly upon them, — of a 
nature not much spreading out into connections with the 
surrounding world. And they are naturally not inqiusitive. 
They willingly, therefore, keep their attention closed in, and 
occupied on strictly their own business. "We mean not to 
censure this, excepting as an extreme. 

There is another small class (formerly more numerous), 
that may be called pious recluses; persons who are not 
pressed and harassed by the exactions of worldly business, 
and of a retired, devout, and meditative spirit. They feel 
that much looking on the world would disturb and distract 
the calm tenor of their thoughts and affections. They feel 
as if their spirits could not ascend toward heaven, but by 
being drawn in from the earth. They endeavour to forget 
the world, in order to be exempt from its evil influences, 
and the more devoted to its Lord. They have found (they 
say,) that the world can do them no good, and they can do 
it none, except by their prayers. Neither on this dass do 
we wish to pronounce a censure, excepting in particular 
instances. There have been instances in which such a mode 
of life has been a mistake and a desertion of duty. There 
was in the century before last, a very remarkable man, of 
the name of Nicholas Eerrar, the account of whose life one 
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has never recollected without regret, and a degree of indig- 
nation.* 

But, we repeat, there is little danger, now of men's 
becoming recluses, ascetics, devotees, — roluntarilj and sys- 

* An accomplished and devout man of the earlier part of tiie 17th 
century, who after having posseawd himself at an early age of almost every 
kind of literature, after having travelled over a great part of Europe^ with 
the most observant investigation of governments^ arts, and national charac- 
ters, surprising and captivating the intelligent people of every place he 
visited by his manners, his capacity, his address in difficult circumstances, 
and his intrepidity, — after having taken an important part in public 
transactions, and evinced extraordinary talents as a senator, adopted, 
notwithstanding the tail opportunity of giving the nation and the age the 
rare privilege of having at least one virtuous and incorruptible politician — 
the determination of retiring into rural obscurity, and leading the life of an 
ascetic He executed his determination before he had reached the meridian 
of life, entered into holy orders, and, being restrained by a strange venera- 
tion for higher duties of the dericai office, from presuming to preach, 
occupied part of every day in reading the prayers in the church of a parish 
almost destitute cf inhabitants. He <Ud, indeed, promote various plans of 
an useftd though sometimes rather superstitious tendency, within the limits 
of a narrow <£strict ; but all this while if he had prosecuted the career in 
which he first set out with such auspicious omens, he might in all appear- 
ance have exerted a beneficent influence on the afiairs of the whole nation. 
Or if he could not have prevented an accimmlation of evils he might have 
continued to mak«, as he had successfully begun to do, an eloqurat 
expoution of their causes, and a courageous war on their perpetrator. By 
occupying an eminent station he might have combined to <me purpose the 
powers and activity of many men very valuable as instruments of one 
agent, but quite useless as separate independent agents, and it is difficult to 
pardon the humility and the monastic ideaa of Christian duty which 
reduced a man who might have worked in the manner of Biiareus, to do 
good with a single hand. — Extract Jrom an un/Smahed Etta^ on the 
Improvement of Time, 6y Mr, Ihater, 

Fbbsab. His name was Nicholas Ferrar, the son of an East-India 
Merchant, bom in 1591. He was intimately acquainted with Sir Walter 
Rddgh, Sir Frauds Drake, Sir Edwin Sandys, and many other of the 
distinguished persons of the times. In his travds on the Continent, in 
which he displayed the highest mtdle<^ual, moral, and devout qualities, he 
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tematically secluded from ail attention to, and commnnica- 
tioii with, the active scene of the world. For one thing, in 
this age, men's own concerns — ^really and strictly their own 
— are becoming more implicated with the transactions of 
the wide busy world. In the case of perhaps thousands of 
men in this country, their immediate interests — ^their pro- 
ceedings — even their duty — are sensibly affected by what 

met with a number of extraordinary adTentures. After returning home, 
he became the principal manager of the affairs of the American colonies. 
As a member of Parliament, he was the leading speaker, though little more 
than thirty years old, in the impeachment of Lord Treasurer Cranfield for 
oppressing the persons whose interests were embarked in the Vujg^nia 
colony ; and the success of the measure was attributed very much to the 
eloquence of this young man. His withdrawal from all public concerns 
was adopted from religious motives, and with the utmost deliberation. A 
long and well*written account of his life was drawn up by a Dr. Turner, 
bishop of Ely, and left by him in manuscript. It remained in the hands of 
the persons to whom his papers descended, till it was commimicated to the 
conductors of a miscellany called the " Christian'a Magazine," in a volume of 
which for the year 1761, this curious memoir was lately pointed out to me. 
In his retirement Ferrar assembled round him the diflferent branches of his 
family (he was not a &ther or husband) and formed them into a little 
society, somewhat resembling the Moravian fraternity, but under a &r 
more rigid disdpline as to the emplo3rment of time, a discipline indeed 
bearing too much resemblance to some of the austeiitib of Popery. — Note 
by Mr, Foster^ 

The most complete account 'of this remarkable man is that by Dr. 
Peckard, late Master of Magdalen College, Cambridge, entitled ^ Memoirs 
of the Life of Nicholas Ferrar," published in 1790, which has now become 
extremely scarce, but has been reprinted by Dr. Wordsworth in his 
''Ecclesiastical Biography.'' Heame the Antiquary has also preserved 
two curious documents respecting the Little Gidding establishment in his 
Preface to Peter Langtoff's Chronicle; and some further particulars 
respecting this family may be found in Thoma Caii Vindicia, vol. ii, as well 
as in Barnabas Oley's Pre£ice to Herbert's Country Parson, and in Bishop 
Hacket*s Life of Archbishop Williams. In Bakerls MSS. vol. xxxv. p. 369, 
in the public Library of Cambridge, is an article entitled, « Materials for 
writing the Life of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar.^* Isaac Walton in his Life of 
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may be doing on the other side of the globe, — ^in South 
America, or in Spain, Italy, Constantinople. The move- 
ments in such remote scenes send an effect, — like the far- 
extending tremulations of an earthquake, — ^which comes 
under the house, the business, the property, of men even 
here. 

It is, besides, most obvious, that the world is becoming a 
far more active, agitated, changing, tumultuous scene than 
formerly. Men are forced to feel the evidence and effect of 
this; it comes upon them with an inundation of intelli- 
gence, events, omens, and alarms. And, withal, the per- 
vading, connecting principle of community, throughout 
mankiud, as one immense body, has become much more 
alive. It is becoming much more verified to he one body, 
however extended, by the quicker, stronger sensation which 
pervades the rest of it, from what affects any part. There 

Geoige Herbert also notices Ferrar, and describes minutely bis mode of life 
at Little Gidding. For tbe substance of this note the Editor is indebted to 
Mr. James Yeowell, author of a work of curious research, ** The Chronieies 
of the Ancient British Church, anterior to the Saxon Era,** 

The following notice of Ferrar occurs in the Journal of Sir Jamea 
Mackintosh: — ^'^ March 18, 1811. Just finished in Wordsworth the Life 
of Nicholas Ferrar, an accomplished and learned man ; who in the early 
part of the reign of James I. distinguished himself in public life, and 
afterwards retired to Little Gidding in Huntingdonshire, where, with his 
whole family, he passed many years of religious seclusion. It was called 
the * Protestant Nunnery/ and was extremely obnoxious to the puritanical 
prejudices of that age. The serene regularity pf a life of study and 
demotion is so attractive that I do not wonder at the strong tendency of 
pious and benevolent men to love ascetic retirement. It seems to present 
a beautiful contrast to the vsm and malignant struggles of the world. Its 
rigorous self-denial appears to supply the place of active virtue, and it 
seems to be solely occupied in the contemplation of virtue and d truth. 
That all these must, in the immense majority of those who seek the 
cloister, be merely &llacious appearances, is a discovery which can be 
made only by experience."— Jlf<wiiotr* of the JAfe of Sir J, Mackintosh, 
voL ii ch. ii. p. 94, 2nd edit. 

VOL. 1. B 
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18, indeed, mucL of diseased and irritable sensibility ; it is 
as if the parts were a grievance to one another, and would 
quarrel; as if, like the hysena at Paris, the great, animal 
would devour one of its own limbs. But still, the great 
body is much more sensibly made to feel that it has its 
existence in all its parts. 

A more pleasing circumstance of this enlarging sense of 
community, is, — ^that benevolence, and especially Christian 
benevolence, is now prosecuting its operations, not only 
with far greater activity and multiplicity of efforts, but on a 
faar wider plan. Thus, the religious interests, thoughts, and 
discourse, of private individuals, are drawn out into some 
connection, almost whether they wiU or not, with numerous 
proceedings and occurrences, both at home and far off. 
IVom all this, and many more considerations which might 
be adduced, it is certain enough, that we shall not be 
disposed to confine our thinking and conversation to our 
own concerns in a very strict sense. It may be added, 
that the Holy Scriptures plainly encourage an exercise of 
thoughtful attention on the actions and characters of men, 
and the course of the world's events. 

But now comes the question, as to the proper manner of 
doing this, so that it may really be beneficial. 

In the first place; if this attention to the actions and 
events of the world, be employed merely in the way of 
amusement, there will be little good. It is so with many. 
They have no fixed, serious, interest and purpose, to occupy 
their minds ; no grand home business, within theur own 
spirits. Yet they must have something to keep their facul- 
ties in a pleasant activity, or rather call itjphy. The mind, 
therefore, files out as naturally and eagerly as a bird would 
from an opened cage. The attention rambles hither and 
thither, with light momentary notices of things ; great and 
small ; — here, there, or yonder; it is all one; " welcome T* 
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and "begone!" to each in turn. Great and amall, when 
mere amusement is the object, are made equal in one 
respect ; namely, that no solid good is exacted or drawn 
from any of them. What is sought of them is, to keep 
the mind agreeably in motion, and prevent that most 
unpleasant circumstance, — not to say frightful one, — ^that 
the thoughts should come grayely home i;^n the soul 
itself; or, to prevent an utter stagnation of existence. A 
part of this vain disposition is, the eagerness for novelty, 
merely as such. Auything new, no matter what. This is a 
practical confession, "I have obtained no substantial abiding 
good from the ten thousand things that I have transiently 
noticed before." Like the conditicm of a man who looks 
along a great variety of fruit trees, but may eat of none. 
When he is to do no more than look at them, his eye will 
quickly pass on to another, and another. Now, how useless 
is such a manner of " applying the heart .'" 

But, there may be another manner much worse than 
useless. Por, attention may be exercised on the actions, 
characters, and events among mankind, in the direct service 
of the evil passions ; in the disposition of the savage beast^ 
or an evil spirit ; in a keen watchfulness to descry weiikness, 
in order to make a prey of it ; — ^in an attentive observation 
of mistake, ignorance, carelessness, or untoward accidents, 
in order to seize, with remorseless selfishness, unjust advan- 
tages ; — in a penetrating inquisition into men's conduct and 
character, in order to blast them ; or (in a lifter mood) to 
turn them indiscriminately to ridicule. Or there may be 
such an exercise, in the temper of envy, jealousy, or 
revenge ; or (somewhat more excusably, but still mis- 
chievously) for the purpose of exalting the observer in 
his own estimation. 

But, there would be no end of describing the useless and 
pernicious modes of doing that which our text expresses 

b2 
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Let us try to form some notion of wliat would be the right one. 
In doing so, there is one most important consideration to 
be kept in mind ; that is, — the necessity of having just 
principles or rules, to be applied in our observation and 
judgment of the world. The principles will be applied con- 
tinually ; and therefore, a few unsound ones may soon 
produce a thousand wrong judgments. And all these, in 
return, confirm the principles wrong. To have them first 
formed right, therefore, and always kept true, is of tlie 
utmost consequence. And, in this matter, the most fatal 
error is, to take from the world itself our principles for 
judging of the world. They must be taken absolutely from 
the Divine authority, and always kept true to the dictates 
of that. For nothing can be more absurd (not to say per- 
nicious) than to have a set of rules different from His. 
Therefore, it is as in the temple, and at the oracle of God, 
that the principles are to be received and fixed, to go out 
with for judging of what we behold. And a frequent 
recourse must be had thither, to confirm and keep them 
pure. The principles are thus to be something inde- 
pendent, and as it were sovereign above that which they 
are to be applied to. 

But, instead of this, a great part of mankind let their 
principles for judging be formed by that world itself which 
they are to observe and judge. See the consequence. They 
have, for judging by, a whole set of apprehensions, notions, 
maxims, moral and religious, not at all identical with the 
Divine dictates. Therefore, not through any virtue of 
candour or charity, but through false principles, they per- 
ceive but little evil, (sin, folly,) in many of " the works 
done,** which the high and pure authority condemns. They 
do not see the beam of "^ery indignation ** which, from 
heaven, strikes here and there ; they do not see, shrivelled 
into insignificance, many things which the world accounts 
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most important. It does not come full out to their sight 
how far the actions of men agree or not agree, with their 
awful future prospects. Instead of taking a light from the 
Sanctuary, they accept the light which the world itself 
chooses to throw over its system of actions. The world has 
sent "« lying spirit^* through their judgments. In plain 
words, it is not manifest to them how ail this appears in the 
sight of G-od. And- consequently, when the unqualified 
dictates of religion are enounced, respecting this and the 
other class of human actions, (the lax, accommodating 
morality, for instance, — ^the formal and ceremonial acts of 
religion — ^the amusements — ^the pride of honour — ^the am- 
bition, &c.) — it strikes them as a very strange voice. Now, 
how evident it is, that a man thus pre-occupied and satisfied 
with the world's own principles, can to no good purpose 
" apply hi& heart " to observe and judge. 

There must, then, be a set of sacred principles taken 
from another quarter. With the aid of these, we are to 
look on this busy mingled scene of all kinds c^ actions and 
events. And we might specify two or three chief points oi 
view, or general references, in which we should exercise this 
attention and judgment. And the grand primary reference 
with which we survey the world of human action, should be, 
to God ; we should not be in this respect, " without Qod in. 
the worldJ'* We are exercising our little jGaculty on the 
scene ; let us recollect One, whose intelligence pervades it 
all, and is perfect in every point of it ! Think what a com- 
pass of vision, and how much more he sees than we do, in 
any one act or incident on which our utmost attention may 
be fixed. To us there is an unknown part in every action. 
Our attention leaves one acting mortal, to fix on another ; 
Se continues to observe every one, and all. 

Let us think, again, while we are judging, ITe is judging ! 
^' There is at this instant, a perfected estimate in an Unseen 
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Mind, of this that I am thinking how to estimate !— if that 
judgment could lighten on me, and on its subject — !" Our 
minds also should be habituated, in looking at this world of 
actions, to recognize the Divine Government over it all ; to 
reflect that there is one sovereign comprehensive scheme, 
proceeding on, to which they are all in subordination ; how 
few of them, indeed, so intended, but all so, in ej'hcf. Some- 
times, in particular parts and instances, we can see how 
human actions, in their confused mass, or series, have been 
compelled into a process which results in what human 
wisdom could never have predicted. And what an im- 
mensity of them is God compelling at this very hour ! In 
our conscious feebleness of intelligence, it is striking to look 
at actions, and wonder what purpose of his He can make 
those eonduce to — and those. Look at the vast world of 
them ; see what kind thej are ; and then think what He 
must be, that can control them all to his supreme purpose ! 
Yet, there are some parts of the view in which the proceed- 
ing of Divine Providence is conspicuous and intelligible. 
We see how sin is made its own plague, even in this life ; 
and howy — ^by what law, — " hoUnees to the JLord^* contains 
the living principle of happiness. And also, how some of 
the transactions and events in the world are tending to 
oertain grand results which God has avowed to be in his 
purpose. Now, to contemplate the scene of human action, 
without any such reference to the Almighty, — would it not 
be to lose a most important part of the benefit which may 
be gained from the contemplation ? 
X Again, — our exercise of observation and judgment on 
men's actions should have a reference to the object of 
fbirming a true estimate of human nature. How idle to be 
indulging in speculative and visionary theories about this, in 
^he midst of a world of facts ! Take one of these theories 
t^to the actual world and see how it will turn to smoke and 
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dust. Look at the general qualities of actions, oyer tliia 
wide world, and think what they coHectivelj testify of Mkn ! 
And in noticing men's actions in the detail, it will be a 
useful exercise and habit to trace them back to what thej 
proceed from in the nature of Man ; and what they there- 
fore show to be in that nature. Human nature discloses 
itself freely, frilly, fearlessly, in some nwn ; with caution^ 
art, and partial concealment in others. But a multitude of 
unequivocal manifestations, of all its attributes, will present 
themselves to the attentive observer. It is of course that 
he ought to maintain candour, or rather say, equity ; but he 
is not to let go the plain maxim, that the fruits show the 
tree. 

In connection with this we may add, — ^that the observant 
judgment of the actions of mankind should have some 
reference to the illustration and confirmation of religious 
truths. They, these truths, may thus be embodied, aa it 
were, in a substantial form of evidence and importance. 
We may just name, for instance, the doctrine of the fall and 
depravity of man. Look, and impartially judge, whether 
*' the works done under the sun** afford any evidence on that 
subject ! The necessity of the conversion of the soul. For, 
whence does all the evil in action come from ? Is the heart 
becoming drained into purity by so much evil having come 
from it ? Alas I there is a perennial fountain, unless a 
Divine hand close it. We may name the doctrine of a great 
intermediate appointment for the pardon of sin, — ^its pardon 
through a propitiation, an atonement. We look at the life 
of a sinner, a numerous train of sins. Think, intently, on 
the malignant nature of sin ; and, if there be truth in God, 
it is inexpressibly odious to him; — ^then, if, nevertheless, 
such sinners are to be pardoned, does it not eminently com- 
port with the divine holiness — ^is it not due to it — ^that in 
the very medium of their pardon, there should be soma 
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signal and awful fact of a judicial and penal kind, to record 
and render memorable for ever a righteous God's judgment, 
estimate, of that which he pardons ? The necessity of the 
operating influence of a divine Spirit is also illustrated. 

A faithful, corrective, reference to ourselves^ in our obser- 
vation of others, is a point of duty almost too plain to need 
mentioning. The observation should constantly turn into 
reflection, which yet it is very unapt to do, except when 
self-complacency can be gratified. But what a miserable 
speculation for profit it will be, if we do this just so far as 
will please us, — and omit to do it in the numberless 
instances in which it might admonish and correct us. But, 
to make this better use habitually, will require such a 
measure of resolution as will amaze a man who has not 
tried, and shall begin to try. philosophers tell us of two 
forces in I^ature, — one that draws things towards the centre, 
another that repels them from it. A reflective man may 
pe-rceive that his heart has the one of these forces, for what 
would flatter him and do him mischief, in the consideration 
of the actions of his fellow mortals ; and the other, for what 
would reprove, warn, and profit him. But really he had 
better endeavour to draw in his attention from the scene of 
human actions, till he can learn the wisdom and the art to 
derive aids to self-correction from the view. And he may 
be sure that art is worth learning, by which he may make 
every man his instructor. The particular rules and methods 
for this would admit of extensive illustration, for which 
there is no time at present. It may, as a distinct specific 
topic, be worth our consideration at a fiiture hour ; for the 
present discourse has been of too general a scope. 

Might we suggest one other point of reference, in our 
looking on the actions of men, namely, the comparison and 
the difference between what men are doing ^^tmder the stm" 
and what they wiU all, ere long, be doing somewhere eise? 
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Ere long^ we say ; for on plain* scriptural grounds (not to 
advert to others) we believe that men will pass immediately 
iat death into a state of great activity ; though the contrary 
doctrine might be welcome to those who end the course of 
their terrestrial actions ill. But think of the comparison 
suggested. Yery many human agents have, within our 
knowledge, left this scene of action. "We can recall them to 
thought individually ; we observed their actions. How have 
they been employed since ? The triflers, how ? The active 
enemies of God, how ? The servants of Christ, how ? "We 
cannot very formally represent to ourselves how; but it is 
interesting to look into that solemn obscurity to think of it. 
Think of all, that have done all " the works v/nder the sun^'' 
ever since that luminary began to shine on this world, — ^now 
in action in some other regions ! Think of all those whose 
actions we have beheld and judged, those recently 
departed, — our own personal friends! Have not they a 
sense of amazing novelty and change ; while yet there is a 
relation) a connecting quality between their actions hefore 
and now. If one of them could come and describe, so that 
we could in any adequate measure apprehend, what a 
complete suspension there would be for a while of our 
observation of what mortals are doing. The difference and 
comparison would dilate our faculties to the intensest 
wonder. But still the point of supreme emphasis would 
surely be, the connection between the sublunary train of 
action, and that which has followed ; that the grand pre- 
dominant thing in the subsequent economy of action (its 
delight or misery) is because of the quality which prevailed 
in their action in the previous state. 

Lastly, our exercise of attention and judgment on " every 
work that is done under the sun,^* should be imder the 
habitual recollection, that soon we shall cease to look on 
them ; and that, instead, we shall be witnessing their conac- 
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quences; and in a mighty experience also, ourselyes, of 
consequences. This thought will enforce upon us, inoes* 
santlj, that all our observation should be most diligent]/ 
turned to the account of true wisdon, and our own highert 
improyement. 

January 8, 1823. 
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IPBACTZOiX TISWS OF HUMAJT LTFS. 

P&OYSBBS xxiv. 32. 

*' Then I saw and considered it well ; I looJeed upon it^ and 

received instruction,^^ 

Thesb sentences will seem the mere echo of the text at our 
last meeting, when the subject was, How to turn to profit- 
able account our observation of the events, characters, and 
actions of this busy world. It were best to confess the 
truth, without waste of words. That discourse did not 
insist neaiij so much as had been intended on the practical 
view of the subject. It extended more into the general, 
wide, and contemplative views of it. We hope, that, with- 
out being guilty of any material repetition, it may be 
possible to consider the s abject with a more direct reference 
to some practical exemplifications, and methods for so 
observing this world of active beings as to gain valuable 
improvement by it. 

And, the consideration should press very forcibly on con- 
science, that unless we have a profitable manner of doing 
this, there will be a miserable, a dreadful waste of our 
thought, our time, and our talking. Think of the incal- 
culable number and series of acts of attention (to men's 
actions), many of them accompanied or followed by some 
expression in words. The Universal History, in sixty 
volumes, is not so ample a series of notices of facts, as that 
which has been made by almost any man by the time he la 
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£Eur on in life. These objects of notice, each in its succession, 
have occupied the attention, that is to saj, the whole mind ; 
insomuch, that, in many of the instances, nothing else was, at 
the time, attended to. And the train is going on, in close 
succession, and will to the end of life. Now reflect ! if the 
greater part of all this should be nearly useless — as profit- 
less as a Hindoo devotee's repitition of certain phrases for 
millions of times ! But if these acts of attention are use- 
less, they will be worse than useless. Por certain disposi- 
tions and feelings usually accompany our notices of men's 
actions ; and improper ones will be very ready to be there, 
if the "observation is exercised with no reference to our 
improvement. 

It would be well sometimes to take somewhat of an ac- 
count of what we have beneficially acquired from all this. 
And, it is not enough to say, " We have a great accumula- 
tion of fiicts deposited in the memory/' for the most foolish 
and wicked man may say the same. It is not enough to 
say, " We have acquired a measure of worldly prudence, 
caution, and address." Very good this ; very important, for 
very many purposes. And, indeed, this is one of the things 
that a man should gain. The man so instructed is a safer 
man ; he has the power to be a more useful man. But he 
is not necessarily a better man. Nay, in many instances we 
see that he is actually a worse. 

In the account to be taken, the great question is, " How 
much have we profited in the character of servants of God, 
by what we have seen of men ? " How much more wise in 
the best sense — conscientious — apt-'-effectually warned? 
The world should be regarded as an extensive outer depart- 
ment of the great school of religion. In it the servant ot 
G-od is to learn, through a different kind of illustration, the 
same things which he is taught in the inner school. Or 
rather say, the things which he is taught in tho inner school 
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he is to observe illustrated, exemplified, proved and enforced, 
in tliis wide outer department. And if he do not obseire 
to this efiect, it would only show that he is but very imper- 
fectly disciplined in the inner department ; that is, in the 
principles of divine truth, in the religious exercises of his 
mind. Unless he is thus instructed and disciplined, he will 
be almost sure (as was noticed in the former discourse) to 
acquire in this outer school, a different kind of principles 
from those of the inner ; in many points quite opposite and 
pernicious ones. Proceeding in this right method, it will 
not be by a forced construction, by a prejudiced interpreta- 
tion, that he will find the instruction presented in the outer 
to the same efiect as in the inner. 

When the learner in God's peculiar school goes out to 
observe mankind, he will think of the manner, and cautions, 
and rules, for turning what he sees to the most beneficial 
account; and of the most instructive points to fix his 
attention upon. And a few things general and special 
may be suggested to this purpose. 

An obvious one is, — ^let not his observing be merely of 
the nature of speculation ; not simply a seeing and judging 
what men are. This mere knowledge of mankind has 
seemed to be the whole object of some keen-sighted men ; 
and they have been prodigiously proud of possessing it. 
But, suppose an observer to look most intelligently on the 
human world on ever so wide a scale ; or to understand 
most perfectly those within the sphere of his personal ac- 
quaintance ; or to see, as we say, through and through the 
individuals immediately about him, and even to know their 
whole past history in addition. Still, if merely to know 
that the fact is so, be all — ^would that purify his heart of 
conduct ? correct a single fault of his own ? constitute him 
a benefactor to others? Or make him a participator of 
the piety and excellence which he may see in some ? Does 
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not the greiit Wicked Spirit, ^^ spying ivp and doum^^^ know 
mankind incomparably better than any man ? Yet a man 
will assume to be an exceedingly wise man, on the strength 
of this knowledge ; and at the same time, perhaps another 
sagacious observer of Aim, can perceive that he is very igno- 
rant of himself. Our knowledge of men must be diligently 
applied to a salutary use, especially for ourselves. We should 
be impatient to find it is answering the most valuable end. 

Another point of admonition is, — ^against prejudice and 
arrogance in observing and judging. You see persons 
sometimes who really do not judge from fair and attentive 
observation. They have some prepossession, and every- 
thing is forced into conformity to that ; it is their rule of 
interpretation, by which they can easily and rapidly explain 
everything into confirmation, however apparently contrary. 
Or, even supposing them not to have a prejudice specially 
against an individual, — they seem to have a set of 
judgments, estimates, shaped ready in their minds; and 
upon the slightest circumstance they will instantly fix one 
of these on a fellow mortal. And then, so it is to be, 
though there were fifty things alleged to show the judgment 
mistaken and unjust. 

We named also arrogance; for there are some men, who 
might seem to have no other business on the earth but to 
inspect, arraign, and censure human creatures. They are 
perpetually exercising the office of inquisitors ; they assume 
to have an infallible insight, and perfect comprehension on 
all occasions ; and pronounce as if there could be no appeal. 
They may justly bo called upon to show their high 
commission from Heaven; for really it might seem as if 
they thought men more accountable to them than to God. 
They may be asked, too, whether their own conduct and the 
divine laws are in such perfect harmony, or unity, that they 
may be admitted as the personification of those laws or if 
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not, whetber tiiej are meaning an atonement for themselyes 
to those laws by their loDy arrogance in condemning other 
sinners. 

Another suggestion is, against taking a pleasure in 
perceiving and ascertaining what is wrong in man. This 
caution does not recommend any fallacious liberalitj (so 
called), by which the rules of truth and justice should be 
set at nought. But, in human nature there is something 
which is capable of being gratified that there is so much 
folly and sin in mankind ; probably, at bottom, &om some 
innate malice against the Supreme Holiness. One proof of 
the hct itself is, — ^that it is with multitudes a most 
favourite and never-tiring amusement, to hear, to recount, 
and to exhibit, the follies and sins of men. Insomuch that 
it is one of the strongest marks of a renovated and 
sanctified spirit, to be able truly to say, "I beheld 
transgressors and was grieved.** 

Another grand rule is : — that our observations on other 
men should not be directed or suffered to go to the effect 
of our being better pleased with ourselves; vrith this 
exception, — ^that if divine grace has really wrought a good 
work in us, we may well be delighted with that, as such. 
But what we point at is obvious enough, — the tendency to a 
gratified pride in our own supposed virtues ; and to a most 
indulgent judgment of the things which even the grossest 
self-love cannot wholly approve. Consult all human nature, 
and each man his own heart, whether this tendency is not 
apt to be strengthened in looking at the world. Therefore, 
it is requisite there be a steady and earnest counteraction. 
And the whole system and practice of our observation of 
tne world, should be resolutely formed on the principle, 
toat our oton correction is the grand object to be faithfully 
and constantly kept in view. 

To such general considerations as these there might be 
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added, partly in application of tHem, a variety of more 
special observations, of which we may just mention a few. 

Por instance ; — ^think of the probable difference between 
our judgments of the persons we look upon, and their own 
judgments of themselves. If they were, respectively, put 
in words, on confionting pages, you would expect to find a 
great difference. Now, which of them is right? You 
answer, — " We think we have exercised discernment, equity, 
and even candour, and that therefore our judgment of them 
is right." But, how, then, comes it to pass that theirs is so 
far wrong ? The cause we think quite obvious, the delusive 
partiality of self-love. But, now, is this just aU that we 
have to think in the case ? What ! are we perfectly safe 
against all such deception in judging of ourselves ? Our 
feUow mortals by no means think so of us ; and are they, 
in this case, necessarily mistaken ? The application of this 
is perfectly plain. Our seeing how they are deluded in 
judgiag of themselves, should excite us to a severe effort at 
truth and justice in self-judgment. 

In observing mankind, we perceive, to a great extent, a 
sad deficiency or depravation of conscience ; what a trifle 
they can make of many most important discriminations 
between good and evil ; how easily they can neglect a duty, 
or go into a sin ; how little remonstrance or conflict, or sub- 
sequent remorse. Prom this sight, — should not a solemn 
admonition come to us ? Let us observe under what fatal 
operation, by what degrees, that sacred power has lost its 
divinity, — ^its rectitude, — ^its vigilance ; and then, narrowly 
observe the state and action of this power in us. ^ 
Eemember, that it is not more the interest of enemies, 
military or civil, that the sentinel or watchman should sleep, 
than it is the interest of our spiritual enemies that con- 
science should. If it is calm, examine and ascertain, 
whether it is because the heavens are calm, — or because it 
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can sleep in a storm. Note attentively, and beware of, what 
we have experienced to be seductive of its fidelity. 

One of the most conspicuous things to be noticed in 
looking on mankind, is, — how temptation operates and pre- 
vails. We may see them under every kind, and process, 
and stage, of it ; a dreadful but instructive sight ! For our 
owTi safety, let us observe, how evil, to steal in, contrives to 
ally itself with what is good; — ^how a great evil conceals 
itself under the appearance, and perhaps the name, of a 
little one ; — ^with what Satanic craft and dexterity, tempta- 
tion can fall upon critical junctures, when but a little is 
wanting to determine the choice this way or that; how 
sometimes it insinuates, sometimes surprises; — how it 
adapts itself to various dispositions and tastes ; how there 
are varieties enough of evil for all of them. From aU this, 
there should be an instructed vigilance for ourselves, and 
appropriate prayers. 

A prominent and mournful thing to be seen in looking on 
mankind, will be, the great errors, the lapses, of good men. 
And this is a most gratifying sight to a very large propor- 
tion of men ; probably to the majority — ^the great majority ! 
Only think, what a condition of our nature this one fact 
betrays. To those who feel thus, there comes an awful 
lesson in this way ; that is, what a state this feeling shows 
them they are in. But, we would suggest an admonition to 
those who deplore the sight of good men falling. Eeflect 
how imsafe any man, every man, is, but as God preserves 
him. Perhaps these good men had been betrayed, like 
Peter, to trust in themselves. See what a strong and 
treacherous enemy there remains in the soul, to conflict 
with the heavenly principle imparted. And, " let him that 
thinheth he standeth take heed lest he fall. ^^ 

In looking on men, observe the effect of situation and 
circumstances. How much they form men's notions, con* 
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. sciences, and habits, as to good and evil ; in despite of the 
absolute, unalterable, eternal principles. How men's souls 
and practices are surrendered to the effect of their situation. 
See how one situation is unfavourable to one particular 
Christian virtue ; another to another ; and how the majority 
of situations are unfavourable to a fervent, simple, 
Christian, piety. The instruction from this view is very 
direct. Partly, as to avoiding some situations, when there 
is a free choice; partly, to apprise a man of the special 
dangers of the situation in which he is unavoidably placed. 
The lesson is peculiarly strong with regard to companion- 
ship, whether of choice or necessity. Look, watchfully, 
how men are affected ; and who shall dare to say, " I have 
nothing to fear in a like situation ?" 

Among the things observable, in looking on mankind, are 
many (what we deem) errors of judgment — opinions. 
Observe how they arise, and become fixed ; the causes of 
perversion; — ^the things that take the precedence of a real 
honest love of truth ; — ^the indirect, disingenuous, evasive 
reasonings ;— a man's identifying his opinions with his self- 
importance ;— the pride of being able to defend them ; — ^tlie 
absolute horror of acknowledging "J was in error !"-^and 
at length the real incapacity of perceiving the force of any- 
thing that might correct the notions entertained. 

But, we should not make the whole representation, and 
conclude it, as if the view of the world afforded np instruc- 
tions but those which are to wam and deter; as if it 
presented nothing but what we are to beware of resembling. 
Happily there are worthier things, here and there ; exem- 
plary graces, virtue, wisdom. And it is delightful to turn 
for instruction, to these, fron^ th^ many things that 
instruct us as being evil. At the ^ame time, we may be 
sure that these brighter eiamples have derived much of 
their excellence from the instructions of evil ; it is the pure' 
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extract from that^ that these present to us ; and it is a noble 
thing, thid transmutation, — and chiefly the effect of religion. 
Let these better examples then be observed, with attention 
to understand how they are formed ; and an earnest effort 
of imitation ; especially such as are in situations much like 
our own. 

Such are a few of the specimens of the kinds of instruc- 
tion which observation of the worid may supply, and of the 
manner of obtaiariig it. Every serious person may, for his 
own benefit, greatly enlarge the enumeration. And he may 
take a few great principles, and apply them to all, as im- 
portant means and materials of profit. But, let it never be 
forgotten, in any part of the process, that the efficacy of the 
instruction must be from the Supreme Teacher; without 
him, the attraction and assimilation of the evil would, after 
all, be mightier than its warning and repelling force. To 
him, therefore, there must be a constant recourse, that ho 
may both make the instruction true, and make it effectual. 
This will truly be, " to make all things work together for their 
goody And there is something glorious in this Christian 
idea (and it is exclusively a Christian idea, a vain fantasy on 
any other principle) — ^the idea of passing through a world 
of follies and iniquities, errors and sins, the better for it all 
at every stage ; and of passing into the other world, the 
more in the image of God, the richer, the purer, the 
brighter, the happier, for aU that naturally tended to per- 
vert, to defile, and to destroy the soul. 

January 1%\%1^. 
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THB VAKITT OP EAETHLT aiiOBX. 

Isaiah x. 8. 
" Where will ye leave your glory f " 

The principal word in this short question seems, by its 
very sound, to bring before the mind, indistinctly, a vision, 
or image, or shadow, of something great and magnificent, 
yet unsubstantial, delusive, and vain. We have a cer- 
tain vague sense of its associations, almost before we think 
of its meaning. When we bring our thoughts upon it 
more distinctly, we recognize it as the most conspicuous 
favourite term of heathenism. We do not mean that most 
formal and grossly shaped heathenism, commonly so de- 
nominated, existing in particular regions or ages: — ^but a 
heathenism of all times and countries; that action and 
passion of the human mind, by which notions and feelings of 
greatness, transcendant value, unlimited importance, have 
been attached to certain things of but imaginary worth, 
unsubstantial, and delusive: which things have been coveted, 
adored, toiled for, fought for, lived for, died for — as olobt. 

" G-LORT,*' therefore, has been the name of Vanity twrned 
into a god. And how wide, how vast, the dominion of this 
idolatrous delusion! But narrow, to this, in space or 
time, the mythology of Greece and Eome— or the Mo- 
hammedan imposture — or the Papal superstition. So vast 
is the extent, so almighty, almost, the fascination of this 
imposture, of Glory! But no wonder — for it has one 
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grand advantage over all other impostures or idolatrios, 
namely, tHat it makes the man hiTnselfihQ Idol. 

Will you carry back your imagination, a moment, into 
an ancient splendid temple of one of the greater deities, 
and consider, if it could have been a circumstance of the 
worship there, that the worshipper should feel the supposed 
attributes of the god transferred upon himself! that in 
his own imagination, and perhaps that of others, he should 
be, for the time, the Jove or Apollo ; that would have been 
a transcendent and superlative charm of superstition! 
But thus it is, in the case of the worshipper of ,the glory 
we speak of. "Whatever it consists of, it must be identified 
with him ; it must not be capable of being beheld sepa- 
rately from him ; it must be a halo round him ; a splendour 
spread as widely as possible, but always with a figure in 
the midst, and that — himself. 

What it consists of— the world's glory — ^is readily ap- 
prehended. That a man be conspicuous among, and above 
his fellow mortals; — ^be a more important object, as if a 
larger measure of being, than a number of them estimated 
collectively ; — ^be much observed, admired, even envied, as 
being that, which they cannot be; — ^be often in people's 
thoughts and in their discourse ; — ^be such, that, when they 
talk of something that is to be admired, they must talk 
of him, he being a prominent instance and example :^and 
that, conversely, his name shall be the signal for turning 
on the more ambitious, the finer, matters of this world's 
concerns. His name must be, as it were, written in pomp 
of gold on whatever is accounted the richest and grandest 
among mankind. He must be such, that, to think or 
know but little about him, would argue an inattention, or an 
obscurity of situation, almost pitiable. The man of glory 
is to be such a one that it shall seem as if it were chiefly 
on his account, that many other men and things exist 
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that be sliall possess a great ascendency and influence, in one 
manner or another, over society, or portions of it; — ^anJ 
that many shall aspire to some kind of connection with 
him; — snch, that what he does, or what happens to him, 
shall be a matter of great curiosity, sensation, discussion, 
opinion, widely extended report; — such, that a great change 
in his condition, a remarkable eclipse of his glory, or his 
being removed from the world, shall for a moment, seem 
an important event; while hundreds of thousands shall 
prosper or suffer, — shall expire and be interred, — ahnosi 
without notice. He must be such, that he can raise him- 
self, with impunity, above some of the obligations and 
responsibilities, which are enforced on meaner mortals. 

Are not such things as these the characteristics of what 
the world calls " Olory f " With these, as its general pro- 
perties, it is sought to be realized in a variety of particular 
forms, to some of which we shall have to advert. And in 
the widest difference of degrees ; — ^very inconsiderable men 
being often intent on their glory, in their little sphere. 
This then, is the adored object, for which so many souls are 
feverishly panting \ This is what calls out the energy of 
all the faculties ; — ^what poets and orators, and the world's 
other oracles, have been extolling through all ages ! l^s 
is what absorbs the devotion due to God! this is what 
myriads have been willing to lose their souls to obtain ! 

Now, while we contemplate this dire insanity, — ^while we 
behold these idolaters of glory, in pursuit or in possession, 
we may think of things that might be said to them. And 
there are questions with which they might be accosted, 
short of the portentous one in our text. For example ; — 
What you have attained of this supreme good, does it not 
as often make you feel what it does not do for you, as what 
it does for you ? What is the amount of what it does not 
do for you ? " But should it not, a thing so idolized, do 
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this for me — and this? What else is to do for me, that 
•vfhich it does not P "Where is the tree of life ? Where 
are the waters of life ?" 

That which is the most valued in this glory, — ^that which 
is the peculiar good of it, — does it come fiilly into the 
heart ? Is it a deep, sweet, luxury there ? Is it a more 
delightfully animated life-blood ? Or does it obstinately 
remain on the outside ? (As, in the northern regions, the 
soil is intensely frozen imderneath, while the thin surface 
is overspread with flowers.) So that there are moments 
when the possessors of a large share of this glory, feel as if 
they could be willing to resign it all, to be really happy 
at heart. And in default of knowing how to be happy, 
either without it or with it, what low and vulgar resources 
many of G-lory's favourites have been driven to for relief. 

Ask again, — ^this glory pursued, or in a measure possessec}, 
does it not cost you dear ? Intense anxieties, privations, 
self-denial, restraints on liberty, subjection to forms, toil 
to maintain possession, obstructed and frustrated schemes — 
the pressure of all this has, sometimes, been so intolerable 
as to force an escape by suicide. 

It may be asked once more, — ^your obtained share of this 
coveted glory : is it enough P Are you quite undisturbed 
at the sight of larger shares possessed by others ? Does 
that which is not attained, and perhaps cannot be, some- 
times appear more precious than what is possessed ? Has 
it aU the dazzling and commanding effect that is desired on 
the inferior human beings ? (Haman.) 

With such questions we might accost the idolaters of the 
glory of this world. But there remains behind, (mother 
question, of a more potent voice, of weightier import, 
" Where will ye have your glory ? " 

What ! then, it is to be left, — ^the object of all this ardour 
and idolatry, — all this anxiety and exertion, — all this elatioa 
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and pride, — ^is to be left ! It is, then, after all, not really 
united to the man. He expends the ardour of his soul to 
combine it with his being — to make it of his very substance 
— ^but it is extraneous still ! He cannot say, " all this is 
myself, — my vital essence is in it — ^and where I am it shall 
be." He may have to go where it will not accompany him. 
It will be found how readily the connecting principle 
becomes dissolved. " And was this all the hold that you 
had upon it?" 

Men must leave their glory. If they would but think as 
they look upon the things that are swelling their pride, — 
" This — and this — ^is what I am to leave ! it has no one 
relation to me so positive as — that / shall leave it I 
feel my being standing off from it — in separation, as pre- 
paring to leave it. So near as I now am to it, I may in a 
moment come to behold it as at an immense distance ! The 
most certain of all things is, that the moment will be, when 
I shall find that I have left it." 

And where will they leave their glory ? Where, that it 
can in any sense continue to be theirs — theirs, for any bene- 
ficial or gratifying effect to them ? "What can they take with 
them, to keep them in a sensible communication with it ? 
"What sense of property in it can there be, with such a gulf 
between ? How can its brightness pierce that great night to 
shine on them ? Why cannot the eager pursuers and the 
proud possessors reflect a little while, what all this will be 
to them when they shall have left it ! 

Where will they leave it, that it shall be anything to 
them what becomes of it next ? What will it be to them, 
how it falls to other mortals ? What wiU it be to them, 
who rushes across their fresh grave to seize a share of it p 
To them the new acquirers will pay no tribute, and can do 
no good ; but will be gratified in being free from the super- 
stition that should offer prayers for their souls. 
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Where will they leave their glory, to be kept that they 
may obtain it again ? If such an idea be pure absardity» 
it must needs be a melancholy thing that it should be so. 
For nothing is more moumM than parting with what is 
passionately loved, under a perfect certainty of possessing 
it no more. A man leaving what he highly values, to go on 
some long distant adventure, may commit it to be kept for 
him, and may hope to repossess it some time hereafber. 
The ancient Egyptians went further ; expected to return at 
a future age, to a life on earth ; and they committed (those 
who were able) their glory to magnificent and imperishable 
tombs, to preserve and certify their claim to repossess their 
" 9^yr when they should return, — and to be representative 
of it the meanwhile. But there is no such flattering delu- 
sion now to console the idolaters of glory when they are 
leaving it. A body, indeed, they will leave, in the chambers 
of death, to be kept for them to recover; but at that 
day, when they come to repossess it, where will be the 
'^ glory?'' They will remember it; but will they look 
around to find it ? then^ when the whole terrestrial econony 
is closing — ^the judgment imminently at hand — the world 
going to be on fire ? What sad and bitter emphasis there 
is in the question, then ^^ Where will ye leave your glory ? " 

As the concluding part of these meditations, let us briefly 
apply them to several of the kinds, — the forms — of this 
world's " glory "- the particular things in which men aspire 
to flnd it, or deem that they have it. What those things 
are, is plain to every eye; and rendered the more con- 
spicuous, by their forming one side of a dreadful alternative. 
For there is presented a Christian, a heavenly, an eternal 
glory. When the lovers of glory are invited to this, and 
scorn it, and reject it, — that which they reject it for^ is the 
more palpably and glaringly exposed to your attention. 
" This they throw away ! what is it then that they take ? " 
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The most common form of the idolized thing ia, what may 
be called the material splendour of life ; that wMcb imme* 
diatelj strikes the senses ;-^thingd which are the apparent 
signs of wealth, though sometimes most foolishly attempted 
to be displayed without it. IPine or magnificent places ot 
abode, sumptuously famished and decorated ; many officious 
attendants at command; splendid equipage^ costly or 
showy personal attire : — all this in many different d^prees, 
according to its practicability— the ambition of it being felt 
far down in the gradation of conditions. Kow to think ! that 
tens of thousands of immortal beings in our land are set 
upon such things as these, with all the passion and ardour 
of thefar isouls ! But they must leave their glory I 

It might seem as if all this should surely be an adjust- 
ment to detain them indefinitely here. Surely they are 
combining themselves with it in order to stay with it ! they 
cannot be passionately labouring at all this as a thing to be 
left ! Yes ; they, and this, are separable with infinite 
facility, and are separating. They often, perhaps, look at 
the mansion they dwell in with pride. Let them look once 
more, to think how long it may probably stand ! And then 
there is again the question, " How long ? " in another 
application. How easily their thoughts might dart on to 
the time when they wiU be there no more. By their equip- 
ments, they carry a marked and superior appearance, where 
they go, and in society. Let them think, — ^the same kind 
of appearances will be, when lookers-on will observe, that 
they (naming them) are wanting. 

Even as to the circumstance of rich, gay^ or i^lendid 
personal attire — they look in the mirror, aaid at length — 
" It is well ! " Just as they are about to gd* forth to dis- 
play this for effect, let them turn and look once more, and 
say, — ^* Here are these elegances, these fair ornaments, and 
here this dying firame. Here probably are some things that 
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I shall leave ; and how probable it is, that some of these 
things will retain their lustre and their colour, when this 
body — ^is what? is where?" — Let them think where they 
will leave such glory ; — or would they rather take it with 
them! 

Such displays are considered as belonging to wealth, and 
as made partly for the purpose of proclaiming it. But there 
are a few persons whose "y^ory" is in riches simply, and 
without its ostentatious pomps. In some rare instances, 
they are qtiite satisfied with the consciousness of possessing 
their idol, without the fame of it ; but, excepting these very 
few, it is felt essential that it should be known, though no 
expenditure in either pomp or charity proclaim it. "Well, 
they too must leave their glory. " "Where ? " where ? why 
to the curses of the poor, — ^the ridicule of the gay, — and the 
greedy joy of heirs that care not though they be lifting up 
their eyes in torments, the subjects of — 

"That loudest laugh of hell— the pride of dying rich."— Youwa. 

It is, in part, a different and additional form of the 
world's glory, when we mention elevated rank in society—^ 
being an acknowledged part, or approved associate, of a 
distinguished and privileged class; — sharing the honours, 
mingling in the circles, possessing the graces of the portion 
of human beings that look down from an eminence on the 
ordinary race ; — ^being on terms of access and communica- 
tion with whatever is the most exalted in station ; — shining 
in brilliant assemblies; — ^being the models of fashion, — 
the dictators of the modes and notions in the sphere of 
artificial society. All know ^how vehemently coveted and 
envied is this glory, — ^how elated, for the most part, the 
possessors of it feel. But the thought of leaving it ! with 
what a grim and ghostly aspect this thought must appeal, 
when it wUl sometimes intrude ! what a vexation, what a 
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perversion and injostice of destiny, it must seem to sucli, 
that — they too must ^^ go the way of all the earth T* One 
has Heard of instances of deep liabitual chagrin, in the 
concluding stage of life. They begin to be regarded as 
ungracious, unwelcome lingerers in the gay and splendid 
scene, — a gaiety and splendour which is imwillingly sluoed 
with the marked victims of death. And must they go away 
in their mere, naked, sinful being divested of aU their glory ! 
And where will they leave it ? Where ? In their funeral 
pomps ? In the dimensions and decorations of their sepul- 
chres? In their names, which when called, there is no 
living person to answer to ? 

The possession of Tower ^ is perhaps the idol supreme ;—• 
to have at control, or in complete subjection, the actions 
and the condition of numbers of mankind ; to will, and com- 
mand, and it shall be done \ — ^to see the crowd, whether in 
heart obsequious or rebellious, practically awed, submissive, 
obedient. But it is not that voice that is long to command ! 
not that visage that shall long be met with submissive awe ! 
Where will he have left this glory ? It will have vanished 
from around what will have remained of him, — will have 
vanished &om the universe. So that his most envious rival, 
— ^his most timid slave, — ^his meanest adulator, will bless 
himself on not being in his situation. 

We might have named martial glory ^ — ^the object of the 
most ardent aspiration, and of the most pernicious idolatry. 
These sons of "y/ory," with here and there an exception, 
pass firom the scene by a speedier doom than the other 
classes. But, to the question, as addressed to them, they 
boldly answer, " Leave it ?^in history, in fame, immortal 
fame." There is often an utter delusion in this expectation. 
But be it so. Well ; and will the man of fame be you, your 
very self? If the eulogy, the fame, shall not reach to you, 
now wiU it be better than if it were 8ome other man's ? or 
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no one's ? shall you, in the regions of death, read it — hear 
it ? But even, suppose you should — ^what is your concep- 
tion of how it should please or benefit you there ? Have 
you such wretched notions of that economy, oa to imagine it 
a mere counterpart to the vanities and delusions of this ? 
Are you such a pagan as to fancy that heroes are to be 
recognized in the other world to be idolized just as here ? 
You mat/ be added to the heroes and conquerors departed 
thither ; but the prophet has given the question with which 
a former great conqueror was greeted by them, — " Art thou 
become as one of us?^* And if to you they add another 
question — " Where have you left yov/r glory ? ^^ would they 
not, from their own feelings, scorn you for answering — " In 
history — in imperishable fame ? " 

In the last place might be named — intellectual glory, — 
that of knowledge, talent, and great mental performance. 
And on this topic it should be noted, that, throughout 
several of these illustrations, we have uniformly been sup- 
posing the glory of this world to be the men's object — a 
self-idolatry, and a passion for distinction and admiration. 
And it is as regarded in this light, that the men intellectu- 
ally eminent maybe accosted with the question, ^^ Where 
will ye leave your glory f " If they reply, like the heroic 
class, " Pame, admiration of posterity," &c. — ^it is enough 
to say again, — what will that fame signify to you — to your 
very self ? Even if it could reach you, do you expect so 
little enlargement of intellect there, that you could be 
flattered by recollecting what you knew here ? But more 
than this. If, in that passion for 'renown, you have exerted 
great powers of "mind to do fatal and lasting mischief— to 
overwhelm truth — to corrupt the morals — to explode re- 
ligion—to degrade the glory of the Eedeemer— what then ? 
If you can, in that world, have any vital sympathy with 
your famcv your influence remaining in this — the conse- 
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quence would but be — ^a quick continual succession of 
direful shocks, conveyed to your liying spirit £rom wliat 
your works are doing here ! Or do you redton on non- 
existence after death ? then, of all forms of madness, this 
passion for your " glory " is the maddest I 

Contrast with all these forms of folly, the predominant 
aun of a Christian^ — which is "y/ory" still; but a glory 
which he will not have to leave ! a glory accumulating for 
him in the world to which he is going*-to which he is 
progressively transmitting, if we may so speak, the effects 
of all his exertions here, for Qod, for the Eedeemer, for the 
good of men, for the future welfjEure of his soul, which ha 
commits, together with his spirit, to Christ, and can say. ^^I 
know that he is ahle to keep that which I home committed to 
him against that day,^^ 

February 5, X828- 
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ZEAIi WIT5E0TJT KKOWIiSpeSt 
EOMAKS X. 2. 

" J51»r I hear them record, that they have a zeal qf Qod, hut 
not aecordvng to knowledge ^ 

The first good use of some texts is, — to endeavour to 
prevent a bad one. To an evil-disposed mind it is 
exceedingly gratifying to find Scripture that can be quoted 
with a specious appearance of sanction. This sentence is 
an eiMunple ; for it has very often been cited for the purpose 
of depreciating zeal itself , of the genuine kind, aad in its 
best applications. Think, — on how many excellent projects, 
and efforts, and men, this has been pronounced — ^^zeal 
mithout knowledge.'^' How many excellent and eventually 
successful desiguB would havQ been abandoned, if this had 
always been listened to as a right application of the text. 
What would have become, for instance, of most of the 
missionary projects which are now in hopeful, or eminently 
successful, operation? of many designs for enlightening, 
reforming, christianizing, dark parts of our own nation? oi 
many venturous experiments for good, hazarded upon the 
strength of one circumstance in favour, — ^while there 
appeared many against? of any project of hostility to a 
prevailing evil, — ^boldly conceived and undertaken? In 
every such instance, the cry has infallibly been — *^Zeai 
without hnowledger 

With men of indifferent, frozen temperament, this has 
been about the most favourite sentence in the Bible 
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Timid, cowardly men, though otherwise well-disposed, very 
naturally take refuge here. — ^The parsimonious are always 
ready with this good text. — ^The idolaters of custom, and of 
everything established and old. — ^An intellectual class 
content with mere speculation, and regarding scarcely any 
thing as worth being attempted to be done. With most of 
these classes of persons, however, it is not that Zeal itself, 
for some use or other, is denied to be a most excellent 
thing. No, certainly ; they extol it, — and, " none would be 
more zealous than they, — on a proper occasion^ But when 
can that occasion come ? Is it to be an occasion expressly 
devised, and brought on by Providence for the one simple 
purpose of enabling them to show that they reaUy possess 
this high virtue ? Or, is it to be when the world, and 
themselves, and all things, are a great deal mended, so that 
there shall be less difficulty, less to be done and to be 
resisted? But who then, or what, is to do all this that 
is to be accomplished in the mean time? There are 
immediately and constantly at hand, plenty of such things 
as have always been deemed by zealous men the objects 
worthy of zeal. But the deficiency of this right spirit 
never fails to be supplied by ingenuity enough to make out, 
that these are not the proper objects and occasions. How 
evident it is, therefore, that everything which may be said 
in the way of disapproving and repressing zeal, should be 
said cautiously and discriminatively. 

But still, there is in the world an ill-judging, and imwar- 
rantable, and pernicious Zeal. Indeed, if we take zeal in 
its quite general sense — ardour, — persevering ardour, in 
prosecution of a purpose, it has been, in its depraved opera- 
tion, the most dreadful pest on earth. It has been the very 
strength and soul, and animating demon, of every active 
evil. View it combined with any evil passion, and see what 
it can do, — ^with hatred — ^revenge — ^love of newer. Behold 
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it in the great troublers of the world, of all times and 
classes; the conquerors — the savage exterminators — ^the 
persecutors — ^the impostors ! K this fire could have been 
suddenlj quenched by some rain from heayen, these men 
would have sunk almost into nothing, though their depraved 
disposition had remained the same. And as to many that 
are comparatively harmless, but have the evil, the malignant 
disposition, within them, — ^let but this fire be kindled, by a 
torch from hell applied to the brimstone that lies cold and 
quiet in their nature — and we should see ! 

But, not to dwt^il on these terrible operations of zeal, we 
see its effect in numberless things of a more diminutive 
order. For example; earnest exertions, indefatigably pro* 
longed, for supreme excellence in some most, trifling 
attainment ; unremitting efforts in prosecution of inquiry 
into something not worth knowing (at least, not worth any 
cost to know) ; an intense devotion, which devours the soul, 
to add particle after particle to the little sum of worldly 
possession; the earnest vieing with neighbouring fellow 
mortals in little points of appearance, consequence, prece- 
dence. So we see that zeal is an element that will combin 
with amy active principle in man; — will give its strength 
and inspiration in any pursuit or interest under the sun; — 
will profane itself to the lowest, will be the glory of the 
highest; like fire, that will smoulder in garbage, and will 
lighten in the heavens. 

Zeal thus has its operation in all the active interests of 
men. But, it is most usually spoken of as directed to some- 
thing belonging to Beligion, and it is in thu relation that 
we have here to consider it. "ZeoZ of GhdJ* And who 
can help wishing that there were a thousand times more 
zeal directed this way ? Think of the whole measure of it 
that there is constantly expending by the human race, and 
what it is expended upon ! what proportion of it might well 

VOL. I. T 
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be spned, from the actual application ! Nay, even, what 
proportioo of it would it be an unspeakable blesamg to hare 
ertingniBhed and destroyed, rather than so applied? Sa^r 
nine parte in ten ; perhaps a still larger proportion* Now 
l^nnk, if but one of these portions misapplied, could be 
redaimed, and purified, and devoted to the concerns of our 
reloHon to Qod! if two parts — ^if three, — and so forward. 
Lo(^ at an ambitious man's zeal ; — ^the zeal of a man eagerly 
intent on the pomp and state of this life ; — an ayandofos 
man's zeal; — an indefatigaUe intellectual trifler*s zeal I niiia 
parts in t^i misi^lied; wasted, at the best; a large portion 
of it itet worse than wasted ! /8S0 it is goings-while there is, 
here in sight, what deserves it alL If it could be with- 
drawn, and brought with its mighty operation this way ! 
(8im^ of clouds, heavy with rain, passing in a direction 
away hoA a tract of plantations, gardens, and fields — ^lau/- 
guishing under drought — ^to be discharged on m^re deserts, 
or mairshes, or sea. Or illustration from fire. Suppose a 
great cify on fire in a severe winter ; besides tiie dreadful 
devastation and destruction, we might abo have this idea — 
what a blessing 90 mwihfi/r$ would be, if distributed into all 
the abodes of sMvering poverty and sickness.) 

After such a view of the immense prc^Kurtion of zeal 
altogether lost to what relates to God and religion, we are 
rduetantto be called to the consideration of this oth^fact ; 
namely, that a share even of the zeal that if directed to the 
things rdating to God, may be unsound, or unwisely ap- 
plied — ^^not aeoording to knowledge** 

It were waste of time to insist on the necessity of a man's 
understanding something about what he is zealous for, — 
and why, — especially in what respects religion. The 
necessity of knowledge to zeal, when religion is concerned, 
is fearfully illustrated by the mighty empire oisupentUion 
over the far greater portion of this earth, even in this ad- 
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yanced period of its age — (Pagan — ^Mohammedan — Popish.) 
It is true, that many of the adherents go no further than a 
stupid slavish acquiescence ; and that some are sceptics or 
unbelieyerfl, onlj preserring ^pearances; but countless 
legions of them are burning with £anatic zed; — iAi»j know 
no better. 

The direful history of Peiraeoutian, again, illustrates what 
religious Zfeal may be without knowledge. For, though 
some persecutors hare only been peptic infernal hypocrites^ 
yet the mighty host of them have really believed that they 
did God service. The plain truth we are speaking of^ has 
been illustrated by the whole prindple and operation of 
propagating true religion by force ; to repress and destroy 
it has been the chief business of persecution, but in some 
cases to introduce and promote it. 

The same instruction has been afibrded by the wild 
novelties of &naticism that have occasionally sprung up in 
the Christian commimity. 

At the view of aU these deplorable spectacles, the good 
man has still to exclaim, " Oh for knowledge I — ^for know- 
ledge !" " When will the luminary rise, which shall let fall 
into men's souls the ideas, the few simple truths, that would 
dispossess them of so many legions of demons P' He 
thiuks, too, "how few propositions, admitted by them in 
fiill conviction^ would have the effect of exposing the objects 
of their insane zeal before them, blasted and prostrate." 

But our original design was not so much to dwell on 
extreme and prodigiouB instances of a depraved religious 
zeal ; but to remark chiefly on several of the more ordinary 
forms in which we may observe zeal of a religious kind 
devoid of the rule and benefit of knowledge. 

Some of these may^ comparatively, not be evils of a highly 
aggravated and destructive character. We cannot, however, 
say so, if we name, as one form of the erroneous zeal, that 

T 2 
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which the apostle here speaks of, namely, men's zealoosljr 
maintaining the sufficiency of a righteousness of their own. 
which Q-od will not accept. " For they heing ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going ahout to establish their ovon 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the right- 
eousness of God.*' Fatal ignorance in zeal ! What would 
true and divinely enforced knowledge do for them here ? It 
would reveal to them the awful holiness, justicef and law of 
Q-od; would reveal themselves to themj — ^and then their 
zeal would go another way. As when an enlightened, con- 
vinced pagan perceives the god of his previous fanaticism to 
he no more than a worthless and loathsome idol. 

But there are other modes of " zeal not according to 
knowledge,'' in matters of religion. Very palpably it is so, 
when accompanied by no seeking or desire of knowledge ; 
rather aversion to it, — dread of it, — deprecation of it. There 
is such religious zeal. No disposition to think and inquire. 
Horror of free reasoning. A notion that all religious specu- 
lation is necessarily destructive to religious feeling ; that all 
knowledge analogous to Christian principles is but a feigned 
and treacherous ally. Insomuch, that the very reasons for 
being zealous are nolb to be so examined as to be clearly 
defined in the understanding, — ^not so tried as to be verified, 
— ^not reduced to so positive a form that they can be dis- 
tinctly assigned. So that the quality and excellence of the 
general, or the particular, object of the zeal cannot be so 
stated as to show how justly the zeal is applied. The active 
feeling is to be regarded as a kind of infallible impulse, so 
certainly under the direction of the Divine Intellect, that 
there is no need that the man should exert and improve his 
own. But, how is he so certain that his feelings are in such, 
perfect acquiescent harmony with Gk)d ? to be sure of thaty 
would require knowledge, of no light attainment, truly! 
Whatever the strong impulse may be, it plainly is not 



Digitized 



by Google 



ZEAL WITHOUT B3T0WLBDGB. * 277 

^ zeal according to hnouoledge,^'* when a man does not dearly 
understand why he is zealous. 

There is such a thing as a capricious and fluctuating zeal, 
(and, indeed, what we have just described is likely to be 
often such). It shall glow and blaze at one time, and seem 
simk under the ashes at another ; varying with the change- 
able mood of the man's mind. But how does this accord to 
knowledge? What a man really knows at one time, he 
does not unknow, or know the contrary of, at another. It 
is true, that there will be, in inost minds, very considerable 
variations of feeling, — of which the religious affection, — 
zeal, will in a measure partake. But a most important 
counteracting and sustaining principle here, is, a clear, 
decided knowledge of the object and reasons of the zeal. 
Without this, when the animated feeling intermits, all 
eeems to be gone and vanished. As if, in regard to objects 
in the material world, a man were interested only by certain 
beautiful appearances dependent on sunshine, and made no 
account of their permanent substance and form. But know- 
ledge keeps in clear constant manifestation, the absolute 
value of the objects of zeal. And this will conduce to a 
speedier revival of the feeling, after its temporary inter* 
mission or repression ; and will, in the interval, preserve the 
object from seeming to fade and melt into nothing. 

The same charge may be applied to that zeal which con- 
sists, in a considerable degree, of mere temper ; when it is 
not a warm feeKng toward the object, just for its own sake, 
and in proportion to its own claims; but where a man's 
irritability, or anger, or impetuosity and restlessness for 
action, in some way on his own account, goes into the zeal 
for the object; and is mistaken by him, as all pure zeal 
respecting the object itself. So that, in this one poiat 
especially, it is not ** according to hnowledge ;^^ for he knows 
not himself. ** Ye Icnouo not what mamner of spirit ye are 
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^." If thia portioa could be struck out of the zeal, there 
would be far less of it ; and the object itself would less seem 
to deserve it. But then, he did not, before, ri^tly know — 
justly estimate, the merits c^ the object. 

A sort of counterpart to this, is that zeal which, in pro- 
moting any religious object, is less concerned about the 
object itself as to be promoted, than about the man him- 
self, as promoting it. Jehu's zeal, — it was, in mere point 
of faot, for the cause of the " Ijord of hosts /" while, from 
other circumstances, it would appear that he did not really 
care much for that sacked cause itself; but it was a fine 
tiling that he should be exhibited, as a conspicuous and 
important promoter and vindicator, prominent in the ranks 
of the Lord's '"hosts." 

Again, there may be a great zeal for comparatively little 
things, in religion. It is easy to say, that nothing- in 
religion can be considered as, in an absolute sense, of little 
importance. And we may allow, that if a man were capable 
of zeal up to some stupendous pitch, so that, with regard to 
the greatest things of religion, it should emulate, and rival 
and mingle its flames with the zeal of angelic spirits, — ^he 
might then constantly feel what would still be ^reat zeal 
down at the lowest points of the gradation. This would be 
but in proportion. But let him think what is the whole 
amount, at the best, of his zeal ; and then, of the superlative 
importance of some things in religion ; and if so much is 
expended on the minor things, what will there be for the 
greater? Now, knowledge gives the scale of the greater 
and the less. Let him see whether his zeal is ^ according^* 
to that scale. There are minor points of doctrine — and 
various matters of form, — observance— external institution. 
These have often be^i magnified and enforced, as if they 
were the very life and essence of Christianity. 

But again ; there may be such a thing as zeal Jbr great 
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things for little reasons, Thus,^ — of Christiantty in Us 
whole substance, there have been zealous advocates, just on 
this ground, that it is conducive to the temporal well-being 
of a state! By innumerable persons, some one model of 
Christian fiuth is zealously maintained, ehiefly, because it 
has been maintained by their ancestors i In individual 
instances, we have known persons zealously holding 
some important doctrine, chiefly, because it has hap- 
pened to coincide with some particular fancy or impes- 
sion of the person's mind; not from a consideratum 
of its own great evidences. This is a gross dasmrtion of the 
rule — that zeal should be ^ according to hnowledge^ 

There is also a zeal for single, exclusive points in religion, 
— ^whether of greater or less importance— especially the 
most controverted ones; as if the whole importance of 
religion converged to those points, and were to be found 
there alone. (Example in the most strenuous Oalvinists 
and Arminians.) Such zeal miserably impoverishes the 
interest for religion as a grand comprehensive whole, and 
for all the parts of it but the one. And thu« the Y&rj 
** knowledge " itself will dwindle firom taking account of the 
whole. 

We hardly need mention the excessive zeal for a rdigioas 
sect or party ; ofben for it absolutely as such, and wit^i a 
feeling which goes much beyond even their own estimate of 
the importance of the articles in which they differ ; a mardy 
worldly spirit of competition and jealousy. When it goes 
this length it is •* acctyrdmg to hnowledge*' of a certain kind 
— ^the ^' wisdom *' that the apostle James describes as 
coming from below. Yet even this is put to tiie account 
Christian zeaL 

Our text would censure, also, some Christians who 
pertinaciously will expend their zeal in some one way of 
attempting to serve religion, when they might apply it to 
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better purpose in another. Thus, able men have exhausted 
their talents and labours upon some comparatively trifling 
things relating to religion, when, with the same exertion, thej 
might haye served it in its greatest interests. And Christians 
of inferior order have been seen invincibly set on serving the 
cause of God, in ways foreign to their attainments and 
situations, when there were plainly before them other ways 
of certain usefulness. 

We may add to the enumeration, that seal which, in at- 
tempting to do good, takes no account of the fitness of sea- 
son and occasion. It is quite enough that the thing and the 
intention be good in themselves, — never mind wTien^ how, or 
uihere. There is no attention to the particular circumstance of 
the situation ; no consideration of the things likely, in a 
particular instance, to fall in to pervert and frustrate ; no 
selection of opportunity; no judicious policy respecting 
men's prejudices, or the circumstances that influence them. 
Of what value is knowledge, as thus illustrated by the 
want of it I Knowledge would show the adaptation of 
means to ends, — the laws and working of human minds, — 
the favourable conjunctures. Knowledge would point to 
consequences. And zeal should not fuicy itself the more 
noble and heroic for setting all consequences at defiance. 

As the last thing in the description, we might note that 
zeal which seems willing to let its activity in public plans 
and exertions to serve religion, be a substitute for personal 
religion. It is pleasing to believe " letter things" of the 
majority of such active persons, but the exceptions are too 
many and obvious. In such zeal, where is the man's know- 
ledge, if it does not strike him — ^glare upon him, with 
irresistible conviction, how indispensable is religion to his 
own self? 

And this may suggest, as the concluding observation, 
{what ought to have been noticed much sooner ) that for 
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the right qualification of religious zeal, mere knowledge, 
mere correct notional apprehension, wUl not suffice. As 
mere knowledge, indeed, it trtZr prevent or repress some of 
the absurd and mischieyous kinds of zeal; but it will not 
kindle the true zeal for divine things. It must be a know* 
ledge combined with the vital experience of Christiaiiiij, 

I^bruary 20th, 1823. 
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THB WBATH OF KAK OTEBSTrLSD. 

FsALH hxvi. 10. 

** SureU/ the wrath of man shall praise thee,** 

It is humiliating to contemplate the glory of Gk>d as cool- 
nected with the ignominy of Man; that Man should be 
such, that if his idghteous Govemor is to acquire glory from 
him, it must be by an exercise of the Divine attributes 
against him. 

It were an easy, but an useless and even melancholy 
employment of thought, to figure out a splendid vision of 
what the state of our world might have been if sin had not 
entered, — a state in which the glory of Q-od should have 
been also, in its degree, the glory of Man; in which it 
should have been a rnlUng ^^ praise'* that arose to the Most 
High from the virtues of Man, — ^his conformity, devotion, 
gratitude, aud delightful obedience. Yain musings ! But, 
it may be sometimes a pleasing and rational employment oi 
thought to go forward to the future age in which the vision 
will, in a glorious degree, be realized. 

But, thus fiar, through the long sad history, the glory of 
God has very much arisen from the display of his power in 
contest with human iniquity. How the human nature could 
come into such a state, and why the sovereign Lord of all 
things suffered it to do so, have been the fruitless inquiries 
of innumerable speculating minds, — ^inquiries totally in vain. 
How such an awful fact is to answer, intimately a good end, 
is a matter to be surrendered to the wisdom and power of 
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an Infinite Mind. And methinks it is a glorious thing that 
there should be a Mind to which all this is no difficulty 
either to comprehend or to aecomplislL For ourselyes, all 
we can say is, that the Universe is vast — ^that Eternity is 
long ; and that it is perfectly conceivable, that nnder such a 
government, acting and combining on such an immensity of 
space and duration, — ^it is perfectly conceivable (though not 
the manner how) that so much evil may answer a glorious 
end. And no doubt, the redeemed and holy spirits will 
hereafter have a revelation, in part, and by degrees, of this 
great myst^y. 

In the meantime, we clearly see God in opposition to 
man. And also we most clearly see that He is right. For 
wherein has he, through all ages, maintained this opposi- 
tion ? What has he declared and acted against in man P 
the things that we see and know to be in themselves per- 
nidious and hateful ; — ^idolatry,— disregard of true religion, 
—delusion, — all the destructive passions, — all crime and 
vice, — all injustice among men, — oppression,— -rapacious 
selfishness, — cruelty, — fi»ud. And therefore it is right 
that he should gain to himiBelf glory, or ^* praise" in this 
opposition. It is not the praise or glory of a powerful 
tyrant, but of a most righteous Governor. Should he sur- 
render to itself, — ^let go from his jurisdiction, a world that 
is careless of him, alienated, irreligious, rebellious P Should 
he give it up as a province of his dominion from which no 
tribute of honour can be gained, because it is averse to 
render him such tribute P Should he keep it in his great 
system, under a grand economy of Nature and Providence, 
as a portion entirely waste, as a planet not belonging to his 
dominion P May he not righteously extort by his power, 
from the very wickedness of his perverse subjects, a glory 
which thfeir homage, their love, their obedience, will not 
yield him P And the whole spirit and avowal of his decla- 
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ratdons is, that he will do this. Insomuch, that we need not 
hesitate to assert, that, at the final account of this world, he 
will have derived firom it as much glory as could have been 
derived. 

fiut, to think in what manner,— of what kind, — a stupen- 
dous proportion of this tribute will have been yielded ! A 
world which has rendered the highest possible glory to its 
Creator, while it did not wish to glorify him I while its 
spirit has been estranged from his love and his fear ; while 
pervaded by a direful enmity to him ; while the scene of an 
enormous rebellion against him ; while it created to itself 
all conceivable plagues, rather than be conformed to his 
holy laws ; its successive generations through thousands of 
years maintaining the mortal strife against righteousness, 
truth, and the Supreme Good ! So that if the spirit that has 
prevailed in the vast majority were, in the grand final esti- 
mate, to constitute, in itself simply and directly considered, 
the account of what the world has rendered to the Creator's 
glory (that is to say, that he had not in another way ob- 
tained and vindicated to himself that glory,) this world 
would have been, on the whole, a creation lost to his 
purpose ; carried out from the grand system of his designs, 
and appearing to fulfil the purpose rather of some Power 
opposed to him. But we repeat, — He has an overruling 
wisdom and power, which can constrain the mighty Evil 
that is in the world to render him honour against its will; 
to act with an unconscious and undesigned subservience. 

" The wrath of man " has been one of the greatest powers 
and monsters of evil, and our text afl&rms the certainty that 
this shall ^^jpraise " Him. How seldom, -comparatively, has 
this been its direct design or tendency ! How little of it 
has been a pure, holy, burning zeal against iniquity! though 
sometimes so, in Moses for instance. The wrath of man 
very generally involves a corrupt principle; pride, arro- 
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gance, resentment, revenge. It is very often directed, — (ad 
far as it has an intentional aim,) to an evil purpose ; — to 
destroy a just opposition ; — to re-act against an equitable 
authority and rule*; — to give effect to hatred against an 
offensive excellence ; — to inflict an unmeasured punishment 
on little offences ; — sometimes, even, to wreak pure unpro- 
voked malice. Can such a thing as this be made to praise 
the all-righteous Being ? How transcendent, then, his 
power ! 

We may notice briefly, several of the ways in which he 
has manifested this power ; many may easily occur to 
thoughtful minds. 

Sometimes he has suddenly quelled and crushed the 
wrath itself. Many instances are on record, in which men 
burning with fury, perhaps against good things, or good 
men, have been suddenly smitten with an inexplicable 
terror ; as if the very explosion of their own fire had shat- 
tered themselves to pieces ; as if they had seen their own 
fury reflected in a direful flash from a demon's visage, — 
presented to their view for an instant and then gone. In 
many of the instances, there has been no distinct assignable 
cause ; but, we need make no difficulty of believing some 
of the accounts, in which the effect has been ascribed to 
ominous incidents, strange and frightful phenomena in the 
elements, &c., giving a sudden, striking, alarming intima- 
tion of the hostile presence of an invisible superior power. 

Sometimes the wrath, and the persons actuated by it, 
have been suddenly crushed by an avenging stroke of 
Divine justice. All will recollect Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, — and out of the Scripture records there have been 
many instances. A friend now present was citing to me a 
well-authenticated record (in a past age) of a person who 
was furiously cursing and blaspheming, and was literally 
swallowed up by a sudden opening of the earth. There are 
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AGeounts of the deatlis of violent haters of religion and of 
God, by the strangest accidents, and under such remarkable 
conjunetures of time and circumstances, as to make on their 
contemporaries and neighbours an irresistible impression of 
judicial interposition. Sometimes the instrument has been 
a terrible one ; someidmes apparently trivial. And in some 
cases not fatal (i. e. as to life) the malignant rage has be^i 
made to recoil in effects which have marked out the persons 
as living monuments of the divine vengeance, — a terror to 
themselves and all about them. 

It is pleasing to divert a moment to another sort of 
instances meeting the terms of the text ; namely, persons 
who, when impelled with violent animosity against religion, 
and its faithful adherents, have been suddenly smitten and 
arrested with religious conviction. We hardly need name 
the great Apostle, who is at the head of them ; but there 
have been many examples (of an inferior order) even, in 
recent times ; men who have perhaps vowed to perpetrate 
some atrocious violence against some unusual manifestation 
of Beligion — ^have gone with a determined design against 
the person and life of some pious, zealous proclaimer of the 
truth, prepared with weapons or missiles; but when they 
have come to the place, and when their rage would naturally 
have been exasperated, they have felt, in the first instance, 
as if some invisible fetters were on their very limbs ; and 
then, their attention has been fixed, as if by a spell ; they 
have had new and strange perceptions ; conscience has been 
aroused ; the fury has been changed to fear and distress, to 
penitence and prayer. The convert has not been slow to 
declare aU this, at the eost of scorn and malice, and baa 
bec(»ne a zealous promoter of the good cause. So wonderfid 
a change has led others to serious thought ; and how great 
the '^praise" that has thus arisen to God! 

" The tDraih qf num** has been made subservient to the 
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*^ praise** ot God bj ^profokmg signal manifestations of his 
power, in rery many ways. For example (and we have 
adverted to some of them abeady), those in vindication of 
his insulted majesiy. Not that his supreme Majesty can be 
injured, or can need any avenging 1 But if he is to govern 
tlM earth, it is requisite that that be done which shidl pre- 
serve an awful reverence in his subjects ; that he shall not 
be defied with impunity, by '^ torath " pointed at him. 
Therefore such transactions have taken place as those in 
Egypt and at the Bed Sea. But even the people so 
delivered insulted him repeatedly with a stupendous au^ 
dacity ; and therefore were visited with avenging judgments, 
to smite down this horrid presumptioh (Sennacherib; — 
Antiochus l^phanes ; — ^that most dreadful of all tragediec^ 
the destruction of Jerusalem.) Such vindidive* judgm^its 
on the wrath of man pointed against God, have made it 
subserve His glory, — ^inasmuch as they have stood up con- 
spicuous monuments and testimonies to all ages, that he is 
not to be insulted and defied by his creatures. And through 
the course of subsequent time, there have not been wanting 
examples to the same effect. Yet, the Almighty has been 
sparing of these dispensations, in their most i^ecial and 
terrible forms ; if we consider what a number of impetuous, 
rancorous emotions, and daring expressions, have been (not 
only virtually so, as all sin is, but) directly and formally 
against him. 

Again ; — ^ The wrath qf man," as agamat the cause and 
people of God, has been overruled to his "^j^raiaeJ* "We 
are not fiilsely accusing the world when we say, that a vast 
proportion of its hostile passion and action has been in this 
direction, between intense persecution and a more general 
evil-mindedness and opposition. We may apply the text to 
the history of persecution. This wrath^ proceeding has, 
for one thing, driven the adherents of the good cause into 
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a wide dispersion ; and, wherever they have gone, they have 
carried their sacred faith and become its apostles; they 
have carried much of their Christian virtues also. Where 
they have remained suffering, their exemplary fortitude, 
resignation, and fidelity, have displayed their cause, their 
religion, with the advantage of being associated with these 
virtues. When they have been consigned to torments and 
a violent death, their invincible determination, heroic de- 
votement, and unshaken constancy, have displayed much 
more than — their absolute conviction of the truth of what 
they suffered for; have proved that a divine energy sup- 
ported them, — ^proved, therefore, that their cause was the 
cause of G-od. It is true, and familiar enough to our know- 
ledge, that there have been martyrs (though not many) for 
doctrines that were false ; several for Atheism itself. But 
these were either persons most ardently fanatical, almost 
up to the pitch of madness; or men of the most proud, 
intrepid, obstinate temperament. But look at the myriads 
of Christian sufferers, of both sexes, of all ages, and of all 
qualities; many of them of little natural courage, few of 
them inured to Spartan and martial habits. And it were 
contemptible and wilful foUy to affect not to see a divine 
power and testimony in this; multitudes of heathens did 
see it in this light ; and themselves became Christians and 
martyrs through the conviction* Wow here, God received 
glory in consequence of " the wrath of man.** His religion 
was magnificently honoured, — ^his intervention was evinced 
— ^his cause was rapidly extended. 

But, it was not alone in empowering his children to brave 
terrors and sufferings, that he mterposed to frustrate the 
wrath of man. The history of such seasons and scenes 
abounds with the most remarkable instances of providential 
interpositions to save or rescue particular individuals from 
their enemies. The keen malignity was close upon the 
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prey; but wlien it made the tiger spring, the expected 
victim eluded, and was gone. And sometimes, when the 
defenceless subject was, in all human appearance, absolutely 
in the destroyer's grasp, turns of circumstances the most 
improbable have, in an instant, mocked the malice and 
power ; so that the wrath has been reduced to vent itself in 
vain curses, while the rescued servant of Qtod. has in safety 
been blessing him. In what terms and feelings was he 
^^ praised" by the company to which Peter went from 
prison ? And then, again, by his avenging judgments on 
those who have endeavoured to destroy his people and 
cause, G-od has gained himself glory. Every nation and 
kingdom where this hafi been done, has, in one manner or 
another, been the scene of his vindictive visitation. And 
these manifestations have impressed a reverential awe of 
him. And there are memorable examples of such visitation 
on individuals, from monarchs down to the most subordi- 
nate agents of persecution. There have been disastrous 
turns of events, sometimes precisely and most critically aris- 
ing from some of their persecuting proceedings ; — ^hideous 
diseases, — desperate remorse and horror toward the con- 
clusion of their lives. And all the while, and in defiance of 
all, the good cause has been maintained and progressive, in 
an almost unaccountable manner ; when mighty power was 
against it, as well as all manner of craft and machination; 
while it had no power, of the secular kind. Thus God has 
made the powerful " torath of mem" a striking illustration 
of his power, and of his faithfulness to his promises. 

It were k somewhat varied illustration of the text to 
observe, that God has in some instances suffered '^ the torath 
of man " to work on, in a successful process and without 
any apparent interference or opposition till it was just 
coming to its natural result ; and then, by a sudden inter- 

TOL. I. TX 
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position, has caused a result infinitely different. (Instance 
Haman — ^Daniel — Nebuchadnezzar's Aimace, though in this 
instance, the process short.) It is striking to conceiye of 
the Almighty as calmly beholding a design, step after step, 
well devised, with fulness of power and means, and offering 
no interruption — ^the triumph of iniquity already beginning 
— and then ! — 

Another exemplification is, where it comports with his own 
sovereign designs to permit the operation of the wrath of man 
qtdte on to the effect intended ; all this being but the train 
to accomplish a glorious purpose of his own ; so that, the 
rage of iniquity, from first to last, works unintentionally for 
Him. The superlative eicample of this is the death of the 
Son of God. It was a divine decree that this great sacrifiee 
should be offered for human redemption. K we mighty 
for an instant, entertain Buch a supposition, as that there 
had not been, in that peculiar people, a wickedness so 
extreme as would perpetrate the deed,— doubtless it would 
by other agency have been effected. But there was no 
need of any extraordinary agency ; it was only for Provi- 
dence to leave human nature to its course,— and the deed 
would be done. There was no tjreation of a special and 
extraordinary malignity and delusion to a>ccomplish Uie 
object. God only suffered maj^ to evince and display, by 
the very fact itself, how dreadiPully the race was depmved 
and fallen. The long process of "tw«fA" went cm in 
desperate malignity; each stage was an advance towards 
accomplishing the htman purpose, but also that of God, 
There was no extraordinary interposition to flnistrate the 
design. It was accomplished i and the wrath of man 
triumphed. But, over this temporary and deluded triumph of 
wickedness was the sovereign triumph of the divine purpose 
aud the divine mercy ! And thus that wrai^ of man is turned, 
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victoriously, to the glory of God, in the case of every 
human being that has been, or shall be, saved for ever, 
through the efficacy of that Sacrifice. 

We will only add just one more illustration, and of a 
different order. God makes use of this great evil, 'Hke 
wrath of man^^ to make war on and destroy other great 
evils in the earth ; — he lets it %q forth, with his commission 
as a gigantic Demolisher. One wicked nation has been 
made his avenger on the greater wickedness of another. 
Wars of conquest have been directed by Providence to 
break up a state of ignorance, and barbarism, which seemed 
otherwise to have a principle of perpetuity. Furious 
invasions, iniquitous in i^eir principle, and intended for no 
good, have had the efiEect of destroying monstrous tyrannies 
and direful Bup^rstitions. Those formidable invincible 
Bomans were made such an instrument by Providence. 
The Spanish invasion of Mexico demolished a superstition, 
perhaps the BM>st inf^iial on the globe. And we confi- 
dently truat in the Almighty Power and Goodness, that if 
a mighiy design which now agibates the minds of the 
nations shall go into operation, it will, besides being utterly 
frus<a*ated in what it does intend, be overruled to accompUsh 
a gloriouB effect, perfectly foareign and contrary to what it 
intends. 

March 5, 1828. 
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LECTUEE XXVin. 

THE mrOBBABB OF KNOWLEDGE A SIGIT OF THE TIMES. 

Daiqel xii. 4. 

" Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall he 
increased" 

Oina woM of apology may, perhaps, be thought necessary 
for taking this passage for our use in the mere, immediate, 
literal sense of its terms. But the idea which first and 
immediately occurs to the hearer's thoughts — ^the superficial 
meaning, if we may so express it — ^is what we are willing, in 
the present instance, to seize upon, as leading to a few 
observations not altogether, we hope, devoid of instruction. 

In several former instances, we have endeavoured to turn 
to a beneficial account, by religious reflections, circum- 
stances in the economy of nature, — ^in the condition of 
human life, — and in the state and events of the world. 
And, we should think it might be well worth while to make 
the same attempt in respect to one very conspicuous circum- 
stance in the habits of mankind in the present age. The 
terms of the text may suggest what we are alluding to. 

One of the most remarkable characteristics of these late 
times is — a moving, a rovi/ng, disposition of mankind. The 
stiU and stationary habits of our fore&thers are broken up 
to a wonderful degree. A very great proportion of human 
beings are seen actuated by a restless impulse, to go hither 
and thither. An impatience of the sameness of life; — 
business — ^friendship — curiosity — ^the spirit of enterprise — 
and religious zeaL->are carrying multitudes in all directions. 
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And it is surprising to tliink how many, of late years, have 
gone fer and wide oyer the face of the earth, — to all the 
more accessible parts of the globe, and some that had been 
regarded as almost inaccessible. This, in the degree of it, 
is a striking novelty of our age. The consequence has 
necessarily followed ; namely, a very great increase of know- 
ledge. Many, have immediately, in their own persons, 
acquired this; but also, it has been very widely difiused 
through the community. 

We would briefly advert to several views, or parts, of this 
increased knowledge, and to the instruction which it may 
supply. But, there might, first, be a remark or two on the 
spirit itself of " run/ning to <md fro^ We are not to regard 
it as wholly an improvement in the character of these our 
times. How many do it from no motive of seeking wisdom 
or solid good of any kind ! Many do it from the restless- 
ness of an empty mind, with an abhorrence of aU serious 
exercise for their own improvement; to amuse and sport 
away as much of their short life as they can in the mere 
pleasure of variety ; diverted from place to place, and from 
object to object, without so much as a thought of deriving 
instruction. And there are some that might actually seem 
to "rtwi to a/nd fro " for the very purpose of attracting into 
ttiemselves all the diversified vanities and vices any where 
to be found. They have a strong magnetism for the attrac- 
tion of all congenial eviL They come back as if to show 
3presentatively, by example, in how many ways hiunan 
features can befool their reason, and rid themselves of 
I heir conscience ; and often with a more confirmed and 
. vowed contempt of religion. All this is a perfectly 
latural effect; for, in traversing the scenes of the world, 
what should men collect — draw to themselves — ^but that 
hich most suits their disposition ? And if the great ma- 
>rity of the rovers be (as we suspect they are) destitute of 
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redl wisdom, sound principles, and all religion, — ^wliat will 
they fiaturdlj like and acquire, wherever thej go P In 
this view of the case, the modem hal)it ia a great evil ; and 
the community, in this land, has been very sensibly aSected 
by it. It has produced a fentastic frivolity— ft laxity,— a 
fashionableness of vice, — a ktitudinarianism,— and a pro- 
file levity, with respect to religion. 

Bat to turn to the more favourable view of the subject. 
There has resulted a vast increase of knowledge which may 
be of immense value and instruction. 

We might name, first — knowledge of the natural worid ; 
the whole order of nature on this globe; all the confor- 
mations of the elements ; the regions on almost all sides of 
the earth ; the climates, aspects, and infinitely diversified 
producffcio&d ; and the adaptations ; all the forms of visible 
sublimity and beauty; the mighty changes and catastrophes. 
These have been explored and contemplated by a very great 
number of adventurous, inquisitive, and intelligent men, 
who have brought to us a rich variety of information ; inso- 
much that Solomon's utmost knowledge of this earth was 
slender compared with what is easily attainable now by 
ordinary men. 

Now, do we profess to be adorers of the glorious Cebatoe ? 
Think, then, what this ample '' knowledge " may do for us ! 
There are more scenes in which, in thought, to take our 
devout position, thence to look up to the Almighty ; stur 
pendens phenomena, to place ourselves near (in mind) to 
realise to ourselves his majesty and power; an enlarging 
and boundless diversity and multiplicity in which to behold 
his all-^prolific and infinite invention, his amazing, and as it 
were, lavish profusion and affluence of contriving and 
creative energy ; how everything like limitation is thrown 
infinitely off. One and the same simple power — absolute 
in each of all the stupendous diversity! And then the 
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grand whole pervaded and sustaiii^ with perfect fsu^ility ! 
This sphere of contemplation is enlarging by ovx increased 
knowledge. And it becomes a charge q£ guilt if our 
religious, our adoriag sentiments^ do Aot enlarge with it. 
It is a lamentable fact to remark, that many of the very 
men who have done the most to enlarge this knowledge, 
have appeared insensible themselvea of this grand use of 
their admirable labours. (Humboldt.) 

Shall we name as another thing gained through the pecu- 
liar spirit of this age (for "r»»nmy to andfra'') the greatly- 
increased knowledge of the remains and monuments of 
ancient times P we meaja chiefly things relating to man. 
There have been discoTered and explored works aud monu- 
ments of races almost or quite unknown to history. But a 
more solemn interest is connected with the local memoriala 
of ages and nations memorable in Sacred History — of Baby- 
lon, for example, respecting which it had become dubious 
whether there were any ascertainable, remains. "Within very 
latp years men of our ow» country (one man of this city*) 
have examined the site of that most famous scene of the 
magnificence of Nebuchadnes^ar-— (^ the sublime piety of 
Daniel— and of the interpositions and judgments pf the 
Almighty, now presenting enormous masses of ruin and deso- 
lation. We might also mention Judea, Jerusalem, the Pead 
Sea^ &c. But only to advert to Egypt, a most memorably 
conspicuous scene. What thing, possible to be imagined, was 
le89 to have been expected than the discovery of the magni- 
ficent tomb, hidden fer underneath a rocky mountain, of the 
son of Pharaoh Nedio, with that elder monarch's own name 
and exploits pictured on its walls P The mystical scenery, 
and the most superb of the contents of that dark mansion, 

* The late Claudius James lUch, Esq., British Resident at Bagdad. 
See Fester's lAfe and Csrrespondmse, toL t 388, and Memoirs qf HU 
Life of Sir James MadeifUash, vol. i. pp. 201, 36$, 424. 
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after remaining in profoundest night for thousands of years, 
have been made familiar in our country ; and thus a con- 
firmation has been incidentally afforded to the yeracity of 
Sacred History. "We need not particularise the many other 
discovered monuments of the ancient world, in various 
regions. 

But, then, what is the use of this '^ increased know- 
ledger' 

It may, and should, for one thing, contribute to promote 
a disposition to thoughtfulness, reflection, solemnity. It 
may give us a more lively impression of reality while we 
read the ancient Scriptures; something more like being 
present to the remarkable transactions, events, divine judg- 
ments. It may suggest thoughts of the extended duration 
of the Divine Government ; the idea of our remote relation- 
ship as descendants in the one great family, now so far off 
in time ; thoughts of the fleeting condition on earth of the 
human generations ; impressive reflections on the vanity of 
pride and glory ; in some instances, the fulfilment of p;ro- 
phecy. We may add, that, from being led so far back 
toward the beginning of the world, the thought may go the 
more forcibly towards its close. 

But there are more interesting views of the increased 
knowledge gained by the spirit of our age. We have now 
a much more comprehensive information of the actual state 
and quality of the human race. We may say that nearly 
aU nations of the earth have been brought within our view, 
from the highest cultivation to the lowest barbarism ; of all 
colours, physiognomies, languages, customs, and religions* 
We thus behold an aggregate wider, vaster, and more diver- 
sified, than our ancestors did. Now, this should magnify 
all our ideas of what relates to the power and compass of 
*the Divine G-ovemment on earth. Let another tribe, and 
still another, be discovered, deep toward the centre of a 
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continent,— or in a tract surrounded by a vast desert, — or 
in a remote part of the ocean ; that too, and that, is under 
the same dominion and Providence. Every individual of 
these additional thousands and myriads is a marked distinct 
object of the Supreme attention. 

Our increased knowledge of the human race, acquired 
through the activity of so many ^^gomg to and Jro^^ is an 
enlarged manifestation of several great facts in the condition 
of Man. Por instance, that man is everywhere the same. 
Make out the amplest list of modifications and peculiarities 
(and it is almost endless), but stiU the self-same substance 
is there. They are truly of " one hhod," in a moral, as well 
as natural sense. They are true to their original and 
primary exemplar. In parallel circumstances, they will act 
in the same manner. The first impression, with respect to 
some remote strange tribe of them, as if they must be of a 
different race, soon vanishes, and trtie tmiversal Man comes 
palpably to view. Intelligent travellers, sojourning among 
such tribes, have often repeated the observation, how 
perfectly, how identically, in principle, the merest savages 
have acted, in their way, just the same things that are the 
study and the pride of courts and polished nations. All are 
fit, therefore, for one and the same dispensation to be 
applied to their nature and interests, when it shall please 
Heaven to make its last best Dispensation universal. 

But another still more conspicuous fact, and a dreadful 
one, is additionally illustrated and confirmed, by our in- 
creased knowledge of the human race over the world — 
namely, that the human nature is miserably and horribly 
perverted and depraved. In one or two instances, a little 
secluded portion of mankind has been found, much less 
glaringly the subject of this deformity, from very explicable 
causes, in some of the cases. But look at the general con- 
dition of the race ! All over the globe the interests of the 
soul are sacrificed to those of the body ; justice, both in 
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feeling and practice, is triumphed over by wrong— by 
selfishness, acting in ten thousand modes of fraud and 
violence. In what part of the world, witVlittle exc^tioQ, 
have not our explorers found flagrant traces of the ^^fir^t^ 
bom Cam?*^ What graphical illustrations of their books 
of travels do not exhibit the shapes of deadly weapons and 
munitions of war P Where is it that the chief glory is not 
(as h^e) placed in excelling prowess for slaughter ? Or is 
it yet expected, to find, in any region remaining to be 
explored (Central Africa^ say), a section of our race where 
m^i are not afraid of one another, and with good cause P 
No ; it is regarded aa quite certain, that additional testi- 
monies are, some time or other, to be brought from the 
tracts still unknown, that MiK is a wretched and depraved 
creature. The most recent, and the farthest penetration 
toward the region just named, has furnished nothing so 
remarkable as some novelties of infernal malignity and 
cruelty, to be added to those reported from other quarters 
of the same continent (especially by Bowdich). To all this 
is to be added, that every extension of our geographical 
knowledge has enlarged and aggravated the hideous fUHK)unt8 
of what we are to call Beli^fion among the human race^- 
the novelties of Pagan superstitioA — ^besides further illua* 
teations by so many describees, of the Popery and Maho- 
medanism which we seemed to know so weU before. All 
this displays tohat Man ia — ^that is, if what he does^ over the 
wide world, is to be any evidence of what he w. And if 
there were a theory which, after all this, should deny the 
essential radical depravity of human nature, that would be 
just another item to be added to the account, to show thi^ 
his reason may be as perverted as his moral dispositions. 

On the topic oifaUe religioiMy we should observe, that 
our augmented knowledge, gained from the niuoerous 
traversers of the earth, is not alone a larger account of what 
tiiey are, as a catalogue of notions and rites, — ^but also, a 
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much improved information of their tendency and effect. 
To cite but one instajice : less than half a century since, 
it was very generally believed in this country, that the 
Hindoos were about the most innocent, gentle, kindly dis- 
posed beings on the face of the earth. j^Tay, not half that 
time since, it was by some in this country represented 
and asseverated, that their religion made them such that it 
was not desirable to introduce among them another religion, 
for the purpose of altering them. But now we need not 
say how all this delusion is exploded — how irresistibly it 
has been demonstrated, that their Mse religion has a most 
hatefiil practical effect, and that it has so consistently and 
naturally. 

It is pleasing to follow such gloomy statements, with the 
observation that — our increased knowledge of different por- 
tions of mankind, furnishes illustrations also of the tendency 
and influence of Christianity — genuine Christianity ; it 
evinces its tendency and efficacy to purify — to raise — ^to 
impart noble motives, — ^to inspire consolation — ^to dispose to 
duty and good order. Look at Greenland, Labrador, — ^the 
Negroes in the West Lidies, — some islands of the South 
Sea, — a spot or two of Africa, the Christian communities 
on the Malabar coast, — ^the converts gained in Bengal and 
Ceylon. And it is pecidiarly striking to observe one circti^ 
stance, namely, the sameness in all parts of the world, of 
the operation on the mind, of the converting Christian 
truth. Every where it impresses a deep sense of guilt, — 
a profound humiliating conviction of the wretched, de- 
praved, ruined condition of man ; and of the absolute 
necessity of stieh a resource and remedy as that manifested 
in Jesus Christ ; — that is to say, a sacrifice of atonement, — 
a pardon through that medium, — and an influence of a 
Divine Spirit. 

March 20, 1823. 
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LECTUEE XXIX. 

SOCIAL CHAKGES STTBSEBVIENT TO THE KIKODOM 
OE OHBIST. 

EzEKiEL xxi. 27. 

" I will overtttm, overturn, overtv/m it, and it shall he no 
more until he come whose right it is, and I will give it 
himr 

This chapter contains a prophecy of the alienation, — the 
subversion, — ^the overthrow, — of the high and independent 
dominion in the Jewish nation; a prediction of successive 
upsettings and ruinous confusions; a declaration that the 
dominion should " he no morej^ (in a high and perfect 
state), till a personage should come whose " right'' it would 
be. This personage, in the opinion of the best expositors, 
is no other than the Messiah. 

The solemn sentence we have read will perhaps authorize 
us in a more extensive application than any mere reference 
to the Jewish nation and dominion, — an application no less 
than to the general state of the world, and especially in the 
present and approaching times. It is certainly under the 
great law and destiny of being " overturned, overturned.^^ 
And well that it is so I There is a well-known phrase, 
which has been applied by one and another, to various 
things in the world, just as anything happened to be a 
favourite of prejudice or fancy, " Esto PERrETUA." But, 
methinks, a sober and enlightened looker on the world will 
not find very many things on which he can deliberately pro- 
nounce it. He certainly cannot begin with it at home (in 
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the strict sense), that is, the state of his own mind taken 
entire and as it is. There is no conceivable thing that he 
would more earnestly deprecate. And if he shall cast a 
rapid glance of survey over the world, his attention will 
very soon be arrested by many things which he would not 
wish exempted from such a denunciation as that of the text. 
Let him look abroad with this plain question on his 
thoughts, — What prevents that there should be far more 
true religion, practical justice, genuine liberty, and peace, 
in the world? What prevents? We do not so much 
refer to the general cause (the radical perversity of human 
nature) as to the more special and formal ones. Now, if he 
be a genuine friend to God and man, nothing that is thus 
preventive and hostile will, on any account, find favour with 
him, so that he should deprecate the sentence being passed 
upon it, " overturn I overturn ! " Not even though a self- 
interest, or a supposed national interest, might be served 
by the continuance. Por an example of such supposed 
national interest, — ^but a few years since, it was advanced, 
without any apparent shame, as an argument against all 
attempts at christianizing the people of India, that if such a 
design were effected, the consequence would be, that those 
nations would throw off our yoke, ultimately. 

Perhaps we should not proceed on such a subject without 
first joining in the protest against the passion -for mere 
change and commotion ; a restless discontent that everything 
should continue as it is. Certainly there has in late times 
been a measure of this diseased passion at work; and 
accompanied by something worse, — that is, an unprincipled 
purpose, set upon grasping unrighteous, selfish advantages, 
at all costs and hazards to mankind. But this is so very 
evidently pernicious, and so palpably against the general 
interest and will, that it never can be long or extensively 
prevalent. Yet Providence may, occasionally, make use 
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■even of this for its great polioses ; may let loose tbe wild 
violence, and direct its operation, on what is decreed to be 
demoHsbed. 

However, a good mm wants not to excite to activity any 
^uch spirit while he beholds the things he wishes over- 
turned. Whai things ? — ^Tou have only to reflect a moment 
what has, at one time or another, stru(^ you tine mofit 
forcibly as obstructing religion, improvement, hi^^boeas, 
among men, and inflicting mischief and misery. At dif^ 
ferent times, you have been moved with regret, and ind^- 
nation and almost horror, as the several grand evils, tha^ 
are oppressing and blasting the world, have unfolded their 
deformity and malignant effects to your view. One mighty 
system of iniquity crushing down a great portion of the 
order of human welfere. Another gigantic shape of mischief 
devouring a share of what would remain. And yet another, 
— ^like the successive plagues of Egypt. So that, if they 
could be presented all at once in the view, you would feel 
yourself surroimded by such a combination of monsters as 
poetry never feigned ; (never in one exhibition.) 

Perhaps the first that will occur to .the mind is,— ;^i^e, 
pemicume Meligion, But there is something dreadful in tibe 
conjunction of these terms, — BeUgion — ^lae — p^nicious, — 
and we might add, infernal ! Beligion ! i^e ]ig^ of the 
world! turned into error, delusi<m, and darkness J Beligiim! 
the sacred bond of the creature to the glorious Oreator ! 
rent and re-formed into a bondage to all that is in oppo- 
sition to him! Eeligion! designed as the purifier and 
elevator of man, — transformed infko the promoter, even i^e 
creator, and the sanction, of his corruptions and degrada- 
tion! Eeligion, in «hort, the happiness of man On earth, 
and the preparation for eternal h^piaess, — converted into 
a cause of misery, here and hereafter 1 

Then, " Overturn ! overturn ! " Will not any possible 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE KINGDOM Or CHBIST. 803 

concusBions and convulsions, — any kind of moral earth- 
quake, that may tjontribute to demolish, — ^be a blessing? 
To annihilate stich a pest as Sodom, the vale of Siddim was 
well lost ! To exterminate a legion of murderers, the reduc- 
tion of the surrounding country to a temporary desert, 
would be a cheap sacrifice. And by whatever it shall cost 
to destroy felse religion, the world will be a gainer. Let it 
fall ! though the world should tremble to its centre at the 
crash ! At the view of eacb great division of this enormous 
iniquity (the Pagan — ^Mohammedan — Popish), the impreca- 
tion will still be, " overturn, overtwn ! " At the view of 
each great distinguishing property and characteristic of 
false religion, we shall utter the same word ! For instance : 
— that property or principle of it by which it strikes down 
prostrate on the ground unnxmibered myriads oi immortal 
spirits in homage to some piece of inanimate matter, as once 
on the plains of Dura y-^hat, by which it invests a class of 
men with a reputed sanctity and power, to delude and over- 
awe their fellow mortals ; — that, by whidi it enjoins, or 
sanctions, cruelty and all wickedness as pious serdce; — 
that, by which it repels and curses knowledge as a mortal 
plague ; — that, by which it amuses and dissipates the mind, 
and lays conscience dead, with an infiniiy of ceremonies ;— 
that, by which (in some of the nations oalled Christian) it 
takes the very doctrines and facts of the true religion, and 
perverts them to wicked purposes. At the sight of eadi 
and all of these, we shall exclaim, " Overturn ! overturn ! '* 
A vast system of military fortifications, ^rf the Infernal 
King, is spread over the whole earth ; the faring ^ndenoe 
of his invasion, and usurped, continued dominion. It is 
delightfol to see, at any quarter, the 'crac^n and rents of -a 
commencing dilapidation ; to see the ground beginning to 
heave and tremble tinder the odious weight. Imagine, in 
any country, a mighty fortress of a cruel tyrant, eonsli- 
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tuting the mam strength of his occupancy, — even the most 
dreadful earthquake would be almost welcome to the people, 
if thej saw that it was prostrating the massive walls, the 
impregnable towers, of this fortress; — ^their own humble 
abodes might be seen falling, " but look yonder ! something 
else is also falling !" 

Again, what ruinations there must be on earth before 
Christianity is set quite clear and pure from all the 
corruptions of worldly policy. " Let the train of them go 
on!" will every one say that loves it in its heavenly 
simplicity. " Overturn /" will still be his prayer, with 
respect to all systems and institutions, which, by their 
principle, put religion on any ground where it must be 
necessarily and primarily a secular affair; — ^where the 
spiritual interests shall be made formally subsidiary and 
servile to the secular ; where secular regards will necessarily 
have the ascendency; — ^where the leading considerations 
will naturally be those of emolument and ambition. 

Under this topic of Eeligion may be named, as work for 
the process of subversion, all such erroneous opinions in 
religion as are deeply injurious, or quite fatal to the very 
object of Christianity. Not that we are anticipating, ever, 
on earth, any such thing as a complete uniformity, — that 
object for which the powers of earth and hell have so often 
been moved. But, if the mighty course of revolutions is 
intended by the Almighty, for the very purpose (as its 
grand, supreme object) of making Christianity prevalent in 
the earth, it must be trt^ Christianity ; and the false and 
pernicious forms of opinion must sink for the same reason 
that Christianity at all, is to be advanced over the world. 
Among the most pernicious doctrines, must be all such as 
tend necessarily to cherish and exalt human pride. It 
would be well and wisely done — would it not? for the 
Almighty to be pverturning, and overturning, the whole 
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state of the world, to promote a religion which should teach 
men to be better pleased with themselves ; to idolize them- 
selyes, — and, of course, to form a lower idea of his holy 
and all-perfect law! And, again, would it be well and 
consistently done, for him to be promoting, by a progress of 
tremendous convulsioi^, demolitions, and ruinations, a 
religion expressly under the character of the dominion of 
the Messiah, — and yet that religion should zealously repre- 
sent the Messiah in such a character that there should be 
an expressibly absurd (I was going to say, ludicrous,) 
disproportion and incongruity between him and the 
magnificence of this dominion ? All images and kinds 9nd 
degrees and combinations of splendour and celebration, — all 
superlatives of blessing, and glory, and honour, ai^d. 
majesty, in the description of his kingdom, — and all this 
converging and shining upon Him personally, as the central 
majesty of the scene, — ^and yet Ke might just as well have 
been John the Baptist, or any one of the Apostles! To 
other doctrines, to isSi with the rise of Christimufy, we 
need not particularly allude. 

There are other evils, of great magnitude, on which we 
have to imprecate the fulfilment of the text. We named 
genuine freedom, as having but a narrow and r^ressed ex- 
istence on earth. It is true enough that mankind hi^ve 
been very imperfectly^^ ioc freedom, in any age ; owing to 
their^ ignorance, wild passions, attention confined to imme- 
diate interests, and servility. But, it has not been from 
a benevolent consideration of this, that tyrants have kept 
them in slavery; not from a paternal kindness, fi» &t 
children not to be trusted to themselves. ISo ; they have 
systematically kept them in a state fit to be tyrannized 
over. And very successful the policy has beim. The 
History of the World presents, almost over its whole vast 
breadth, one melancholy spectacle of mu3kiD4.#^bjft^^ ^ 

TOL. I. X 
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the uncontrolled will of a few individuals, assuming the 
station of Deities, and very many of them the worst of 
their race, ^^the basest of menP* And, think how the 
nations have fared under this domination and proprietor- 
ship, in which they have suffered themselves to be held 
captive, — ^forced to all uses, like any other property, to 
gratify their lords ;— but above all, to the one grand use of 
destroying one another. They have perished in prodigious 
heaps, to determine the question whose property they 
were ! (Cantemir's Othman Empire — ^Wars of York and 
Iiancaster.) Now, is this the ri^ht condition for mankind 
to be in ? — or will it be a state of things permitted, by 
God or man, to continue, as knowledge shall be extended, 
and religion prevail? Yet what do we behold at this 
hour ? A league of three or four individuals to dictate, — 
peremptorily, to the civilized world as it is called, — ^to 
perhaps nearly two hundred millions of human beings. 
And with a threatening of imlimited slaughter and devasta- 
tion^ if disobeyed. . And with mighty means to execute 
the threatening. Such a system resolutely maintained 
must come to a tremendous result. It will ultimately 
compel two vast orders of will and force into awful conflict ; 
like that of the fire and water at the Last Day. For it 
cannot be that G-od has appointed the general human mind 
to subside in quiet enslavement and stagnation. There 
will be mighty commotions ; a " shaking of the nations'* in 
all probability. But the omens are very dark as to any 
speedy results &om them of a kind to satisfy a Christian 
and philanthropic spirit. The gloomy omens arise from thisj 
—that God has his own controversy with all the nations. 
The assemblage of nations, over which the portentous signs 
are darkening and thickening, with the gloom of thunder, 
are nominally Christian nations ;— -but, for the far greater 
part; 0unk in actual idolatry, mingled with infidelity. If 
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some of these be excited to a grand commotion against 
overwhelming tyranny, — ^the single point of right, so far, 
may be plain. But this is not aU. When there is a con- 
flict between a nation of idolaters on the one side, and of 
mingled idolaters and infldels on the other, there is much 
more in the case for the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Governor, than a mere question of relative right in the 
particular matter immediately in question. He may set that 
question aside, for a while, and, in his sovereign justice, 
make such nations the equal scourges of one another ; and, 
in such a process, there may be a succession of overtum- 
ings, each apparently reversing the preceding. And when 
we survey the superstition and the irreligion, and the moral 
depravity equally combined with both, through the nations 
of Europe, we have cause to apprehend a long train of 
convulsions and calamities before either liberty or religion 
can prevail. 

Indeed, how should there be any such thing as genuine 
liberty, in combination with the slavery of superstition, and 
the licence of irreligion and vicep And it is awful to 
think with what a measure of calamity these may first be 
visited; partly to punish, and partly to shake and loosen 
their hold. If we look at superstition, alone, the popish 
superstition, — that has, in some of the countries, taken such 
entire possession of the people's minds, so wholly pervaded 
and conformed their habits of thought, — and is so inter- 
volved in all their institutions, that, — ^a confusion and 
upsetting of their whole national economy may be ab- 
solutely necessary to shake this odious despotism of error 
and delusion. Something may be necessary to disturb, 
confound, and distract their minds ; — ^to drive and tear 
them out of their ancient position ; — ^to force thoughts, and 
doubts, and new apprehensions upon them;— to make a 
convulsive wrench of their mental fetters ; — ^to shake, and 

I 2 
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crack, and rive, their prison-house. It may be neces' 
cessary that the regular order of their superstitious cere- 
monies should be riolently interrupted and broken up. It 
may be necessary that many of their institutions be ruined ; 
and their ecclesiastical tyrants be rendered objects of 
suspicion, hostility, or contempt. This may be the required 
" overtwming ;'* and this may be effected by political com- 
motion; by war and revolution, backward and forward. 
" Necessary,^* we said ; not of course that Q-od could not 
cause a nation's deliverance from superstition by milder 
means. But mild means have not been his method with 
corrupted superstitious nations, (the Jews for example,) 
and are very little likely to be so now. Therefore, if the 
Almighty be really going to accelerate the progress of his 
cause, and of human improvement — (and the thickening 
shocks and commotions of the moral world corresponding 
to the images and predictions of Prophecy warrant us to 
hope so) — we have yet a dark and fearful prospect before 
us. But the consolation is, that all these '' overturning^* 
are to displace and destroy what obstructs the cause of 
Heaven, and of human happiness. And the object is 
worth aU that the Sovereign Governor has doomed that it 
shall cost ! To hasten the destruction of the spiritual reign 
of " the Man of Sin,* and of the stupifying dominicm of 
ignorance, and of the oppressions of despots and tyrants — 
it is worth that there should be wars, invasions, and revolu- 
tions, dreadful as they are. Dreadful indeed! and thus 
we see what nations that forget God, and grow inveterate 
in evil, entail on their posterity. 

'^ I will overturn, overtumf overturn!** The repetition 
of this word of solemn denunciation has a striking sound 
and import. How strongly it intimates the reluctance of 
mankind to change to what is good, — ^to what is finally right. 
They and their affairs change only to what requires to be 
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changed again : and a third tim6 changed, and still again ! 
What a race it is ! that when driven from one position by 
divine judgments and calamities, is sure to go in a direction 
where it must be encoxmtered by more such judgments ! so 
that they cannot, at the first turn, have the good that is 
intended ultimately from violent changes; there must be 
more changes first. 

Men of easy faith and sanguine hope have sometimes, 
after one great commotion and change, joyously assured 
themselves that this would suffice. " The grand evil is 
removed ; we shall now happily and fast advance, with a clear 
scene before us." But, after a while, to their surprise and 
dismay, another commotion and change has perhaps carried 
the whole affair back, apparently, to the same state as be- 
fore! Eecollect the history of the Eeformation in this 
land; begun by Henry YIII., — established, it was gladly 
assumed, in the reign of his son. But that youth dies, and 
then we have the instant return of Popery, in all its . 
triumph, fury, and revenge. After a while Queen Mary 
departs ; and all the pious souls exult in liberation and pro- 
testantism. But then, again, in Elizabeth's time, there 
comes a half-popish, severe, spiritual tyranny. Later down, 
after the overthrow of the tyrant Oharles, there arose, for 
the first time, a prospect of real religious liberty. But his 
son resxunes the throne, and aU such liberty was utterly 
abolished, and so continued long; and another revolution 
was required that religious faith and worship might be free. 

In human aflOairs there have sometimes been great over- 
turnings, which did give a rare and glorious opportunity for 
good, — if, at the juncture, there had been the wisdom and 
uprightness to take advantage of them ; but, instead, there 
was foUy or iniquity just ready at hand ! Providence did not 
send the wisdom and equity to guide the change. Why ? 
Because the state of men was such as to deserve and 
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require more vials of divine judgments to be poured out 
It has even sometimes been intended to remove and clear 
away almost the whole present generation, when no rigours 
or terrors of discipline could frighten men from their 
iniquities. That this last fact may be, all history testifies, 
and Eevelation too. Eecollect the prophetic descrip- 
tion, that after the most awful plagues, the people that 
remained " blasphemed the God of heaven.^* "Were not 
their expressions equal to an infallible prophecy of more 
such visitations, to destroy the survivors of the preceding ? 

But, it is not the wicked alone that suffer in the mighty 
convulsions in human affairs ; the same as in the calamitous 
events in the natural world. But the faithful, the children 
of Gh)d, have high consolation; their supreme interest is 
safe. The calamities are something better to them than 
mere inflictions and punishments. Their hatred of sin is 
aggravated ; their sense of dependence on Gtod exercised ; 
they become more detached from the world ; and they have 
faith that these events are successive measures in a Divine 
process for bringing about the most glorious ends at length. 
The brightness of these anticipated ends seems to shine 
back on the dark train of the mean. 

And here observe, how different may be the ends that 
Gk)d has in view, from any that may be intended by the 
immediate chief actors. ( " Se meaneth not so, hut it is in 
his heart to cut off and destroy nations not a few^) And 
often these actors may be amazed and confounded by results 
directly contrary to what they had intended. As to the 
actors and instruments, God will make many had ones serve 
his great design — the lovers of commotion for its own sake, 
as before observed, — the haters of all good order, — ^insane 
ambition, — bigoted superstition, — and, perhaps very emi- 
nently, infidelity itself. Let us adore the wisdom and 
power that can make even all these work to an ultimately 
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glorious end ! That end, for which are, aU the " overturn' 
ings,^* is the glorious kingdom on earth " of Him whose 
right it is ; " his right all this while ! (Mysterious that he 
should permit himself to be so long debarred !) — his right, 
by many and infinite claims — ^his right, assured by prophetic 
declaration. How just, then, the overturning of all things 
that withstand it ! And if his right, how certain to be at 
length possessed ! And how happy the scene when he shall 
have taken the full possession ! A splendid contrast for the 
readers, then, of the history of our times 1 

As to us, meanwhile, who live in the introductory period 
of change and commotion ; — perhaps but few of us may live 
to see much of the consequences in their absolutely pure 
and happy quality. There may be a long and troubled 
course with evil mingled and contesting with the good ; — 
yet the good, we trust, becoming continually more apparent. 
We must live in faith, and hope, and prayer; — ^labour to 
maintain an entire resignation to the Divine sovereignty. 
Be intent, ourselves, on "overturning'* what little GK)d shall 
enable us, of the obstructing evil within our small sphere ; 
not be looking at it always on the great scale, in its immense 
bulk, and overlooking its parts, some of which are near us, 
and in our reach. Maintain a constant concern that we 
have our main interest secure in that world where there is 
nothing to be overturned; in "the kingdom that cannot he 
moved,** where all has been constituted in harmony with the 
Divine Mind ; where his sacred energy has never permitted 
evil to occupy a position ; where no sin is to be rooted out, 
— ^no idol to be dethroned, — ^no prison-house of the soul to 
be demolished ; where there is no enemy's fortress to de- 
form the scene of eternal peace and security. Be there our 
portion prepared and awaiting! ''I anoint unto you a 
kingdom,** said our Lord. But appointed for whom? not 
for such as take no concern in the advancement of his king- 
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dom in this bad world. Will any one say, — "I aspire and 
hope to go to the kingdom of Christ above, where all is 
stability and serenity for ever, but I will stand aloof from all 
active co-operation with his cause on earth, while it is mak- 
ing its arduous progress through conflict and commotion. 
Overthrowing its obstacles and its rivals is too mighty and 
ambitious an affair for me ! I might, indeed, contribute a 
Kttle to the great cause, — ^by zeal — ^by such pecuniary ofi^ 
ings as would not really injure me ; but no, let it alone ! I 
might really do what would displace one stone toward ' ovei^ 
iwmng^ the ancient wall of separation between the Indian 
pagans fmd Christianity, or contribute to upset one hateful 
idol, — ^but no, let it alone ! The cause is in the best hands, 
and will prevail at length. He whose ' righV is all Asia and 
the world, wUl possess it.** Yes, he will ; but then he will 
have a long memory back; He will remember who they 
were that, in humble and affectionate 2eal for him, did what 
they couldy during the progress of his cause, and who they 
were that thought it better to stand indifferent by. 

April 9, 1828. 
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OK KBaBO SLATBET. 

Lamektatioitb iii. 5. 

" To turn aside the riglit of a man lefore the face of the Most 
Sighy the Lord approveth not J* 

By the request of several liighlj respeeted persons in this 
ftssemblj, we have been induced to take negro slaveiy as the 
topic for consideration this evening. 

We are quite sensible, that no juster nor stronger refH-e- 
^ntation of the subject can be made than what is abeady 
become familiar to many (tf those now present. The only 
service we can have any thought of rendering is, to contri- 
bute a little to prolong the attention to it. 

When a very great evil is brought in view (especially 
when it is one that has been long known in a slight, gen^^nl 
way, and therefore does not strike with the force of sur- 
prise), it requires many repetitions to impress it deeply 
enough into the mind. From its being presented a few 
times, however vividly and powerfully (when it is a thing 
only described and not seen), it does not take an effective 
possession of our facullies. We do not adequately realize 
it. It is apt to pass before us like the scenes of a tragedy, 
or the images of a gloomy and frightful dream. Iteraticm 
may tend to give it a fixed form of reality in our apprehen- 
sion. And this is quite necessary when the purpose of ihe 
representation is, to excite that interest which shall impel 
men to any effort and perseverance of effort. 

And think, what a reality, what a fact it is, that is 



Digitized 



by Google 



314 ON IfEOBO 8LAVEBT. 

exposed to our contemplation! Eight hundred thousand 
human beings placed in a situation against which eveiy one 
of them has a right to remonstrate as a flagrant iniquity : — 
a right to say, " I appeal to the God of justice and ven- 
geance against my detention in this thraldom T* — in a situ- 
ation from which the poorest and most forlorn of our people 
would revolt with abhorrence : — a situation of which the 
abjectness and the ignominy involve a necessity of con- 
tinuance ; that is, perpetuate themselves ; — a condition, in 
short, which goes as near as possible to make it of no value, 
no privilege, to le man ! Now think of this as an actual 
reality of this hour ! What signifies it that a wide ocean 
stretches between ? Are we such mere outsides of men 
that we have no internal power of realizing ? — ^This mighty 
multitude are actually in this condition, breathing, living at 
this hour ! This day there have been thousands of circmn- 
stances and exhibitions of the degradation and misery ! If 
we had witnessed them, or but a few of them ! But, what, 
though we have not ? — This day a considerable number of 
them have ceased to breathe, and labour, and suffer; and 
have been congratulated upon that, by many of the sur- 
vivors ! In the estimate of their proprietors, their mortal 
remains are the same as the fragments of some useful 
utensil, or tool, or machine, broken by accident or worn out 
by decay. And, as to their souls, in the same estimate, 
they are no more than the air from a bubble bursting ! 

And who, or what is to be accounted the cause of such a 
state of things? When it is endeavoured to move the 
public mind against it, is it preaching a crusade against 
some foreign, barbarous state or tyrant (Saracen or Pagan) 
that exercises this iniquitous oppression? So that it should 
be an allowable reply to the appeal to say — " Yes, it is a 
flagrant evil ; but so there are very many other cruel do- 
minations in remote regions; and it is too much to be 
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caUing on us, in every such instance, for restless sjmpathj 
and actiye zeal." Is this the reply to be made in this 
instance, when our nation itself is the cause, the perpe- 
trator, and has been so for centuries P When it is wholly 
for our conyenience and luxury, that the iniquity is com- 
mitted and maintained? When the iniquity is thus 
charged home, shall the nation excuse it, — ^look at it indul- 
gently, — and comprehend it in the ample embrace of self- 
love ? Or are we so rich in golden virtues that we can 
afford to have a crime, — a mass of crimes, — like this, and 
still stand high in merit and honour ? One would think 
that the view of such a thing might quench that patriotic 
rant, that pomp of self-adulation, so common among us ! 

In surveying and judging upon this system of hold- 
ing men in slavery, we are to remember that we 
stand on the Christian ground. The beneficent spirit of 
Christianity is to predominate in all our opinions and 
estimates. We have nothing to do with the practices 
sanctioned among ancient nations, even the most refined 
and illustrious. We have nothing to do with anything of a 
partially similar kind tolerated in the ancient Jewish insti- 
tutions. We are to acknowledge no authority, neither, 
in any theories of philosophy, or legislation, or political 
economy, which may assume an independence of Chris- 
tianity, or a paramount validity. It is plainly an afiair of 
morality, under the jurisdiction of a religion of charity and 
mercy. So regarding it, we need not hesitate to assert 
unconditionally, that it is wbong, essentlaXlt so, fob 

MEW TO ABB0GAT2 A PBOPEBTX IN FELLOW MEN: THAT 
THEBE CAN BE NO SUCH PBOPEBTT. 

For consider! Such an assumption is in defiance and 
abrogation of the distinction between man, and brute 
animals, and inanimate substances. Every thing in reason 
and revelation asserts the difference to be immense and 
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essenti&l. Man is made in the ''image" of his Creator, 
with faculties rational, endlessly improTeable, and immortal ; 
and is the object of a grand plan of redemption by the Son 
of €k)d. Think of this; and then look into a planter's 
inventory of property, in the strictest sense, "goods and 
chattels ;" house and furniture ; barns, mills, stores, wagons, 
tools; dogs, horses, cows, hogs; — men, women, and chil- 
dren ! And this last class of his goods is as much at his 
arbitrary disposal as the others. He can order th^n to use 
where and how he pleases— can sell them — ^punish them: 
and if he kill one of them, perhaps pays some doUars of fine 
to the state. Now a pretended right, which puts these 
things so much on a level, both in esteem and practice, is a 
flagrant outrage against truth, and justice, and G^od. It is 
forcing a part of Gk)d's creation down out of the place and 
rank in which he had stationed it. 

When we talk of the acquisition of a property, we have 
commonly the idea of some equivalent in the case ; — some 
adequate consideration rendered somewhere, in virtue of 
which the thing becomes a man's property. Now, what 
and where is the equivalent here, when human beings — 
body, life, and soul — become absolute property to a man, 
the same as his cattle and machines? The slave himself 
receives it not, by the nature of the case. The forty or 
fifty pounds paid to a former proprietor, is that the equiva- 
lent ? "A goodly price!" But he had himself no moral, 
rightful property in the subject to transfer. Such a right 
of property (if it were a possible one) could be received 
only from the Almighty, to him the equivalent must be 
given. And to him this equivalent is rendered, namely, to 
insult him by despising, degrading, depraving, and trampling 
on, a portion of his noblest work on earth I 

Again, it hardly needs be said, that this assumed property 
is in total violation of the natural equality of mankind. 
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Very few, except Ute eTpreas abettors of slavery, will deny; 
in theory, such an equality; that is to say, that men are 
not essentially of different natures or orders of being (like 
the Brahmins and their inferiors) ; — that every individual 
has a primary right in his own existence ; that is, relatively 
to fellow mortals, God's right being the supreme ; — ^that all 
come into the world with an equal right to seek their own 
good ; to have an exercise of their own thoughts, and will, 
and choice, in the pursuit of it; — ^to have a little sphere 
truly their own ; — ^with an equal claim that they should noli 
incur injury unless they do it; — and therefore with an 
equal right to be protected by the institutions of the world; 
This is, surely, a very moderate explanation of the termfi 
"natural equality." But, how evident that all this is 
utterly set at nought and es^loded by this pretended abso- 
lute property of men in men ! — ^when one set of men seize 
upon another, by mere bare power, and hold them as exist- 
ing solely for their use ! 

Connected with this is the consideration that the con- 
dition of mankind one with another should be such, that 
th^re can be something reciprocally willing in what they do 
for one another ; — ^that on neither side, it should be a matter 
of mere, harsh, unconditional necessity and compulsion, 
except in the coercion of cidminaLs, but allowing some rx>m 
and exercise of choice and complacency ; — ^that there may 
be on both sides, a degree of merit and good-will; a sense 
reciprocally of dependence, service, and obligation; — of 
course some scope for will and preference, whether to do or 
not to do, — in what measure, how long, — under what 
circumstances and ccmditions. Therefore, that which de- 
stroys the very possibility of this, is esseniaally contrary to 
the right condition of man. Now, there is nothing of all 
this bet?reen the absolute proprietor and the slave, his pro- 
perty. He (the slave) is a mere living machine, impelled 
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by force exactly to the owner's purpose ; his whole living 
faculty is of no use, but for that force to operate on, to be 
(July moved, or to receive infliction if restive. He can make 
tio merit of anything, and receives iv> thanks. His owner's 
initials, branded on his body with a hot iron, settle the 
whole question of claim and equitable return ! 

It is to be added to all this, that such an absolute pro- 
perty assumed in human beings, has the effect of interposing 
another authority between them and the Supreme authoriiy, 
to an impious and pernicious extent. Who, what authority, 
will naturally stand foremost in the consideration of such 
absolute slaves P Especially in that rude state of the moral 
faculty in which they will infallibly be kept. They are to 
see the whole law, right, will, and power, residing in their 
owner alone, or in his deputy. Whatever conscience they 
can have, has respect chiefly or solely to him. Even he can- 
not have the eflTrontery to refer them to a higher authority. 
Their sense of responsibility to a divine authority is thus 
systematically abrogated. The sentiment that should be 
religion is transferred upon a being in their own shape; 
and, so directed, it is the sentiment with which some pagans 
»re said to have expressly worshipped the devil. If, never- 
theless, any of them should, by any means, have become 
clearly and reverently aware of a divine and supreme 
authority, — ^it is very much at the discretion of their owner 
and his representatives in what way and degree they shall 
practically acknowledge that Supreme Governor. What 
they might think a proper and due worship, he may forbid. 
His arrangements may totally deprive them of any sabbath. 
If they assemble to pray, he may order them to be scourged 
with the lash from the throne of grace. He may order 
them to do numberless things which their consciences testify 
are wrong ; and may punish them even ultimately to death, 
for refusing to do them. 
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Obserre Here, what an odious system that must be in anj 
case, which renders religion, whether in practice op in sen- 
timent, a thing of aggrayated difficulty; in sentiment, I 
I should say, especially. Think of such a slave, in the 
exercise of devotional feeling. He is to adore the Almighty 
as a good, a gracious, a merciful Being, — exercising a wise 
and beneficent providence — ^the Patron of equity, justice, 
charity in the earth. But then the worshipping slave thinks 
of his own situation. Now think what unspeakable diffi- 
culty for him to maintain the pious sentiment ! — ^to believe 
and rejoice in the divine goodness and equity; — to be 
resigned, grateful, and happy! What a mighty struggle 
with opposite thoughts and emotions ! . Now it is a hateful 
and accursed system which formally, arbitrarily, institution- 
ally, necessarily, creates this most grievous and dangerous 
aggravation of difficulty. It will hardly be replied here: 
** But such a difficulty through temptation to impious mur- 
muring was in the lot of the first Christians persecuted by 
pagan tyranny and cruelty.'* The cases are quite differ- 
ent. They murmured not, because they were enduring 
the inflicted plagues that their divine cause might triumph ; 
they sustained the oppressions of idolators, that idolatiy 
might cease. But the Christian slaves are enduring the 
oppressions of a professed Christian and protestant state ; 
— and they are enduring them, that Europe may have 
luxuries, and that their owners may grow rich. But, in 
truth, their owners do not want to cause them any such 
difficulty of religious feeling, — do not want them to be reli- 
gious at all. Becently, indeed, there is said to have been 
some alteration of feeling on this point, from perceiving that 
religion can make even slaves more regular and trustworthy. 
But, on the whole, and in general, religion, negro conver- 
sion, and Christianity, are looked upon with no favour. No 
material encouragement and facilities are afforded. No dis- 
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position is shown to promote or admit elementary knowledge 
or education among them. The less thej think about anj 
thing but their tasks, the better. 

We haye dwelt too long on these somewhat theoretical 
notices of the subject. The more striking and practical 
views of it, however, are becoming, we presume, familiar to 
your minds. The grand manifestation of the quality of the 
negro slavery is in the enormous practical evils which it 
involves and produces. You wiU have read and heard the 
most revolting descriptions of the degraded condition and 
degrading treatment of the negroes. In what manner th^ 
are '^ worked" in the business of the plantation; — 
'^worked^^ that is the exp^ssion, unintentionally dis- 
tinguishing them firom rational and voluntary agents — 
driven throughout their fixed labours with the cart-whip, 
and no wages for these labours! — subjected to the 
application of this instrument, and in the most degrading 
and offensive mode, for every petty transgression wpid 
negligence; and it is not only pain, but laceraJ;ion, a 
wound. — The large discretion possessed by the immediate 
managers in the infliction of punishment, inuring them to 
cruelty, and giving ample licence to temper and caprice in 
the exercise of it. The hopelessness of redress for injuries 
sustained. The testimony of slaves against a white maa is 
not admitted. The white man therefore has only to tate 
care that there be no other witnesses of his mjustice. But 
indeed he hardly needs to mind this precaution. They may 
be sold, just as any cask of their own labours,-— any of them 
to any one the owner pleases ; — and so as to cut asunder for 
ever any ties of relationship or attachment between them. 
Any sorrow they might betray would be regarded with in- 
difference. They may be seized and sold for payiaient of 
tiie proprietor's debts. 

Kow think how soon all 1^ is said and gone in 
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recital! These general statements appear but like single 
facts. The mind forms no competent idea of the immense 
number of instances in which they are taking place among 
so manj hundred thousands of the subjects of slayerj ; — ^no 
due idea of their continuance and endless repetition, day 
after day, and year after. year; nay, century after century ! 
— ^no idea of the infinite diversity of shapes, circumstances, 
and aggravations. And therefore the evil, in fact, is 
infinitely greater than it is in our apprehension and 
imagination. 

But again, all these melancholy and odious facts are but 
a part of the system of iniquity. There is the dreadful 
account of moral debasement and misery. ' And it is the 
inevitable effect of their situation. For, if a race can by 
absolute force be reduced to, and long hopelessly kept in, a 
condition in^hich they are esteemed and treated as having 
no souls, excepting just enough for actuating their bodies as 
machines for the service of their masters, their whole moral 
being will subside to that level ; — ^they will sink to their 
due debasement beneath their earthly gods. Every thing 
refined, dignified, aspiring, and moral, will evaporate and 
depart from the degraded mass. And such is very much 
the fact. It is a prevailing character of the enslaved race 
that their oerceptions are blunted, — self-respect is unknown, 
— ^their thoughts are grovelling, — ^their spirits servile, — ^their 
passions gross, — and habits corresponding. In the inter- 
missions of their hard service, when not too jaded, their 
resource is childish revelry, and coarse licentiousness. 
Their domestic relations ^are devoid of sanction and dignity, 
and cannot have the due share of the permanent charities 
of life. As to their licentiousness, their enslaved state, 
their being property, peculiarly subjects them to aggrava- 
tion from one special cause, — a cause which could not 
equally operate if they were raised to more respectability of 

VOL. I. T 
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oondition, — ^fchat cause is, that; the corraption is promoted, 
by being largely shared by tiieir -vhite superiOTS. This 
is the unanimous teBtimony. But to think, that these 
superiors should be looking down wiidi soyereign contempt 
on them bb yile and debased, and yet jom them on the levek 
of that debasement, and think never the more meanly of 
themselyes ! It is as if by a judical retribution, men could 
not inflict degradation without incurring it, and, at; tha 
same time, a depraved ina^sibiLify <^ it in themselves i 

We are representing that the state of utter slavexy 
necessarily causes a wretched moral degradation. It would 
do so by the sim]^ principle and fact of slavery distinctly 
considered. But how dreadfully its pernicious operataim 
is augmented by the necessary part or adjunct of slavery — 
that its subjects must be k^ in deep ignorancer--deatitute 
of efficient moral instruction, and of religious truth — ^in 
a.state substantially of gross heathenism, in. which the 
master's menaces and lash hold the places of the decalogue 
and the gospel ! We said, " a necessary part or adjunct ;" 
and this consideration crowns the whole estimate of ike 
matter — ^thia necessity inseparable from slavery — ^the case 
being plainly thus, that slavery and a moderate degree of 
moral and religious knowledge absolutely cannot co-eodst. 
The party interested to oppose, are not mistaken when they 
apprehend tibat such improvement would blow their whole 
qrstemup. 

But then, whatever might be the dictate of commereial 
policy, is it to be seriously made a question in England^ 
whethw a branch of t^ade should be hazarded, or the tem- 
poral, moral and religious welfare of a vast population 
sacrificed P Now it is against the continuance of such a 
system of iniquity that we and our feUow countrymen are 
adled upon to raise a protesting voice. In order, both 
that each may acquit himself of any guilt of acquiescence 
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in it, and that the united force of the geneind Voic^ itii^ 
aocomplisb its abolition. — Not its abrupt unptepared-for 
abolition, (we need not say,) but an effectual procesli to 
that end, to be adopted really, hoinei9%>, and ' in eamest. 
To obtain Hke abolition of the slate^ l^radcj cost^ an exeriion 
of the public mind, and an aHmoiBt piietematturai (me oi 
many exeiellent indiyiduals, fbr almost twetfty yeai^ ; dtuing 
which, reflect what legions of the victims were suffering 
and peritrhing! Eeflect tod, wha^ portidn of the divine 
judgments the while, on our nsti^mi, ndgh^ be ottfdng to this 
very cause. We will hope that &r leiss time will suffice for 
this latter and conduding stage of the great' Work. 

¥^ naturally and inevitably, seme thoiights and ques- 
tioins, pvstbsMng of wonder tmA in^gnalion will arise. 
Why is all^ this protraeted exeliion of the popular mind 
necess^-Hmch associations aild dveetingd — such discus- 
i^ons, repre^sentations,' remonstrances^ petittons, one year 
after' ts&oik^^ against a^alpable and honid ini^fiiity p Why 
not a^ s^ieiedy and decisive decrei^ a&d exertion g£ power, 
in the qu2^rter whei^ the presiding wisdom and authority 
are placed? Whatever may be the answer to such ques- 
tions, the answer to one more will be thought obvious 
enough, that is,— Will this great wttrk ev'er be effected 
unless there be a strong and aseadous' movem^it and mani- 
festation'^ of the geneM mind ? Th& adswter is made 
evident efijough by the &ct, tha4>nothing< to the purpose has 
been don^ during neai*ly another tw^tyyettn, since the 
abolition of l^e trade. lUhe onfy consolation for this 
opprobrioua slowness of success in a gmit moral and 
Christian exertion is, that it causes a prolonged exercise 
and cultivation of the reason aiid the righi {Arindples of 
Uie community: But ^ob^ is no * conM^laiian to the victims 
of injustice Who aire continuing tot sufli»r; passing through 
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their wretched mortal existence, and ending it, and no 
amendment ! 

As in the former period, so again the exertion for 
humanity and justice will be encountered and impeded 
by an old, partial, selfish policy. But we hope that the 
more liberal notions of commercial policy, which are begin- 
ning to prevail, will co-operate with justice and Christian 
principle to bear down the opposition. But there are other 
points affecting the policy. Can one million of the black 
race be long kept in absolute subjection, while in their 
neighbourhood there are many millions of them who haye 
asserted or obtained liberty, in St. Domingo and the South 
American republics ? And if in their ignorant, barbarous, 
demoralized state, this great mass should be moyed and 
aided to general revolt, what will then be the fate of their 
masters and oppressors p Of what kind will be the re-action 
of uncultivated beings bearing on their bodies, indelibly 
marked and ploughed, the mementos of their oppressions ? 
And as a consideration for humanity, what would be the 
consequences to themselves, of such a revolution ? 

Add to all this in the last place, the present crisis of the 
world. A monstrous "league and covenant" has been 
formed to overwhelm the liberties of all mankind. Our 
country professes to abhor and protest against this hideous 
enormity. But what is it that our country meanwhile is 
doing, but acting on the same principles, with respect to 
the Afirican race, in the West Indies ? Is it that we think 
the colour of the skin the grand point of distinction between 
rights and no rights ? Suppose the African race to adopt 
the same rule (they have the same right) with respect to 
any colonies of white men in their neighbourhood whom, 
they could master ? Or do we think we purchase the right 
to oc^ on an atrocious principle of tyranny at the cheap 
price of theoretically protesting againat it? In this great 
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crisis of the times, and of liberty, and justice, what a worthy 
thing it would be for England to give a noble practical 
demonstration, that here at least is one state which has not 
only a theory, but a conscience — one, at all events, that is a 
friend and vindicator of justice and human happiness — that 
from the most prevailing profession of Christianity, the 
greatest actual righteousness is inseparable. And if there 
he a righteous Governor in the world, — ^a presiding and 
retributive Providence, — ^what consequences may be expected, 
to the one course of national conduct or to the other t 

May 1th, 1828. 
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EPSBSIAITB y. 16. 

'^ JEtedeeminf t^ time, leeg/me the iaya <vre evil** 

We propose to take these words for use i|i a plain and 
general sense, rather than to fix and limit our attention to 
the precise idea intended. We might, neyertheless, make 
very good use, in application to our own condition, of the 
latter part of the sentence — " because the days are eM^ 
Whether they be not really so, in some respects, we may 
appeal to sensible experience; whether they be not so in 
other respects, we may appeal to reflectiye thought. Aa to 
the testimony of experience, — ^haye not men, generally, a 
strong, habitual, inyindble sense, that the days, in their 
<K>urse, are not, to their experience, such as they could 
desire ? Possibly, this is not the case with some gay elastic 
spirits, in youth, high health, and full prosperity. But, 
what is 'the far more, common, the general experience, eyen 
when there is nothing particularly and extremely grieyous ? 
Is it not a certain sense that the days, as they come and 
go, might be eyer so much happier ? that it is hardly with 
the aspect of fHends that they introduce themselyes, and 
that they retire? They lie on the spirit with a certain 
ungracious weight, — something like a habitual bodily dis- 
ease, not acutely painful — ^the direct sense of it sometimes 
suspended — ^but with a prevailing consciousness of not 
being well. " 27ie days are emiy They are felt to be so, 
on this account, for one thing, — ^that they are subject to so 
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nuinj things which are out of menLa power, — ^mdependent 
of their will and control. They are liable to have so manj 
untoward things happening in them, which no one can pre- 
y^it — or even foresee. They seem, in a measure, at the 
men^ of whatever, and whoever, may be disposed to trouble 
th^n ; — ^the tempers of men, — ^the malice of enemies, — ^the 
indiscretion of friends^ — the perverseness or incompetency 
of oo-operators, — ^the occurr^ices called pure accidents. At 
the beginning of a series of days (a month, a week) or of 
one day, the possibilities of this kind are incalculable. 
What a Providence there must be over us, that many more 
of these things do not actually fall upon our days I But 
still the sense of the constant liability, and the actual 
occurrence in numerous instances, give a character of evil 
to the days. Suppose the parallel case of any sort of 
valuable property (a storehouse or plantation) exposed to 
inroads, waste, depredation ; what an " evU " circumstance 
it would be as attending that property I 

Another point of experience, to the same effect, is,— that 
the " dat/s'' are darkened by spectaeles qf " ewT* especially 
to persons of much moral and religious sensibility. How 
long can they look out, and which way, without being met 
by the grievous and odious spectacles ? For example, in 
our time, — ^what are among the most prominent subjects in 
each day's intelligence, reading, and talking P A system of 
Slavery, maintained by a Christian nation, over nearly a 
million of human beings; — ^a War, as iniquitous and exe- 
crable in principle as ever disgraced the earth, excepting 
one of pure religious persecution ; — ^a combination of the 
greatest powers of the earth (jOhrisHan too) to crusl^ and 
destroy all human liberty, both of sentiment and action, and 
therefore to stop and blast all improvement. And as to the 
nearer and more ordinary things, the evils less formal, 
massive, and mountainous in the view, — ^what sort of mind 
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would it be, that should hare little perception of — should 
take no impression from, — ^the irreligion and profaneness* 
the modes and instances of injustice, the exhibitions of 
folly, — ^within the sphere of his knowledge and even observ- 
ation P It were a fine thing, doubtless, to have habitually, 
such a view of the world, that all this should appear but a 
slight circumstance in it, throwing but little of shade on the 
scene, letting it still be gaiety and brightness on the whole. 
And so it were a fine thing to have a good long night's 
dream of being in a paradise, all beauty, innocence, and 
happiness. A finer thing still, to have the faculty of dream- 
ing so, while awake ; but this faculty was not given to him 
who said, " I beheld transgressors, and was grieved,^^ " Bwers 
of waters run down my eyes, heeause they keep not thy la/w^ 
*^ Hast thou made all men in vain f " 

Once more, in the appeal to experience, that " the days 
are evil;^* men as individuals are forced to feel that their 
days are affected by the general evils of the times. If there 
be commotions, wars, public profligacy, public danger, severe 
burdens, — the distresses come on individuals, even if they 
had no share in the causes. There hardly ever was a more 
decided expression of general distress of the times than in 
our days. And think what numbers beyond calculation, of 
worthy persons in our times have experienced a harassing 
share of the evils of these times ; — ^their " days*' succes- 
sively invaded by anxiety, difficidty, and grievous apprehen- 
sion, by the necessity of painfol, unremitting exertion, — 
afraid of the next day, the next week; the Lord's day, 
itself, imperfectly rescued, as by a continual battle with 
invading thoughts and fears ; to " redeem " even that 
" time *' as a day of rest, has been one of the very hardest 
exertions of the whole week. And, independently of all 
this, there is to each one, the share, more or less, of the evils 
of mortal life ; the bodily disorders and pains, the cares. 
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the disappointments, the affictive deprivations. Such is the 
plain testimony of experience that our text does not apply 
a wrong word of description to the " days ; " — the evidence 
forced on men, independently of all thought, — of all con- 
templative consideration of the condition of their days. 

But such consideration would take account of several 
other circumstances, or characters, in the condition of our 
" <lfly*," and more directly tending to enforce the precept — 
" redeem the timer 

One character of evil in them is, that, — ^they bear not in 
themselves a necessity of good, in the higher sense of the 
word ; so that it is but by force that they will tend to good, 
or produce it. How happy, if, at the beginning of a day, 
(or series,) there were some absolute necessity that a man 
must grow better, wiser, happier, by the end of it! 
(Indulge the imagination for a moment !) This, we trust, 
is the glorious state of the grand majority of the rational 
inhabitants of the universe: of good men in the other 
world. But with us .- If days be suffered to pass just as 
they will, just as may happen, — can we say ? " The time is 
our faithful Mend, — it will be sure to bring us to some 
good: let it go, and float along; — permit any occurring 
fancy or inclination to take the lead ; should it be otherwise 
than a good and wise one, there is some sacred virtue in 
the day itself to correct it, in its effects ; — ^the mere * time^ 
has a saaative and meliorating energy ; we may trust to it 
as a guardian angel; — the day when it shall retire into 
night, never to return, will certainly leave us better." No! 
no ! We are to regard the day as not even so much as a 
doubtful friend ; — ^but, as come to be with us a little while 
with no disposition to do us good ; most ready to betray us 
into evil. (How many at this hour are almost cursing the 
day that is now gone !) Yet, though it be so little a friend, 
we may eodort much good from it. But no way else than by 
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fbroe, can we obtain thai; good; by aa exertion 4^ judgmiot, 
vesdution, diligence, Diyine aid. But heie, again, as to the 
mearare of the good to be bo reaiifled, there is often a 
complaint <^ wise and good men, tiiat " the d4u/€ ture m»2." 
Thej often estimate, with regret, tiie quantity of good 
aoqnired or done, in one day, or seven, or thirty. — ^*^ Is this 
all ? all the good from so many nK>mantfi, hours P Evil 
days ! nnpropitions, parsimonious ; — of which the tribute is 
so small. My knowledge so little extended <m ^e edge of 
the vast space of my ignorance. My i»:inciples, my 
conscience, my piety, so little advanced against my 
corruptions. All the good I would attain or effect^ so 
narrow a space in advance of the point where it was, when 
hundreds, or thousands of hours had yet to pass which are 
now past. And then to think how much, how liberally, 
these very same days have contributed to evil that is in the 
world!" This feeling may exceed the due bounds, and 
become a kind of remonstrance against the very condition 
of mortality. But how rarely is there any such blameable 
excess ! And here, at all events, is a strong argument for 
^redeeming timeJ* 

Again ; the uncertainty of our ** dayg** may be regarded 
as, in some respects, an ^ evil** circumstance, but strongly 
enforcing the precept. It is our poverty: we have no 
ascertained property in days to come. It places all plans 
and undertakings on so precarious a ground. We know 
not that we shall have days to finish, or proceed any 
length, in any of them. Whatever is of the nature of 
experiment, we know not if we shall live to see the result ; 
what we are learning, we may not live to apply. Error, — 
neglect, — fisulure, — we may not have days to repair. And 
yet, while thus uncertain, they bring with them, each as it 
comes, a strange beguilement. Each looks far more like 
the promise of many to come, than a warning that ther^ 
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may be no more, or an admonition of t]ie last ; — bears no 
fialpaible, threatening, omanons sign. So that thought, veij 
6eri<»i6 and ^e^iient thought, is required to pseyent a 
ppesumiptiQia of Imag indefin^j on. Thus, while the 
«frils a£ the BnoertaiBitj lare oertain, ihe benefit that might 
aniae idepends on such a temper and exercise of mmd ae few 
wiil anaintaiaEL But what warning there is in this yerj 
considapaiBlen! 

Again; the ^^r'^ have a chaj»ct^ g£ ^^tvU" in tliat 
they are, in some yieim, tending to worse. It is an evil 
fuaiiiy in a thing thai at should natui^allj bmig on flosae- 
thing ?iot so good. But the passing dajs neeessarilj 
(ju^po^Bg Hife protradied) cany us on toward ^se of 
laifiimitj^ decline { ^in wiM thou 9halt nay, ther0 is no 
pLoaswre in Ikeiny A travdileir's n«rrati.ye sometimes teUs 
hewt3^ adyianced stages in a pleasant tract wepe sensibly 
bningiiig him ooi towards a dreary and inhoi^itable one. 
At a 4i8tance he could perceiye signs <^ what was before 
him, and this threw a degree of gloom on the yet agreeable 
stages ; the good was less a good as wamiiig him of worse 
before him. The ^^d0ifs" in other respects also tend to ' 
wiorse, since in adyandng, they render improyements, re- 
foraw, more difBeult j— anything wrong in habits, — opinions, 
•^^-principleSjT^harder either to detect or oyercome. 

We add but coe more character of "^w^," (in a natural 
yiew it is sudi,) namely, all the days partake of death. It 
i^ not wholly a %ure to ^ay that we '^ ^ daily.*' Though 
death is one momentary circumstance — ^the absolute loss of 
l]&^*-yet, Hie cansmn^wn of life is a io^i yery tnuch related 
to it. l^ugh li&, as strictly and precisely opposed to 
deaidi, mean the state of being animated^ yet, we hardly 
consider ourselyes as usiag a figure when we speak of a 
man's life as the whole duration of his animated existence 
on eartii ; and as parallel to thai sense of life, the consump* 
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tion of it is obyiouslj a kind of death ; and each of the dajB 
is effecting, as it passes, a part of that process of destruc- 
tion. These perishing successive portions are ail relative 
to the mortal consummation toward which thej are leading. 
The case would be totally different with a being that was 
never to die ; the departing portions of duration, having no 
such ^relation to a mortal end, would not partake of the 
character of death. Enoch and Elijah did not " die dailyJ* 

All these views should contribute to enforce the precept 
and admonition, "redeem the time J* "Bedeem;** if we 
were to fix our attention, for a moment, on this word, in its 
strict sense, the thought would occur, how many persons 
have wished, or may now be wishing, or will hereafter wish, 
that they could literally " redeem the time" and with what 
profound regret that it is impossible. No regret for the 
irretrievable loss of fortune, or of empire, has ever been so 
deep, as some have felt for the loss of their time. ' "All the 
treasures or glories of the world, if I possessed them, would 
I give to recover a few years — one year — one month ;" — 
but vain, desponding, despairing wish ! But, can it be, that 
many, now the subjects of the admonition and warning, 
wiU, in future periods, come to this state of vain wishes, and 
desperate grief? — will feel so, with respect [to time, which, 
at this hour, is yet before them unconsumed, — ^time that 
may yet be redeemed, as it comes successively? That 
seems so melancholy to think ! yet it wiU be so ! 

But for us, — can any earnestness — any vigilance — ^any 
exertion — any prayers, be too much for preventing that 
such state of feeling should be ours ? And if^ in the case 
of some of uls, a large amount of it has abeady gone unre- 
deemed, what should be the effect of reflecting on that ? 

" Eedeerdng the time." The " emh " incident to *' the 
days" as described above, render it a very difficult thing 
effectually to " redeem the time." They form ' a grand con- 
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spiracj to waste and devastate it, — ^to seize and plunder it 
Irom us. But tliis all enforces so much the more the pre- 
cept, the obligation, the necessity, to ^^ redeem** it. If the 
people of any tract or colony, suffered disasters and losses 
in their valuable stores, or plantations, (by fire, tempest, or 
plunder), would their right policy be to be careless of 
the residue ? So we, — the more the days are beset by 
things that grievously invade them, disturb them, waste 
them, — the more careful and zealous should we be to save 
and improve all that we can. Let not the enemies have to 
show all our most valuable substance as the wrecks, or the 
spoils, of their warfare upon our life. To this end, it is oi 
the highest importance that time shoidd be (if we may 
express it so) a beaxitt in our perception and estimate ; 
that we should verify it as an actual something, like a sub- 
stance to which we can attach a positive value, and see it as 
wasting or as improved, as palpably as the contents of a 
granary, or* as the precious metals. The imfortunate case 
with us is, that time is apprehended but like air, or rather 
like em/pty space; so that, in wasting it, we do not see that 
we are destroying or misusing a reality. In losing, in 
wasting, a day, or an hour, we have no perception like what 
we should have in burning, or in throwing down a stream, 
a valuable article that is tangible and visible ; (a useful 
implement, an instructive book, a quantity of com, pieces 
of money.) But a great object is, to attain a perception of 
something like this. The simple way to attain this sense of 
tune's reality is, the habit of thinking what coidd be done in 
so much time. Time is equivalent to what could be done or 
gained in it.* A portion of it thrown away, therefore, shoidd 

* Both a chaiacter of dignity and the interest of surprise would 
accompany our considerations on the value of Time if imagination could 
have an expanded though momentary view of what is done throughout the 
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be B/ct&aoieiL of afr just that thrown awa^, which could hoiv 
been gained bf improTing it; that was contained in tin 

uniTene in the space of eadi day and of each fiour. The importance of 
this moral space is in some seme oammenBoittee to dl that ir e i fectfe d 
irithin it hy the whole seow of created agents ftom the meaner to th» 
twMimwt, and e?en to aU that is peifbrmed by the opemtLon of the 
Supreme Bdng himself The confinement, therefore^ of our fiiculty of 
obsenring to an indefinitelj small portion of this immense agency (except- 
ing indeed what we dimly discern in the system of the heavena) contracts 
proportionally our comprehension of the worth of those portions of diMltti 
with which we may be idiowed to assert that all the operations' in Iftfr 
umferse are oontemporaiy. But yet we can a little extend the fl|dieM». of 
our view by a stroig effort to imagine the seYCial parts in snooesnon of that 
immense system of operation which prevails throu^out the creation. We 
can endeavour to expand our contemplation to the whole order of nature 
as displayed on this globe, and think of the continual' though dark atid' 
silent changes in its interior r^ons^— of the process of ve|$6tation pretaii- 
ing over millions of square leagues,^-of the action of all the elemenia^itf 
til iheit fbra%--of the movements of an infinite multitude of '^^rnali^ 
each of i^di is a mysterious system of active powers oon^ete. withia 
itself — and of all the collective operations of mankind^ an agency too wide 
and diversified probably for the &culties of an angel to observe and record 
it in all its parts. We can then extend our thoughts to some of tMe otbsr 
worlds^ and expatiate* on the possible economy of thdir actions; accoildfal|[; 
no doubt, to the analogy of what we know in' oar own ; but at the sna* 
time, with some bdd and snblime variations, especially that of an agsney 
much less corporeal^ and yet much more powerful than that of the 
inhabitants of the earth. Next, we can^ though very &intly indeed, form 
the idea of a boundless multitude of such worlds, each one thus occupied' 
by an innumerable crowd or active beings, and perhaps all these woridt' 
themselves, performing' the labour of various and immense revololiMr 
according to the laws^ of a system of whidi the harmony is piessrved, 
amidst the movements of a complex and everlasting activity. Our 
thoughts can finally approach toward the ccmtemplation of the agency of 
that Infinite Power who sustains and actuates all this system, and just 
percdve the grandeur of the oonteaiplation while sinking under fts 
magnitude. 
Now this immense system of operations wtneh, if cBvided into a nnHioii 
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«ime, (by poasibilify.) If a person were so foolish as t& 
throw awaj a valuable piece of money, into a pit or the sea, 
he does not^ inde^ literally^ throw away anything bat the 

of partfl^ would in one of those single parts transcend and oppress onr 
fiunilties of contemplation if they were a million of times stronger than 
they are in any man— this whole system of action is gCHng on at this very 
moment of time. Many of the agents within this rast economy may not 
have a similar mode of distinguishing duration' that we have, hut they are 
nevertheless perfoxmiog their worics in the same point of duration which is 
now present with us under the name of a moment or an hour. The 
Omnipresent Spirit perceives all but an infinite number of actions takii^ 
place together throughout all the difiierent regions of his empire. And by 
the end of the hour which, has Xost now b^gun a greater number of opoa- 
tions will have been perf(mned which at this moment haire not been 
performed than the collective sum of all that has been done in this world 
since its creation. The hour just now begun may be exactly the period for 
finishing some great plan, or concluding scMne great dispensation which 
thousands of years or ages have been advancing to its accomplishm^it; 
This may be the very hour in which a new world shall originate, Gt an 
ancient one sbk in ruina. At this houf such changes and phenomoia may 
be displayed in some part of the univeiBe as were never presented to the 
astonishment of the most ancient created minds. At this very hour the 
inhabitants of some semote orb may be roused by signs analogous to those 
which we anticipate to precede the final judgment, and in order to prepare 
them for such an event. This hour may somewhere begin or conclude 
mistier contests than Milton was able to imagine ; and contests producing 
a more stupendoua result^ contests in comparison of which those that shake 
Europe at this same time, are more diminutive than those of the meanest 
insects. At this very hour thousands of amiMaiig enterprises may be 
undertaken, and by the ^d of it a progress made wbich to us would 
have seemed to require ages. At this hour wise inteUigencea may 
terminate long and patient pursuits of knowledge in such discoveries as 
shall give & new science to their race. At tiiis hour a w^die race of 
improved or virtuous beings may be elevated to a higher station in the 
groat system of beings^, At this hour some new mode of Divine operation, 
some new law of nature which waa not. required before, may be introduced 
into the first trial of its action. At this hour tiie most strange suspensioDs 
ot regplar laws may take place at the will of Him that appointecl them, 
for- the sake of commanding a solemn attention and confirming some 
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metal ; but, virtually, he throws awaj whatever best thing 
it would have purchased ; (as bread, clothing, refreshments, 
or medicines for the sick, — an instructive book, &c.) When 

divine communication by miracles. At this hour the inhabitants of the 
creation are most certainly performing more actions than any &culty of 
mind less than infinite can observe or remember. All this, and incom- 
parably more than all this, a philosopher and a Christian would delight to 
imagine. And all that he can imagine in the widest stretch of thought is 
as nothhig in comparison with what most certainly takes place in so vast 
an universe every hour, and will take place this veiy hour in which these 
Mnt conjectures are indulged. 

And though the infinitely greater proportion of operations, which in the 
wide kingdoms of the creation must be accomplished eveiy hour, do not 
immediately interest us, yet I think it is not enthunastic to let than 
associate their importance with the period of time in which they are taking 
place. The hour which belongs to the labours of our duty belongs to an 
infinite number of labours besides^ and we shall feel it a more sacred duty 
by recollecting what it will accomplish though we should slight and waste 
it. We may thus in thought draw around us an infinite assemblage of 
agents and operations and results, all conspiring to scorn and to humble us 
for our indolence. It will become a mortification and be felt a crime to 
exist nearly in the condition of a clod of earth amidst this mighty system 
of energy ; and to surrender our time to inanity will seem like a protest 
against the whole universe and its Author. We shall be overwhehned to 
think what has been done in those hours and days and yean that we have 
lost, and that probably still more is done every successive hour than has 
been done in any previous hour since duration began to be marked into 
time. We shall be unwilling to yield to the languor whicb, if all the 
operating powers everywhere should in an equal degree suffer it, would be 
like death throughout the creation. We shall dread the impiety of 
slighting or wasting a portion of time on which the Deity places all the 
value which he places on so much progress of his designs towards com- 
pletion, and his works towards perfection, as will be accomplished within 
that space. 

Thus all the active principles and powers in the universe, even to the 
impulse that moves the last orb in the extremity of the creation, and the 
energy that may have carried a darmg adventurer beyond that limit, seem 
to combine to urge on our minds the value of time. But if our thoughts 
dwell too long on views thus extending into immensity, they may make 



Digitized 



by Google 



THS BBDEMPTIOK OF TIIOL 337 

this habit is acquired, of verifying time as a reality, small 
pieces and fragments of it will acquire a perceptible value 
never apprehended before. . And then the painful reflection 

the utmost labours that we can accomplish within a given space of time 
appear to inexpressibly diminutive, as to tempt us to repine at our little- 
ness, and abandon all effort in despondencj. It might seem in this wide 
systema very trivial consideration what use we maymakeof our few moments, 
or whether any use at all. We might be inclined to say, the whole sum of 
operations will be neither more nor less, our insignificant efforts bemg added 
or withheld. We must therefore be careful to retain a strong sense of our 
individual duty, and of the importance of our own actions as to our own 
interests, while we feel the astonishment of so vast a view, and having taken 
a general impression of the worth of time firom all that is done in it, let us 
continually return to the consideration of its value to us, as illustrated by 
the good we may obtain or accomplish in each given portion of it. This 
posfflble good should be strictiy associated in our minds with every day and 
every hour, so that we shall constantiy spend it with a precise conscious- 
ness of its value, and of the expense in spending it being equal to all that it 
could be employed to gain. What dau of acquisitions and performances 
shall be kept in view as possible to us within the respective periods of time, 
will greatly depend on what pursuits we most approve, and what characters 
we most admire. It will depend also^ in a considerable degree, on our 
spedfic department and station in life. An artificer, a student, a merchant, 
and a statesman will necessarily have different views of what would be the 
utmost good which they could realize within a certain space. And all 
would be aware that they could not accomplish mgnal things every day 
and every hour. Many spaces of the most indefatigable life, even in the 
most elevated departments of human action, must be of a common kind, 
and would be insignificant were they not the coimectmg pieces between 
the more important successive actions^ and preserving the continuity of the 
train. In selecting, however, the possible attainments and performances to 
be often recalled to the mind as giving the value of time, it will be well 
for a man to take those of the very highest degree in the sphere of 
excellence within his power, and never let his estimate of time rest on that 
lower level to which its practical improvement must descend at many 
intervals, and during even long spaces. His estimate should be above the 
average value of time, if I may so express it, in order to prevent his 
habitual efforts from &lling very much below it. The greatest value of 
any day should be taken as the fixed value of every day. Thus a man 
VOL. I. Z 
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may often occur, " How rich I haye been,— had I bat been 
aware of it!" 
Another main thing toward " redeeming time" is this, — 

whose situation and poweis are of that order which admits of great enter- 
prise, of extensiye bounties, or of any exertions which would have a great 
effect on mankind, ought to consider each portion of time in which any of 
these exertions could be made, as exactly equal in worth to the effect of 
such exertions. At the dawn of any day, he ought to reflect that on this 
day a noble enterprise may be undertaken, the effects of which may extend 
through a district, a province, or perhaps a nati(m, and may go down to 
distant years. Such enterprises have often been undertaken in past times^ 
and each had its appropriate day of commencement ; perhaps such enter- 
prises will somewhere be undertaken this day; this day is perfectly capable 
of such ; and capable to hun, since the means are in his hands^ and the 
field of action is plain befbre him. He might perform some signal act of 
beneficence. There will be hours enough in the day; they pan away 
indeed very fiist ; but still they would stay long enough for him ; the sun 
which is risen and now shines would light him on his way to where this 
action could be done, and before it sets we may trust that somewhere on 
earth such generous things will be done; he at least has the power that one 
such should be done. 

Now the utility of such an enterprise, the worth of such a signal act of 
beneficence is precisely the value of this day to this masu And if the day 
shall pass without this or any equivalent occupation, the amount of what 
he has wasted is the amount of all this good which he has not effected. 
And this is not all ; for he may justly be held to ha?e committed all the 
evil which these exertions would have removed or prevented. A man 
whose employment is science, as he may be supposed much inferior to Sir 
Isaac Newton, will not at the dawn of the day fix his estimate of the 
coming day at the same high pitch as Sir Isaao might justly have done in 
the morning of that day in which he saw the apple &11 from a tree; hut he 
ought to fix it at the pitch of the best improved day that he has ever 
himself known. He can recollect what a considerable space of knowledge 
he went over, or the luminous conception (^ some important principle 
which he acquired on a past day of most resolute and patient applicatioiu 
Let the value t of that day form the estimate with which he begiu the 
pursuits of this. It is possible his utmost efforts may not obtain quite the 
same measure of success again, as in that past instance, but it is equally 
possible that they will ; and it is certain they will be moxe poweiAiUj 



Digitized 



by Google 



air^ 



THS BEPSlfPTIOK OX" TUCB. 339 

to keep established in the mind, and c^n present to yiew^ 
certain important purposes or objects that absolutely must 
be attained. There is one thing that, to all iikanestablishe& 
and imposes itself, in this deeided manner, independently 
of their will, that is, the necessity of the provision for 
animal subsistence. But are there not other things as 
really necessary, though in order to fed them such, there 
must be thought and conscience? Eor example: — ^that 
there is some considerable discipline and improvement of 
the mind, (including, too, the other minds under a man's 
care;) — some moderate, and if possible, considerable attain- 
ment of divine knowledge ; — some measure of the practice 
of religious exercises ; — ^and there is the " ond thin^ needful^* 
in its whole comprehensive magnitude. Now, let such 
great objects be fixed in purpose, as having a positive and 
animfttAil }fy acting OH Boch an estimate of wluit they oiifj)a,i to effect, than 
if they were made according to a lower scale of duty and expectation. 

Assuming the same principle in relation to the moral improvements of 
character, we may assert that to a vain and wicked man the value of this 
day is equal to that of an absolute refbnnation of his conduct; equal at 
least to the commencement of such a iefonnttti<m. For his conscience is 
sunk into a melancholy degree of apathy, if it does not remind him in the 
morning that his reformation is the most positive duty of this day. Here 
and there an individual will be happy enough to accomplish this duty; 
and then the difference at the setting sun between the moral situation of 
one such individual, and another man who closed yesterday in the same 
unhappy spirit and course in wluch this now reformed man also closed 
it, and who will end the present day just like the past, this signal difference 
gives the value of this short course of honzs. And this is their value not 
only to him that is reformed, but to him that is not ; fbr why will not he 
^80 derive the inestimable benefit! the same duty, danger, motives, 
arguments, and pursuits, are placed before him. 

With regard to the whole of the time comprised vrithin the limited 
duration of Wd, we may justly assert, that the valtte of this little accumu- 
lation o€ short periods is equal to that of the etenial felicity which it is the 
sopr^ne eoneem of time to secure, and to which a wise improvement (A it 
will lead l^JEssaff on the Improvement of Time. 
z2 
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absolute claim, and be very frequently thought of, as 
hawgit, — ^and they will greatly magnify, generally, the 
value of time in our estimate; they will, in numberless 
instances, limit and reduce the claims of other objects, which 
would else be admitted ; and so, keep things in their pro- 
per proportions. And they will put in their claims to very 
many little portions and particles of time, that else would 
be carelessly surrendered to chance, fancy, or indolence; 
like the apostles, under the Lord's direction, they will 
" collect the fragments that nothing he lost J* 

That time be regarded in an inseparable connexion with 
eternity, is the grand principle for redeeming it, to feel, 
solemnly, that it is reaUy for eternity, and has all the 
importance of this sublime arid awful relation. This latter 
is conceived of^ as having, in every portion of it, (if we may 
speak of portions) something mysteriously grand and so- 
lemn. But, the relation is such, that much of that solemn 
quality comes, pervades, hither, through our time, in all its 
portions, whether we be sensible of it or not. And, re- 
versely, if this is unfelt and disregarded, and our time 
here be suffered to be vain, wasted, or evil, it wiU. throw, 
in a disastrous manner, an effect of this, its quality, into 
eternity. 

It might be a striking and alarming reflection, suggested to 
a man who has wasted or ill applied a given portion of his 
time, — " ISTow the time has gone backward ipito the irrevo- 
cable past, but the effect of it, from the quality you have 
given it, is gone forward into eternity — ^and since you are 
going thither, how will you meet and feel the effect there ?" 
Those that are gone thither, experience and verify the 
^"]6^ect there, of the quality they gave to their time here. 
What may be considered to be the effect felt there, of many 
particular single portions of the time that has been passed 
here ? of particular days ; particular hoiu^s ? It would be 
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wise and salutary to fix this thought distinctly and specially 
on portions of our passing time, — " This day is going — ^but 
going thus, what influence is it throwing forward, beyond 
my mortal sphere P Shall I find ^t iu light or iu gloom, iu 
bitterness or in joy, elsewhere P" 

The proper conclusion of the whole is,— that nothing 
short of the redemption of the soul, is the true and effectual 
redemption of time ; and this object gives the supreme rule 
for the redeeming of time. Let us apply this rule, and 
implore the Diyine Spirit to make its authority irresistible 
upon us. There may be in some senses an admirable 
redemption of time, yet this grand object be lost ! It is 
quite afflictive, sometimes to think of such examples ; great 
and systematic industry in useful occupations ; — ^wonderful 
attainments in knowledge, learning, science ; — iudefat^able 
prosecution of schemes and operations, by which mankind 
are benefited ;— but, all the while, the essential interests 
of the soul neglected! How melancholy, to have made so 
admirable an use of time for all purposes but the supreme 
one! 

Our concern is, — ^that the great Eedeemer may train us 
to redeem our time in the very process of his redeeming 
our souls. 

il% 22, 1828. 
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LECTURE XXXII 

THE OOXPSlHBirSITEKESS OF THE DIYIUnB LAW. 

Psjllm: cxix. 96. 

*^ Thy commandment is exceeding broad** 

The first view of the relation between Gk)d and all other be- 
ings, is, that of his being their Creator. The next yiew of the 
relation is^ that which manifests him as a Lawgirer. 'By the 
very nature of the case this must be an essential part of the 
relation. No right so absolute, to giye laws, can be con- 
ceived, as that of the Creator. For, — ^he is, necessarily, the 
Supreme Being. He has a perfect and exclusive property in 
what he has created. All created being is entirely depend- 
ent on him, for being and well-being. He alone can have a 
perfect understanding of what is the right state, and the right 
procedure, of created beings ; (they cannot understand them- 
selves, and therefore could not, if they Would, devise com- 
petent laws.) He alone has the power to enforce a system 
of laws over the whole creation. The mention of the 
" whole creation" may suggest one application of the terms 
of our text, (though a meaning not there intended) — ^the 
amazing extent of the scene of his legislation ! In all pro- 
bability there are worlds, with intelligent inhabitants, 
extending beyond all conceivable number, and dimension of 
space, and One Dictator of laws, — of commands, — ^to them 
all! But, think of one world, only, — our own, in this sense 
of " exceeding broad." 

But doubtless onr text means, not the wide compass, of 
the scene and subjects, but the quality of the law, as impe- 
rative on man ; its authority and requirement applied to so 
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manj points; the comprebensiveness, the imiyersality, of 
its jurisdiction. It reaches and comprehends the whole 
extent of all things, in which there is the distinction of 
right and wrong — good and evil. Now then, think, for an 
instant, of the almost infinite midtiplicity of things in which 
this distinction has a place; the grand total of what is 
passing, — ^in men's minds, converse, and action-*-is passing 
at this hour — has been in the course of the day— during the 
whole course of life of each and all. Think how much — 
how little— of all this can justly be considered as withdrawn 
from the jurisdiction of the divine authority and law. A 
wide rain, or the beams of the sun, hardly fall on a greater 
multitude and diversity of things. 

Now, an intelligent creature in a right state, — that is, a 
holy state, in harmony with God, would be pleased, deeply 
pleased, that all things should be thuis mai*ked with a signi- 
fication of his will. And with good reason; for, — how 
happy to be in all things at the direction of the Supreme 
Wisdom ! — ^in all things made clearly aware what is confor- 
mity to the Divine Excellence ; insomuch that, — ^if the case 
could be supposed, of any thing, of material interest, being 
left without this mark of the divine will, under an eclipse of 
the light from €k>d, that would, to such a spirit, appear as 
something distressing, and fearful, and portentous, — ^woidd 
be felt as threatening some indefinable hazard. To a b^ng 
possessed and filled with the reverential love of Gbd, it 
would be a most acceptable and wdcome thing that thus it 
should be made manifest in all things what is his pleasure ; 
— that the whole field of existence and action should bear, 
all over it, the decided and precise delineations (as on a 
map) of the ways which his creatures are to take. Should 
it not be so ? — ^Must it not be so to an uncorrupted and 
holy creature of Gbd P But is it so, to the general spirit of 
mankind ? is it so, naturally, to any of them P No, it is not 
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a welcome thing that the "commandment," the law, — of 
Ck)d is so " exceeding broad." And accordingly, its breadth 
is, in every imaginable way, endeavoured to be narrowed. 
It is true, that even the very apprehension of it is very- 
limited and faint. If the dulness and contractedness of 
apprehension could be set aside for an interval, and a pal- 
pable, luminous manifestation made of the vast compass, 
and the whole order of distinctions of this divine law, it 
would strike as ten times, — a hundred times beyond all 
that had been suspected. Yet still, in multitudes of minds, 
there is apprehension enough of such a widely-extended 
law, to cause disquietude, to excite re-action, and a recourse 
to any thing that will seem to narrow that law. 

We might notice several of the expedients, and the aid- 
ing causes, for this effect of contracting and reducing the 
extent and magnitude of the divine law. The bold, direct, 
decisive one, is — infidelity; to deny the existence of the 
Supreme Lawgiver himself. Then the Sovereign Voice is 
silent. Then the destruction of the diviae law takes place, 
as it were, from the centre instead of by a contraction of its 
wide extension. Then all things are right which men wish, 
and can, and dare do ; right, that is to say, as to any con- 
cern of conscience, — the practical regulations which atheists 
would feel the necessity for, would be only a matter of 
policy and mutual self-defence. 

To reject revelation, is an expedient little less summary 
and effectual for the purpose. A God believed, or sup- 
posed, — ^but making no declaration of his will (and the 
retribution), would give very little disturbance to sinners. 
"FoTf as to what has been termed natural religion, — though 
a fine systematic theory may be framed, it is, for any thing 
like practical effect, no more than a dream. It was so 
among the bulk of the cultivated heathens ; and now the 
rejecters of revelation would be sure not to allow them- 
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selves to be de&auded of their advantage, by admitting any 
thing more thaa they liked of the rules or authority of 
natural religion. 

But, not to dwell on the express and formal rejection of 
the divine law, but suppose it admitted, in the ordinary 
way, as among the generaHty in a Christian nation, there 
are many things to frustrate its quality of ^^ exceeding 
broad." 

We hardly need say how effectually this is done by the 
indulgence of sin, in action, or thought, but in the heart. 
It is by the understanding and the conscience that the 
divine law is to be apprehended in its amplitude. Now, 
nothing is more notorious than the baneful effect which 
indulged and practised sin has on both these. It inflicts a 
grossness on the understanding, which renders it totally 
unadapted to take cognizance of any thing that is to be 
'^ spiritually discerned;" as unadapted as our bodily senses 
are to perceive spirits. It thrbws a thick obscurity over 
the whole vision of the divine law, so that nothing of it is 
distinctly perceived, except when sometimes some part of it 
breaks out in thunder. The conscience partakes the stupe- 
faction ; is insensible to a thousand accusations and menaces 
of the divine law, every one of which ought to have been 
pungent and painful. 

Again, — ^it is to be observed, that the general operation of 
self-dove in a corrupted being, is adverse to any dear and 
effectual acknowledgment of ''the exceeding breadth" of 
the divine law. The being has a certain sense of not being 
in a state of peace and harmony with God, but of alienation, 
opposition, and in a degree, hostility; but still devotedly 
loves itself. It has therefore a set of self-defensive feelings 
against him. But since it could not defend itself against 
his power, it endeavours to defend itself against his law. It 
ventures to question the necessity or propriety of one point 
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of liis law; — ^refuses to admit tlie plain interpretation of 
another-^or to admit the dear inferences froni undeniable 
rules. It makes large portions of tlie divine laws refer to 
other men and times; — ^to special and transient occasions 
and circumstances; is ingenious in inventing ^emptions 
for itself; weakens the force of both the meaning and the 
authority of the divine dictates, which it cannot avert fix)m 
their application to itself. Thus it " renders void" much of 
both the spirit and the letter ; and thus places itself amidst 
a dwindled and falsified system of the divine legislation. 

Add to this, the influence of the customs and masims of 
the world. Eor a moment, suppose these admitted to con- 
stitute the supreme law and standard. Let all that these 
adjudge superfluous, be left out and rejected ; all thai; these 
account indifferent, be set down so ; — all that these warrant 
by practice, be formally sanctioned; — aU that these pro- 
nounce honourable and admirable, be inscribed in golden 
letters; — all that these have settled as true wisdom^ be 
adopted as principles and oracles. Especially, let what the 
customs and notions of the world have mainly satisfied 
themselves with in respect to religion be admitted, as the 
true scheme of our relations and duties to Qod. This 
system now! — Let it be placed opposite to the divine law! 
Would it not be like Baal's prophets confronting Elijah ? 
Hke Satan propounding doctrine to our Lord ? like a holy 
angel and a devil looking in each other's face ? But, think, 
—this is actually the system on which the notions and 
habits of the multitude are formed ! And thus the divine 
law, in its exceeding breadth, is made (as it is said of the 
heavens) to " depart as a scroll that is roUed together." 

But, short of so decidedly antichristian a standard, there 
is among us a great deal of an accommodating way of 
thinking of the divine law; an unsound and treacherous 
casuistry; a sort of middle principles, by which, those of 
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divine authority are altered and qualijBed, and shaped, to 
suit better to the habits of the world, and the temper of the 
times; — a defective faith in our Lord's declaration — "no 
man can serve two masters." 

Another thing by which the " exceeding breadth" of the 
divine law is narrowed, (as to its acknowledgment and 
application) is, a notion and a feeling as if, — man being so 
very imperfect a creature, it cannot be that there is an 
absolutely perfect law in authority over him. It is impos- 
sible for him to meet such a law, in full conformity, and 
therefore it is a moderated and more indulgent one that he 
is responsible to. But where is there any declaration of 
such a law? And what can the idea reaUy mean, but a 
tolerance and approval of something that is evil? Some- 
thing different from that which is perfect — ^less than — ^what 
can this be but evil ? And shall there be a law from the 
holy Gbd to sanction evil, because man is evil ? 

Worse, if posssible, than all these modes of making void 
the law, is that which attempts to do it on the plea of 
grace ; which pretends to absolve Christians from the claims 
of the sovereign rule, because their justification is on an 
entirely different ground. So that they stand as independ- 
ent of the law, as he is who appointed it. There are 
different degrees in which this odious heresy is made a 
practical principle. A spirit truly renewed through divine 
grace becomes an emphatical approver of the law.. It is a 
reflection of the character of Him whom he adores, and 
wishes to resemble. 

Such are the expedients, and modes, and operations, of 
depravity to frustrate "the commandment." But let us 
solemnly consider, that all the while, and after aU, that 
divine law remains, in its exceeding breadth. Then, what 
should a man gain, though he could keep it out of sight— ^ 
delude and please himself with a diminished conception of 



Digitized 



by Google 



348 THE COMPBEHEKSITENESS OF 

it, — ^through his whole life on earth ? Sincd he must go 
out of the world to meet him that has appointed it, and 
never abrogated or changed it "not one jot or tittle.** 
There, too, he will meet it, this law itself, resplendent in 
eternity. 

"Exceeding broad." It is so, bv the comprehensive 
applicableness of its grand simple rules. " Thou shalt love 
the Lord thj God with all thy heart, and soul, and strength, 
and thy neighbour as thyself. It is so by the ample order 
of its special injunctions. Where is there a spot without a 
signal of the divine will ? It is so by laying an authori- 
tative hand on the first principles and origin horn which 
any thing can proceed, in human spirit and action ; then it 
reaches to all things that do or can proceed thence. It 
asserts a jurisdiction over aU thought and inward affection. 
All language is uttered under this same jurisdiction. All 
that the world, and each man, is in action about. And 
even over what is not done, it maintains its authority, and 
pronounces its dictates and judgments. It is a positive 
thing with respect to what is negative, omission, non- 
existence. Like the divine government in the material 
world, over the wastes, deserts, and barren sands. And 
&om these spaces of nothing, (as it were,) it can raise up 
substantial forms of evil, of sin, in evidence against men. 
As at the resurrection men wiU rise from empty wastes, 
where it would not have been suspected that any were con- 
cealed. Let a man look back on all his omissions, and 
think what the divine law can raise &om them against him. 
Thus the law, in its exceeding breadth, is vacant nowhere ; 
it is not stretched to this wide extent by chasms and void 
spaces. If a man could find one such, he might there take 
his position for sin with impunity, if not with innocence. 

But to realize all this to the heart and conscience, what 
seriousness of thought is necessary! What of aU this will 
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be visible to a careless, thoughtless spirit? And how 
necessary spiritual discernment imparted, maintained, and 
increased, by divine instruction and influence. This brings, 
as it were, a new element into the creation around us. 
When this is given to one that had been a stupid, insensible 
sinner, what a manifestation, what a vision, there becomes 
apparent to him of the divine law ! 

An inference or two from such representations, will have 
been very obvious. One plainly is, that great self-com- 
placency is a treacherous, deluded, and dangerous state. 

Again, if such be the law, how impossible is human sal- 
vation by it ! Let man be brought before it in judgment, — 
under the condition, " cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all things which are written in the book of the law, 
to do them." He must not shrink from this view, who is 
really in earnest to be saved. And one most just, and what 
should be natural, consequence will be, — ^a perfect horror of 
taking any ground at all like this for acceptance before 
God. "We need not fear to assert, that, with such a view 
of the law, and man being such as he is, it would have been 
very difficult to believe even a revelation of divine mercy, 
which shoidd profess to take effect on the ground of the 
law, or not on any other ground, A strong doubt and 
question would have arisen; — "How can the holy Gk)d 
(can, morally speaking) so set aside his law ? Why did he 
appoint it ? Is it not absolutely just and good ? Will it 
comport with holiness to suffer a vast and general violation 
of it, defiance of it, by our race, and no dreadful and^ penal 
consequences foUow — ^provided men should be willing to be 
pardoned by him, — ^and be somewhat sorry for their having 
set his law at nought ?'' 

Therefore, the rational theory would be, — that if Gk)d 
would extend mercy and salvation to so guilty a race, it 
would much more probably be on the ground of some quit« 
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different economy. And therefore,— a rerelabon of some- 
thing purporting to be such a quite different economy, 
would, beforehand, have every probability in its fftvour, as 
compared with any plan which should retain tiie law as 
the foundation. The plan by the law was evidently an 
utterly ruined plan ; it could not save (me ; it could only 
condemn to perish. If men were to be saved, and still 
upon the original economy, it was to be independently of 
the law, and in opposition to it. But, ind^ndently, and in 
opposition I — ^Who would make them indep«adent ? Who 
would bear them harmless in that opposition P If the divine 
goodness in the form of merci/ would do it, — ^what became 
of the divine goodness in .the form of Hghteofutnesa T 
Should the rebellious creatures utterly violate and d^ndish 
the economy of justice, and come triumphant out of its 
ruins, as having forced the supreme Governor to the bare 
expedient of mercy ? 

All this gives, beforehand, a high and rational probabilitfy 
to the new economy, constituted in the Mediator ; acc^t- 
ance, justification, salvation, — solely and entirely through 
the work and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, The believing, 
grateful accepters of this economy will see the more c^ its 
inestimable value, the more they apprehend of the '^ exceed- 
ing breadth*' of the divine law. The rejectors of it may be 
e^orted to turn their solemn attention on that law — to 
study it long — ^and see whether they dare finally venture to 
stand on that ground. 

June Mh, 1823. 
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LECTUEE TyxTTT 

THE DIYIHS GOOBKESS ▲ HOTITS TO BEPENTAKCE. 

BOMAKS ii. 4. 

'^ The goodness of Ood leadeih thee to r&pentance,^^ 

It is not our purpose to dwell, in any formal manner, 
on the doctrine of repentance ; its nature ; the distinction 
of its different kinds ; or the conditions of its being effec- 
tual. Nor is there anj need to insist on so plain a truth 
as, that repentance is necessary to aU men ; for nothing, 
hardly, woidd appear more impious than for any one 'to 
come forward and say, " I need no repentance.** 

But, there is another consideration, of very grave im- 
portance, namely, — ^that all men will certainly come to 
repentance; that there are causes in existence, and will 
be in operation, which will inMlibly enforce repentance of 
some kind, at some time. In this view it is a very solemn 
thing to look at men (classes or individuals) — ^the gay and 
thoughtless — ^impious — hardened in iniquity — self-righteous 
— ^indifferent professors — and think, "You will certainly 
repent ! — ^your repentance may be in vain — of an unavailing 
kind — too late, but it will certainly c(Hne \ You may think 
not of it, may make light of the admonition ; but it is in 
reserve ; it will come ; aind when it comes, what a change !*' 
And, let it be suggested, the repentance that absolutely 
will be enforced, sometime or other, whatever it shall be 
deficient in, will at least have the pain, the grief; and the 
pain the greatest, if it be an unavailing repentance. There 
are, then, causes in reserve that will enforce repentance, 
«ven on the most careless and hardaied. 
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But we would speak of reasons that should enforce it, 
and now — persuasive reasons, conducive reasons. There are 
many such ; and, surely, what has just now been represented 
should be a powerful one. K ultimate repentance is inevi- 
table, under an irresistible, and what may be, a terrible, 
power, how desirable it should not be left to be caused so; but 
be effected under the persuasive influence of more gracious 
causes! And it becomes pecuHarily desirable that these 
should be the prevailing influences, to work repentance, 
when we consider it as a prolonged, a habitual, sentiment 
and exercise of the soul. Eor, we are not considering 
repentance exclusively in a limited character of one great 
temporary act ; as a part of that revolution which we 
call conversion — but as a feeling which is to be continually 
renewed, and maintained in exercise through the whole 
course of life. It ought to be so maintained, unless the 
remembrance of sin ought to be otherwise than painful. It 
should be so habitual, unless a man perfectly ceases to be a 
sinner. We must beware of the delusive notion of a 
repentance once for all ; confined to one particular period, 
as if it put all right for perpetuity, and gave a final opiate 
to the conscience. Not even the assurance of pardon 
through Jesus Christ is to extinguish the sentiment of 
repentance ; unless it be a proper effect of Christian faith, 
that a man should cease to care, in the smallest degree^ that 
he has been a sinner, and is still a sinner. 

But we repeat, if repentance is to be a prolonged, a 
habitual exercise of religion, it is to be wished that the 
causes acting on the mind to excite the sentiment, should 
be much of the gentler order. And of these, the chief, Q^ 
indeed, it do not comprehend them aU,) is " the goodness of^ 
Gody^ manifested, acknowledged, and felt. Contemplate, 
then, that ^^ goodness P It may be considered in the grand, 
comprehensive view, of all the beneficence that he has 
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poured oreaf this tmiyerse,— all the good that he has^ oon- 
feired on thid wwld sinee the or^atiioii)i-^all l^t is 
displayed in* nattuiey provideiice, and the sireait woi^- (^ 
redemplaon. 

Bat we Would' rather direct attention to the Bhine' 
goodness in some more special viewsi 'For example: — 
contemplate it as behdid in the same view with the deserts 
of man, — i&e two visions- dose together, — a brottd dionh 
flotation of both, in comparison; Look at the g£hieral 
^pearanoa and character of etxk;, ave these in due rela^ 
tioa P Fix on any par<aealar parts, to see how they ailsfwer 
to each other; whether thej reflect each othei^s- brightness 
and heavenly quality. What is it in man thai is ade- 
quately corzespondrait to that 'goodness ? Is it a humble^ 
constant se^aa& of dependence ? — an affectionate admiration 
of his beneficence? — a mighty attraction towards him? — a 
confi>nmirp: of spirit, and iacessant solicitude to be still 
more conformed ? Is it an aversion to all that he disf^ 
proves ? Look at any of the particulars of his goodness,-^ 
his constant provision-^his wakfhfbl p^tedaon— his com- 
passionate care of weakness. What corresponds to these ? 
His rays of instructive wisdc»n £dling on maii,*«-^hat corre- 
sponds ? Is it clear, unperverted reason ? — ^[j^ect love of 
truth ? — anxiety to be taught ? His shining. f<nrth on t^em, 
a Sovereign Fa;fctem of sanctity; his shining forth in an 
economy of Bedemption, — ^what does this very idling imply 
that there is in man to answer to it ? Thus, let '^ the good- 
ness of God'* be contemplated relatively and compi^atively 
to the character and disposition of man. 

Behold it, again, in the same view veith the manileBtati<»i 
of his mind against sin,^^the expressions of denunciation 
accompanying his holy law, and mingled with all his com* 
rnxmications to man, — ^how many they are, how deci^ve, 
how solemn, and at the same time, just ! And yet, not- 

VOL. I. A A 
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withstanding, the world, around us, is not made an un- 
mingled scene of vindictive execution ; sinful men are not, 
in every path and dwelling, crushed under the falling judg- 
ments of Heaven. There is an immense dispensation of 
benefits. This is instead of the expression of his displea- 
sure and denunciation, being (if we may so speak) embodied 
in a practical dispensation of inflictions. Those just de- 
nunciations are sent conjoined with £Ei.vours, with mercies 
exceeding the number of the formidable sentences— of the 
expressions that he is offended'. It would seem as if he 
would not send his rebukes or threatenings but by the 
hands of Mends, bearing tokens of kindness and benefi. 
cence, while they convey the messages of displeasure. " It 
is of the ZorcPs mercies that toe are not consumed" The 
case, then, is such, that, the Divine denunciations against 
sin, and the actual prevalence of sin in men, in usj — ^being 
considered together, — no such measure of indulgence and 
bounty could have been expected as that which is actually 
experienced. 

View this Divine Goodness in the light of being contem- 
porary — ^being at the very same time with — each sin in bur 
long succession of offences. Advert to any distinguishable 
sin in particular, in its time, its moment; there was good- 
ness experiencing then: advert to the next, and the next, — 
at that time there was still " the goodness of Qod," and in 
various ways at once. Could this, at any such moment, 
have been denied, — could it have been boldly said (suppose 
in excuse for sin,) "I am experiencing no * goodness of 
Gody just now ? No ; at whatever sinM moment, there 
was a diversity and complication of the exercise of "• the 
goodness of Ghd." So that, downward to this hour, the 
series of the Divine goodness may be counted by the suc- 
cession of a man's sins. Not one sin, small or great, but 
immediately close by it, were acts and proofs of this good- 
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ness. If* this had been realized to thought, what a striking 
and aw^ admonition ! Each and every sin a testimony, a 
representative of goodness ; and what a wonder, that the 
train of goodness should still persist to go on ! 

And this may suggest another idea ; that is, of realizing 
this goodness by the supposition of its being withdrawn. 
Deprivation is sometimes the most effectual way of verifying 
that a thing was, — and what, and how much it was. Think, 
if God were to take this method of making us sensible 
whether he has exercised goodness toward us ! He might 
begin, at one point, and at another, to diminish, to with- 
hold, to withdraw. He might cause his bounty to recedf : 
on every side of the sphere of our interests. On one side^ 
a diminution, a withdrawment, just enough to be felt at 
first ; but speedily more — and still more ; the same opera- 
tion on another side of our interests — something still 
departing, day after day ! — things we had scarcely thought 
of as gifts or mercies, leaving incurable pain, or want, 
behind !--our condition becoming more and more distressed 
and miserable, till we sunk in death^ and a death without 
consolation or hope ! Or, instead of this gradual process, a 
sudden general deprivation. !Nx>w what would all this be, 
but merely the withdrawment of the Divine Goodness ? 
Estimate that goodness, th^ as on the supposition of its 
being withdrawn. 

We may add, as peculiarly pertinent to our text, that 
"the goodness ofQod^* is to be viewed in its character of 
patience and longsufi^Bring. AH his lengthened indulgence, 
his train of favours — what should we in conscience deem it 
to have been for ? What, but that there might be increas- 
ing gratitude, devotedness, wisdom, and service? And 
when has there been such a degree of these, that it was 
anything but mere goodness in God to continue his favours? 
Jn the failure of these (that is, of gratitude, devotion, ser- 
A A 2 
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Tioe, ^.) wliat should we deem the lengthened indnlgenoe 
to h«ire been for, but thai;^ at laigth» a mighty repentance 
should awake ia the soul ? But hm this, too, JEkiled ? Then 
how great " the goa&nsta^* ae bngsuflering and patience! 

But, what is i^ ^^gooSnen^* of Icmgeuffering still, for? 
Surely, our text is the answer. '^ It leaehth tAee to repent- 
anocj* stitt waits for tiie same^ — ^persuades to the same. 
And thither the Dirine ^^ goodneiii*^ should lead^ in. all the 
views we have attempted to represent it in. Does not ail 
this goodness most emphatically reproach our ing?i*atitade P 
Does it not expose sin aa a thing inezpressildy malignant 
and hateftilP Does it not ^low that this ia & cause ibr 
grie^ fiur, &r beycmd all others? Does it not show that the 
pardon of this, and deliyeranee from this, are the gi:«ate8t 
blessings to be sought, or named, or thought oi^ under 
Heaven ? But those Uessings can come to no man's sou], 
separately ficom repentance. 

And it is *^the goodttess of€hd^^ that still presses this 
repentance upon us. It seems to plead and expostulate. 
•* Would you not desire to be in liaity witi such a Being?*' 
But this cannot be without repentance. ^' Would you not 
deem that^ which has kept you from his love and communion, 
your most fstal enemy ?** Then would you* not repent of 
having entertained it ? ^Oh, what have you been listening 
to, while his goodness has pleaded in vain ?** Can you ex- 
pend your sorrow on trifling iUs, and be indifferent about 
this ? What'state, what sociei^ are you fit for, and will be 
fit for hereafter, if you would not be even passionately 
earnest to be restored to him? Would you not fervently 
implore one more manifestation of his ^^ goodnest^*^ in an act 
of his almighty power, to broak down the separation which 
estranges you from him? How can you even endure to 
experience^his *^ffoodne9& " any longer, if it is to be in vain ? | 
Wliat, but an insuierable reproach can every new manifes- | 
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tation of il; heS And, wliat is that goodneM to lead to, ^ 
not to repentance. Hunk, what there oan be ^se for it to 
lead to ? ShaH it be, — to BuecessiTe soenee, and stages, and 
varieties of vanil^ ?— ShaU it be to the vezy thing itself 
even sin, whidi it should lead to repentance of? Shall it 
be, 1» contempt of Ood P Think what a fearful power <^ 
evil it IB, that can cause the yeiy ^^^ooineu qf God'' to lead 
m such a way ! 

But, tiie mind s^ys to itsdjf^ when conscience is uneasy, 
« There nmtit^ theee aJudl be repentance." Muai it be so ? 
Shall it be soP Th^ what is to lead to it, if not the 
^'^eodnet^ qf God?'' How, and by what, is it counted 
upon, as to be brought to pass P Such a queslaon should 
be plainly answered by the neglectful, delaying q>irit that 
gives itself this assurance. What eUe than '^ the goodness 
of God" is to lead to repentance P What is to be a greater 
force, and a better Ibrce to accompli^ the effect P Would 
a man calmly re<^on on severe and terrific causes? On 
afflictions — ca]amitie8--judgments P Would he say, '^ Those 
will make me feel, though Divine indulgence cannot P Thou 
wilt affiight and terrify me, and ^s^n^ sin$ in order hrfore 
me :' and, tiU they come, I must be content that ' the t^wne 
goodnees ' be in vain." Benevol^ice would pray, that those 
awM visitations mi^t speedily arrive^ if nothing else can 
suffice ; even thait were the ^^ffoodnees of €hd," though in so 
different a form. But, what a state of mind it would be, 
that could resign itself to sUch a calculation, such a hope ! 
And beeades, how is the genuineness to be assuredly known, 
of a repentaaoee wrought by suJBfering, by fear and teiror P 
how, unless there were space and scope given afterward to 
prove that the "poodnese qf God" affects the soul, and pro- 
longs the salutary contrition whai the l^rors shall have 
remitted P But, besides, even this method, of severe good* 
ness, may be forborne, when a long train of its benignant 
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fikYOurs have been disregarded. Even terrors may not be 
sent till it is too late. Think, at the same time, even if a 
genuine and salutary effect might be calculated upon, as to 
be wrought by terror and suffering, what infatuation it 
would be to leave it to be so accomplished, — ^that which 
there is now indulgent goodness adapted to accomplish ! 

But; is it still this indulgent goodness that is counted, 
upon, as to work repentance? prolonged goodness, — ^more 
and greater goodness, — while, thus far that goodness fails ? 
But is there not enormous presumption in thus TnaViTig 
sure of its prolongation? Is there not presumption too, 
and absurdity, in building on resolutions, to make a con- 
trary use, some time, of l^at goodness, to what has been 
deliberately made of it hitherto ? What good and powerful 
principle is expected to spring up in the heart, in the mean- 
time, to turn it so certainly and so easily to its Divine 
Benefactor? And even if it could be certain, that the 
Divine goodness would be efficacious — after being still 
longer trifled with — ^think how certain it would be also, 
that a great aggravation of bitterness and remorse would be 
added, by the very circumstance of having trifled with that 
goodness so much longer. 

But again ; the prolonged trifling with it tends, naturally 
and powerfully, to an effect diredtly the contrary of repent- 
ance,— naturally and powerfully, we say ; it does so by mere 
habit, if there were nothing more. It does so, hj establish- 
ing a heedless kind of notion (or rather a habit of feeling 
without thought), as if all the good we receive were just 
what belongs to our being and nature — only what it is 
proper for us to have, since we exist, — something due to 
our condition, rather than any direct bounty of God. It 
does so, by turning many of God's mercies, in succession, 
to a wrong use — and every such instance, being a sin, puts 
us further from him — ^adds to the thickness of '^ the sepa* 
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rating wall." It does so, hj creating a delusive sense of 
impunity. It may do so, by introducing into the mind an 
express and even specidative undeiraluation of the Divine 
mercies, admitted and cherished to do away the sense of 
guilt. It may at length do so (that is, harden the spirit), 
by bringing upon it, from the infliction of Gbd himself^ a 
judicial insensibility. But, conceive the state of a^ soul 
hardened under " the goodness of OodT* No longer even 
a perception of his mercies, as such, — a fixed impenetrable 
ingratitude, — an established, habitual repellency to all his 
attractions, a cessation, nearly, of regret for not being at 
peace with him ; — ^the man's mind made up, as it were, just 
to seize and enjoy as much temporal good as Gtod wi}l per- 
mit him (not £fwe him) during the remainder of the brief 
space of life, and leave all that is to follow to be as it may. 

Above all things we should dread, and pray against, such 
a fatal consequence of " the goodnpss of OodJ' And if there 
be, in any, a consciousness of any degree of it, no words are 
strong enough to express the alarm and earnestness that 
should be felt. 

Consider, in conclusion, how happily the sentiment of 
" repentance^' from a sense of " the goodness of God" 
mingles and harmonizes with aU the noblest and most 
delightful sentiments of religion, — ^with gratitude, humility, 
holy reverence, and zeal, — ^and with the aspiration to a 
better life, where there shall be no more sin. 

June 19, 1823. 
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THE BEEVITT OE HUMAN LITE CONTEiLSTED WITH THE 
PE^lCAHr^Gi: OF OBJECTS IS KATTTBE. 

ECGXSSIASTBS i. 4. 

'* One genergtUm fositeth o/way, a/nd another generation 
Qometh : hut the earth .abideth for eoer^ 

This place of oiiir abode, or rath^ o^ sc^onzxiy tys 
Earth, has many l^iiiigs tending to ))egii^ i^ o^ of reflee- 
ticm, to lull and obok us into unccmcem. Buit, it has scNoie 
things (fitted /to awaken ns to thought 9nd i^reh^omon. 
This should, in aU maMI^ h.e Hie effect of such dzcam- 
staaces, and ifiM^s, as forqe on our aitt^aiion the ^owtratt 
heUveen die duration of Hhe earth itteff a/nd that pf et^ abode 
on it; — a duration, in the one instance, coming 4owh horn 
a ^mst remote]]«ss of onlaquiiy, — and extending ^iward 
l^irough uiBdmowiL ages ; — ^in iHae other Stance, a duration 
nearly imperceptible, in the whole fiew of 4^ lapse of 
time; i4ke ifdiajt oi a bubble Aoafting down "^xm a great 
stream. We i^peat ; things <^iat Berve to e^qK>se and ymfy 
the greatness of this contrast, «ught to have an awak^xing 
effect. Especially when we consider, that there is no cir- 
cumstance belonging to our sojourn on earth so interesting 
as — ^that we must leave it. And most directly related to 
our leaving it, is our speed in passing through it. 

And there are many things to illustrate this comparison 
and force our thoughts upon it. History itself; — why is 
history, but because the generations of men are gone? 
We want to know something of them, and to converse with 
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^em^ as a facmer wodd of men. And Idstery tetb tis of 
one genendion, and of another, thai; bas paiBsed a^aj, 
IsgmDg nc* ja Hiong "«ack behind." In a few ho^m <rf ihis 
reteoapeotivie contemplajacaa, a 'whole agie of !tihe ]»oe is sei^a 
off ^ho wco^d ; &31owed hj anoi^er, and another. We m»j 
look till we are qnito veary of tihe hmg snccearion' — 
ieo^i»nded by Ihe xsupiiij^ of endleiui dbange, aod ^kbnost 
moBti&ed to see the nioe ikua coniiimmlly reduced to Timity 
and dust. And yei here remains the very »e&Ae world ; 
^ ^ e«n^ abided fir ever;'' and wbat it i^tams ^ them 
all 16 jnrt, literally, so much mould as itjieir dijUKibed bodies 
hare yielded] a snbstanee, bowevser, whicSi it eontaised 
before they eixisted. 

It is olmoui^ suggested here, that we haye another 
iihistration of ihe text in places .ef intenment, that have 
been such for ages. The earliest of the g^erations that 
hai^e terzEDnated their earthly existence, are gone beyond 
memory .(ur ti^adition. Of a subsequent, but still early 
fteeiod, you iSnd some two or three hsdf-oblitei^ted monu- 
mental inscriptions ; wildi them was contemporary a ^ole 
generation,— deposited there in their season, but totally 
forgotten and unknown. In greater nxmiber there are 
dates of a lat^ generation, atill &r gone in itke past. And 
so you come down at last to the raeetU grave and tomb. 

^st the fields, the hills, the streaHis around are the same. 
The sun shines on the ^>ot,^tl3e shadows of the clouds 
pass,— <4die rains and snows fal^wthe grass and plants grow, 
^n''^^ same. And also Uemg men, young and •odd, are seen, 
on a ^ne sabbath imoming, walking about, or standing in 
aodial parties, — or leaning, in perfect unconcern p^haps, 
against the monum^ital stones,^ust thus it was in the 
iSormer ages. It is very striking to obs^re this last 
dreumstance (especially in some rural burying ground) 
and to think that these, (many of them prc^bly the 
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descendants of those mouldering under their feet,) that 
these are the ^^ffeneroHon" next to *^pass awayP The time 
approaches when they also will he gone ; and stiU the world 
of Nature will remain the same, not united with their 
doom,^ — not sympathetic with their declining — ^their sick- 
ness — ^their growing old — ^their dying. 

But not only the abodes of the iead^ — ^those of the Uwng 
also may yield illustration of the contrast, those of them 
which were built in a former age; or, take them 
collectively, in a village, town, or city; as this city. How 
many successions of the inhabitants, since it became a 
populous city! Would it be an extravagant conjecture 
that seven or eight times as many persons have died in it, 
as are at this hour living in it? We are setting out of 
view, in the calculation, the circumstance that many of the 
houses have perished and been replaced by new ones. We 
take it in the mass, as if it were one great abode. But 
think, now, of the whole population having been so many 
times changed ! It requires thought ; because the change, 
being gradual, is at no one time presented in its full 
magnitude. Were it in the nature of things, that there 
should be, at one grand sweep, the removal of so vast a 
number, repeated at the average period of an age of man, 
the event, and the succession of such events, would have an 
overwhelming awfiilness. But what is in effect equal to 
this, takes place, and but feebly excites attention. But 
think, sometimes, when you traverse the city, how many 
entire generations have walked along some of those streets. 
Or look over it &om one of the neighbouring eminences, 
and think of the difference between the scene of all its 
busy crowd, — and of that mightier multitude of which not 
one being now mingles with that crowd! But the hill is 
the same, the general landscape the same; ^Hhe earth 
4ibideth for ever r 
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, ' These are some of the more general, and broadly obyious 
.exemplifications of the fact noted in the text. We hope it 
will not be deemed fEinciful, if we should pursue the iUus- 
tration through some more particular and minute matters 
of observation. 

There may be many things vncidentalhf suggesting them- 
selves to reflecting minds, that will strongly enforce the 
consideration of the brevity of life, as contrasted with the 
permanence of the scene in which it is passed. Beflections 
of this character may occiur imder occasional and transient 
states of feeling, — excited at one time by objects that would 
not exdte them at another. But we should think it must 
have happened to many, or to most men, to ^ have this 
reflection excited at the view of some object or other, — 
" How much longer this has been — or shdl be — than I — 
or any now living man." 

This recently occurred to myself,* very forcibly, in 
observing some projections of rock, at the basis of a preci 
pice by the sea, — alternately washed and left by the tide. 
These objects had been noticed in a former season, (perhaps 
without the reflection occurring, tjiough so natural a one ;) 
their aj^earance was exactly the same— and the thought 
suggested itself; — "How many ages the ocean has fretted 
and foamed against these blocks — how many ages before 
any person now living was here to observe them. Here in 
this perpetual encounter with the mighty element, they 
have remained with little alteration — ^and nearly thus will 
remain for centuries to come ; — but where will the present 
spectator be ? In comparison with this, what a brevity of 
duration is that allotted to our mortal existence ! " 

* On the shore at the Haven I caught a subject for a lecture, which 
was one of the most out of the common track that I have made. — ** The 
brerity of li&, as indicated and contrasted by the permanence of objects in 
Nature."— ilfr. Foster to the Rev, Josiah HUl, Nov. 1, 1823. 
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There aire, w we eaid, oeeanonal staies of feeliag, m^bich 
the Tefieetiou, «o iiiggested, comes witk vivid in^resiicni. 
And it wese well to cultivate tbit leAective habitude 
tfaxoug^ which the miaid ihonld be fiosoeptible ^ iastn&0tive 
and solemn suggestions and impressions from anj^aaid idl 
^hjecfts. To a mind so habituated, the transiencj of life, 
the ** paging awmf of ike ^fmerationSy** will "be foro^lj sug- 
gested bji&e view of such things as mountains (^everhmtintg 
hilh^), massive rocks, ancient trees^l^ aever-tniag^ never- 
^idmgiU3tio& <^ i^ sea, and the solid structorea of human 
labour. Well maj so^ objects make an impression of 
contrast with man, when we find i^em in Sctiptnre tiken m& 
emblems to represent the unchangeabl^iess and ^et^niity 
ofOod. 

And we maj observe, it is the manifest intentian of the 
Divine Spirit, as shown in the sa^ed writings, that we 
should be ts^ht to £nd emblems, in the world we are 
placed in, to enforce flolemn instructions upon us. 

Thus, the oharaoter of permanence in objects we behold, 
may adnumii^ ns of the brevity of our mortal life. The 
reflections aricdng to impress this admomlion maj be in 
various fcvms. For instance, — ^while we are beholding aa 
olgect which has had a long duration, the reflection may be, 
— ^*'How many hare beheld it who are not now in tiie 
world t*' in some cases, the thought will cany xis np to a 
remote antiqnity, when barbarous tribes ixdiafoited or 
wandered about t^ place; and down through all ^ 
changes of the pe<^le in a i(mg series of ages. *^ BJere th^ 
have stood, or waikedy — solitary individuals, or associates. 
Their eyes have fixed on tiiat object — wit^ attention— 
without attention— with words of remark upon it. What 
various countenances have faced it! these countenances 
when in the bloom and sparkle of youth ; and again when 
faded and withered in age. And a still successive and 
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jpenewod raoe hwe^ \feeu here, and beheld this object^ wbila 
the preeedmg geiieEstiQn» disaf^ieared «ad wer^ forgotten; 
l^ey might go, — it departed not. M remained obnoii& to 
each, fc^kywing teibe of dweUeis or Tisitanta<; aad< ivdth at 
hard^ tmchanged^ ai^pect c£ entirft iiidependeno& and indi^ 
feienee as ta alL Whait aoa. ass^nblage ! what atspectade! 
if tisere' coold be a Yisionarj recall and exhibition o£ them 
idl ! And bow, at last,^ we tread this same ground, and fix 
otxr eyes; on tMs^ same object^ on whidt millions di looks 
hsw been fixed ; «», too^ shall dis^pear^—and. U will still 
be there!?' 

'Bind reflection m^ include ihB ideas of all the imrious^ 
penN»ial ^uaUtiea — states of mind and. charact^, — ^and 
condition altogether, of tiiis unknown, long sueeession. 
" Depravity has been here, in how many forms ! Misery, 
of how many kinds and degrees ! Visions of anticipation — 
deeply pcmdered' schemes^— fluctuations of. hope and. fear — 
tiiou^tlessness and consideratkm— practical atheism and 
devout sentiment ! AR thia haa passed, away — and here is 
the object still, tawhickall this ««», once^ present!" 

And then to tiunk, there is yet to come more of all this, 
to he present to it — afber we ^all see it no more. What a 
train of sinners yet, but also, we trust, of saints,- are to 
reside, or pass and repass, within sight of that pile of rocks, 
— that mound of earth, raised perhaps by the Eomans or 
the Bntons,— -or tiiat ancient massive tower. For these^ as 
settied featureaof the earth, will ^^ abide** while ^^ane, gpne^ 
ration paseeth awMf and another eometk,** 

In a s^itary and contemplative state of tile mind^ the 
permanent objenzts give the impression as if they rejected and 
scorned all connexion witb our traositcny existence-— as it 
we were accounted but as shadows passing over them, — as 
if they stood tii^e but to tell us what a short day, is allotted 
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to 118 on earth, — to proclaim the transitorinesB of man, — ^to 
frown upon our thoughtless feeling and self-gratulationy 
as if there were to be great length in life — ^and on the 
presumption of our calculations and schemes. (And, in- 
deed, how just and pointed a reproach on a creature of 
flesh and blood, standing perhaps on some great rock, and 
joyously anticipating a great length of life ! Let him look 
at what he stands on !) 'Tis as if they stood there the 
monuments^ of many past generations, and were appointed 
to be also ours, — as if appointed to witness the whole lapse 
of time, and would take no account of so diminutive a space 
of it as ours, — ^as if they had nothing to do with the present 
and passing generation of men. They strike the thoughtful 
beholder with a character of gloomy and sublime dissociation 
and ^estrangement from him. 

It is true, that the altering effect of time is visible on 
many of the objects thus contrasted with us by their per- 
manence. But, the extreme slowness of that alteration 
serves to display again that contrast, and to enforce the 
instruction. For example, the gradual decay of some 
^nighty ancient structure, — or of some nxagniflcent cedar 
or oak, — ^the working away of the very rocks on the sea- 
coast, — ^the work ofage^ is seen even in the smoothing and 
rounding of the pebbles, ther^, or in the channel of a stream. 
The change, the decay, in many of these cases, is such, 
that there is no human witness of the alteration, that is, 
of the process. The effect has been wrought, but so slowly 
and imperceptibly, that no man can say that he has seen its 
progress. The man that has looked on the objects in his 
childhood, can hardly, in his most advanced age, say that 
he perceives any difference. But then let him turn and 
look at his fellow mortals, such of them as remain alive ! 
He can recall the image of the childhood of even t^ oldest 
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t)f them. He has seen them through the progress of the 
change; and a far g^reater number he has seen out to the 
last change. 

And then, let him obse^rve himself! While the sea- 
beaten rock, or the massiye tower, or even the great oak, 
presents to him the same aspect as when he was a youth or 
a child, what is the case with him ? How could 'he, by his 
appearance, be known for the same ? And how does he 
know himself to be the same? Is it by his withered 
countenance — his infirmities — ^his pains — his laborious 
walking — ^his extinguished spirits — ^his prospects vanished ? 

But we may take the impressive instruction without 
bringing the whole length of life thus into the contrast. 
It may have happened to us to fix our attentive look on some 
such permanent objects, and after a moderate interval — a 
few years — ^to come to behold them again. They are seen 
just the same ; but even within that space, v)e may have 
experienced a very great change. Our condition in life, — our 
health, — ^the state of our social relations, may have become 
in the meantime very different ; projects ended, — ^prospects 
surrendered, — we are quite in another stage of life. We 
may look at the object, and say, — '' So and so, I was design- 
ing or expecting, when I saw this last (and this great tree, 
or ancient arch) — then I possessed — novo I have lost — '* 
How happy if we can say, — ^^Then I was all for this transi- 
tory state, — ^now I am earnestly occupied for another!" 

At any rate, whatever may have been the particular 
course of experience, it would betray a thoughtless spirit, 
jf some striking reflections should not be excited. The 
man should at least be reminded, *' So much of my life has 
irrevocably passed away since, and while the space has 
made no perceptible difference to this object which I be- 
hold again, it has made a most important one to me. A 
few more such spaces at the most (which will still make no 
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diffeienoe to Uj) ^wOl finiBh my moiial term — ^perhi^ one 
such,*— povhapft muoh less^" And, poseibly,^!]! the former 
instance, he viewed it with some to whom the sobse^ueni 
space of time has made ail the difBroenoe of Mferand death ! 
j& is^ hero still, and just as it then wssy^-^wheie sxo^ tJi^ ? 

The great genural iilstniiction fipom all this is^-^hew little 
hold— 'how little abtfolute oeeupancj we hoye of this woil<L 
When all tto scene is^ e^entij fixed to rmtudn^^ tnr aee 
under the compulsion^ to go. We have' noldnng to do 
witdi it, but as passing ftom it^ The g^oeration' ^' 4Some£* 
but to ^'^patf mooj/i,*' seemg anotiier fbllowing it eibBefy 
under ^e same destination. Men mi^ sitrive to ding^^to 
seise a^ firm possession — to make good theip estiEiblishmeat 
---resolve and vow that^ ike world tkM be tdieirs; But it 
disowns them^^Hitands^ idoof ; — ^it will staj, but ikey must 
go. It se^ns to^ dedai^e to ihem^ that it is no more fise 
them, than it has been for the countless preceding gen^a- . 
tions ; ikase, in their iame, wi^ied to appropriate it, but 
what is become (^^/iM»/ It waims us that it was designed 
for u»i but just as much as it^ was for all those departed 
tribes ;' and we may cimsider what iheif have of it now. It 
signifies to us, that equally to aU it w^ yield one matter of 
permanenoe^just^one, and no more, and that is, — « gnem. 
If tk«t eoidunng possession oi the earth will contrait us,. 
that is sectire. In all othw senses of possesEdon it wffl 
eject us^ Men^ in th^ earnest adhesicm to* ilr, may raise 
mighty works of enduring stability — toweir% pala^ea^^slrongly 
built housesy as if they absolutely would connect themscdvee 
with the world's own prolonged- dturation. Well ; Hiey 
may do so ; and the earth will retain these^ but will eiSpeA^ 
them. They may construct what they please l^at sMl 
itmf ; it is thevr own absence that will be^ enfi>rc^« lb- is 
their concern wheth^ they can beguile thmnselvestio &nc^, 
that in the pe^nnanence of such proud representatives of 
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themselves, they can actually hold, when gone, any real and 
gratifying possession of the earth. 

But should not the final lesson be, that the only essential 
good that can be gained from the world, is that which can 
be carried away from it? Alas! that mere sojourners — 
beings of transition — travellers rapidly passing away, should 
be mainly intent on obtaining that which they must leave, 
— doom themselves to depart in utter deprivation — ^when 
their inquisitive glance over the scene should be after any 
good that may go with them, — something that is not fixed in 
the soil, the rocks, or the walls. 

Let us look on the earth in the spirit of this inquiry, 
^ What has the bounteous Creator placed here ? — what has 
the glorious Eedeemer left here, that I may by his grace, 
seize and take with me, and find it invaluable in another 
world?" It wiU then be delightful to look back, with the 
reflection, " I could not stay on that earth. I saw but a 
Httle while its enduring objects, — ^its grand solidities, — I 
saw them but to be admonished that I should remove. I 
have left them maintaining their unchanging aspects; but 
in my passage I descried, by the aid of the Divine Spirit, 
something better than all that they signified to me was no 
possession for me — I seized the pearl of great price, and 
have brought it away.'' 

September 25, 1823. 
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ZHB irSQSflSITX AKD BIGHT METHOD OF SELF-BXAMTNT^aflOir. 

2 Cob. ziii 5. 

'^ Tkcatmne tfoursehes^ whether ye he in the faith ; prove yo/wr 
oum selves, JSjtow ye not yowr otvn selves, how thtxt Jesw 
Christ is inyou, except ye he reprc^ates /** 

Whbk the nucessity and value of knowledge am thought 
of, it is readily admitted that ««Z/^knowledge is^ about the 
most necessarj of all. IVom of old, it has been accounted 
a precept of the highest wisdom, '• Know thyself.'* 

Might we not, then, wonder a litl^e, that there sboald not 
be more of this knowledge among men, and more^ assiduitj* 
to iicquire it P That attention shonld be so much aborted 
from this concern ? Por I suppose our gen«?al belief is, — 
that there is but Httle. Is not this the notion? In a 
numerous assembly, or in the crowd of a city, it i» pre- 
sumed, by any one that happens to think of it, that veiy 
few, among the numbers around him have a deep, compjie- 
hensive, well-rectified, steady, estimate of themselves, — a 
true insight. The presumption, or surmise, is understood 
to go even as far as this ; namely, that suppose any number 
of persons, acquainted with one another, — ^the judgments 
they form of one another would, in the whole account, he 
nearer the truth than those which they entertaiu of their 
own selves, notwithstanding the great advantage men have 
for knowing themselves better than others can. 

But, if the case be so, how comes it to be so ? Can it 
be, that they do not think it worth while to apply a serious 
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attention to so near and interesting an object? or, that 
they have arbitrary and unsound rules in making the 
judgment? or, that no rules, nor force of understanding, 
can preserve their rectitude in the presence of self-love, as 
if they softened, melted, and lost their edge, in making 
their way through that warm, investing, protective passion? 
Or, again, there may be a reluctance to making a rigorous 
scrutiny from fear, and thus men remain in ignorance. 
There may be some apprehension of finding the state of 
the case less satisfactory than the man is allowing himself 
to assume it. This may seem like expressing an incon- 
sistency — that a man will not know what he does know. 
But it is too real and commgn a case ; intimations of some- 
thing not right are unwillingly perceived ; apprehension of 
what there may be beneath is felt ; a man would rather not 
be sure of the whole truth; would wilfully hope for the 
best, and so pass off from the doubtftd subject, afraid to go 
too far inward. 

But here is a most remarkable and strange spectacle! 
A soul afraid of itself! — afraid of being deeply iatimate 
with itself; of knowing itself; of seeing itself It is easily 
apprehended how a human spirit might be afraid of another 
being, — of another spirit in a human body; apprehensive 
in being near it, — withia reach of its disposition, qualities, 
and action, — afraid to see and meet the corporeal person it 
is in ; alarmed at what there may be, or is suspected to be, 
in that spirit; shrink from approach, communication, or 
any lure to confidence. "I have a perception of evil 
omen ; a silent warning of danger ; there is possible rmn to 
me id that spirit." 

It is easy to apprehend that a human soul might be 

afraid of a disembodied spirit, evincing its presence by voice 

or appearance ; if it seemed to attend a man in his solitary 

walk, or to be a temporary visitant ia his apartment. It 

B B 2 
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would be an awful companionsliip 1 — the revealed proximitj' 
of the other world; dark mystery personified — a being 
presented as if in an equivocal conjunction of life and death j 
with powers unknown, — and which the mortal can meeii 
with no similar powers ! AH this, on the supposition that 
it were a departed human spirit. More than this, if it 
were deemed a spirit of mightier order. 

Such fear, of other beings, would seem natural enough. 
But think of a human soul in dread of itself ! having had 
some glimpses of itself, afraid to meet its oami full visage^— 
a&aid to stay with itself, alone, stiU, and attentive — a&aid 
of intimate communication, lest the soul should speak out 
from its inmost recesses I All the while, what it is afraid of 
is its own very self, from which it is every where and for 
ever inseparable I A man uneasy and apprehensive in a 
local situation, or in the presence of other men, may think 
of escape; but in his own soul! there he is, and is to 
be perpetually. Then what a predicament, when a man, 
directly and immediately as being in himself, feels the 
apprehension of evil and danger I — ^feels in the presence of 
something he dreads to abide with, and would fly from; 
would be glad to separate by a partition — or veil. So that, 
be where he may, with other persons or alone, he has still 
the inevitable presence, with him and in him, of something 
which he cannot be at ease in trusting himself with. 

"We were led into this kind of digression by observing, that 
one cause of the deficiency of self-knowledge is a fear of 
having the full truth disclosed. But now think a moment 
of the absurd and pernicious operation of such fear. To 
fear that there may be, or is, something incompatible with 
safety, and therefore decline ascertaining it I To fear that 
the suspected evil may reach further and deeper than the 
signs distinctly betray, — therefore be careful to keep the 
alarm less than the evil may be ! To fear the suspected 
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evil in reference to its ultimate effects and consequences ; 
and, rather to venture those consequences than firmly look 
to see whether we are approaching themt Not to be 
willing to see how near is the precipice! In short, to 
resign and abandon ourselves to be all that we fear, — ^rather 
than encounter the self-manifestation and the discipline 
necessary for a happy change ! 

But let us still enforce the necessity of self-examination. 
Let us consider (it is a grave consideration, though it may 
sound insignificantly in terms), that every one actually 
stands placed against a standard unseen, but real— that by 
which God judges, — and marks the spiritual state of every 
one — the eternal law — ^the rule of Christian character. 
Every one stands in some certain, precise, discriminated, 
relation to this grand rule of judgment. That is his true 
and exact condition. Think of all our assembly thus placed, 
ascertaiaed, and judged ! If the flsict could be an object of 
sight ! or signified by some .parallel manifestation to sight ! 
If it were soj — whatever inquisitiveness each might feel 
respecting the rest, surely his own marked state would be 
the chief object of his eager attention. "WeU, but should it 
be less so when he considers and knows it is so discrimi- 
nated, marked, signed, — ^in the sight of God ? — that there 
is the standard, — ^and some certaia degree upon it is hU 
degree? Is there any thing in the world so important 
for him to know; not with the infallible precision which 
belongs to the judgment of God alone, but with a substan- 
tial conformity to truth ? There is a manifestation of the 
divine rule — and there is himself to bring, with aU his 
consciousness, into comparison with it. And the state he is 
in, by the decision of that rule, is the state of his relations 
with all that is the most solemn, in heaven and earth, in 
time and eternity. Therefore, " know your own selves." 
Let us briefly notice the objects of self-examination. We 
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might ask a man, " What are you most concerned to kno^ 
of yourself? Is itjonr leading point to ascertain some- 
thing in which jou hope for a gratification of your vanity or 
pride ? the measure of your talent ? your qualifications to 
shine ? your merits as contrasted with the unworthiness, 
or even the- excellence, of other men ? your ability and 
claims to maintain competition with them ? " Instead of 
this, we would advise — ^yamine in that as to which you 
are naturally the least inclined to examine yourselves : — that 
respecting vfhich you are the most afiraid to examine ; — that 
which you find self-love constantly endeavouring to draw a 
veil ovey ; — that which, whenever you do tivn the inspection 
that way, — begins to thyow reproach and numiliation ; — ^thal 
which you most feel you need to know when you approach 
the throne of Gk)d; — ^that, any uncertainty fibout which 
awakens the most solicitude and apprehension whenever 
you think of death; — that, which forces itself on your 
attention when you think what the inhal)itants of heaven 
must be. 

The earnest force of this exammation should fix on the 
points named by the apostle — ^** whetiier ye be in the feith " 
— ^whether "Jesus Christ be in you/' He was, indeed, 
aiming at a particular point in these questions; namely, 
Had they not proof of his being a true apostle of Christ ; 
and his having brought to them the real religion of 
Christ; had they not proof in their own personal 
Christianity? But his appeal equally enforced the 
question, whether they had a personal experience of 
f/hristianity. Let, then, the self-examiner*s earnest 
inquisition be directed to this great point — "whether" he 
f* be in the faith ;'* T^hether he is decidedly more than a cold 
dissenting believer in the Christian doctrines. That a mau 
may be, and yet ^t the same time be in — ^may be vitally aixi 
actively in — a spirit opposite to all these heavenly truths. 
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But— in the feith ? so in it as to be powerfiilly intlidrawn 
and withheld from the spirit and dominion of the world ? — 
encircled'— rsepajfated-*-*guarded? So in it— *ft8 to have a 
habitual prevailing order of views, feelings, motives^ 
preferences, purposes, created and animated by it ? So in 
it, as to be in a cordial and zealous league with its Mthful 
adherents ? 

The other form of expression for the same thing is, 
"that Jesus Christ is in you." He may be in the thoughts 
as a commanding object of contemplation. I^e question 
for examinaticHi will be^ — Is he «o? He may be in the 
affections — ^the object of love, and of awful reverence. Is 
he so? He may be in the conscience, as an authority. 
He may be in the soul, in the sense that somewhat of his 
likeness, his image, is impressed upon it. He may, in 
short, be estaMished in the soul — in theory, in vital 
interest, in exclusive reliance, and in hope— as its sole, and 
all-su£^ent, and almighty Bedeemer. Thus he shall be in 
the soul aa an indwelling presence, without which it were 
lifeless and hopeless ; by which, it is alive to God, and 
lodts' forward to eternal felicity. Now, whether this he, in 
some good measure the case, is matter, pre-eminently, for 
sdf^-examination. In all such important points, let men 
beware of assuming, without the process of "proving." 

We might think c^ a few observations in aid of a correct 
and salutary performance of this duty. 

It should be superEuous to name the necessity of a dis- 
tinct, strong, steady, apprehension of the pure standard 
fixed by the divine authority. But how little this is recog- 
nized among the multitude amenable to it ! 'Tis as if the 
tables written on Sinai had been subjected to be passed 
through the camp, for the people to revise, interpolate, 
erase, or whoUy substitute it, at their pleasure. Never 
Jesuit's commentary on the Bible falsified it more, than the 
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world's Bjstem of principles perverts or supplants that of 
the Almighty. This operation began even in Eden, through 
" the wisdom that is from beneath," and has continued ever 
since. 

Nor would we dwell on, as another thing, the necessity 
of a habit of reflection. We fear we may haye reiterated 
this topic to the weariness of our hearers. But in truth 
there does seem to be a great defect in this point, even in 
the religious community. Is it not too evident, that 
people's attention and Ijhought mainly go outward? inso- 
much that retiring inward would be like retreating into a 
narrow, dark, desolate, comfortless apartment of a house, or 
into a prison or a cavern. (Eemark on the effect of the 
public activities and assemblies concerning religion.) But 
there can be no effective self-examination without a resolute 
and often repeated effort to retire inward, and stay awhile, 
and pointedly inspect what is there. 

And here occurs one plain instruction to our purpose, 
namely, that the self-examination should not expend its 
chief exercise on the mere external conduct; for if that 
alone, in its simple gross sense, were to be taken accoimt 
of, a weU regulated formalist or Pharisee, nay possibly a 
hypocrite, might go off with considerable self-complacency. 
However bad the state of the world is in practical morality, 
it is unquestionable that, if we could for a moment suppose 
the Sovereign Judge to pronounce, separately and exclu- 
sively, on the external moral state collectively, and on the 
internal state, — ^the latter sentence would be fiir, very far, 
the graver and the darker. And you have no doubt that 
there are persons innumerable who, if they might be allowed 
to separate and choose, would instantly and eagerly prefer 
standing their award on the ground of their external con- 
duct, to that of their internal state ; (supposing them to see 
that state in its true light.) And you can imagine that 
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often a man has been .friglitened out of His soul to take 
refuge in the apparently better quality of bis conduct. Any 
impulse tbe examiner feels to do so, should warn him to 
stay awhile longer there — ^in the interior. It is especially 
there that the great substance lies of what is wrong, or 
right, as towards G-od. AU this, however, does not mean 
that the external itself can be essentially right (though 
formally and technically so) any further than the state of 
the mind is right. 

In connection with this, we may observe, — ^that self-ex- 
amination should be exercised on a principle of indepen- 
dence, in a considerable degree, on the opinions, the esti- 
mates, of others. It is true, that good use may be made of 
those opinions, whether favourable or hostile — (and we do 
not forget having observed, that others' opinions of us may 
sometimes be more just than our own.) But consider, 
nevertheless, how those opinions may have a wrong effect, 
— ^in two ways. First, suppose they are partial and favour- 
able, to a highly flattering degree. And what then ? The 
testimonies of partiality and approbation, — ^the praise, the 
flattery, — ^perhaps the admiration, — ^will not the man be 
mightily inclined to take all this for just, even to the utmost 
point ? Will his self-love sound a less musical strain in his 
ear ? If even he had doubted before, to assume so much in 
his own favour, will he not confidently assume it now? 
His faults win shrivel, his excellencies will expand, to the 
dimensions of so flattering an estimate. He will willingly 
forget to consider, how much of circumstance or fancy, there 
may be in this partiality ; and how much there is in him 
that the partial judges cannot know. But secondly, sup^ 
pose the contrary case — ^unfavourable opinion, — suspicion, 
— censure, — depreciation, — ^What then? Then, an excite^ 
ment of all the defensive feelings I Then, all these censures 
are from ignorance, perverseness, or perhaps even from 
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jealousy and envy ! He cherislies the more his beloved self, 
thus suffering injustice ; with an extenuation of what cannot 
be altogether denied, and a forced magnifying of supposed 
worthier characteristics. There is, therefore, a necessity 
for cool, deliberate independence of judgment. And this 
will be promoted by a solemn sense of standing before the 
judgment of God, — rthe grand requisite in all self-examina- 
tion. "What does that all-searohmg, infJEdlible Intelligence 
see and detect? — ^In that presence, repute, pretensions, 
semblances, presumptions, excuses, dear away. Theire, the 
self-examiner — if he will stay there long enough, in serious- 
ness and simplicity — ^is reduced to the very truth. A^d 
that this is the case, is one cause of the too prevaiLing 
reluctance to frequent that presence. This reluctance ifm^ 
be overcome ; that is, at least, practically so. And amidst 
all his slighter judgments of himself, or others' opinions ot 
him, he should still be remembering and saying, " I Jiave to 
take myself under another inspection," and should often 
do so. 

It is very obvious to add (and has often been noted), that 
the self-examiner should avail himself of the circumstances, 
incidents, occasions, and seasons, which may aid to reveal 
him to himself. These things throw transient lights on hip 
internal principles ; they come upon his soul by a kind of 
surprise, and take it unprepared with its undefensive fal- 
lacies. His mind comes out simply and unawares, for a 
moment. Let him observe how he is affected, for instance, 
by some sudden cause of fear ; — ^by some seizure of bodily 
distemper ; — ^by some instance of death near h™ ; — ^by some 
flagrant display of irreHgion ; — ^by some signal fall and dis- 
grace in a professor of religion; — by some one's acknow- 
lodging, with grief and terror (perhaps in a last illness), 
that he had been but deceiving himself with a vain form of 
religion. At the occurrence of such things, the soul will 
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sometimes give a sudden, involuntary intimation of its 
state. Such emotions should be recorded and remembered, 
as well as observed. And such hints and signs should be 
followed up, — should lead to investigation. 

It is a proper admonition, that slight symptoms (what 
may seem so) should not be disregarded. Say, " How 
happens that ? what may it indicate ?" In medical science, 
what seem slight symptoms are sometimes regarded as of 
great significance; the skilful judge is struck by their 
recurrence as indications of something serious, and as 
deciding what it is. 

But observe also, that the self-examiner should take a 
comprehensive account, combining the many matters of 
indication and proof. Por, if he shall content himself with 
selecting only some particular points, his self-partiality wiU 
almost be certain to choose those which s^em the most 
fiivourable; and he may be betrayed to make these the 
interpreters of all the rest, (or the substitutes.) 

And let him especially beware of making some mere doc- 
trinal point the great test and assurance, in self-defence 
under the absence of immediate experimental and practical 
evidence. (Conversation between Cromwell and Dr. Good- 
win.) 

In concluding, it should be strongly enforced, that doubt, 
that uncertainty, ought to be a powerful incentive to self- 
examination. Por surely, the chief questions in the concern 
cannot be decided too soon. Indeed, to be content to 
remain in d.oubt would itself be one of the most ominous 
signs. If the true state of the case be unhappy and unsafe, 
it should be distinctly seen, that the soul may be instantly 
in action. If the state be, on the whole, such as the 
Supreme Judge approves, and safe for time and eternity, — 
who would not, in this evil world, desire to possess the joy 
of knowing it to be so ? 
Octoher Bth, 1823. 
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LECTURE XXXVI. 

THB THOUGHTS AND WATS OF GOD OOKTBASTBD 
WITH THOSE OP MAK. 

Isaiah Iv. 8, 9. 

^ My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord, JEkyr as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts,^^ 

LiEE many o^our former texts and subjects, the present one 
has been suggested by circumstances of the times. About 
half a year since, the situation and prospects of things in 
one part of Europe connected great interest with the idea 
of the Divine plan and prediction of ^^ overturm*ig^^ the 
state of the world (Lbcttjeb zzix.) A prospect of mighty 
transactions and changes appeared to be opening ; and not 
without considerable omens of such results, as might clear 
the way for important advantages to the condition of the 
world. Some of us were perhaps considerably sanguine (in 
spite of former sad disappointments;) some much more 
doubtful ; but probably none expected the course of events 
to proceed and to terminate (if we can say terminate) in 
the manner that it has done. " Terminated," indeed, we 
cannot say, if we speak in the terms of a comprehensive, 
extended view of the connexion and progress of human 
affairs. But, one series, — one act of the drama — ^has 
closed, in a way most deeply mortifying. There is one 
more gigantic and successful stride made by a monster in 
which all the powers of evil appear to have combined their 
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strength and malignity ; — a system, with its whole will and 
immense means, resolved to crush and blast reason, and 
irights, and freedom; — and religion too, regarded in any 
other character than as an instituted, political, and local 
Buperstition. And it seems as if the chief part of mankind 
really acknowledged this system for their divinity; and 
regarded themselves as vnade for rendering homage in the 
debasement and prostration of body and soul, under des- 
potism and religious imposture. K such a condition of 
things may be supposed to be gratifying to man's worst 
enemies, to even the Powers of Darkness themselves, — ^it 
must needs be very grievous to the friends of human happi- 
ness and improvement. 

But then, all this being so, what do we think of next P 
Have we begun to doubt whether there be a Supreme 
Governor over the universe, almighty, all-wise, and 
righteous ? Or can we suspect that the exercise of those 
attributes is withdrawn or suspended, for one moment, from 
even that very state of things which we wonder at, and 
deplore P A Christian should question himself, sometimes, 
whether the sentiment he indulges may not approach, or 
partake of, such scepticism and impiety. No, we say ; we 
give place to no such impiety ; we believe that, in the exer- 
cise of all these attributes, He observes and interferes with, 
every instant, the facts and events which we are looking 
upon; that he has his ^^thoughU^^ concerning them; and 
his ^^ ways'* are according to those ^^ thoughts** His 
^^ways^* to a certain extent, show what are his " thoughts?** 
Then, how true the text, ^^Mg thoughts are not gowr 
thoughts, neither are gowr wags wg wags, saith the Lord** 

We may easily recollect some of the exemplifications. 
Por instance; in respect to events which we greatly desire, 
as plainly indispensable to a better state of the world, our 
thought is very apt to be this, — " Just now is the proper 
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time ;'* there is a peculiar necessity for it just at this precise 
juncture ; at this moment is a most favourable opportunity; 
it is now a crisis in human affairs, in which just such an event 
is wanted, to turn things the right way ; on its taking place 
a thousand important matters depend ; if it be not effectcfd 
now, there will be a mighty augmentation of the difficulties; 
new and almost insuperable obstacles will come in the way ; 
and what an immensity of labour and all kinds of cost will 
be thrown away! And, besides, are there not vimduo 
causes, combining to bring it to effect ? If it fail now, we 
may despair. But surely it must be in the decrees of 
Heaven that so indispensable a thing shall not fail ! Well ; 
the time and the course of events go on, and in the event^ 
prove that the Supreme Intelligence judged quite otherwise 
thah w6! Were his ^^ thoughts^* right or not? He has^ 
shown us, that whatever might depend on such an event' 
taking place, thaty which He had in his intention and decree 
did not depend upon it. He had in his " tUoughts*'* some^ 
thing for the sake of which he could calmly pass by, and 
lose, (yu/r imagined opportune juncture, owr momentous 
crisis, — ^he could disregard "the indispensable necessity," 
so imperative as it appeared in our " thougliUJ^ 

Our " tlmtgJitB^^ again, are apt to be very confident in 
interpreting signs. It is tempting and interesting, beyond 
almost aU things, to be looking into futurity. And we may 
think that we see very clearly the indications of what 
will and must come to pa6s. Eirst, we are willing, on most 
partial grounds, to assume the event which we wish ; then, 
the signs of the times ; what can this portend, and that, 
but the event we wish? equivocal signs become determi- 
ni^ J slight ones strong ; such as, in truth, but intimate a 
remote probability become presages of a speedy event. 
Any new circumstaiices, such as are not recorded, with 
their appropriiitel and verified consequ^ences, in history or 
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eipmience, are eagerly seized as indications. The train of^ 
pi^dceding events, what should or can that be for or lead to ? 
Or a turn and direction in the dispositions of men or their 
opinions ? Therb is, too, the interpretation of propheqr, — 
determinately to precise periods and events. Surely we do 
not wish to depreciate this study. But only consider how 
the progress of time has disposed of many confident inter- 
pretations of grave and learned men ! (" My tlioughts are 
not y&wr tJwugkUP) How many sigiis (so believed) have 
diq)ersed and passed away like clouds ! how many that rose 
fe» and brilliant on the horizon, have proved but the poiv 
teiits of tempest and devastation. God had his " tJtaugJiis*^ 
all the while. And^ doubtless, these vei?y signs, which we 
w«?e so interpreting, had in them or inscribed upon them, 
the sigfidficaoee which, if we had possessed the high wisdom 
to^^icleni, would have foreshown to us the contrary events 
to those we were anticipating. And sometimes, when the 
time and events are past, we can see that we might hive 
se€^ dif^rent indications &om those we fancied we read ; 
W© can see- where and how we overlooked or mistook them. 
Again % our thoughts, fixing with desire and expectation 
on particular events, exaggerate the good that is to result, 
su^osing those events to t^e place. It may be the good 
that «Aot^^ follow^, thait seems the reasbnable and appro- 
priate result. But, we are apt to leave out' of view the 
coimt€a:%u2iting causesi We calculate as if Man were far 
better^ or more di^osed to improvement, than he is. Let 
a desired event take place ; it may be quite undeniable that 
i^e cofflsi^tent result, full, pure, and uncounteracted, wotdd 
be iii^tinense good. But then, to frustrate it, there rises up 
l^e wiiole force of human depravity ; all that is adverse in 
1^ sceoffaal, w(»ldly, and irreligious spirit, — ^the cdrrupt 
self-interest of a multitude of men ; — ignortnce, prejudice, 
and- i»tet«?dte cttstom, — ^whatever direct newer is in thif 
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hands of the wicked. The desirable thing is accomplished; 
a noble fact in itself. A fine ship is built, and launched, 
and fitted out ; goes to sea upon an ambitious or goldeu 
adventure; but is thrown by winds and currents, or a 
pilot's ignorance or perverseness, on a dangerous tract of 
rocks, or sands, or on a fatal coast ; or is tossed by storms, 
for weeks and months, and returns shattered almost to a 
wreck ; or assailed by pirates, and taken. A revolution is 
effected in the south-west of Europe ; an auspicious event, 
leading to political and tdtimately to religious liberty; 
slavery is broken up; — ^the inquisition abolished; — some 
operations, ominous, distantly, of a decHne and fall of a 
hateful and deadly establishment of superstition. Noble 
achievement ! delightful prospect ! and what next ? 
(Briefly recount the reversal.) Our " thotigMs'* contem- 
plated pleasing visions of anticipation; but the Divine 
Intelligence saw what was in man. 

Again; our ^Hlioughts,^^ while we survey the course of 
human affairs, will sometimes advert, directly, to the con- 
duct of the Great Qt)vemor; — ^inquisitively advert, — and 
sometimes almost presume to do it judicially. We wonder 
and say, Why does he act so ? why not thus ? Especially ; 
— ^why does he not interpose with a direct, and as it were 
immediate, act of his almighty power ; but seem thus to 
leave things to a long, slow struggle of conflicting causes ? 
Why not, for example, strike a tyrant with sudden and 
frightful death, — ^like Herod ? When an army is sent on 
a wicked enterprise, why might not He send, the second time, 
that messenger of the night that came down on the camp 
of Sennacherib ? He could, by some signal and irresistible 
demonstration, expose and explode a dreadful delusion and 
imposture (Popish, Mahomedan, or any other) — ^why should 
He notp Why not, in some great and critical juncture, 
Bway and determine, by a direct influence, the minds of 
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those on whose determinatioiui so much of the wel&re or 
misery of nations appears to depend ? Why, in any great 
interest, are not the most expeditions methods adopted, and 
the most effidait means? Why does He, in many an 
instance, permit it to happen, that, when there seems to 
be a happy concurrence of mssij oausee, i^ents, and efforts, 
in favour of some most important e£^t, one untoward 
incident should fiEkll in to frustrate them all P 

But, in this temper of the thoughts, there is no end of 
the questionings that will arise ; and, without a rererential 
restraint, such thoughts will socm b(»rder <m impiety. For, 
consider, what meaning our thoughts of this kind will be 
found to include, if ezaTuined. In the first degree it is 
this, — ^^^I would have disposed of l^se things very dif* 
ferently, had it been possiUe for l^m to have been in my 
power.*' In the next degree, the sentiment grows to be 
this, namely, — *^ It would have been much better if He 
had ordered them as he has not." The mind dwells fondly 
on the idea how the course of events might have been, to 
the extent of something like a tacit reproach at his having 
disposed them otherwise. But to express such a sentiment 
("He ought to have proceeded differttntiy" — "He has 
ordered things wrong'*), would be justly esteemed a horrid 
impiety. One has heard instances recited of suoh expres- 
sions, and involuntarily has listened to heaa*, in tiie sequel, of 
some signal judgment befalling the blaspheme. But, let 
a solemn caution be mamtained that no ** thought" be 
indulged which wants but the mere eapremon to be such 
an example ! 

We may note, at the same time, in tiie way of caution, one 
mode of avoiding this impiety, namdy, the indemnifying 
ourselves for not daring a re^ioach to €K)d, by a sentiment 
of aggravated vengeance agamst men. For example ; we 
see a people that might maintain the glorious pritilege of 

VOL. I. 
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freedom, and enter on a grand career of improvement, 
preferring to sink down to the degradation of the vilest 
slavery. The thoughts, directed to this spectacle, will 
advert at times to the Supreme Disposer, as concerned in 
such a case, with an emotion that would grow, if not over- 
awed, into a murmuring against him ; but is repressed by 
the sense of his awful majesty ; then, it goes out in a 
sentiment of intense indignation against men. And in 
truth, simple justice warrants and dictates terms of most 
emphaticaL condemnation. But still, there may be an 
absolute virulence, such as to exclude all mixture of bene- 
volence. There may be a spirit essentially revengeful, 
which would delight and exult to wreak itself in plagues. 
Even the miserable herd of willing slaves may be the object 
of such a resentment as would wish them an aggravated 
weight of their chains, and the extremest bitterness of their 
cup. Too little allowance may be made for utter ignorance, 
and the debasing effect of inveterate superstition. It is 
not piety, nor justice, to save our allegiance to Gk)d at the 
expense of man. 

One more thing to remark on our '* thot^hts^^^ considered 
as relative to jHw ^^thoughU^ may be, our thinking, — 
" Why should he not reveal and explain to us more of his 
^^thoughUt^^ We have an idea, — a presumption, that, 
notwithstanding the infinite disparity of intelligence, we 
yet are capable of comprehending much more than we do, 
of his own view of things, if he would explain to us ; — ^what 
would be a grand addition to the illumination of owr minds, 
the enlargement of our " thoughU^^ though but little to be 
imparted of his. And we think, '^ Should we not then be 
more devout, as well as more wise p Should we not be 
more acquiescent, — ^more resigned,— more approving, — ^more 
hopefully active, — and far more happy P Should we not 
contemplate his attributes, and his procedure by a better 
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light, and render him a more rational adoration?" Now, 
to this, it is one proper answer, — that He has a right to 
require of ns absolute faith, and that we should " live hy 
faith^'* in the wisdom and righteousness of his government 
of the world. But, at the same time, it may be true, that 
the human faculties are capable, even in the confined con- 
dition of this mortal existence, of receiving what would be 
a mighty addition to our information, according to owr pro- 
portion. And the truth may also be, that the withholding 
of such knowledge — such enlarged explanation, — ^is one of 
the positive evils inflicted on our fallen, sinful state ; by the 
same law as the infliction of pain, disease, and death. Such 
a denial of possible illumination is an inaction specially 
appropriate to the nature of the transgression which caused, 
or constituted, the Fall, which was, in principle, an unhal- 
lowed reach at knowledge. It was, then, as an infliction, 
peculiarly likely to form one particular in the vindictive 
doom on the whole race. And so, the fact of our '^ thoughts " 
not receiving more of the light and elevation of His 
^' thoughts ^^ is not to be regarded as a circumstance in- 
evitable to the narrowness of our capacity, but as a part of 
our punishment and misery as a sinful race. 

But still, after all, the grand thing is, the immeasurable, 
the infinite disparity between the Divine Mind and that of 
such a creature as man. For humiliation and instruction, 
let us sometimes dwell a while on the thought of this stupen- 
dous contrast. An infinite Spirit, — compared with us ! But 
the very idea of infinity overwhelms our faculties, even when 
applied to space; — stiU more when to an intelligent and active 
Power ! Still, we must endeavour to think. A Being, to 
whose faculties there are no limits, — ^who has, in such a na- 
ture, existed from eternity, — ^has created all other existences, 
— perfectly knows all things, in all their relations, tendencies, 
and consequences, actual and possible* therefore, whose 
2 
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^* thoughts** of them are confiirmable to this all-perfect 
knowledge. Dwell upon such a view ! To eternity it may 
be incessantly dwelt upon without ey^ti an approach to its 
awful immensity. Then, bring our thoughts, our thinking 
faculties, and that which they think, into ccmiparison! 
Even on this very topic itself, of the disparity ; think what 
is the propoition between what we think of it, and the &Gt as 
it is. And on ail subjects, what must be, what can be^ the 
propOTtion between his thoughts and ours ? Look out some- 
times, on the vast universe ; all that is seen and known to 
exists and is probably existing (worlds, systems, »¥?e8, &cO> 
and then ^ink of Him that perfectly comprehends every one, 
uid all togeth^! then again, iu ^^Hkougbii^^ and marBl 

Now, then, is it not inevitable that, in t^ train of events 
in i^is world, his ^vxufH^^ proceeding from his ^HhnigktB^^ 
should be such as utterly confound our thoughts ? would 
not the contrary of this be most marvellous P There must, 
theref<we, inevitably be deep mystery, and awful darkness, 
spread over much of his government of the world, as to our 
appreh^ision. There must, to us, be miM^h of this dark- 
ness, even with respect to the more confinM sad immediate 
relations of events; that is to say, in contemplating the 
Divine procedure as limited to this world, or to a part of it. 
But, at the same time, we may not suppose that the Divine 
government of this w(»rld is administered under such an 
exclusive economy ; but that it has relations, perhaps inti- 
mate ones, with other portions of his immense dominion. 
And if so, how much more still must many parts of his 
conduct transcend and confound our comprehension ! This 
topic, we are aware, caxmot be brought with much of a 
distinct and satis&ctoiy application to our view of things 
in this world. But that the fstct is so, we cannot be per* 
mitted to doubt ; i^at is that this economy of extended relets 
iions does exist. For it comports with our highest idea of 
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the Creator's wisdom and glorj, that his whole ^p^ation 
should be a $yHem combined through all its pairts«-^2| whol^. 
But then, again, Ms ** tlumghts^^ aa compared with our* ! 
We need to dwell, at times, on such contemplatuHiSy to 
repress the murmuring and inquisitive presumption of our 
thoughts, when they rise, sometimes, with a feeliag whioh, 
in e^^t, is wishing to prescribe a plan of goyenuiM^t for 
the Almighty. We must submit, and surr^ider all to the 
soTereign wisd<nn and conduct of the ^^ blessed and <ml^ 
Potentate.** And, indeed, to any real bdievear in his ^list- 
ence, the question might be plainly and boldly put, (put to 
to his sense, not to say his jpiet^) — " What would the con- 
sequence be, if his ways were to be conformed to yowr 
thoughts? With respect to any one gre^ depending 
event in the world, if you might be permitted, unpunished, 
(allowing for a moment such a supposition)-^permitted to 
prescribe positively, how it should be determined, would you 
dare f " If there could be such a momentary interference 
of any created being, would the consistencies, would the 
continuity of the train, appointed by infinite wisdom and 
goodness, be preserved inviolate ? Happy I that there can 
be no such interference. Happy, too, that the infinite 
wisdom and power in Him are combined wii^ equal good- 
ness. Such wisdwn and power must, by a necessity of 
nature, be combined with goodness. And there are aU the 
inspired declarations of it, and aU the multiplicity of prac- 
tical proofs. K it is true, that there is miich in this world 
from which, taken separately, we could not inks that good- 
ness, this is but a part of the darkness and mystery in 
which we are involved, and it is one of the strong exercises 
for devout fiuth. Here, however, there is one consideration 
that should never be lost sight of— namely, that Gtod's 
government in this world is the government of a rebellious 
wicked race ; there must therefore be an exceedingly con- 
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sptcuous manifestation of punitive justice. If our ^Hhoughts'^ 
are ever claiming that there should be a display of nothing 
hui goodness, in its most direct, benignant, form — ^let us 
look round the world, and up through all its ages ! 

Still, we are to live in hope and confidence of better 
things and times. It is one fault and perversity of our 
" thoughts^* to run into despair, when events come contrary 
to our wishes and expectations. '^ Since this has come 
evil, it is vain to look, any more, for good:" while His 
'' thoughts^* are calmly extending onward to another stage 
in the progress of events — faithful to the promises 
then to be fulfilled, and the prophecies then to be 
accomplished. In the mean time, what a wonderful privi- 
lege it is — ^most wonderful, if we would but reflect — that 
we are permitted to express our " thoughts** to him in sup- 
plication; — ^low, and little, and narrow as they are, they 
may, in this form, through our Divine Mediator, be sent up 
to him. While we may not prescribe, or dictate,— we may 
implore, with importunity and continual repetition. And 
in these petitions we are to join the great interests of 
nations and the wide world with our own personal ones. 

And, finally, to such humble and devout supplicants, is it 
not a glorious prospect, that they are going soon, where 
they shall comprehend far more and better? where their 
own thoughts will become ^^high as the heavens are above 
the earth;** where their contemplations and their under- 
standing will be for ever brightening and enlarging under 
the efiulgence of the Divine Intelligence I 

October 23, 1823. 
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22. HOMER'S ODYSSEY, Hyuns, Epigbaus, and Battle of the Ebogs and Mice. 

23. PLATO. Vol. IV. By G. Bueges, M.A. [Philebus, Charmides, Laches, The 

Two Alcibiades, and Ten other Dialogues.] 

24. 25, & 32. OVID. By H. T. RILEY, B.A. Complete in 3 Vols, Frontispieces. 

26. LUCRETIUS. By the Rev. J. S. Watson. TTith the Metrical Version of J. M. Good. 

27. 30, 31, & 34. CICERO'S ORATIONS. By C. D. Yonge. Complete in 4 Vols. 

(VoL 4 contains also the Rhetorical Pieces.) 

28. PINDAR. By Dawson W. Tueneb. With the Metrical Version of Moobe. Front. 

29. PLATO. Vol. V. By G. Bueges, M.A. [The Laws.] 

33 & 36. THE COMEDIES OF PLAUTUS, By H. T. Riley, B^t In 2 Vols. 

35. JUVENAL, PERSIUS, &c. By the Rev. L. Evans, M.A. With the Metrical 
Version of Gifeobd. Frontispiece. 

37. THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY, transkted chiefly by G. Bueges, A.M., with Metri- 
cal Versions by various Authors. 




38. DEMOSTHENES. The OljTithiac Philippic, and other Public Orations, with 
Notes, Appendices, &c., by C. Rann Kennedy. (3*. td.) 
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BOHK'S CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 



. ; 5Q. SALLUGT. TLOWUS, ni'd VELLEJOS l*ATEftCULUS. ^ilt' c 

; 4D. LVCAHS PHARSALIA. *tth c.po«i %«Lti» by JI. T. Rlurr, 1; A. 

; m. THEOCRITUS. DION. MOSCHUS mJ TVRT/tUS. »►* llie R«». J. a*.Jti5»,M.A. ; 

Z :2. CICERO S ACADEMICS, DE FlNTiUS "«i'l TUSCULAN QUESTIONS, 1>T i 

■^ 43 At^lSTOTLES POLITICS AND ECONOMICS* ''J E. WjiLrojto, M.A., u 

: 44 DIOGENES LAERTIUS, LIVES AND OPINIONS Of THE AMCIENT PI 
., LUSOPH£f)S, ^ivU .N«tt» |jy C. li, ^oXii., U.x. 

: 4S, TERENCE n>'l PH^DRUS, T^t II. T, RtuiT. To wliidi li tdded aicixi^'] 

ficnl Trefttun, «iiit ihe IntrckhietMoi I 
u>jiiatLitJu ftud index, by Ui<: IUt, Ol 



^-V<-> -A'^^'-^ *5 Si *< 7. ARISTOTLE S OROANON, or Lo, 
r^VrV'^^vVv^'"'"^ ^** 0>*"^.'^i'A- * Voir, a«. Ci. i»cr VuL 

ij,* V ri^ >^ i v^^ 4 3 li. 4 9. A Rl STOP H A N E S, vm ti N »! 

fe';^i'^yA^. 2? ^^-3. CICERO ON THE NATURE C 



>lr!i txxid K»trJiei« (torn tin bat ^etRcal YenioM^ I 
i/Hiujiirce. 

OF THE CODS, OIVINATiON, FATE, LAWS, 
REPUBLIC, &c, ItwitiAiizd by C. D, Wj^tgh, H.A. 

iK;^'Tv:>ff^]':>/; 61 APULEIUS. ri Ik* (iolilfti An*, 'IJintd ufSui rute*, VIoritK Rud Beftnco arTMKWMie 3 

-i''A'''iy''A-rV'Vo,^ <'tii M:*^'^ . Ta wIul'Ii h n.iil^iJ it .MctnciJ Verfttjii uf Cupid uiU Pivclie; 

l^^\ '' ,^;^ » \ "A, ^'^ u.. t'; .1.: u t»....-i,- s.' »-..;.^- '^ ' * 



Mrs Tj4J.t'» Fa VI 
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^'i<A'>v%«Vc;i:^ £2. JUSTIN. CORNELJU5 NEPOS nnd EUTROPIUS, wiUi Not€» ftsd ft Genenl 




nA'^'v ^K5 &3 £i 68. TACfTUS, V'.^ L TUc Aftoois. \ul IL TLc Hiitoir, Gcffoaiua. Afri- i 
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TreatttHf j 

Dio- , 

Liuiioroin; miU []ie iiiLruducljoiu to hui Hoe. \ 

IrjiKT* liy All u,o!;)5 'Md Allisiaisf [ A,.Ni,fiij- Mit fl,c iJ.jciniits of Plate, mid HeaMtffel ] 
oti PlRto'a Wniuig* Ijv the Toci trnn, KdiUil mUs Nutes, bj G. fltJE<j»aL I 

Tiiii. Vv'A., C.vmli. Vt lUi -tittrul latlcx L« the (; Vuiun^ea. 

Baiiqiuft of tlie Lfartied. tnii*' 1 
Indix. Lumpletc in 3 Voli. 
. , . ,.. ., 59. CATUi LUS, TI6ULLUS, nnd the vir.lL OF VENUS. A literd proae tnmib- , 



'XvA*^^^/n>'^^ S^' ^ 57 ATHENytUS. Tl.-^ DH,u,i s..,.|mVf,or lljt f 
'JS-A^A^^\Yf*'-^^ iMfd b> C. U. YifSGR, U A., wall ;iu A.^ptmtu of 

-k IK'^M I.^;.^Vi 59. CATULLUS, TI6ULLUS, nnd the vir.lL OF VEN 
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©0. PfvOPERTIUS, PiT»ovni« AniTTitiii atMf JoitAXJfia SEctifoiTa. litcrallf^ .„ 

1:<i. il, iiud urconip*iiiicd hy Pyb^^.vnl Vnsiitma, from t!U7iH15 tourcK*; u» wlucbm 
ruidmA Uic Ure Ijpiatk:* <jf An^i^rjCiUKi't^. Edited l«y W. K. Kkllt. 

copiotta Noleif by 
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MEMORABILIA, or 
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54, 67, 69. 72. 78, «t 8T. PLINY'S NATURAL HISTORY^ wiMi mpion^TVolei, bj 
Or. BoatoL'K uikI T. H . Bi let. In « ^ oluaies. Vols, L, IL, III.. IV,, V. and \ L 

65. SUETONIUS. i'i'f<'9 fif th« Dgc*an, Btud other Workt. Tnnitio!f*a TmrnslaUon 

66. DEMOSTHENES ON THE CROWN, AND EMBASSY, by C. UiN :i KiifKTDT. 
QS. CICEflO ON ORATORY AND ORATORS, I'J the ReT. J. S, WiTSOir, MX 

*,-' TUjs t'j! mill' (Hitiajiletfrg the Claiaical L>t>r;iry edition of Cicero* 
70. GREEK ROMANCES. Ik;JO(]<iniB, Lun^is, nad AchiKci Tntiu*. 
71 & 7a. QUINTIUAN'S INSTITUTES OF ORATORY. By the Rct J. S, Watsow, 
M'iV, CortJiilutc, xvith Nntc*, Indt*, an>I Ui^iijrapUical >'f)ticc, 2 voliimei. 

73. HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, AND THEOGNIS, in Prose, bj Baxes, vitJi Ihe 

Metrifal Verdiimti ijI' Elton, TifLEK, audi FtiaK, 

75, DICTIONARY OF LATIN QUOTATIONS, with the Q^mnSitiet nifirkcn md 
Jiij[?lil5h 'I'mn* Iritiurm ; inclnd in-j I'rovcrbs, MajcimSf Muttoc*, I^wr Tciius ami Phratesi 
with a Culled ion of uIjovi.^ COij GaEEK UfoTATioris, 

77. DEMOSTHENES AGAINST LEPTINES. MtDTAS, ANDBOTION, AND ©T" 

79. XENOPHON'S MINOR WORKS; tmual.ited by the tier. J. S, Watsqt. 

r-0. ARISTOTLE'S METAPHYSICS. litrrfiHy <:r»n3l[itctl, wi'h Kotei, Annlvaj\Ei&. 
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BOHN'S ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. 

Uniform ttlth fAff Stawdaep LtaiAttT, pTkf E/., 



T. BEOES ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, & THE ANGLO SAXON CHRONTCLE 

2. MALLETS NORTHERN ANTIQUITIES, It Bi^nrn' Pf^rct. Willi Aliatrac 

of tlto iCrbyggia Saga, by Sm Waltir Scott. Ktlitcd by J. A. Buacewkm.. 

3. WILLIAM OF MALMESBURY'S CHRONICLE OFTHE KINGS OF ENGLAND. 

4. SIX OLD ENGUSH CHRONICLES: vi^., A^s^t's Uk of Alfred; tlie Chrontclrt 

of EdielwEird, GiSdci!', Neinihi*. GeofFry of llonfrioiith, and Kiclianl of Circncettcr, 

5. ELUSS EARLY ENGLISH METRICAL ROMANCES. . Kcviaed by J. OacBAED 

Hamjwell. Conjjilete in one vol., Htumhuttfd IVfJtiiijfpieeg, 

6. CHROfVICLES OF THE CRUSADERS: fticliar^Lof Dcmca. Gcoffroyde VicBanf. 

L»in1 dr Jtiinntle. Cfiriipli;t.e in I volume, Frcntisjtiect. 

7. EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. Wilhbald, 5xvu]t, Benjamin of Tudt^ 

Mandevjlic^ La Urocquiere, and SlaandretJ. In one vohtnic. JHlft M<if. 

8. 10, a. T 2, BRAND'S POPULAR ANTIQUITIES OF GREAT BRITAIN. i*J 

Silt riKff lav Ell,i-i. In 3 Vols, 
9 Bi IL ROGER OF WENDOVER'S FLOWERS OF HESTORY (fonnerlj «cnbcd 

to MJHiSuiW FnriH.) In ^ Vols. 

13. KEtGHTLEYS FAIRY MYTHOLOGY, Enkrged. fVo «/(>(>« hy CiiTTTiTijiifit. 

14, T6r & 16. SIR THOMAS BROWNE'S WORKS. Edited by Simoji Wileiit, 

rorlraii. lu 3 V»l». With lade t, 

19* Si. 31 MATTHEW PARIS'S CHRONICLE, coulnininf the MiVnrr of 

KnijlfVTiid from \2%'t, with Indi-i lo ttie whiiSe, iiicludinft the Tmrtton piililiihsd 
tinder tlip name of Hogii oi* Wksdovitl, hi A Vol*. (See » and! I). Porirftit. 
la YULE-TIOE STORIES. A collection of Scandinarian Tala ind Treditioni, editfcd 

by B- TnDni'K, Kaq, 

20 & 23. ROGER OE HOVE»EN*S ANNALS OF ENGLISH HfSTORY, from 

AJX :;B to Mh 1%L Trmnilatpd h^ TI. T. Ru.tr, Kaq., H.A. Ir. 2 Voti. 

21, HENRY OF HUNTINGDON'S HISTORY OFTHE ENGLtSH, from tht 
JjiTawon to Henry II. ; with Tht Act» of King Stephoo, kc. 
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BOHN'S ANTIQUARIAN LIBBABT. 

22. PAULI'S LIFE OF ALFRED THE GREAT. To which is appended ALFREDS 
ANGLO-SAXON VERSION OF OROSIUS, with a Uteral translaUon. Kotes, 
and an Aiiglo-Saxou Grammar and Glossary, by B. Thobpk, Esq. 

24 & 25. MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTERS FLOWERS OF HISTORY, cspeciaUy 
such as relate to the aJlaii-s of Britain, from the beginning of the world to 
A.D. 1307. Translated by C. U. Yongk, B.A. In 2 Vols. 

26. LEPSIUSS LETTERS FROM EGYPT, ETHIOPIA, and the PENINSULA OF 
SINAI. Ucvised by the Author. Translated by Lkonora. and Joanna B. 
lloRNKR. ^Vilh Ma*i»s and Coloured View of Mount Barkal. 

27, 28, 30 & 36. ORDERICUS VITALIS. His Ecclesiastical History of England 
and Normandy, translated, with Notes, the Introduction of Guizot, Critical ^lotico 
by M. Deiille, and very copious Index, by T. 1'okbstkr, M.A. In 4 Vols. 

29. INGULPHS CHRONICLE OF THE ABBEY OF CROYLAND, with the Conti- 
nuations bv Peter of Blois and other Writers. Translated, with Notes and an 
Index, byll.T. KiLKY,B.A. 

32. LAMBS SPECIMENS OF ENGLISH DRAMATIC POETS of the time of Eliza- 
beth; including his Selections Irom the Garrick Plays. 

33. MARCO POLOS TRAVELS, the translation ot Marsden, edited, with Notes and 
Introduction, by T. Weight, M.A., F S.A., &c. 

34. FLORENCE OF WORCESTER'S CHRONICLE, with the Two Contmnations; 
coinprisinir Annals of English History, from the Departure of the llomans to the 
lleigu of Edward 1. Translated, with Notes, by T. I'oRESi ee, Esq. 

35. HAND-BOOK OF PROVERBS, comprising the whole of Ray's Collection, and a ,t»ws..^,,..._ 
complete Alphabetical Index, in whicli are introduced large Additions collected by ock/'/x'/> 
HBNRtG.ioHN. ^ ^^1^ 

37. CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS: a select Collection of Epitpphs; with Essay c-^>'^'^ 
on Monumental Inscriptions, &c., by T. J. Pettigkew, F R.S., i'.SJi. 

38. A POLYGLOT OF FOREIGN PROVERBS; comprising French, Itahan, German, 
Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese & Danish. With English Translations, & General Index. 











BOHN'S HISTORICAL LIBRARY, 



Uniform toith the Stan dabd Libuaby, price 5*. per Volume. 

1, 2 & 3. JESSE'S MEMOIRS OF THE COURT OF ENGLAND DURING THE 
REIGN OF THE STUARTS, including the PttoriccTOiiArK. lu 3 vols., with 
General Index, and upwards of 40 Portraits engraved on steeL 

4. JESSE'S MEMOIRS OF THE PRETENDERS AND THEIR ADHERENTS. 
l^ev edition, complete in 1 vol., with Index and Six Portraits after original Pictures. 



BOHH'S PHILOLOSICO-PHILOSOPHIGAL LIBRARY. 

Uniform with the Standard Library, j»n« 5s. per Volume. 

1. TENNEMANN'S MANUAL of the HISTORY of PHILOSOPHY, revised aud con- 
tinued by J. 11. MouKLi.. 

2. ANALYSIS nnd SUMMARY of HERODOTUS, with synchronistical Table of 
Events, Tables of Weights, Money, &c. 

a. TURNERS (DAWSON W.) NOTES TO HERODOTUS, for the use of Studqptik 
4. LOGIC, or tlie SCIENCE OF INFERENCE, a populm- Manual, by J. Detm. 
6. KANTS CRITIQUE OF PURE REASON, translated by Mciklkjohn. 



6. ANALYSIS AND SUMMARY OF THUCYDIDES, by T.WiiKELitR. New I 

with the addition of a complete Index. 

A Dictionary of Ob?olet« and 



7 & 8. WRIGHTS PROVINCIAL DICTIONARY. 

Provincial English, Compiled by Thomas Wbi 
—or in I thick volume, half morocco, 12j. 6d. 



Provincial English, Compiled by TiiOMArWRiOHT, Esq. (1048 p^es). 2 vols* 10 j. 



9&10. LOWNDES' BIBLIOGRAPHERS' MANUAL OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

New edition, revised and enlarged by 11. G. BonN. To be completed in S parts 
forming 4 vols. Vol. I., Parts 1. aud "II., price 3*. 6d. each. 
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BOHN'S BRITISH CLASSICS. 

Uniform with the STAin>A&D Libbabt, pnce St, 6d. per VolufM, 

1, 3, 5,. 8, 11, 14 & 20. GIBBON'S ROMAN EMPIRE; Complete and Unabridged, 
with variorum Notes ; including, in addition to all the Author's own, those of 
Guizot, Wenck, Niebuhr, Hugfo, Neander, and other foreign scholars. Edited by 
an English Chubchman, with u very elaborate Index. 

2,4, 6, 16, 24 & 25. ADDISON'S WORKS, with the Notes of Bishop Htod, and 
large additions collated and edited by Henry G. Bohu. With FortraU and 
Sngravinffs on steel. 

7. DEFOE'S WORKS, Edited hj Sie Waltbe Scott. Vol 1. Containing the life. 

Adventure, and Piracies oi Captain Singleton, and the Life of Colonel Jack. 

ForCrait of Defoe. 
0. DEFOE'S WORKS, Vol. 2. Containing Memoirs of a Cavalier, Adventnref of 

Captain Carleto n, Dickory Cronke, &c. 
10. PRIORS LIFE OF BURKE, (forming the Ist Volume of BURKE'S WOBKS), new 

Edition, revised by the Author. Portrait. 

12. BURKE'S WORKS, Vol 1, containing his Vindication of Natural Society, Essay on 

the Sublime and i>eautiful, and vanous Political Miscellanies. 

13. DEFOE'S WORKS, Edited by Sie Waltee Scott. VoL 8. Containing the Life of 

Moll Flanders, and the History of the Devil. 

16. BURKE'S WORKS. VoL S, containing Essay on the French Bevolution, Political 

Letters and Speeches. 

17. DEFOE'S WORKS, Vol. 4. Roxana, or the Fortunate Mistress ; and Life and 

Adventures of Mother Ross. 

18. BURKE'S WORKS, Vol. 3. Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs, &c., kc. 

19. BURKE'S WORKS, Vol. 4, containing his Report on the Affairs of India, and 

Articles against Warren Hastings. 

21. DEFOE'S WORKS, Vol. 5, containing the History of the Great Plague of London, 
1665 ; the Yirc of Ix)ndon, 1666 (by an anonymous writer); the Storm; and tiie 
Trae Born Englishman. 

22 & 23. BURKES WORKS (in Six Vdnmcs). Vols. 6 8c 6. 

26;. DEFOE'S WORKS, editea by Sir Walter Scott. Vol. 6 Containing Life and 

Adventures of Duncan Campbell; Voyage Round the World; and Tracts relating 

to the Hanoverian Accession. 
27&28. BURKE'S SPEECHES on the IMPEACHMEJsTof WARREN HASTINGS; 

with a Selection of his Letters, and a General Index. 2 vols. (Also forming Tohi. 

7 and 8 of Burke's Works, which they complete.) 



BOHN'S ECCLESIASTICAL LIBRARY. 

Uniform vUh the Standak Library, price be. per Volvnie. j 

1. EUSEBIUS' ECCLESIASTICAL HI&TORY, Translated from the Greek, with 
, Notes. 

2. SOCRATES' ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, in continuation of Eusebibs, with 

the Notes of valksius. 
8. THEODORET AND EVAGRIUS. Ecclesiastical Histories, from a.d. 832 to 

a.d. 427, and from a.d. 431 to aj>. 644. Translated from the Gieek, with General 

Index. 
4. THE WORKS OF PHILO JUD>EUS, translated from the Greek by C. D. 

yoNGE,B.A. Vol.1. 
6. PHILO JUD>EUS, Vol. 2. 
6. SOZOMENS ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY from a.d. S24-440: and the Eccle- 

siastieal History of Philostorgius, translated from the Greek, with a Memoir of 

the Author, by E. Walpord, MA. 
7 & 8. PHILO JUD/EUS, Vols. S & 4, with general Index. 
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BOHN'S SHILUNQ SERIES. 

JTiftT* marked *^ htlti^ Donitf Faliimit, Mti Is, Cd. 

1. EMEHSON S REPRESENTATIVE MEN, 

2. IRVmC S LIFE OF MAHOMET/ 

3. THE GENUINE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMW FRAWKUN. 

4. WILLIS S PtOFLE * HAVE MET.* 

&, IRVING'S SUCCESSORS Of MAHOMET.* 

e. UFE OF GOLDSMITH," 

7. SKETCH-BOOK.* 

B. TALES OF A THAVELLEfl.* 

B, — TOUft ON THE PRAtRrtS. 

1€ & 11 CONQUESTS OF CiRANAOA AND SPAlM. 3 Ti^* 

12 & 13, ~ LIfE or COLUMBUS. ^ Vn^?.* 

H, ■ COMPANIONS OF COLUMBU&.' 

15 fit T6, TAYLOR ;> EL DORADO j or, rimin:-B cr itie Gttld AofiteKU J Tfi:*. 
17. mVlNCS ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN ECMWEVILLL* 
KNICKERBOCKER,* 
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^- TALES OF THE ALHAMBRA* 

— ^ CONQUEST OF FLORtDA.* 

— ABBOTS FORD AND NEWSTEAD, 

SALMAGUNDI.* 

BRACEBRIDGE HALL.* 

A STO R I A { p0fIrtiU of the dn(Jtor), 3 Vds. In T , &», 

LAMARTfNES GENEVIEVE^ or, TLu Hlstrjiy of « feenttJil Ciil, 



A. IL SCOKLK.* 

as. MAYOS BERBER; or, He IknininSEec-r nf tlje AtlM. A TbI^ of Mwoc^. 
27. WILLIS S LIFE HERE AND THERE; &f. Skctlfhua nf SomfitjF auil Atbtii;m^» 
98, CUtZOTS LIFE OF MONK, bJTIj Appendiji; aiiJ For if tilt* 
aa THE CAPE AND THE KAFFIflS 3 A IHnry ef Vht^ Y*?nrf' TLe«:iliitt!c, wJlk 

AilTke to Lmi^Tuult. By H. WAlLD, J*{at§ and Map ff ihi Nftti of ftitr. Sr, 
30. WILLIS S HyRRY-ORAPHSj or, Sketches or SctaicTy, Cddultifit, wid fio&tty, 

Utpu ffflm tiirc * 

3l HAWTHORNE'S HOOSi OF THE SEVEN GABLES. A Tintntote. 

aZ LONDON AND ITS ENVIRONS i wi^i HistcitiriiS aiid Dcim'iifJTe Skc*#1i erf tli§ 

Q tmi V: *l I ibi cion. l; v C Y lU S II K D D I N (J , Nttmcrv r^ / tlmimiiimi. ^ 

33. LAMARTINE S STONEMASON OF SAFNT PO+NT* 

34. GU^ZDTS MONKS CONTEMPOJ^APIES. A l^cnra of Biogriphie SlnOlct «« 

tlie j'ln^U-sli Ketoiutifrii. Vt'rir^}i itj' £Jtrufd J^rd Chrsridon. 

HAWTHORNE S TWICE-TOLD TALES, 

= The *iunft, Se:C4Diid F^crici. 

SNOW IMAGE, fiid ottierTilc^ 

— SCARLET LETTER. 



EMERSON'S ORATIONS AND LECTURES, 

UNCLE TOMS CASiN; "f, Life ainong Sij& Lo^It: wiUi IntiadBfitin |t««iJ0te 
bj tiip RE V . J . S H !■: K>f AN. " ' 

4 1 . TH E W H I TE SLAV L A Ji ew piotijm ef Amerinin SI^tc Li fc. 

42. DAVS OF RATTLE; tjf. Qti*tT€ Bnis Jmd Waftrlw. By on EKGLlJ^iHWOYfAK, 

j^D^iJeui At lJr<iiieli tn June, lali, (ft«tJjoi! of Rume in Uib BiBCtcewU! i:eat«ry). 
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BOHN^S SHILLINa SERIES. 
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GERVtNUS^ INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE MINETEENTH 
CENTURY, traiitSaiCii from the Gcrmuu (vitk a Mevunrof tM Juthiyr), 

CARPEMTER'S (DR. W. B.) PHYSIOLOGY OF TEMPERANCE AND TOTAL 

ABSTINENCE, itehig wi KxinumatiOLi ttf the EIFctts ot Ute cicesotve, modersao, 

and occasiunal Ui= oi Alcakulic Lujuwa on tlic llam.ia Svoi^Jiu (or yrt Ji»e pttjia, 

iomul U chtk^ 0*. Cjii.) 

. IRVJNG WOLFERTS ROOST, AND OTHER TALES, 1*.? ot on fine piper, 

. IRVING S LIFE OF WASHINGTON, ^oL 1. Eiirly Life wad Adventure*, rmt 
I'oriraii, 2j, &£ 
. — - — -— YoL 3. Tlie ATncrii^aiJ ^ar, Tuvaaioo of Cflim 



-^ YjiI 













VMV tjiiaiJei viil., Kjn^ df rnimce, and of CLarlcs tlTe 1' 
1:0 wMdiWRdtlcdpThc'Sca-odalouaajjrtniicltf. Id 2 voIuiul . 
p4, 5,&6. MEMOIRS OF THE DUKE OF SULLY, Pnme Mmi»ter to 11=^^ *^« 

In 4 vols. ^VtUi aUcaer&l Indet. Fortrait, 
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